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PREFACE 


OD  ERN  Hi/lory  can  farce  inflame  a 
Subjeft,  that  for  fuch  a  Length  of  Time 
has  mere  generally  engaged  the  Attention 
of  all  Ranks  of  People,  than  the  Affair 
^Elizabeth  Canning  and  Mary 
Skjuiites,  concerning  whofe  Innocence  or  Guilty  whe- 
ther the  Gallows  ought  not  to  have  been  the  Allotment 
of  the  one,  or  the  Pillory  of  the  other,  the  Sentiments  of 
the  Pub  lick,  even  after  two  folemn  Trials,  before  a  fo- 
lemn Court  of  Judicature,  feem  to  remain  to  the  full 
m  much  undetermined  as  if  no  fuch  Trials  had  been* 

Much  has  been  faid,  much  has  been  wrote  on  both 
Sides,  as  the  Inclination  or  Interefl  of  the  refpeftive 
Authors  inclined  them  t&  efpoufe  either  Party ;  or  as 
Caprice  or  Hunger  prompted  them  to  write  ;  Falf- 
hoods  have  been  mutually  ajerted9  and  Truths  have 
A  2  been 
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been  difguifed,  or  fuppreffed,  as  they  were  deemed  to  con- 
pibute  more  or  lefs  to  the  Service  of  particular  Defigns* 
To  impofe  a  peculiar  Mode  of  Belief  rather  than  to 
convince  the  Underjlanding,  appears  to  have  been  the 
principal  Intention  of  niojl  of  the  Performances  which 
have  hitherto  been  publifhed ;  wherefore  their  appli- 
cations (as  for  this  Purpofe  it  was  necejfary  they 
fliould)  have  been  directed  to  influence  the  Paffions 
of  their  Readers,  in/lead  of  informing  their  jfudg- 
fnent  :  It  can  be  no  very  unreafonable  Prefumption  to 
believe,  that  many  may  have  been  thus  mifled  ;  nor 
is  it  improbable,  (in  a  Trahfa5lion  that  was  depend- 
ing for  near  a  Year  and  half,  and  attended  by  a 
Multitude  of  very  uncommon  Circumflances,  fome  of 
them  dire  ft  ly  contradictory  to  each  othtr)  that  different 
Opinions  may  have  been  formed  from  feparate  Parts 
ef  this  Story  ;  while  other  Incidents,  not  lefs  material 
were  either  unknown  or  forgot. 

This  Undertaking,  therefore,  is  intended  to  remove  . 
thofe  Objlacles  that  prevent  the  diflinguifhing  between 
Truth  and  Fa  (/hood ,  and,  as  no  pj'udent  or  equitable 
Decifion  can  be  made,  or  ought  to  be  attempted  in 
doubtful  Matters,  without  feeing  every  thing  relative 
to  the  Subjeft  to  be  decided,  the  whole  of  this  extra* 
ordinary  Story  /lands  here  connected  for  the  Perufal 
$f  the  Publick. 

In  the  Execution  of  this  Work,  it  has  keen  carefully 
endeavoured^  to  do  equal  Juflice  to  the  Arguments  that 

hav$ 
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have  been  urged,  for  and  againji  thefe  lately  diflinguijhed 
Perfonages ;  nor  has  lefs  Fidelity  been  obferved  in  relating 
the  feveral  Fafts  ;  they  are  arranged  in  the  Order  in 
which  they  occurred ;  fuch  as  have  been  advanced 
falfely  are  contradifftd,  the  Mafk  is  withdrawn  from 
Truths  "that  had  been  mifreprefented,  and  real  Cir- 
cumftances,  which  had  been  flifed,  are  reJlorecL 

In  the  Abflrafl  here  given  of  the  Trial,  Candor, 
rather  than  Regularity  has  been  confulered,  and  it  is 
firmly  believed,  no  Part,  of  it  can  be  contradicted 
but  Jlill  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  it  is  only  an 
Abftraft  ;  the  authenticated  Trial,  whenever  it  ap- 
pears, will  approve  or  condemn  it  :  Nor,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  the,  Publication  of  this  Abjlraft  of  their 
Proceedings  be  ceyifured  by  that  Court,  whofe  Honour 
or  Integrity  are  not  impeached  by  it. 

Among  thofe  who  have  pertinacioujly  attached  them-* 
felves  to  the  Interejl  of  either  the  Gipfey  or  the  Girl, 
it  is  commonly  afked,  before  they  read,  On  which  Side 
is  it  ?  In  regard  to  this  Performance,  fuch  may  be 
told,  that  it  is  not  intended  for  the  particular  Service 
of  either  Party  ;  the  Caufe  of  Truth  was  only  defigned 
to  be  ferved  by  it. 

As  to  the  unhappy  ObjeSf  that  has  given  Rife  to 
thefe  Memoirs,  it  mufi  be  allowed  that  however  im- 
probable her  Tale  at  firfl  might  feem,  yet  it  was  af- 
fecting ;  alfo,  that  her  Profccutor  was  poffeffed  of 
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both  Power  and  Riches  :  Should  it  at  loft  appear  that 
Jhe  is  innocent ,  bow  comfortably  may  Jhe  fay,  with 
Dumont  in  Jane  Shore, 

Yet  Heaven  that  made  ra*         made  me  more 
Than  ever  King  did,  when  he  made  a  KitighU 

Subjeft  that  has  been  fo  much  exhaufled,  the 
Reader  is  not  to  expeft  many  Novelties,  either  in 
Thought  or  Exprejfion  j  neverthelefs,  he  will  meet  with 
fane  Particulars,  not  generally  known .  S 0  muchy 

4y  way  of  Jpahgy,  was  thought  nectjfary  by 

The  Editors; 


T  O 

— —   ;/?  Efq; 


*     *     *     *     *     #    *     #     #    3*     #  *  * 

And  now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  laft  of  your  Enquiries, 
concerning  the  Reality  of  the  TranfacSHon  relate  1  in 
the  London  Daily  Advert  if et-  of  the  31ft  of  laft  Mont  \*. 

^  Ridicu  o  is 

*  Lctidon  Bally  Ad-v_ertifer9  J ran.  31,  1  75 3  — —On  Mon- 
day Night,  the  young  Woman  who  was  aa/ertized  as  left 
in  Hound/ditch  on  New-Year  s-day  tail,  abou:  Nine  in  the 
Evening,  came  Home  to  her  Mother,  who  lives  in  Alder- 
manbury-poflern,  and  gave  the  following  extraordinary 
Account  of  her  being  forced  away  and  detained. 

She  had  been  at  Saltpetre-Bank,  near  Rofemary-Uve,  to 
fee  her  Uncle  and  Aunt,  who  came  with  her  as  far  as 
H'simdjditcb  in  her  Way  Borne,  where  fhe  d: fired  them  to 
return.  She  wcr.t  from  thence  into  McorJje/ds9  by  Beihkbem- 
walf,  as  .the  high  eft  Way  Home  ;  there  fhe  was  me  £  and 
attacked  by  two -Fellows,  who  pulled  cfF  her  fiat  and 
Gown,  cut  off  her  Apron,  then  gauged  he;,  and 
threatened  her  with  bitter  Imprecations*  if  fhe  cried  out, 

to 
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Ridiculous  and  contemptible  as  you  are  pleafed  to 
confider  this  Story,  it  has  met  with  extenfive  Credit, 
and  has  been  efpoufed  with  uncommon  Ardour  by 
very  many.  'You  afk,  Whether  it  is  not  a  Tale 
invented  on  Purpofe  to  try  how  much  farther 
Britijh  Credulity  may  be  impofed  on  ?  Now,  tho* 
the  Bottle-Conjurer  was  far  from  engaging  my  Cu- 
riofity,  nor  did  the  mad  Soldier's  Prophecy  of  a 
third  Earthquake  give  me  the  leaft  Alarm,  Inftances 
you  would  fuppofe  parallel  to  this  Affair  ;  yet  give 
me  Leave,  without  being  thought  fuperlatively  cre- 
dulous, to  fufpend  my  Judgment  concerning  this 
young  Woman,  till  the  Evidence,  that  may  be 
brought  in  her  Support,  has  been  fubmitted  to  a 
candid  Examination.  That  her  Narrative  is  clogged 
with  the  higheft  Improbabilities  fhall  be  readily 
admitted  ;  neverthelefs,  there  are  feme  Circumftances 
attending  it,  that  forbid  my  totally  rejecting  it,  at 
leaft  for  the  prefent.  Thus  far  it  has  an  apparent 
Foundation  in  Truth,  that  fuch  a  Girl  was  miffing 
from  her  Friends  during  the  Time  therein  fpeci- 
fied  ;  her  Name  is  Elizabeth  Cannings  the  Daugh- 
ter of  an  honeft  induftrious  Working  Man,  by 
Trade  a  Sawyer,  who  at  his  Death  left  a  Widow 

and 

to  cut  her  Throat.  .They  then  forcibly  carried  her  to 

Enfield,  to  a  Houfe  kept  by  one  Mother  Wells,  near  the 
Wafh,  by  the  ten  Mile  Srone,  which  Place  they  reached 
about  Four  o'Clock  in  the  Morning.  The  Fellows  left 
her  in  that  Houfe,  and  ilie  has  not  Teen  them  fince.  The 
Wcm  n  of  the  Houfe  immedia  e)y  cut  off  her  Stays  with 
her  own  Hands,  and  with  the  horrideft  Execrations  forced 
her  into  a  Room,  where  ihe  was  kept  upon  Bread  and 
Water.  She  broke  her  Way  through- a  Window  aJmoft 
naked)  and  in  that  wretched  Condition  came  Home.  She 
left  ft  vtral  unhappy  young  Women  in  the  llou/e,  *whofe  Mif- 
fortune  Jhe  has  providentially  efcaped. 
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and  five  Children,  the  eldeft  of  whom  is  the  Sub- 
ject of  this  Paragraph.  The  Mother,  tho'  very 
indigent,  has  taken  the  utmoft  Pains  in  her  Power 
to  bring  up  her  Children  foberly  and  virtuoufly, 
that  they  might  earn  the  Bread  of  honeft  Induftry, 
and  be  ufeful  Members  of  the  Community  :  This 
is  the  general  Report  of  her  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
where  fhe  has  refided  many  Years, 

The  particular  Object  of  your  Enquiry,  who  ii 
now  about  eighteen  Years  of  Age,  had,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, her  Education  in  the  Charity  School  be- 
longing to  the  Parifh  where  they  lived,  and,  from 
her  Infancy,  behaved  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  ac- 
quire the  Applaufe  and  Efteem  of  all  who  knew 
her.  At  a  proper  Age  ftie  went  to  Service,  and,  in 
her  feveral  Places,  is  fr  id  to  have  maintained  the 
fame  good  Chara&er,  particularly  while  with  Mr. 
Wintlebury,  who  keeps  a  reputable  Alehoufe  in  J!- 
dermanbury ,  with  whom  fhe  continued  a  Servant 
near  two  Years ;  fhe  was  remarkable  for  Decency, 
Sobriety  and  Diligence,  and  the  Reafon  afiigned  for 
her  leaving  him  is,  becaufe,  as  {he  advanced  cowards 
Maturity,  (he  could  not  avoid  fome  Freedoms  from 
the  Multitude  of  Company  who  reforted  to  her 
«  Matter's  Houfe,  that  were  offeniive  to  her  Modefty, 
and  which  {he  feared  might  be  injurious  to  her  Re- 
putation :  From  hence  {he  went  to  Mr.  Lyon^  a 
Carpenter,  in  the  fame  Neighbourhood,  who  had 
been  acquainted  with  her  from  her  earlieft  Child- 
hood, and  who  fpeaks  of  her  as  a  fober,  virtuous 
Girl,  careful  and  affiduous  in  her  Bufmefs.  With  him 
fhe  had  lived  about  ten  Weeks  before  this  Accident 
happened,  and  was  at  that  Time  his  Servant.  The 
Account  he  gives  is,  that  his  Wife  having  per- 
mitted her  Maid  on  laft  New-Year's  Dav7  to  make 
B  2  a  Holi- 
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a  Holiday,  fhe  went  out  in  the  Morning,  and 
he  never  heard  of  her  till  the  29th  of  the  fame 
Month,  when  foe  returned  in  the  wretched  Con- 
dition fpecified  in  the  Paper  you  refer  to.  It  is 
certain  her  Perfon  has  Nothing  extraordinarily  at- 
tractive, nor  is  her  Undemanding  reported  to  be 
very  penetrating. — —Here  ends  my  prefent  Intelli- 
gence on  this  Head  :  If  it  will  contribute  to  your 
Entertainment  to  be  informed  of  the  further  Par- 
ticulars refulting  from  this  very  extraordinary  Af- 
fair, I  fhall  have  equal  Pleafure  in  tranfmitting  to 
you,  from  Time  to  Time,  fuch  Occurrences  as 
feem  mod  worthy  of  Notice ;  and  fhall  conclude 
this  with  obferving,  that  the  concurrent  Teftimo- 
mes  of  thofe  who  have  undertaken  the  Defence  of 
this  poor  Girl,  and  the  Profccution  of  the  Of- 
fenders, People  of  undoubted  Probity  and  irre- 
proachable Reputations,  fpeak  fo  ftrongly  in  her 
Favour,  that  it  is  almoft  an  Abfurdity  to  imagine 
(he  can  have  a  Heart  wicked  enough  to  endeavour 
an  Impofition  on  the  Pubiick,  or  a  Head  cunning 
enough  to  forge  fo  marvellous  a  Story.  — With  all 
RefpfccT:,  I  am,  Sir, 


Feb.  6,  Tour  Humble  Servant  9 


LETTER  II. 

^TT^HOUGH  you,  Sir,  are  pleafed  to  ridicule  the 
JL     Pretcnfions  of  my  Heroine,  as  you  term  her, 
to  Virtue,  and  fay,  you  ought  to  exped",  from  the 

Sped- 
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Specimen  I  gave  you  in  my  laft,  a  realized  Pamela, 
I  have  yet  but  little  Reafon  to  alter  my  Opinion.  I 
need  not  tell  you,  that  Virtue  is  not  an  inseparable 
Appendage  to  Learning,  Sagacity,  or  Riches:  It 
is,  perhaps,  as  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the 
Cottage  as  the  Palace ;  and  fuppofe  it  granted  to 
you,  that  a  Parifh-fchool  and  an  Alehoufe  are  not  the 
inoft  promifing  Seminaries  to  inculcate  Modefty,  yet 
if,  upon  a  ferious  Enquiry  into  this  Affair,  it  fhould  be 
proved,  that  this  Girl  has  had  Fortitude  enough  to 
refift  the  moft  flattering  Allurements,  as  well  as  to 
f&ftain  the  cruelleft  Oppreffions  in  fupport  of  her  In- 
nocence, will  not  her  Character  appear  by  fo  much 
more  Praife-  worthy,  even  for  having  laboured  under 
all  thefe  Difad vantages  in  her  Education  ?  —  But  to 
have  done  with  Reflections,  and  goon  with  myTale  ; 
in  which  I  fiiall  forthwith  proceed,  only  premifing, 
that  fmce  your  Intimation  of  its  being  agreeable  to 
you,  I  have  neglected  no  Opportunity  of  procuring 
the  moft  authentic  Informations,  which  I  fhall  com- 
municate with  the  utmoft  Candour,  even  though 
they  (hould  fometimes  feem  to  difcountenance  my 
own  Belief. 

That  this  Girl  was  abfent  appears  from  an  Adver- 
tifement  in  one  of  the  Daily  Papers  as  early  as  the  4th 
of  January  *j  which  was  repeated  on  the  6th,  with 
B  3  the 

*  Loft,  a  G'r\  about  eighteen  Years  of  Age,  drefll-d  in 
a  purple  Mafqoerade  Stuff  Gown,  a  white  Handkerchief 
and  Apron,  a  black  quilted  Petticoat,  a  green  Under  coat, 
black  Shoe?,  blue  Stockings,  a  whi.e  Shaving  Hat,  with 
green  Ribbons,  and  had 'a  wgry  fre/h  Colour.  She  was  left 
on  Monday  laft  near  Hound fditcb,  and  has  not  been  heard  of 
fince.  Whoever  informs  Mrs.  Cannons,  a  Scowrer,  at  AU 
iirmanbury-Pofiern^  concerning  her,  (hall  behandfomely  re- 
rewarded 


the  Addition  of  her  Name,  and  fome  other  remark- 
able Circumfbnces  ;  particularly,  that  it  was fuppofed 
ihe  was  forcibly  taken  crway  by  forne  evil-difpofed 
Perfon,  as  jhc  was  heard  to  Jhriek  out  in  a  Hackney- 
Coach  in  Eijbopjgateflreet.  What  more  advifeable 
Method  could  this  difconfolate  Mother  purfue  to  get 
Information  of  her  milling  Daughter?  Yet  this  pro- 
ving ineffectual,  publick  Prayers  were  offered  for  her 
in  Churches,  Meeting-Houfes,  and  even  at  MiK  Weft* 
ley's,  that  for  Return  might  be  fpeedy,  and  that  foe  might 
not  be  led  into  Temptation,  but  delivered  from  all  Evil. 
And,  laftly,  (for  what  will  not  maternal  Tendernefs 
infpire  ?  )  a  Fortune-teller  was  conrulted,  who  gave 
the  afflicted  Parent  the  comfortable  Afiurance,  that 
Ihe  would  foon  fee  her  Daughter  again,  though  (he 
was  then  under  the  Keeping  of  an  old  Black  Wwian. 
■  On  the  Evening  of  the  29th,  Mrs.  Canning 
lummoned  her  little  Family  to  Prayers ;  their  Inter- 
ceffions  were  more  immediately  employed  in  Behalf 
of  the  much  longed-for  Betty ;  Heaven  was  implored 
for  a  Sight  of  her,  either  dead  or  alive;  when,  of  a 
fudden,  their  Devotions  were  interrupted  by  the  un- 
expected Entrance  of  the  Perfon  that  gave  Rife  to 
them  !  Surprize  and  J  oy  overcame  the  poor  Mother  ! 
She  fell  into  a  Fit,  and  for  fome  Time  doubted  the 
real  Exiftence  of  the  Objeft  fhe  beheld  ;  fhe  bid  her 
Apprentice  feel  her,  fearing  it  was  only  her  Ghofl ! 
Nor  indeed  can  thofeApprehenfions  be  faid  to  be  alto- 
gether unnatural  5  for,  inftead  of  a  plump,  rofy,  frefh- 

coloured 

warded  for  their  Trouble.  Daily  Advertfer,  Jan.  4, 
*753- 

N.  B.  Scourer  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  Miltake  either 
of  the  Prefs  or  the  Copier ;  and  thai  it  Ihould  be  read 
Sawyer* 
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coloured  Girl,  what  faw  (he,  but  a  meagre,  pale-, 
half-ftarved  Skeleton,  alrnoft  naked,  and  carrying  all 
the  Marks  of  Wretchednefs  and  Ill-treatment  in  her 
very  Appearance  !  — The  Neighbourhood  were  fpeedi- 
ly  informed  of  the  Recovery  of  the  loft  Sheep :  Com- 
panion and  Curiofity  foon  drew  maay  of  thofe  who 
lived  neareft,  to  vifit  and  affift  the  unhappy  Sufferer  ; 
they  heard  the  Story  of  her  Re  Ma  -  f.  Confinement, 
and  other  Hardfhips,  with  Horror,  Amaze,  and  Re- 
fentment :  Could  it  well  be  otherwife  ?  Muft  not  a 
Tale,  fraught  with  fo  many  Circumftances  of  wanton 
Inhumanity,  have  (hocked  the  mod  unfeeling  Difpo- 
fition  ?  The  Novelty  as  well  as  Cruelty  of  the  Ac- 
cidents related,  could  not  but  excite  the  utmoft  Afto- 
nifhment;  and  therefoiving  to  bring  the  Authors  of  fo 
x  before-unheard-of  an  Act  of  Barbarity  to  Juflice,  was 
no  more  than  a  natural  and  becoming  Confequence 
of  their  former  Paflions  ;  for,  if  Violences  like  this 
were  permitted  to  efcape  with  Impunity,  what  Pa- 
rents could  ever  allure  themfelves  of  the  Safety  of  their 
Children  ? 

Thefe  Circumftances  were  communicated  by  one, 
who  has,  for  a  long  Time,  been  intimately  conver- 
fant  with  this  Family  -3  and  I  have  been  the  more 
minute  in  relating  them,  as  they  may  ferve  to  eluci- 
date the  Character  of  the  Mother,  with  whofe  the 
Daughter's  muft  unavoidably  be  very  clofely  con- 
nected. Infidel,  as  you  affedt  to  be  in  regard  to  this 
Affair,  I  know  you  are  no  Sceptic  in  Matters  of  Re- 
ligion ;  an  unaffected  Piety  has  always  commanded 
your  Efteem  :  Why  may  not  this  be  admitted  the 
ruling  Motive  of  Mrs.  Canning's  Conduit?  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  learn  any  thing  contradictory  of 
fuch  a  Belief;  and  though  her  Piety  ftiould  be  al- 
lowed to  be  fomewhat  tin6tured  with  Enthufiafm, 
B  4  Charity 
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Charity  will  induce  me  to  afcribe  the  Error  to  Igru* 
ranee  rather  than  Contrivance;  to  the  latter  of  which, 
there  are  not  wanting  fome,  who  would  impute  the 
whole  Courfe  of  her  Proceeding. 

But,  to  return  to  my  Narrative.  The  Refoluticn  of 
bringing  the  Offenders  to  condign  Punifhment,  was 
no  fooner  agreed  on,  than  it  was  carried  into  Exe- 
cution ;  and,  as  the  Mother's  Poverty  difabled  her 
from  feeking  that  JufHce  which  was  due  to  her  in- 
jured Daughter,  a  Subfcription  was  privately  fet  on 
foot  among  the  Neighbour?.  On  the  31ft,  the  Girl 
was  taken  before  Alderman  C bitty,  then  fitting  at 
Guildhall,  where  fhe  made  Oath  of  the  Robbery  in 
Moorfie/ds,  and  the  particular  Ill-treatment  fhe  had 
met  with  at  Endjield-Wajh  ;  in  confequence  whereof, 
a  Warrant  was  granted  for  the  Apprehenfion  of  Mo- 
ther Wells.  On  the  lit  oi  February  a  numerous 

Body  was  raifed  to  accompany  the  Warrant  down 
to  Enfield-JVaJb ;  the  Girl  herfelf,  her  Mother, 
and  two  female  Neighbours  in  a  Chaife;  four  Men 
in  a  Coach,  and  feveral  Horfemen  ;  when,  after  ha- 
ving fixed  upon  the  Room  wherein  fhe  had  been  con- 
fined, Elizabeth  Canning  tingled  out,  from  eight  others 
then  in  Company,  an  old  Gypfy  Woman,  a  Lodger 
at  Wells's,  as  the  Perfon  who  cut  off  her  Stays,  and 
otherwife  abufed  her ;  no  one  elfe  was  accufed  ;  ne- 
verthelefs  it  was  thought  prudent  to  fecure  them  all 
for  Examination,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
they  were  conveyed  in  a  Cart  to  Juftice  Tyjhmaker  : 
The  Girl  fwearing  pofitively  to  Mary  Squires,  the 
old  Gypfy,  fhe  was  committed  to  New-Prijcnfor  the 
Robbery,  and  Sufanna  Wells  to  Bridewell  for  keeping 
a  diforderly  Houfe  ;  (the  reft,  who  confided  of  a  Son 
and  two  Daughters  of  Mary  Squires,  a  Daughter  of 
Welhy  and  one  Fortune  Natus,  and  Judith  his  Wife, 

which 
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which  laft  infifted  they  had  lain  in  the  very  Room 
Canning  (aid  me  had  been  confined  in  every  Night 
for  ten  Weeks  before,  and  Virtue  Hall^  a  Girl  who 

lived  alfo  with  JVclls^  were  all  difcharged.)  I 

(hould  have  mentioned,  that  when  Squires  was  char- 
ged with  this  Fail,  fhe  immediately  affirmed,  that, 
at  the  Time  the  Robbery  w  is  laid  to  be  committed, 
fhe  was  above  an  hundred  Miles  off,  at  Abbotflmry  in 
Dorfetfhire^  and  the  fame  was  infifted  on  by  lur  Son 
and  one  of  her  Daughters,  who  alledged  they  were 
there  with  her. 

But,  that  I  may  not  incur  the  Chancer  of  a 
partial  Hittorian,  it  is  neceffary  that  I  mould  not  con- 
ceal from  you  a  Circumttance,  that  may  pbffibTy 
bring  the  Veracity  of  Cannings  Teflimony  into 
doubt.  Though  the  Majority  of  the  Company  in 
this  Expedition  to  Enfield- J Vajh  were  perfectly  well 
fatisfied  with  every  Thing  the  Girl  had  faid  and 
fworn,  and  pleafed  with  the  Succefs  of  having  appre- 
hended two  of  the  fuppofed  Delinquents  ;  yet  there 
were  a  few  who  either  could  not,  or  would  not, 
heartily  concur  in  the  Opinion,  that,  what  they  had 
been  doing,  was  altogether  right.  It  was  in  fitted 'by 
thefe,  that  when  Canning  was  before  Alderman  Chilly^ 
fhe  defcribed  the  Place  of  her  Confinement  to  be  a 
little  ^  fquarS)  dark^  or  darkijh  Room^  with  nothing  in. 
it  but  a  Grate  in  a  Chimney^  out  of  which  fhe  took  an 
old  Bed- gown ^  and  over  which  there  were  a  few  eld 
Piclures;  that  the  further  Contents  of  the  Room  con- 
fitted  only  of  an  old  Table  ^  and  a  broken  Stool  or  two  ; 
that  fhe  lay  on  the  bare  Boards  ;  and  that  fhe  left  fome 
Water  in  the  Pitcher  behind  her^  when  (he  made  her 
Efcape,  which  fhe  effected  by  breaking  down  fbme 
Boards  that  were  fajlened  before  the  Windows^  from 
whence  fhe  got  out  upon  a  Shed,  or  Penihoufe,  down 
B  5  which: 
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which  flieflid,  and  jumped  from  the  Edge  of  it  upon 
a  Bank.  It  is  alfo  (aid,  that  {he  fwore,  that  after  the 
two  Men  had  robbed  her,  they  carried  her  through 
Bijhopfgate-jlreet. — On  the  contrary,  the  Room  (he 
pitched  upon  did  not  in  the  leaft  correfpond  with  this 
Defcription  \  it  appeared  to  be  a  long^  narrowRoom-,  near 
three  times  as  much  in  Length  as  Breadth  ;  that  it  had 
alight  Cafementin  it,  without  any  Fajlening,  big  enough 
for  a  larger  Perfon  to  get  through  with  Eafe  \  that  it 
had  no  Grate  in  the.Chimney,  nor  any  Likelihood  that 
anv  had  been  there  for  a  long  Time  before,  feeing 
the  whole  was  covered  with  Cobwebs  of  no  fmall  Du- 
ration; that  there  were  noPiBures^  nor  any  Veftiges 
of  any ;  but  that,  inftead  of  them,  there  was  an  old 
Glajs  Cafement  over  the  Chimney,  joined  to  the  Wall 
by  Cobvjebs ;  that  there  was  a  Hole  into  the  Kitchen, 
through  which  a  Jack-line  had  been  wont  to  pafs, 
which  was  large  enough  to  furvey  the  whole  Kitchen, 
and  obferve  every  thing  tranfacled  in  it  \  that  over 
this  Hole  there  was  an  old  Jack- weight  and  Pullies  ; 
"befides  which,  there  were  in  the  Room  a  large  Neft  of 
Drawers,  three  or  four  old  Saddles,  and  near  half  a 
Load  of  Hay,  with  feveral  other  Materials  ;  all  fo  in- 
terwoven with  Cobwebs,  that  made  it  evident  they 
could  not  have  been  newly  put  there  with  a  View  of 
anfwering  any  particular  Purpofe. 

This  feeming  Incongruity  between  the  real  Ap- 
pearance of  the  Room,  uponlnfpedHon,  and  the  De- 
scription Canning  had  given  of  it,  upon  Oath,  before 
the  Sitting;  Alderman,  raifed  a  Sufpicion,  (and  indeed 
I  cannot  fay  an  unreafonable  one)  with  fome  of  the 
Company,  that  fhe  was  miftaken  as  to  the  Place  of 
her  Confinement,  and  confequently  might  alfo  be  de- 
ceived in  regard  to  the  Perfons  £he  had  accufed;  for 

Which 
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which  Reafon,  though  they  were  willing  to  believe 
fhe  had  been  fomewhere  mal-treated,  in  the  Manner 
fhe  had  mentioned,  they  could  not  agree  to  join  in  the 
Support  of  a  Profecution  againft  Perfons  who  very 
poflibly  might  be  innocent.  I  muft  obferve,  that 
thofe  who  on  this  Account  diflented  from  the  reft,  en- 
gaged with  as  much  Zeal  in  behalf  of  the  Girl,  and 
with  as  much  Refentment  againft  her  Perfecutors,  as 
they  who  ftill  continue  the  fame  Attachment  to  her,  of 
which  laft  there  are,  as  I  hinted  before,  a  confiderable 
Majority ;  and  let  a  due  Weight  be  allowed  to  the 
refpective  Reputations  of  the  Accufer  and  the  Accu- 
fed;  is  there  not  as  much  Reafon  for  believing,  that 
the  Widow  of  an  executed  Felon,  one  who  had  long 
kept  a  notorious  Brothel,  and  a  Vagabond  of  the  worjl 
Sort,  a  Gypfy,  (for  fuch  is  the  latter  faid  to  be)  were 
capable  of  committingthis,  or  any  other  Crime,  where- 
by they  might  intereft  themfelves,  as  that  a  Girl  pof- 
fejfed,  from  her  Infancy,  of  a  moral  Character,  exemplary^ 
as  well  as  hlamelefs,  fhould  be  willing  to  forge  a  falfe 
Accufation  \ 

But  notwithftanding  all  the  Improbabilities  attend- 
ing this  Girl's  Narrative,  or  the  feeming  Inconfiften- 
cies  in  her  Manner  of  relating  it,  her  Teftimony  has 
received  a  Confirmation  that  muft,  in  a  greatMeafure, 
banifh  every  Sufpicion  of  its  Falfehood.  Virtue  Hall9 
a  Girl  I  have  mentioned  before  as  one  of  thofe  taken 
in  Wells's  Houfe  on  the  ill  Inftant,  has  been  fince  ap- 
prehended by  a  Warrant  from  Mr.  Fielding,  and  upon 
her  L  amination,  (which,  you  will  find,  was  not  a 
very  fhort  one)  has  corroborated  the  Truth  of  every- 
thing Canning  had  before  fworn.  Nor  can  you. 

juftly  entertain  any  Doubt  of  the  Authenticity  of  the 
Informations  I  fend  you,  as  the  Papers  that  commu- 
nicate 
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nicate  them,  are  the  one*  under  the  profefled  Patron- 
age of  the  Juftice,  and  the  other  printed  by  a  Per- 
fon  employed  by  Canning's  Friends  to  receive  Dona- 
tions for  carrying  on  the  Profecution  f. 

.With 


*  Pub  lick  Ai'verti ;fer9  Saturday,  Feb.  10,  1 7  53. —On  Wed- 
*efday\&,  at  the  earneft  Delire  of  die  Profecutor,  Mr.  Ju- 
ftice fielding  undertook  to  examine  into  the  Robbery  of  the 
Girl,  who,  in  the  Beginning  of  January  lail,  after  having 
been  robbed  in  Moor  fields,  was  carried  by  two  Men  to  a 
Houfe  in  Enficld-lVo.fb,  where  fhe  was  ftript  of  her  Stays, 
and  then  confined  in  a  miferabie  Room  near  a  Month,  with 
no  other  Suilenance  tiian  a  Quartern  Loaf  and  a  Pitcher  of 
Water.  On  Hhurfday  E veiling  a  Girl  who  lived  in  the 
Hcufe,  and  who  was  apprehended  by  a  Warrant  from  the 
Juftice,  was  b: ought  before  him,  and  was  under  Examina- 
tion from  Six  till  Twelve  at  N'ght;  when,  after  many 
hard  Struggles  and  flout  L  enials  of  the  Tru/h,  (he,  at  length, 
cor. fejfed  the  Whole ';  by  which  Means  it  is  not  doubted  but 
that  all  the  Attors  of  that  cruel  Seem  will  be  biought  to  tire 
Fate  they  defirie. 

f  Gazetteer,  Saturday ,  Feb.  10,  1753. —  Lad  Thurfday, 
Virtue  Hall,  a  Servant  to  Mrs.  'Wells,  who  kept  a  Houfe 
of  ill  Fame  near  Enfitld-Wajh,  was  taken  into  Cuilody  by 
Virtue  of  a  Warrant  fiom  Juitice  Fielding,  and  brought  be- 
fore the  faid  Magulrate,  and,  after  a  very  Uriel  Examina- 
tion,  fhe  acknowledged,  that  Elizabeth  Canning,  a  young 
Woman,  who  was  Servant  to  M«*.  Lyon,  a  Carpenter  in 
Aide rtn anbury ,  and  who  had  beexi  robbed  by  two  Fellows 
in  Morfields,  about:  Ten  o'Clock  in  the  Evening  lalt  A>w 
Years  Day,  was  afterwards  brought  to  Mrs.  ffel/s's  Houfe, 
and  confined  there  near  a  Month,  and  that  feveral  Menaces 
were  made  ufe  ot  to  introduce  her  to  become  a  common 
Proftitute,  but  that  (he  would  not  compiy  with  their  Re- 
queft.  After  fo  long  Confinement,  the  faid  Elizabeth  Can- 
njng  took  an  Opportunity  of  pulling  down  feme  Boards, 
which  were  nailed  before  ^he  W iadov/s,  and  by  that  Means 
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With  thefe  News-papers  I  have  alfo  inclofed  another 
Paper,  entitled,  TbiCafe  0/ Elizabeth Canning*,  fign- 

ed 

flie  made  her  Efcape,  and  came  in  a  very  miferable  na- 
ked Condhicn,  and  almcft  deprived  of  her  Senfes,  to  her 
Mother,  a  poor  Widow,  who  lives  in  Aide;  m  anbury -P 'after n . 
Sv:>on  afterwards  (proper  Care  being  taken  of  her)  (he  was 
Capably  of  giving  a  particular  Account  o(  the  feveral  Hard- 
fhips  fhe  had  undergone  during  her  miferable  Confinement; 
whereupon  her  Matter,  and  feveral  of  the  Neighbours,  who 
had  known  her  from  her  Infancy,  (by  her  Direction )  went 
to  the  laid  Houfe,  and  apprehended  Ivirs.  Wells  and  ieveral 
others,  whom  they  found  in  the  Houfe ^  and  can  led  them 
before  Jultice  Tyjbmakcr  of  Edmonton,  who  committed  Mrs. 
Wells,  and  another  o:d  Woman  (called  theGypfy)  to  Pri* 
fon.  The  faid  Virtue  Hallwsfr  commuted  to  the  Gatehnufe 
by  JuHice  Fielding,  but  me  is  admitted  to  be  an  Evidcnoe 
in  the  Affair,  and,  among  others,  (he  has  impeached  a  Son 
of  the  G  pf\\  as  onfe  of  the  Perfons  that  robbed  and  cruelly 
treated  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning. 

*  Elizabeth  Canning,  a  Servant  to  Mr.  Lyon  in  Alder* 
m anbury 9  had  Leave  givven  her  to  go  and  ice  her  Uncie 
and  Aunt  on  the  full  Day  of  January  laft.  As  fhe  was 
returning  Home  in  ihe  Evening  of  the  fame  Day,  me 
Was  feized  by  two  lufty  Fellows  in  Moor  fields,  oirectly  at  the 
Gates  of  Bethlehem  Hofpital  :  After  they  had  rifled  her 
Pockets,  they  took  her  into  the  Middle- Walk  of  the  faid 
Fields,  where  they  lliipped  her  of  her  Gown,  Apron, 
&c.  She  crying  out  Murder !  one  of  the  Fsllowa  llruck 
her  on  the  Right  Temple,  which  immediately  deprived 
her  of  her  Ser  ies.  When  file  recovered,  {he  found  herieif 
in  an  open  Road  between  the  cwo  Robb  rs,  who  (bon  con- 
veyed her  to  a  Houfe,  in  which  (he  faw  an  old  Woman 
and  rzvo  young  ones.  The  o'd  Woman  told  her,  if  (lie 
vvcu  d  do  as  they  did,  ( which  <v:as  Whoring  and  Thieving) 
fh-  (ho  til  id  want  for  nothing  :  But,  upon  her  RefufaJ,  the 
old  Woman  CLt  off  her  Stays,  and  then  forced  her  up  a  Pair 
of  Stairs*  with  horrid  Imprccatidfes,  and  threatening  to  cut 
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ed  by  fix  Trad efmen  of  the  highefl:  Reputation,  who 
declare  themfelves  ready  to  atteft  the  Truth  of  the 

.Fads 

her  Throat  if  fhe  made  the  lead  Noife.  She  was  then  con- 
fined in  a  dark  Rcom,  and  had  only  a  fmall  Quantity  of 
Bread  and  Water  to  fupport  her,  and  a  littie  Hay  to  lie  on. 
On  the  29th  of  January  file  efcaped,  by  making  a  Hole  in 
the  Boards  of  the  Window,  about  Four  o*  Clock  in  the  Af- 
ternoon, and  came  to  her  Mother's  Houfe,  about  Ten  at 
Night,  in  a  moll  miferable  Condition. 

When  this  unhappy  young  Woman  was  nfked  where  thz 
had  been,  Jhe  could  give  no  other  Account,  than  that  Jhe  had 
been  confined  in  a  Houfe  on  the  Herttordfhire  Road,  which  fne 
knew,  by  feeirg  the  Coachman  who  drove  her  Miftrefs 
into  that  County  pafsby,  through  the  Hole  of  the  Window. 

The  Houfe  of  that  notorious  Woman,  well  known  by 
the  Name  of  Mother  Wells;  between  Enfield-Wafh  and 
Waltham-Crofs,  was  immediately  suspect  ed  ;  arid  from 
many  Circumftances,  appears  to  be  the  difmal  Pi  ifon  of  this 
unhappy  Sufferer,  whole  melancholy  Situation,  fmce  her 
miraculous  Efcape,  is  worthy  the  Companion  and  charitable 
Contributions  of  all publick  fpirited  People,  and  every  one  who 
has  any  Regard  for  the  Safety  of  their  own  Children  and  Re- 
lations,  who  are  equally  liable  to  the  fame  inhuman  and  cruel 
Ufage  as  the  before -mentioned  young  Perfon  ;  who,  fince  her 
Efc  ipefrom  the  Houfe  of  that  Monger  of  a  Woman,  has  been 
ina  moll  deplorable  Condition;  the  whole  Courfe  of  Nature 
having,  as  it  were,  been  put  out  of  its  ufual  A£tion  ;  fhe 
has,  through  her  uncommon  and  cruel  Ufage,  been  depri- 
ved of  the  natural  Effects  of  Food,  nothing  having  paifed 
through  her  fmce  being  firll  hurried  away  in  the  Manner 
before-mentioned,  but  by  the  Art  and  indefatigable  Pains  of 
the  Phyflcian  and  Apothecary  who  attended  her,  till  the  7th 
of  February,  when  Ihe  had  an  urinary  Evacuation.  All 
thefe  Circumftances  being  duly  coniidered,  it  is  not  doubted 
hut  a  Subfcription,  or  Contribution,  will  foon  be  raifed,  to 
enable  the  Perfons  who  have  undertaken  to  dete&  this  noto- 
rious Gang*  to  profecutt  their  good  Intention  wiih  the  utmoft 

Vigour, 
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Fa&s  it  reports.  I  cannot  but  frankly  own  thefe 
Circumftances  have  their  full  Weight  with  me ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  Iftiall  not  omit  fome  Obfervations  on  the 
laft-mentioned  Paper,  made  by  our  Friend,  Mr. 
Martin,  who  is  now  with  me,  and  diverting  himfelf 
with  my  pretended  Credulity,  for  he  will  allow  it  to 

be  nothing  elfe.  He  infills,  that  v/ere  there  no 

other  Prefumption  againft  the  Belief  of  the  Story, 
That  very  Cafe  would  be  fufficient  for  him  to  difcredit 
the  Whole  of  it. 

He  remarks,  that  if  this  Girl  could  give  no  other 
Account  of  her  Prifon,  or  her  Perfecutors^  at  her  com- 
ing home,  than,  that  fhe  had  been  confined  in  a  Houfe 
on  the  Hertford  (hire  Road,  herReadinefs  in  fwearing 
to  a  particular  Perfon,  and  a  particular  Place,  only 
becaufe  they  were  fufpecledby  fome  of  her  Friends,  is 

a  ftrong 

Vigour,  asfucha  Nejl  of  Villains  is  of  the  greater!  Danger 
to  the  Safety  of  all  his  Majeity's  good  Subje&s. 

The  Truth  of  the  above-mentioned  Facls,  <we  <whofe  Names 
mre  under -written,  (Inhabitants  in  and  about  Alder manhn- 
ry-Poftern )  who  have  known  the  above  Elizabeth  Canning 
from  her  Birth,  to  have  always  been  a  very  fober,  honelt^ 
and  induftrious  Girl,  are  ready  to  attefi. 

Francis  Roberts.  Robert  Garrard. 
Tho?nas  Miles.  *Jafper  Brydon.' 

yohn  Marfhall.         Thomas  King. 

Cafes  may  be  h^d  gratis ,  and  Donations  are  taken  in,  at 
the  Royal  Exchange  Coffee-houfi  in  Threedneed'e- 
fireet,  at  Lloyd's  Coffee-houfe  in  Lombard  freet ;  at  St. 
Dunjlaris  Coffee -houfe  in  Fleet  ■■  ft reet  ,  at  Mr  Say's, 
Printer,  in  Ne<wgat*-ftveet ;  and  at  Mr.  Francis  Ro- 
bert s\  in  Aldermanbury,  who  is  appointed  Treifurer 
for  carrying  on  the  Profecuuor^s. 
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a  ftrong  Implication,  that  flie  would,  with  the  fame 
Promptnefs,  have  fworn  againft  any  other  Per  Ion, 
or  to  any  other  Place  that  had  been  fuggefted  to  her 
through  the  lame  Channel  ;  and  though  it  is  not  im- 
poffible  but  that  fhe  may  have  been  lucky  enough  to 
have  fworn  to  no  more  than  what  may  be  true,  yet 
her  being  in  the  right  is  manifeftly  the  Effect  of  no- 
thing but  meer  Chance,  without  any  real  Certainty  ; 
which  laft  alone  ought  to  diiect  an  Oath,  or  deter- 
mine its  Credibility  :  Confequentlv,  her  Facility,  or 
Precipitation,  (call  it  which  you  pleafe)  in  willingly 
and  politively  (wearing  to  Matters,  that,  it  is  admit- 
ted, fhe  had  no  clear  Knowledge  of,  argues  fuch  an 
Jndi  Terence  or  Difregard  to  the  facred  Obligation  of 
Oaths  in  general,  as  cannot  but  greatly  leffen  the 
W eight  of  her's  before  Alderman  Chitty  with  every 

thinking,  conscientious   Perfon.  ~  He  likewise 

takes  Notice  of  an  Inconfiftence  between  the  Para- 
graph in  the  Gazetteer^  that  accompanies  this,  and  the 
Cafe  before  us  ;  both  which  he  is  willing  to  believe, 
from  the  Similarity  of  the  Diction,  were  penned  by 
the  fame  Hand.  In  the  former  of  them  it  is  (aid,  that 
the  Neighbours  went  to  Enfield-Wajh>  by  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Girl  her  f  elf ,  whereas,  in  the  latter,  it  is 
plainly  implied,  that  Jhe  could  give  no  Directions  at 
all  about  the  Matter. 

Mr.  Martin  further  obferves,  in  relation  to  Can- 
nings fix  Friends,  who  have  under-figned  her  Cafe, 
that  though  their  promifed  Attestation  may  perchance 
influence  the  very  credulous  or  inconfiderate  Reader, 
fo  far  as  to  procure  Contributions  ;  (the  only  Purpofe, 
he  fuppofes,  they  lent  their  Names  for)  yet,  with  the 
more  difcerning  Part  of  Mankind,  it  will,  in  all  Like- 
lihood, meet  with  a  different  Reception,  feeing  the  e 
Gentlemen  have  undertaken  to  aiiejl  the  Truth  of 
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Pafis^  which,  it  is  impoffible,  they  fhould  know  any 
thing  of,  but  by  the  Report  of  the  Girl  herfelf,  or  of 
the  new  Evidence  Virtue  Hall  \  both  whole  Testimo- 
nies there  may  be  Room  to  fufpefl,  as  the  one  fwears 
upon  a  very  loofe  Foundation,  and  the  other  in  order 
to  protect  herfelf :  To  v/hich  he  adds,  that  whether 
their  making  this  Promife  be  afcribed  to  Inadverten- 
cy or  Defign,  it  will  yield  no  additional  Honour  to 
their  Undei (landings  ;  as  it  may  be  inferred,  that,  let 
Canning  fay  or  fwear  whatever  fne  may  have  an  In- 
clination to,  (he  will  be  fure  of  finding  fubftantial 
Vouchers  to  fupporr  it. 

Such  are  the  Reflections  upon  this  Cafe,  made  by 
our  worthy  Friend,  for  whole  Opinion  we  have  an 
equal  Efteem.  That  they  will  be  pleafingto  you,  I 
doubt  not,  and  the  more  fo  as  they  feem  to  tally 
mighty  well  with  your  particular  Sentiments  on  this 
Affair  :  But  let  me  appeal  even  to  yourfelf :  Have  they 
not  more  the  Air  of  Cavil  than  Argument  ?  To  fpeak 
of  them  in  the  molt  modeft  Terms,  are  they  not  a 
little  uncharitable?  I  confefs  I  cannot  eafily  prevail 
upon  myfelf  to  imagine,  that  half  a  Dozen  Men  of 
Fortune  and  Character  would,  upon  any  Terms,  fub- 
mit  to  have  their  Names  proftituted  to  ferve  any  fini- 
fterPurpofes;  but  would  rather  impute  the  feeming 
Temerity  of  their  Engagement,  in  becoming  thus 
voluntary  Sponfors  for  the  Truth  of  this  Girl's  Nar- 
rative, to  the  Effervefcence  of  their  Zeal,  laudably 
animated  for  the  Protection  of  injured  Innocence. 
The  fame  Caufe  might  alfo  render  them  lefs  attentive 
to  the  Method  of  Expreffion,  (the  Accuracy  of  which 
I  cannot  contend  for)  only  that  it  might  appear  to 
them  morr.  conducive  to  their  commendable  Inten- 
tions, 


The 


The  Prolixity  of  this  Letter  will,  I  hope,  fufficient- 
ly  teftify  my  Readinefs  to  gratify  your  Curiofity,  or 
contribute  to  your  Amufement ;  and  it  muft  ftill  do 
more ;  it  muft  alfo  apologize  for  my  not  anfwering 
all  your  other  Commiffions :  However,  to  convince 
you  that  I  am  not  quite  forgetful  of  them,  or  of  my 
young  Coufins ;  I  have,  for  the  Entertainment  of  the 
Ladies,  fent,  by  Freeman,  who  brings  this,  the 
Numbers  yet  publifhed  of  a  Paper  that  made  its  firfl: 
Appearance  laft  Month,  called  The  W orld.— — m 
A  Paper,  that,  if  it  continues  to  maintain  the  Spirit 
and  Politenefs  it  fets  out  with,  cannot  fail  meeting 
with  Efteem,  and  may  ferve  as  a  Proof  that  we  are 
not  quite  deftituteof  good  Writers  ;  nor  have  I  omit- 
ted the  Tranflation  of  Sallujl,  for  which  you  exprefs 
a  particular  Earne.ftnefs  ;  and  I  am  perluaded  the 
Perufal  of  our  favourite  Claffick,  in  an  elegant  Eng- 
UJh  Drefs,  will  be  as  pleafmg  to  you,  as  it  may  be 

ufeful  to  Mafter  Tommy  *.  The  only  further  Ufe  I 

fhail  make  of  this  Epifile  is,  for  a  Conveyance  of  my 
beft  Wi  flies  to,  and  for,  you,  and  your's,  and  conclude 
it  with  fubfcribing  myfelf,  as  I  really  am, 

Feb.  13,  Your  fmcerely  obliged,  &c. 

% 

P.  S.  Next  Sunday  Mr.  Martin  and  felf  purpofe 
drinking  your  Health  with  our  old  School-fellow 
Tom  Foley,  at  Wcflminfler\  when  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable Curiofity  may  lead  us  to  pay  a  Vifit  to  Vir- 
tue Hall,  now  in  the  Gatehoufe,  on  account  of  Can- 
ning. 

L  E  T- 


*  This  Tranflation  has  been  fince  advertifed  with  the 
Name  of  the  Tranflator,  the  ingenious  Mr.  Rofe  of  Kc<wa 
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LETTER  III. 

A  S  long  as  my  good  Friend  is  pleafed  to  acknow* 
JL  \  ledge  himlelf  under  Obligations  to  me  for  my 
Punctuality  in  other  RefpcCis,  he  (hall  he  welcome  to 
laugh  at  my  Expence  for  the  Opinion  I  have  hitherto 
held  in  regard  to  Canning  :  It  does  not  belong  to  me 
to  pretend  to  Infallibility  ;  I  may  very  poffibly  have 
been  miftaken,  but,  if  I  am,  remember  it  is  on  the 
charitable  Side  of  the  Queftion,  in  behalf  of  an  help- 
lefs  Object,  whofe  Sufferings,  if  true,  certainly  de- 
ferve  Companion,  and  whofe  Story,  till  it  is  contra- 
dicted by  fome thing  more  than' bare  Conjecture,  de- 
mands Credit. 

On  Thurfday  laft  the  two  Prifoners,  Mary  Squires 
and  Sufanna  Wells?  took  their  Trials  at  the  Old  Bailey  y 
and  were  both  convicted  of  the  Charges  brought 
againft  them.  As  I  was  prefent,  and  took  fome  Mi- 
nutes of  what  pafTed,  it  is  in  my  Power  to  gratify 
your  Curiofity,  without  obliging  you  to  wait  for  the 
Publication  of  the  Seilions-Paper.  This,  therefore,  I 
fhall  make  the  Subject  of  my  prefent  Letter,  not  at  all 
doubting  that  it  can  be  difagreeable  to  you. 

Squires  was  indicted  for  allaulting,  putting  in  fear, 
CsV.  Elizabeth  Canning?  in  the  Houfe  of  Sufanna  Wells , 
and  there  robbing  her  of  a  Pair  of  Stays,  Value  10  s, 
January  2. 

The  Latter  for  harbouring  and  concealing  the  faid 
Squires ,  after  the  Commiffion  of  the  faid  Fact,  (he 

well 
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tyell  knowing  the  fame  had  been  then  and  there  com- 
mitted *. 

Elizabeth  Canning  was  the  firftWitnefs  called, 
who  delivered  her  Teflimony  with  furprizing  Inflexi- 
bility and  Boldnefs,  to  the  following  Purport : 
That  at  about  Eleven  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  of  the 
Firft  of  January,  fhe  fet  out  from  her  Mailer's  Houfe, 
and  went  to  lee  an  Uncle  and  Aunt,  v/hofe  Names 
are  Colley,  at  Salt-Peire  Bank  :  With  them  flie  ftaid 
till  about  Nine  the  fame  Night,  when  they  accom- 
panied her,  in  her  Way  home,  as  far  as  Aldgate, 
where  they  left  her ;  from  thence  fhe  proceeded  alone 
down  Hound/ditch,  and  over  Moor  fields :  Under  Bedlam- 
IP  all  two  lufty  Fellows,  both  in  Great  Coats,  laid  hold 
of  her,  one  on  each  Side,  and,  without  ipeaking  to 
her,  robbed  her  of  half  a  Guinea  and  three  Shillings, 
her  Gown,   Apron,  and  Hat,  which  they  folded  up, 
and  put  into  a  Great-Coat  Pocket.  Upon  her  fcream- 
ingout,  they  put  a  Handkerchief \  or  fome  fuch  Thing, 
to  her  Mouth,  and  tied  her  Hands  behind  her  ;  after 
which,  one  of  them  gave  her  a  Blow  on  the  Temple, 
and  faid,  D-^—n  you,  you  B — h\  we'll  do  for  you  by  and 
by.    She  was  ft  united  by  this  Blow,  and  fell  into  a  Fit, 
which  Fits  flie  had  been  fubject  to  for  fome  Years 
before.    Thefe  joint  Accidents  rendered  her  fo  far 
infenfible,  that  {he  could  remember  nothing  of  what 
palTed,  till  fhe  found  hcrfelf  in  a  large  watery  Road, 
with  the  two  Men  that  robbed  her,  who  continue*! 
lugging  her  along  till  they  came  to  the  Prifoner  Wells 's, 
Houfe,  which  fhe  imagines  they  reached  about  Four 
o'Clock  in  the  Morning,  //  being  about  Three  Hours 

or 

*  Note,  this  Account  of  the  Trial  ha%  upon  Examina- 
tion, been  found  to  correfpor.d  with  that  given  in  the  Sef- 
|pA*7Paper. 
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$r  better  before  Day-light  appeared.  Being  afked, 

whether  fii'e  could  form  any  Judgment  of  the  Manner 
of  her  Conveyance,  her  Reply  was,  That  (he  be- 
lieved they  dragged  her  along  by  her  Petticoats,  they 
being  made  fo  dirty  ;  but  that  fhe  was  not  fenfible 
till  within  half  an  Hour  of  her  Arrival  at  Enfield" 
Wajh. 

She  further  faid,  That  upon  her  coming  in  to 
Wtltis  Houfe,  (he  obferved  the  Gypfey  lVomany 
Squires^  fitting  in'a6VWr,  in  her  Gown^  with  a.  Hand- 
kerchief about  her  Head,  and  tivo  young  V/ome?i,  one  of 
whom  was   Virtue  Hall^  (the  Evidence)  {landing 

againft  a  Drefler.  That  as   foon  as  flie  was 

brought  in,  Squires  took  her  by  the  Hand,  and  afked 
her  if  fhe  was  willing  to  go  their  Way  ;  to  which  £he 

anfwered.  No.  What  was  meant  by  this  Que- 

ftion  was  not  explained  to  her,  nor  did  {he  afk  it; 
but  upon  this  pofitive  Refufal,  the  Gypfey  took  a 
Knife  out  of  the  DrefFer-Drawer,  with  which  fhe  cut 
the  Lace  of  her  Stays,  and  took  them  from  her  :  — — 
That  when  fhe  ( Canning)  firit  faw  the  Knife,  fhe  was 
apprehenfive  the  old  Woman  w^s  going  to  cut  her 

Throat  with  it.  Squires  afterwards  looked  at 

her  Petticoat,  but  did  not  take  it  oft,  and  told  her  flie 
might  keep  that,  for  it  was  not  worth  much  ;  fhe 
then  gave  her  a  Slap  on  the  Faee^  and  pujhed  her  up 
Stairs  out  of  the  Kitchen^  wThere  they  then  were  ;  and 
fhut  the  Door,  at  the  fame  Time  threatening  her, 
that  if  fhe  either  moved,  or  made  any  Noiie,  fhe 
Would  cut  her  Throat. 

Canning  defer ibed  the  Kitchen  to  be  on  the  Right 
Hand  going  in  at  the  Street- Door ;  and  the  Stairs,  which 
were  tour  or  five  in  Number,  to  be  near  the  Fire  : — . 
That  the  Place  where  (he  was  put,  was  a  back  Room 
called  the  Hay-loft ,  wherein  fhe  continued  a  Months  by 

the 
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the  Weeks  i  all  but  a  few  Hours  \  that  in  this  Room, 
when  Day-light  appeared,  {he  difcovered  a  Fire-place 
and  a  Grate  in  it  $  no  Bed  nor  Bed/lead,  nothing  but 
Hay  to  lie  upon;  that  there  were  alio  a  Barrel,  a 
Saddle,  a  Bafon,  and  a  Tobacco-Mould  ;  likewife  a 
Msri  Pitcher*,  not  quite  full,  but  containing  near  a 
Gallon  of  Water,  and  about  twenty-four  Pieces  of 
Bread,  amounting  in  the  Whole  to  about  a  Quartern 
Loaf  which,  with  a  Penny  minced  Pye,  (that  (he 
had  bought  that  Day  to  carry  Home  to  her  Brother) 
was  all  Hie.  had  to  fubfift  on  during  her  Confinement. 

To  this  fhe  added,  that  in  all  thatTime  fhe  neither 
faw  any  Thing  brought  into  the  Room,  nor  did  any  body 
enter  it  zvhile  /he  Jfaid  there  ;  but  that  fhe  once  faw 
fomebody  peep  through  a  Crack  of  the  Door, 
though  fhe  did  not  know  who  it  was. 

From  hence  fhe  proceeded  to  give  an  Account  of 
the  Manner  of  her  accomplifhing  her  Efcape  :  That 
about  Four  o'Clock  on  Monday  in  the  Afternoon 
{January  the  29th)  fhe  broke  down  a  Board  that  was 
on  the  Infide  of  the  'Window,  (which  Window  fhe  ex- 
plained to  be  about  eight  or  ten  •  Feet  from  the 
Ground)  and  that  fhe  fifft  got  her  Head  out,  ana  kept 
faft  Hold  by  the  Wall,  and  then  got  her  Body  out  ; 
after  that  fhe  jumped  upon  foft  Clay  Ground  into  a 
little  narrow  Place,  by  a  Lane,  with  a  Field  behind  it  :—> 
That  in  getting  out  of  the  Window  fhe  hurt  her  Ear, 
which  bled  very  confiderably : — ■ —  For  Covering,  fhe 
took  an  old  Bed-gown  and  an  Handkerchief,  (both 
fhewn  in  Court)  which  fhe  found  in  the  Grate  of  the 

Chimney  belonging  to  this  Hay-loft.   Having 

thus  taken  her  Departure  from  the  Houfe,  fhe  purfued 
her  Journey  up  a  Lane,  and  crofTed  a  Utile  Brook,  fo 

over 

*  The  Pi  cher  was  produced  in  Court. 
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over  two  or  three  Fields,  (flie  is  not  certain  of  the 
Number)  that  brought  her  into  the  right  Road  to 
London,  whither  fhe  arrived  at  her  Mother's  Houfe  in 
Aldermanbury-Pojlern  about  a  Quarter  after  Ten  o'-> 
Clock  the  fame  Evening. — She  fays,  that  in  her  Journey 
homeward,  flie  ajked  her  Way  of  People  on  the  Road, 
but  did  not  go  into  any  Houfe,  nor  acquaint  any  body 
with  her  Misfortune  ;  - —  that  the  firft  Perfon  flie  faw 
on  her  coming  home,  was  the  Apprentice,  and  that 
fhe  then  faw  the  Children  and  her  Mother,  the  laft 

of  whom  fell  into  a  Fit  immediately  3          that  Mrs. 

Woodward  and  Mr.  Wintlebury*  came  foon  to  fee  her, 
and  enquired  where  fhe  had  been,  to  whom  flie  gave 
the  fame  Account  of  her  being  confined  on  the  Hert- 
ford/hire Road,  which  (he  knew  by  feeing  the  Hertford 
Coach  go  by,  the  Coachman  being  the  fame,  who  had 
been  accuftomed  to  carry  her  Miftrefs  Lyon,  and 
becaufe  flie  ufed  to  fetch  and  carry  Things  to  and 
from  the  Coach. — This  Difcovery  flie  did  not  make 

till  about  a  Week  after  her  being  there.  That  the 

fame  Evening  flie  gave  alfo  an  Account  of  the  ill 
Ufage  flie  had  met  with,  and  defcribed  to  them  the 
Jug  of  Water,  and  the  Manner  of  her  Efcape. 

On  her  crofs  Examination,  having  acknowledged, 
that  flie  was  very  much  furprized,  and  all  of  a  Tremble ; 
fhe  was  afked,  how,  under  fuch  Circumftanccs,  fhe 
could  be  able  to  tell  fo  exa£tly  who  was  in  the  Kit- 
chen at  that  Time  ?  To  which  her  Reply  was,  The 
Terro't  ?nade  her  look  about  her,    to  fee  what  Company 

was  there.  To —  How  long  did  the  two  Men 

that  brought  her  there  ftay  in  the  Room  ?  fhe  an- 
fwered,  They  Jlaid  no  longer  than  till  they  faw  her  Stays 
cut  off  that  then  they  went  away  before  fhe  ivas  put 

up 


Vide  fupra,  p.  3. 
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up  in  the  Loft.  Being  interrogated  why  fhe  never 

attempted  to  efcape  before,  and  how  fhe  came  to 
think  of  it  then  ?  her  Anfwer  was,  Becaufe  fhe 
thought  they  would  perhaps  let  her  cut ;  and  it  never 

came  into  her  Head  till  that  Morning.  She  was 

likewife  queftioned  as  to  the  Time  of  her  having 
confumed  her  Bread  and  Water  ?  The  former,  fhe 
faid,  was  quite  hard,  for  which  Reafon  fhe  ufed  to 
foak  it  in  Water,  and  had  confumed  it  all  the  Fri- 
day before  jhe  came  away,  —and  as  to  the  latter,  fhe 

declared,  that  fhe  drank  the  Remainder  of  it  about  half 

an  Hour  before  jhe  got  out  of  the  Room.  Being 

afked  whether,  during  that  Time,  fhe  had  any  Evacu- 
ation by  Stool  or  Urine,  replied,  that  fhe  had  no  Stool 
during  her  Confinement,  and  had  only  made  Wa- 
ter.  

Some  more  fuperficial  Queftions  were  afked  her, 
which  met  with  fuitable  Anfwers ;  but  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  -deferves  particular  Notice. 

Virtue  Hall  was  the  next  Witnefs,  who  firft 
depofed  to  her  Knowledge  of  the  two  Prifoners  — 
that  Hie  lived  with  Wells  tot  a  Quarter  of  a  Year  or 
better  \  —  fhe  at  firft  went  there  as  a  Lodger,  but  was 
afterwards  obliged  to  do  as  they  Would  have  her;  — 
that  Squires  came  to  Welti  s  Houfe  about  a  Fortnight 
before  Canning  was  brought  there,  and  that  John 
Squires ,  her  Son,  was  one  of  the  Men  who  brought 
Canning  to  that  Houfe,  and  carried  away  her  Stays 
after  his  Mother  had  cut  them  off ;  but  the  other 
Man,  who  affifted  in  bringing  her  thither,  and  who 
took  away  Canning' j  Cap,  fhe  never  faw  before  nor 

fince.  She  next  confirmed  Cannings  Teftimony, 

as  to  her  being  brought  to  Welti's  Houfe  at  Enfield- 
Waft))  the  Hour  of  her  Coming,  and  the  Drefs  fhe 
came  in  ;  viz.  without  a  Gowny  Hat,  or  Apron.  • 


[  25  ] 

She  likewife  fwore  to  the  cutting  off  and  taking  away 
the  Stays,  with  the  Converfation  that  pa/Ted  in  the 
Company  that  were  in  the  Kitchen,  and  the  putting 
her  up  into  the  Hay-loft,  which,  fhe  faicl,  was  called 
theWork-fhop  ;  in  all  which  Circumftances  her  Evi- 
dence, for  themoft  Part,  correfponded  with  Canning's. 
Some  little  Variation  there  was  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
ether  Parts  of  her  Depofition  ;  as  for  Inftance,  The 
latter  fwore,  that  when  the  old  Woman  afked  her,  I 
Whether  {he  (Canning)  would  go  their  Way  ?  the 
Meaning  of  this  Interrogatory  was  not  explained  to  her; 
on  the  contrary,  the  former  faid,  that  the  old  Wo- 
man very  fully  explained  her  Meaning,  by  telling  her, 

(he  meant  for  her  to  turn  Whore.  Canning  depo- 

fed,  that  fhe  was  in  the  Kitchen  when  the  Man  took 

away  her  Stays.  Hall  fwore,  that  the  taking 

away  her  Stays  was  not  till  after  fhe  was  put  up  into 

the  Workfhop.  The  one  fwore  fhe  faw  no  body 

come,  nor  any  thing  brought  into  the  Room,  during 
her  Confinement ;  the  other  affirmed,  ,that  the  old 
Woman  carried  the  Pitcher  of  Water  up  Stairs  three 
Hours  after  Canning  was  there,  when  it  began  to  grow 
lighty  nor  did  they  quite  correfpond  in  their  De- 
fcription  of  the  Furniture  of  this  Work-fhop  or  Hay- 
loft ;  for  Hall  mentioned  a  great  many  Pieces  of 
Wood  and  a  great  deal  of  Hay  ;  whereas  Canning  took 
no  Notice  of  the  former  ;  and  her  Account  implied 
there  being  but  very  little  of  the  latter.  She  fpoke 
alfo  to  fome  other  Particulars,  that  fell  chiefly  under 
her  own  more  immediate  Cognizance, —  as,  that  du- 
ring the  Tranfaftion  of  the  Robbery,  Wells  was  in 
the  Parlour  \ — that  fhe  ( (Veils)  faid,  the  Gypfey  Man 
had  acquainted  her  with  what  they  had  done,  and 
charged  her  [Hall)  not  to  make  a  Clack  of  it,  fearing 
it  fiiguld  be  known ;  —  Virtue  Hall  likewife  faid, 
C  that 
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that  upon  her  once  afking,  whether  the  Girl  was  gone 
yet  ?  the  old  Gypfey  anfwered,  What  was  that  to  her  ? 
jhe  had  no  Bufmefs  with  it ;  and  that  {he  durft  not  be 
further  inquifitive,  being  apprehenfive  of  being  her* 
felf  treated  in  the  fame  Manner  ;  but  that  fhe  was 
the  firft  Perfon  that  miffed  Canning  after  her  Efcape. 

 She  admitted  that  Fortune  Natus  and  his  Wife 

lodged  there,  and  denied  any  Knowledge  of  the  Bed- 
gown and  Handkerchief  before  produced. 

Thomas  Colley,  Canning's  Uncle,  was  next 
examined,  who  fwore  to  her  having  dined  and  fpent 
the  New  Year's  Day  at  his  Houfe  till  the  Evening 
about  Nine  o'Clock  \  and  that  he  and  his  Wife  ac- 
companied her  on  her  Way  Home  as  far  as  the  Blue 
Ball  at  Hounfditch^  where  they  parted  with  her  at 
about  half  an  Hour  after  Nine  ;  and  that  fhe  then  had 
on  a  Gown,  Hat,  and  white  Apron. 

Elizabeth  Canning,  the  Girl's  Mother,  gave 
in  Evidence,  that  her  Daughter  had  been  miffing  from 
New  Year's  Day  to  the  Day  before  King  Charles's 
Martyrdom,  on  the  Evening  of  which  Day  fhe  came 
Home  with  nothing  but  the  dirty  Gown  before-men- 
tioned, and  a  Cap  on;  that  fhe  had  advertifed  her 
three  Times ;  that  upon  the  firft  Sight  of  her,  fhe 
herfelf  fell  into  a  Fit,  from  which  when  fhe  recovered, 
fhe  found  her  Daughter  talking  to  Mrs.  Woodward 
and  Mr.  Wintlcbury^  to  whom  fhe  gave  the  fame  Ac- 
count as  that  fhe  had  now  given  to  the  Court ;  the 
Mother  alio  mentioned  her  Daughter's  being  fubje£l 
to  Fits,  firft  occafioned  by  a  Garret  Cieling  falling  on 
her  Head  ;  and  that  when  fhe  came  into  her  warm 
Bed,  flie  was  very  fick,  and  had  no  free  Paffage 
through  her  for  Stool  or  Urine,  but  what  was  ef- 
fe&ed  by  Glyfters,  for  feven  Days  after  fhe  came 
Home. 

John 
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John  Wintlebury  confirmed  the  Mother's 
Depofition,  as  to  the  Daughter,  Canning's  coming 
Home  in  the  dirty  Bed-gown  and  a  Cap ;  and  that  (he 
gave  the  fame  Account  of  her  Robbery  and  Confine- 
ment that  Night,  but  not  quite  fo  fully  as  (he  did  the 
Wednefday  following,  before  the  Sitting  Alderman,  but 
that  all  agreed  with  what  fhe  had  fworn  in  Court. 

Joseph  Adamson  depofed,  that  having  been  ac- 
quainted with  Elizabeth  Canning,  the  younger,  for 
fome  Years,  he  agreed  to  go  with  leveral  more 
Neighbours  to  apprehend  the  People  (he  had  accu- 
fed  ;  that  getting  there  before  the  Chaife  came,  in 
which  fhe  was,  and  having  been  in  the  Room,  he 
rid  back  to  meet  her,  and  afked  her  fome  ghiejiions 
about  it ;  wThen  {he  defcrihed  the  Room  as  having 
fome  Hay  in  it,  the  Cheney- Place  in  the  Corner,  and  as 
being  an  odd  Sort  of  an  empty  Room  : — That  he  carried 
her  out  of  the  Chaife  into  the  Houfe,  fet  her  upon  the 
Dreffer  in  the  Kitchen,  and  ordered  all  the  People  to 
be  brought  to  her,  when,  upon  the  firft  Sight  of  Mary 
Squires,  fhe  faid,  That  is  the  Woman  that  cut  my 
Stays  off,  and  threatened  to  cut  my  Throat  if  I  made 

any  Noife.  After  this,  he  faicl,  fhe  was  carried 

into  feveral  Rooms  of  the  Houfe,  but  fhe  did  not 
pitch  upon  any,  till  (he  was  taken  into  the  Work- 
shop, which,  (he  declared  was  the  Room  fhe  had 
been  confined  in,  but  that  there  feemed  to  be  more 
Hay  at  that  Time  than  when  fhe  was  in  it  before  ~ 
that  being  wiiiing  to  try  her,  he  afked  if  fhe  could  re- 
collect any  thing  that  might  be  feen  out  of  the  Win- 
down  ?  To  which  fhe  anfwered,  A  Hill  and  fomeHoufes 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  Lane ;  that  upon  opening  the 
Cafement,  it  was  as  fhe  had  defcribed,  the  Houfes 
being  there,  and  the  Hill,  Ghinkford-Hill  \  —  that  he 
believes  fhe  could  not  fee  thefe  Particulars  when  fhe 
C  2  fpoke, 
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fpoke,  bccaufe  he  flood  between  her  and  the  Win- 
dow, with  his  Back  to  the  Cafement; —  that  upon 
being  afked,  fhe  pointed  to  the  Window  from  whence 
fhe  made  her  Efcape,  againft  which  fbme  Boards 
were  nailed  up ;  that  this  Window  was  one  Story 
high,  and  large  enough  for  him  to  have  got  out  of;  and 
that  fome  of  the  Plaiiter,  on  the  Out-fide,  being  broke 
down,  convinced  him  of  the  Reality  of  her  having 

made  her  Efcape  from  thence.  As  he  had,  in  the 

Courfe  of  delivering  his  Evidence,  faid,  That  he  had 
fecured  the  People  in  the  Houfe  about  an  Hour  and 
half  before  the  Coach,  'izfc.  came,  he  was  afked  whe- 
ther any  of  them  feemed  unwilling  to  be  infpecled ;  to 
which  he  replied,  That  they  were  very  unwilling  to 
be  flopped ;  particularly  Mary  Squires^  who,  upon  the 
Girl's  charging  her,  protefted  her  Innocence,  and  that 
fhe  had  never  feen  her  before  :  He  likewife  faid,  that 
Canning  alfo  fixed  upon  Virtue  Hall^  as  one  of  the 
Perfons  that  was  in  Company  in  the  Kitchen  the 
Night  fhe  was  robbed. 

Mr.  Ada?nfon"s  Teftimony,  in  regard  to  what 
pafied  at  the  Houfe,  was  corroborated  by  Edward 
Lyon,  Cannings  Mafter,  and  one  Robert  Scar- 
rat,  who  alfo  fwore,  that  on  the  Evening  of  her 
Return  Home,  fhe  defcribed  the  Fields  and  a  Bridge 
near  the  Houfe  ;  likewife,  that  upon  his  a/king  her, 
whether  fhe  perceived  a  Tanner's  Houfe,  fhe  replied, 

that  fhe  believed  there  was.  ■  He  further  added, 

/hat  he  heard  the  Girl  examined  before  the  Sitting 
Alderman^  and  that  fhe  gave  the  fame  Account  before 

him,  as  fhe  had  now  given  to  the  Court.  Being 

afked  whether  John  Squires  was  in  the  Room  at  the 
Time  when  Canning  pitched  upon  the  old  Woman 
and  the  reft,  he  replied,  that  he  was  there,  and  that 
though  Canning  faid  fhe  could  not  fwear  to  him,  yet 
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he  looked  much  like  one  of  the  Men  who  robbed 
her,  efpecially  when  he  had  his  Great  Coat  on. 
This,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  their  Evidence,  was  alfo 
confirmed  by  Edward  Rossiter,  who,  in  addition 
to  what  the  laft  Witnefles  had  fworn,  declared,  that 
Canning  faid,  that  fhe  did  not  fee  Wells  in  the  Houfe, 
but  fhe  once  faw  her  from  the  Window,  tho'  did  not, 
at  that  Time,  know  (he  was  the  Miftrefs  of  the 
Houfe. 

 \ —  Backler,  an  Apothecary,  was  called,  who 

gave  an  Account  of  the  Condition  fhe  was  in,  when 
he  was  fent  for  to  her  ;  —  that  fhe  was  fo  extremely 
low  and  weak,  that  her  Voice  wTas  fcarcely  diftinguifh- 
able,  and  her  Pulfe  hardly  difcoverable,  with  frequent 
cold  Sweats  ;  ■ — that  fne  told  him  fhe  had  no  Pafiage 
during  her  Confinement;  that  he  directed  a  Glyfter 
for  her  the  fame  Day  ;  and  that  the  fame  was  obliged 
to  be  frequently  repeated,  before  fhe  found  any  Re- 
lief. 

The  Profecutors  having  here  refted  their  Charge, 
the  Prifoner,  Mary  Squires,  called  the  following  Per- 
fons  to  her  Defence. 

John  Gibbon,  who  fwore,  that  he  was  born, 
and  then  lived,  at  Ahhotjbury  in  Dorfetjhire,  and  kept 
aPublick  Houfe,  called,  The  Old  Ship,  where  theEx- 
cife-Office  is  held ;  —  that  he  had  known  and  feen 
the  Prifoner,  Squires,  three  Years  before,  and  fhe, 
with  her  Son  George,  and  her  Daughter  Lucy,  came 
to  his  Houfe  the  firft  Day  of  "January,^  1753,  with 
Handkerchiefs,  Cheques,  and  other  Things,  of  that 
Sort,  to  fell  about  their  Town  ;  and  that  they  ftaid 
at  his  Houfe  from  the  faid  firft  of  January  to  the 
ninth  Day  of  the  fame  Month  ;  —  that  the  Reafon  of 
his  being  able  to  particularize  the  Time  is,  becaufe 
John  Ward,  anExcifeman,  being  taken  ill,  one  An- 

C  3  drew 
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dreiv  Wicks,  or  Wick,  was  fent  to  officiate  in  his  Room, 
and  that  he  put  down  the  Day  of  the  Month  when 
this  Wicks  came. 

William  Clarke,  a  Shoemaker,  faid,  he  alfo 
lived  at  Abbot/bury,  and  had  done  fo  for  feven  Years; 
that  he  faw  Mary  Squires,  her  Son,  and  Daughter, 
at  the  Hoafe  of  Gibbon,  the  foregoing  Witnefs,  on  the 
firft  of  January  1753;  and  that  he  had  feen  them 
near  three  Years  ago  at  Abbotsbury,  felling  Handker- 
chiefs, &c.  that  the  laft  Time  of  their  being  there,  he 
faw  the  Landlord's  Wife  of  the  Ship  buy  fome  Aprons 
of  them  ;  —  that  the  laft  Time  of  his  feeing  them 
"was  on  the  Road,  when  they  kept  Company  together 
for  fome  Time  \  and  that  he  parted  with  them  at 
Crude-way-foot,  four  Miles  from  Abbotsbury,  and  three 
from  Dorchejier,  the  ninth  or  tenth  Day  of  the  fame 
Month. 

Thomas  GrevilU  depofed  to  feeing  them  at  his 
Houfe3  the  Lamb  at  Combe,  on  the  14th  of  the  fame 
Inftant ;  and  that  they  ftayed  there  one  Night. 

In  Contradi&ion  to  thefe  Witneffes,  John  Iniver 
was  called,  on  the  Part  of  the  Profecution,  who  faid, 
he  fold  Fifn  about  the  Vicinage  of  Waltham-crofs,  and 
fwore,  that  he  knew  the  Prifoner,  Squires,  very  well 
by  Sight ;  that  he  had  feen  her  every  Day  for  three 
Weeks  before  her  being  taken,  walking  about  in 
that  Neighbourhood,  and  going  to  Peoples  Houfes, 
under  the  Pretence  of  telling  Fortunes,  and  that  {he 
once  told  him  his  Fortune ;  —  that  fhe  was  always 
alone,  till  the  Day  file  was  apprehended,  when  he  faw 
with  her  a  young  Man,  drefied  in  blue-grey  Cloaths, 
and  two  young  Women,  who  were  all  taken  out  of 
Wells's  Houfe. 

Wells  had  nothing  to  offer  in  her  Defence,  but  an 
abfolute  Denial  of  the  Accufatioji  j  and  at  the  fame 

Time 
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Time  confeffed,  that  her  Character  would  not  bear 
an  Enquiry. 

Upon  the  Whole,  the  Jury  thought  fit  to  find 
Squires  capitally  Guilty  ;  and  Wells  guilty  of  the  Mif- 
demeanor  {he  was  charged  with. 

In  the  preceding  Narrative,  I  have  rather  con- 
fulted  Impartiality  than  Method  ;  let  the  former  at- 
tone  for  the  Want  of  the  latter.  I  (hall  leave  it  to 
you  to  make  what  Reflections  you  pleafe  upon  the 
Trial,  only  obferving;,  that  the  whole  Court  did  not 
feem  perfectly  fatisncd  with  the  Verdict :  For,  when 
one  of  the  Council  for  the  Profecution  moved  for 
the  Commitment  of  the  Weft-country  People  for 
Perjury,  another,  on  the  fame  Side,  (I  think  it  was 
Mr.  Stow,  whofe  Judgment,  by  the  Difcerning,  is 
allowed  to  equal  his  Candour)  declared  his  Difagree- 
ment  to  that  Motion  ;  for  that  it  did  not  clearly  appear 
to  him,  that  thofeMen  were  perjured  :  To  which  Mr, 
Juftice  Gundry  replied,  Nor  to  me  neither.  And, 
indeed,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  if  the  Face  may  be 
admitted  to  beany  Sort  of  Index  to  the  Heart,  never 
did  any  Mens  Countenances  plead  ftronger  in  their 
Favour  ;  and  the  Simplicity,  as  well  as  Pofitivenefs, 
of  their  Teftimonies,  feemed  to  challenge  a  greater 
Regard  than  was  paid  to  them  —  Mr.  Taylor^  our 
old  Acquaintance  at  Pembroke  *,  who,  by  his  Office, 
had  an  Opportunity  of  hearing  the  private  Sentiments 
of  the  Bench,  tells  me,  that  Orders  are  given  for 
fending  Letters  into  Dorfetjhire  to  enquire  of  the 
Characters  of  thefe  Men,  and  into  the  Truth  of  the 
Defence  they  came  to  fupport.— But  be  this  Af- 
fair how  it  will,  the  Profecutors  appear  determined, 
efpecially  fince  this  Conviction,  to  purfue,  with  the 
C  4  utmofl: 

*  Pembroke-Hall  in  Cambridge, 
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utrnoft  Rigour,  every  Perfon  fuppofed  to  be  concern- 
ed in  the  Abufe  of  this  poor  Girl ;  nor  can  their  Re- 
fentment  be  deemed  unjuft,  or  illaudable.  The  Pa- 
pers I  fend  you  will  inform  you,  that  they  have  ad- 
vertifed  the  Son  of  Mary  Squires  f,  and  have  been 

very 


f  Gazetteer,  Feb.  14,— —  Whereas  Information  was 
made,  on  Oath,  before  the  Warfhipful  Mr.  Juftice  Fielding, 
by  Virtue  Ha//,  who  was  adm  tted  an  Evidence,  that 
John  Squires  (whofe  Mother  was  capita/ly  convicted 
on  Jhurfday  the  2 2cl  Inftant,  for  robbing  and  cruelly  uFing 
Elizabeth  Canning)  well  known  by  the  Name  of  GEORGE 
SQU IRES,  in  Blackman-p  eety  Newingfon-Butts,  Norwood, 
and  in  the  Towns  and  Villages  theieabout?,  is  one  of  the 
Men  that  robbed  and  brougiv:  Elizabeth  Canning  to  Mrs. 
ffV/j's  Koufe,  on  Tuefday  Morning  about  Four  o1  Clock, 
on  the  2d  of  January  Jaft  :  Whoever  will  apprehend  him, 
that  he  may  be  brought  to  Juftice  for  the  above  Crime,  on 
Convi&ion  fhall  receive  of  Mr.  Francis  Roberts*  in  Alder  ^ 
manbury-Poftern,  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds,  over  and  above 
the  Reward  allowed  for  apprehending  Highwaymen, 
Street-Robbers,  £5V„ 

ALB.  The  faid  Squires  is  about  five  Feet  ten  Inches 
high,  walks  upright,  is  well  made,  of  a  dark,  tawny  gyp. 
fey  Complexion,  about  the  Age  of  Thirty,  generally  wears 
a  dark  Hqrfeman's  Great  Coat,  knapped,  with  large  In* 
fide  Pockets ;  under  that  a  blue  Coar,  a  Scarlet  Waiilcoar, 
with  Glafs  black  Buttons,  and  black  Button- holes,  and  a 
dark- brown  Bob  Wig. 

Whoever  will  difcover  and  apprehend  the  other  Perfon, 
whofe  Name  is  at  prefent  unknown,  and  who  was  concern- 
ed with  the  above  Squires  in  the  robbing  Elizabeth  Canning, 
fhall,  on  Convl&ion,  receive  of  the  above  France  Roberts 
jhe  Sam  of  Twenty  Pounds,  over  and  above  the  Reward  for 
apprehending  Screet-Robbers,  iSx. 
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Very  near  apprehending  him  J.  I  only  wifh  their 
Zeal  for  Juftice  may  not  get  the  better  of  their 
Judgment,  and  hurry  them  into  unwarrantable 
Lengths,  that  may  hereafter  give  them  Uneafmefs. 
Some  other  Circumftances,  that  I  have  heard,  but 
which  I  do  not  think  fufficiently  authenticated  to  re- 
port, make  me  lefs  fanguine  in  this  Caufe  than  I  was 
before  ;  for  thefe  you  muft  fubmit  to  wait  till  another 
Opportunity,  and  be  contented'  at  pfefe'nt  with  my 
C  5  alluring 

J  Gazetteer,  Feb,  z6.  —  Information  having  been 

made  before  Henry  Fielding,  Efq;  that  George  Squires 
(one  of  the  Men  that  was  concerned  in  robbing,  and  other- 
wife  rnifufwg  Elizabeth  Canning)  was  feen  to  go  into  a 
Houfe  in  Blackman  Street,  Soufbvjark,  and  had  been  lurk- 
ing about  the  Neighbourhood  for  feveral  Days  pari: ;  a' 
Warrant  was  ifiued,  by  that  Magiitrate,  to  fearch  feveral 
Houfes  in  the  County  of  Surry  for  the  fa  id  Offender  ;  which' 
Warrant  being  backed  by  William  Clarke,  Eft}.;  a  Peace- 
Offtcer,  with  feveral  AiTiftants,  armed  with  Fire- Arms, 
fcfr.  went  in  the  Evening  and  fearched  the  faid  Houfe,  and 
feveral  other  Gypfey  Kens,  in  Kennington-lane  ;  and  alfo 
a  Houfe  in  Lambeth -Mar Jh>  without  Succefs,  it  being  fup~ 
pofed  that  his  Efcape  was  favoured  by  a  Difguife  he  was 
furnifhed  with  at  one  of  the  Houfes,  and  that  he  got  away 
into  the  Fields  behind  the  firft  Houfe  ;  there  are  indefati- 
gable Pains  taken  to  apprehend  him,  in  order  to  bring 
him  to  Juftice ;  and  provided  it  mould  fo  happen,  it  is  ! 
hoped  the  Gentlemen  concerned  in  bringingthe  Perpetrators 
of  this  Scene  of  Wickednefs  to  condign  Puuifliment,  will- 
alfo  caufe  the  Perfons  concerned  in  harbouring,, comforting,, 
and  affifting  him  in  making  his  Efcape,  to  be  profeputed ° 
to  the  utmoft  Se  verity  of  the  Law-;  for  any  one  countenancing 
fuch  Offenders,  is  guilty  of  a  Crime  agaivjl  the  Covrmonivealtb 
in  general,  and  in  the  Cafe  ofTreafin  he  becomes  a  Principal ; 
and  in  the  Cafe  of  'Felony,  an  Acceffiry  j  though  he  uk? 
no  Force  >n  giving ^ffiflance  to  u<?  Offender. 
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alluring*  you  of,  what  I  flatter  myfelf  you  make  no 
Doubt,  that  I  am,  very  iincerely, 


London,  Feb.  27,  Yours,  £sf*. 

*753- 
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LETTER  IV. 

SO,  Sir,  you  ftill  infill,  that  every  Thing  I  have 
urged,  in  Favour  of  this  unfortunate  Girl,  ferves 
only  to  convince  you  more  and  more  of  the  Decep- 
tion ;  and  that  you  cannot  help  thinking  the  old  Wo- 
man a  more  deferving  Objeft  of  Companion,  under 
her  prefent  Circumftances,  than  the  young  One  ;  and 
In  this  Opinion,  you  fay,  you  are  further  confirmed, 
from  the  Perufal  of  the  Abftract,  I  fent  you,  of  the 
Trial.    I  will  be  fo  far  complaifant  to  you,  as  to  ad- 
mit, that  your  Anirnadveriions  upon  that  Abftra£t 
are  judicious  and  pertinent;  that  in  a  Matter  fo  pe- 
culiarly circumftanced,  in  the  Difquifition  of  which 
the  mo  ft  accurate  Scrutiny  was  abfolutely  neceflary, 
there  was  an  Appearance  of  great  Indifference  and 
furprifing  Negligence ;  that  many  of  the  QuefHons 
asked,  were  trifling  and  infignificant,  and  the  Interro- 
gators too  eafily  fatisned  with  vague,  ambiguous, 
jiay  fometimes  contradictory  Anfwers.    Let  ail  this 
be  granted  to  you,  and  let  us  take  a  Review  of  the 
Evidence.  Canning  charged  the  Gypfey Woman  with 
the  Robbery,  and  being  the  Author  of  her  Confine- 
ment 5  and  there  ihe  flopped*    Virtue  Hall  corrobo- 
rated 
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rated  that  Charge,  with  a  Number  of  Particulars,  re- 
lated in  fuch  a  Manner  as  carried  with  them  the 
ftrongeft  Appearance  of  Truth.  Could  any  reafona- 
bie  Motive  be  affigned  why  thefe  two  Girls  fhould 
agree  to  take  away  the  Life  of  a  Perfon,  againft  whom 
it  cannot  befuppofed  they  could  have  any  Caufe  of  Ma- 
lice ?  Was  not  this  Accufation  ftill  further  ftrcngthen- 
ed  by  the  Depofitions  offeveral  Tradefmen,of  undeni- 
able Reputation  ?  And  what  was  there  offered  in  con- 
tradiction, but  the  Teliimonies  of  three  unknown 
Perfons,  who,  for  all  the  Jury  could  poflibly  know, 
might  as  well  have  been  hired  on  Purpofe,  or  have 
com'e  as  well  from  any  other  Place,  as  from  whence 
they  pretended  ?  Add  to  all  this,  that  their  Tcftimo- 
nies  were  faliified  by  the  pofitive  Evidence  of  another 
indifferent  Perfon,  who  fwore  he  had  feen  the  Gypfey 
at  and  about  Enfirfd,  at  the  Time  they  fwore  her 
cifewhere  ;  and  the  confeffed  bad  Characters  of  the 
Accufed,  which  might  not  unreafonably  take  from 
the  Credibility  of  any  Perfons  who  fhould  appear  in 
their  Behalf ;  are  not,  [  fay,  all  thefe  concurrent 
Circumftances  enough  to  vindicate  the  Redtitude  of 
the  Verdidt  ?  Are  they  not  fufficient  to  juftify  in 
any  Perfon  a  Belief  of  this  Story,  and  to  clear  them 
of  the  Imputation  of  extravagant  or  abfurd  Cre- 
dulity ?  What  other  Guide  have  we,  or  can  we 
be  furnifhed  with,  to  diredt  our  Judgment  of  Things 
that  do  not  fall  under  our  immediate  Cognizance,  but 
the  Proofs  brought  to  fupport  them  ?  And  when  the 
Truth  of  any  Matter  is  afcertained  by  all  the  Evi- 
dence it  is  capable  of,  and  we  have  greater  Reafon  to 
believe  that  it  is,  than  that  it  is  not ;  this  alone  ought 
to  ferve  for  Convidtion. 

As  from  a  natural,  though  perhaps  a  faulty,Tender- 
nefs  for  my  Fellow-Creatures  (for  fuch  they  are,  be 
their  Crimes  what  they  will)  I  could  never  take  any 

Pleafure 
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Pleafure  in  being  a  Witnefs  to  their  Diftrefs,  howe- 
ver juftly  it  may  have  been  deferved.  I  therefore 
avoided  being  prefent  when  Judgment  was  palled  ; 
on  which  Occafion,  one  of  thePublick  Papers  informs 
us,  and,  I  believe,  very  truly,  that  Squires  being  afk- 
ed,  according  to  Cuftom,  what  (he  had  to  fay  for  her- 
felf,  entirely  fub verted  all  that  had  been  fworn  in  her 
Favour  by  the  pretended  AbbotsburyWLen'% '. —  I  con- 
fefs  myfelf  to  have  been  inclined  to  think  more  fa- 
vourably of  them;  —  at  the  fame  Time  Wells  re- 
ceived her  Sentence,  which  was,  to  be  branded  in  the 
Hand,  and  afterwards  to  fuffer  fix  Months  Imprifon- 
ment  in  Newgate.  The  former  Part  of  this  Sentence 
Was,  as  I  am  told,  immediately  infli&ed,  with  an  un- 

com- 

*  Gazetteer,  March  2,  1743.— Tis  very  remarkable, 
tli at  though,  upon  the  Trial  of  Mary  Squires,  the  Gypfey, 
for  the  Robbery  and  unheard-of  cruel  Treatment  of  Eliza- 
beth Canning,  on  the  2d  of  January  at  Enfield- Wajb,  in 
the  County  of  MiddUfex,  two  Perfons,  from  Abbotfbury  in 
Dorfetjhire,  fwore  pofitively,  that  the  Prifoner,  her  Son,  and 
Daughter,  were  at  the  old  Ship  at  Abbot/bury,  from  the  rft 
to  the  iotb  of  January,  felling  Aprons,  Ribbons,  Hand- 
kerchiefs, and  the  like  ;  yet,  upon  her  being  called  up 
tO  receive  Sentence  of  Death,  fhe  herfelf  acknowledged  that 
Defence  to  be  entirely  falfe,  by  declaring,  that  fhe,  her  Son* 
and  Daughter,  lay  at  one  Gravoth  at  Combe,  by  Salijburyr 
on  Monday  the  1  ft  of  January,  at  Stockbridge  the  2d,  at  Pop* 
ham-lane  the  3d, at  an  Alehoufe  on  the  lop  of  the  Hill  by 
Bofflwt  the  5th,  and  the  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday 

following,  at  Mr.  Edwards's  in  Old  Brentford. —  Such 

Attempts  to  teveenfuch  Offenders,  cannot  fail  to  awake  the 
publick  Attention,  to  bring  the  reft  of  thofe  Mifcreants  (ard- 
all  fuch  Perfons,  who,  in  Defiance  of  all  Laws,  human  and 
Aivmp,  (hall  dare  to  become  Partakers  pf  their  Crimes  by 
Pirjury)  iojuftice. 
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common  Severity,  to  the  great  Satisfa&ion,  and  with 
the  loud  Applaufe,  of  a  numerous  Crowd  ofincenfed 
Spedlators. 

I  may  reafonably  expert  to  have  little  more  to  com- 
municate on  this  Subject,  except  fending  you  an  Ac- 
count of  the  old  Gypfey's  Behaviour,  Confefjion,  and 
Laft  Dying  Words  at  the  Place  of  Execution.  But 
before  I  conclude,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  take  Notice 
of  an  Occurrence  that  happened,  without-doors,  on 
the  Day  of  the  Trial.  It  is  reported,  and,  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  I  know  it  to  be  Truth,  that  when  Fortune 
Natus,  and  his  Wife  *,  came  in  Obedience  to  a 
Subpoena,  ferved  on  them  for  that  Purpofe,  to  give 
Evidence  in  Behalf  of  the  Prifoners,  the  exafperated 
Mob  not  only  prevented  their  Admiffion  into  the 
Seffions-Houfe,  but  likewife  fo  grievoufly  mal-treat- 
ed  them,  that  it  was  with  Difficulty  their  Lives  were 
preferved,  by  the  Interpofition  of  fome  Gentlemen 
of  more  Difcernment,  and  lefs  Inhumanity,  who  were 
accidentally  paffing  by.  I  am  not  willing  to  fuppofe, 
that  any  of  thofe  who  had  interefted  themfelves  in 
this  Profecution,  were  privy  to  any  Part  of  this 
Procedure ;  yet  it  muft  caft  fome  Reproach  upon  the 
Jullice  of  the  Conviction.  What  Mifchiefs  are  not 
an  unthinking  angry  Multitude  capable  of  exe- 
cuting ! 

With  my  Subject,  I  (hall  a!fo,  for  the  prefent,  take 
leave  of  my  Friend,  with  theufual  Compliments,  and 
an  Aflurance,  that  I  am,  and  hope  to  continue 

March  8,  His  fmcere  humble  Servant^ 

J  754*  *  #  #  % 


For  thefe  People,  fee  p.  8* 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER  V. 

SO  many  remarkable  Occurrencies  have  happened 
in  the  Affair  of  Cannings  fince  my  laft,  which 
both  furprize  and  confound  me,  that  I  think  I  fhould 
very  ill  perform  my  Engagement  to  you,  were  I  to 
negle£t  the  firft  Opportunity  of  communicating  them. 
You  may  remember,  in  a  former  Letter  *, -I  mention- 
ed that  Directions  were  given  by  fome  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  fat  on  the  Bench  at  the  Trial  of 
Squires^  and  Wells,  for  writing  down  to  Abbot/bury 
to  make  an  Enquiry,  whether  the  Alibi  Defence, 
(fet  up  by  the  old  Gypfey,  and  fupported  by  two 
Men,  who  faid  they  came  from  thence)  had  any 
real  Foundation  ?  I  am  informed,  and  indeed  from 
very  credible  Authority,  that  the  Teftimonies  of  thefe 
People  are  very  clearly  confirmed,  and  the  Inffjvoior 
aflures  us,  that  Virtue  Hall  (the  principal,  I  may 
fay  the  only,  Witnefs,  that  was  willing  and  able  to 
corroborate  the  Fa&s  fworn  to  by  the  Girl)  has  re- 
traced the  whole  of  her  Evidence.  His  Relation  of 
this  Recantation  is  very  circumftantial,  and  carries 
with  it  all  the  Appearance  of  Truth  J.  He  tells  us, 
that  "  on  Monday  Evening,  the  5th  of  this  Inftant, 
4C  he  was  told,  that  Affidavits  were  in  the  Hands  of 
«  Mr.  Ford,  the  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  proving,  that 
"  Mary  Squires  was  ztAbbotsbury  mDorj'etJbire,  at  the 
*c  Time  when  the  Robbery,  for  which  fhe  now  lies 

"  under 

*  P.  %\. 

%  Infpe&or,  Friday,  March  5,  1753, 
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<c  under  Sentence  of  Death,  was  committed;  that 
<c  being  on  Tuefday  in  Company  with  Mr.  Lediard, 
6i  a  Gentleman  in  the  Commiilion  of  the  Peace,  after 
"  imparting  to  him  his  Sufpicion,  and  the  Caufe  of  it, 
<c  Virtue  Had  was  fent  for  from  the  Gatebeufe^  who, 
"  after  proper  Admonitions,  in  part  went  back  from 
"  what  fhe  had  fworn  upon  the  Trial,  and  requeued 
44  the  Night  to  think  upon  what  fhe  fhould  fay  fur- 
ff  ther^  promifing  at  the  fame  Time  to  fpeak  truly 
"  in  the  Morning." 

On  IVednefday  the  Infpeclor  applied  to  Mr.  Ford, 
who  told  him  the  Affidavits  were  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Lord-Mayor  ;  upon  which  he  immediately  waited  on 
his  Lordihip,  and  acquainted  him  of  this  Perfon's  be- 
ing in  the  Gat  ebon fe,  aCircumftance  not  then  known 
to  his  Lordfhip ;  who  thereupon  fent  for  her,  and 
after  examining  her  with  great  Judgment  and  Im^ 
partiality,  difcovered  the  Truth. 

Virtue  Hal^  he  fays,  declared  in  the  moft  folemn 
Manner,  and  repeated  it  often,  that  what  (he  had 
before  fworn  againft  Mary  Squires  was  falfe;  that 
Canning  was  not  in  the  Houfe  of  Mrs,  Wells  on  the 
Day  when  the  Robbery  was  pretended  to  be  com- 
mitted, nor  for  fome  Weeks  after ;  that  no  fuch  Rob- 
bery was  ever  committed  there ;  and  that  the  Girl 
was  never  in  that  Kouie,  till  fhe  was  brought  down 

by  thofe  who  carried  on  the  Profecution.  To  ' 

which  fhe  added,  that  this  is  the  fame  Account 
fhe  gave  to  the  Magistrate,  by  whom  fhe  was  rirlfc 
examined  ;  that  fhe  declared  to  him,  no  Perfon  what- 
foever  had  been  confined  in  the  Houfe  at  all ;  and 
that  the  whole  of  this  ftrange  Story  was  a  Forgery. 
— — She  alfo  fteadily  affirmed,  thr.i  fhe  had  at  all 
Times  perfifted  in  this,   till  terrified  into  /wearing 
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falfely\  and  that  {he  never  mould  have  fo  fworn,  had 
(he  not  been  fo  terrified. 

OnThurfday  fhe  was  confronted  with Elizal eth  Can- 
nings who  had  Permiffion  to  afk  her  any  Queftions  ; 
to  whofe  Face  fhe  repeated  the  whole,  with  perfect 
Freedom  and  Compofure  ;  and,  at  the  fameTime,  in- 
filled, that  fhe  had  been  miferable  while  fhe  kept  the 
Secret  of  her  Perjury  ;  but  that  her  Mind  was  eafy 
now  (he  had  confefied  it. 

When  the  Whole  of  this  Examination  was  over, 
the  Lord-Mayor  explained  his  Reafons  for  what  he 
had  been  doing.  Pie  declared,  he  had,  from  the  firft, 
been  difiatisned  with  the  Verdict;  and  added,  that 
he  had  therefore  cccafioned  Lejtters  to  be  wrote  to 
Abbot/bury^  and  he  ordered  the  Anfwers  to  thefe  Let- 
ters to  be  read.  Thefe  contained  the  Atteftations 
and  Affidav  its  of  the  Vicar  of  the  Place,  the  Church- 
wardens, Overfecrs  of  the  Poor,  and  the  principal  In- 
habitants, all  concurring  to  prove,  that  Mary  Squires 
was  there  at  the  Time  when  this  Robbery  was  fworn 
to  be  committed,  and/ir  many  Days  after  ;  and  the 
laft  of  them  offering  the  Atteftations  cf  an  hundred 
Perfons  more  ;  Perfons  who  had  feen  and  had  fpoken 
to  her,  or  kept  Company  with  her  and  her  Children, 
on  the  Day  of  the  alledged  Robbery,  and  for  many 
fucceeding  Days. 

His  Lordfhip,  after  this,  declared  himfelf  refolved 
to  continue  his  Search  into  the  Bottom  of  this  Affair  ; 
in  purfuance  of  which  Refoiution,  he,  on  Friday  % 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  Akerman^  the  Keeper  of 
Newgate^  accompanied  by  feme  of  the  Aldermen,  and 
other  Perfons  of  Diftinction,  when  Sufanna  Wells  was 
brought  before  htm,- — —  His  Lordfhip  defired  her  to 


£  Infpedlor,  Wednesday,  March  14,  I 
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impart  to  him  what  (he  knew  relating  to  that  Tran£- 
adlion  ;  the  Confequences  of  which  could  now  no 
longer  affe£t  her,  a  As  I  am  a  weak  and  aged  Wo- 
u  man,  (he  replied,  as  I  am  S  vemy  Years  of  Age, 
"  and  am  the  Mother  of  Children,  I  will  not  fpeafc 
"  a  Word  but  what  is  true  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt, 
"  but  Time  will,  though  too  late,  difcover  mine  and 
44  Mary  Squires 's  Innocence."  From  this  fitting  out, 
fhe  went  through  a  long  and  moft  circumftantial  Ex- 
amination, blaming  Virtue  Hall  for  fwearing  falfely, 
(not  knowing  that  (he  had  recanted)  and  agreeing 
with  and  confirming  the  laft  Account  that  Woman 
had  given  in  every  the  moft  minute  Particular. 

Neverthelefs,  as  neither  thefe  Declarations  of 
Wells  and  Virtue  Hall,  nor  the  before- mentioned 
Affidavits  and  Certificates,  from  more  than  twenty 
Perfons  at  Abbotfbury,  did  amount  to  legal  Evidence 
againft  Canning,  feeing  it  was  poffible,  that  the 
Mary  Squires  fworn  to  by  Canning,  and  the  Mary 
Squires  who  was  the  Subjed:  of  thofe  Affidavits,  might 
be  different  Perfons  of  the  fame  Name.  To  ascer- 
tain therefore  the  Identity  of  the  Woman,  Two  Men9 
faid  to  be  of  unexceptionable  Charafter,  having  vifit- 
ed  Mary  Squires .  in  Prifon,  have  fworn,  that  fhe  is 
the  very  fame  Woman  referred  to  in  the  Affidavits, 
&c.  and  that  they  faw  her  at  Abbot/bury  on  the  firjl 
Day  of  January,  New  Stile,  and  from  that  Time  till 

the  tenth  Day  of  the  fame  Month.  From  thefe 

Circumftances,  which,  we  are  here  told,  are  fupport- 
ed  by  Certificates  (now  in  the  PoiTeffion  of  the  Lord 
Mayor)  of fixteen  Perfons  at  Abbot/bury  ;  by  the  Affi- 
davits of  fix  Inhabitants  of  the  fame  Place,  taken  be- 
fore the  Mayor  of  Dorchejier,  by  the  Oaths  of  eight 
Perfons  from  Enfield- 1 Fajh,  given  before  his  Lord* 
ftiip,  and  by  Letters  from  Mr.  Willis,  Under-Sheriff 
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e>f  DorfetJhire>  and  Mr.  Harris  the  Vicar  of  Abbotf- 
bury.  From  all  thefe  concurring  Circumftances,  the 
Infpeflor  ventures  to  affert,  and  Jlakes  his  Credit  with 
the  World  for  ever  upon  it,  that  the  Chain  of  Evi- 
dence in  Proof  of  the  Innocence  of  Mary  Squires,  is 
fuch,  that  nothing  but  Truth  could  have  occafioned 

or  fupported  it.  Such  is  the  Account  given  of 

this  Affair  by  the  Infee&or,  than  whom  nobody 
writes  more,  and,  confidering  the  Variety  of  the  Sub- 
jects he  treats  of,  and  the  Frequency  of  his  Pub* 
Jications,  very  few,  if  any,  in  reality  write  better. 
Yet  the  repeated  Applaufe  he  is  himfelf  wont  to 
beftow  upon  his  own  Works,  and  the  Freedom  with 
which  he  is  too  apt  to  cenfure  thofe  of  others,  has 
fo  far  excited  the  Envy  or  Refentment  of  his  Brother- 
Writers,  that  it  is  almoft  become  a  Faftiion  to  at- 
tack him ;  and  his  Vivacity  having  perhaps  fome- 
times  hurried  him  into  fome  Indifcretions,  may 
have  given  Opportunities  to  thofe  who  could  not 
fall  out  with  him,  as  an  Author,  to  fall  foul  on 

him,  as  a  Man.  This  Spirit,  very  probably, 

di6lated  the  annexed  Paragraph,  in  one  of  the  Daily 
Papers  *  $  but  it  is,  I  muft  acknowledge,  a  Spirit 

that 

*  Till  the  PuWick  can  receive  the  Satisfaction  which 
they  fo  eagerly  expect:  from  the  Account  which  juftice 
Fielding  h  it  h  pro  mi  fed  hem  on  Tuefda-9  in  the  ftrange  Af- 
fair of  Elizabeth  Canning,  h  may  not  be  amifs,  as  Mr.  /#- 
fpeSior  has  entered  fo  warmly  into  this  Mat-er,  to  remind 
them  of  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Brown  and  that  Gentleman,  in 
which  the  latter  appeared  to  be  fo  very  proper  a  Perfon 
to  unravel  the  Truth  of  an  intricate  Affair.  In  the  mean 
Time,  we  cannot  help  obferving,  that  the  whole  Credit 
of  the  Inrpeftor,  a*  well  as  of  Virtue  Hall,  with  the  Pub* 
lick,  are  both  abfolutely  at  Stake  on  this  Occafion.—  Ga* 
zetleer}  March  1 j* 
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that  cannot  be  approved  of;— — the  having  Re<* 
courfe  to  Calumny  will  rather  ferve  to  confirm 
than  refute  an  Accufation,  at  leaft,  with  thinking 
People  j  it  is  not  without  fome  Uneannefs  I  fee  thefe 
Meafures  purfued  by  the  Friends  of  Elizabeth  Can- 
ning. They  have,  they  do  daily  endeavour  to  afperfe 
the  Characters  of  thofe  who  are  not  willing  to  be 
fatisfied  of  the  old  Woman's  Guilt,  and  of  the 
aUedged  Abufes  of  the  young  One.  The  Magiftrate 
who  has  undertaken  an  Enquiry  into  this  Matter  has 
been,  and  is,  treated  in  a  moft  unbecoming  Man- 
ner, of  which  I  fhall  only  give  you  at  prefent  one 
Inftance  f. —  I  confefs,  my  Faith  is  as  much  flag- 
gerred  by  the  Proceedings  of  the  Girl's  avowed 
Advocates,  as  by  any  Thing  the  Infpeflor  has  writ- 
ten. 

The  old  Gypfey,  Mary  Squires,  has  been  for  fome 
Days  fo  very  ill  of  the  Goal-Diftemper,  that  it  was 
impracticable  to  examine  her  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  Wells.  I  have  afked  of  Mr.  Taylor,  (whofe  Pro- 
vince it  is  to  affift,  with  fpiritual  Advice,  thefe  un- 
fortunate Wretches,  and  who  cannot  enough  be 
commended  for  his  Affiduity  in  the  Difcharge  of 
this  melancholy  Office)  an  Account  of  her  Behavi- 
our fince  her  having  received  Sentence.  He  aflfures 
me,  that  fhe  appears  perfectly  refigned,  continues 

to 

\  Publick  Advertifei\  March  19. — — «  Notwithftanding 
the  many  Puffs  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Queftion,  the 
Friends  of  Elizabeth  Canning  flatter  themftlves,  her  Cafe 
will  not  be  attended  with  that  Intricacy  as  is  infinuated  ; 
and  the  World  in  due  Time  will  be  acquainted  with  a 
true  State  of  her  Cafe,  atteiied  by  Per  Tons  of  undoubted 
Probity,  Fortune,  and  Reputation  ;  and  they  will  iikewife 
l>e  informed  who  Che  King  of  ths  Gyffici  is, 
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to  proteft,  in  the  mod  folemn  Manner,  her  Inno- 
cence, and  doubts  not,  (this  is  her  very  Expreflion) 

that  <c  God  Almighty,  who  knows  her  innocent ,  will  pro- 
cc  tecl  her"  Thefe  Things,  I  own,  confound,  but 
they  do  not  abfolutely  convince  me. 

But,  notwithftanding  I  cannot  help  hefitating,  yet 
I  cannot,  as  yet,  altogether  give  up  my  former 
Opinion.  Mr.  Fielding,  whofe  Capacity,  as  a  Writer , 
we  have  often  jointly  admired,  whofe  Knowledge 
of  the  human  Heart  is  beyond  Contiadi&ion,  and 
whofe  Abilities  as  a  Lawyer,  and  Impartiality  as  a 
Magi/Irate,  are  indifputable,  has  undertaken  the  De- 
fence of  this  unhappy  Girl.  ThePublick  are  defired 
to  fufpend  their  Judgment  of  this  Affair,  till  a  full 
State  of  the  whole,  which  is  now  preparing  by  him, 
is  publiftied  *.  The  fame  Favour  is  afkedin  Behalf 
of  an  intended  Publication  from  Dr.  Hill  %.  I  have 
great  Expectations  from  the  former,  though  the  latter 
affumes  an  authentick  Acquaintance  with  what  re- 
lates to  this  Matter,  and  promifes  very  largely  ||. 

So 

*  London  Daily  Advert ifer,  March  14,  1 753. 

X  ibid, 

|J  London  Daily  Advertifer,  March  13,  1752.—  To 
prevent  Impofuions,  from  the  Defigning  or  the  Ignorant,  I 
think  it  proper  to  inform  the  Pubiick,  that  no  Authority 
nor  Information  have  been  given,  for  publifhing  any  Ac- 
count of  the  Affair  of  Elizabeth  Canning,  farther  than  what 
appeared  in  this  Paper  of  Fr  iday  la  IK  The  Lord  Mayor 
has  not  commi&oned  any  Perffio  to  print  the  Proceedings, 
nor  has  hisLordftiip  given  Accounts  of  the  Examinations, 
Effr;  to  any  for  that  Purpofe  ;  nor  have  Mr.  Ford,  or  my- 
felf  informed  them  ;  and  no  other  Perfon  could. 

It  is  proper  the  original  Papers  fhould  be  laid  before  the 

King, 
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So  extraordinary  a  Subject  cannot  but  furnifh  abun- 
dance of  Food  for  Paper.  We  have  already  fome 
Catch-penny  Pieces  publifhed,  but  nothing  of  fuffi- 
cient  Confequence  to  deferve  your  Notice.  As  foon 
as  the  Performances  of  thefe  rival  Authors  come  to 

my  Hand,  I  fliall  tranfmit  them  to  you.  This 

is  all  at  prefent  upon  this  Head  ; —  the  Glafles  you 
defired  me  to  look  at  for  you,  exceed  the  Price  you 
propofed  giving  ;  four  Guineas  apiece  are  the  leaft 
that  will  be  taken  ;  if  you  approve  of  them  at  that 
Rate,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  buy  them.  The 
Plaifter  Figures  of  Shakefpear  and  Milton,  I  hope  you 
received  fafe.  My  Compliments  to  Mrs.  *  *  * 
your  Daughter,  &c.  conclude  me. 

Dear  Siry 

March  i  g, 

1 753.  Tours  refptSffully  and fmcerely, 

%  *  %  ## 

jP.  S.  A  Warrant  has  been  iflued  for  the  apprehend- 
ing Elizabeth  Canning,  to  which  flie  has  thought 
fit  to  appear,  and  Bail  is  given  for  her  Appear- 
ance, 

LET- 


King,  before  they  are  committed  to  the  Prefs ;  and  there 
are  other  weighty  Reafons  againft  divulging  the  whole  at 
prefent. 

J.  BILL. 
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LETTER  VI. 

Dear  Sir, 

QU  R  E  LY  never  before  was  the  Attention  of  the 
O  Publick  fo  totally  engrofled  by  two  fo  infigni- 
ficant  People,  as  an  old  Gypfey,  and  a  poor  Ser- 
vant Wench  ;  yet  fo  it  is  at  prefent  with  us,  that  the 
Inhabitants,  in  general,  of  this  great  Metropolis, 
feem  to  have  enlifted  themfelves  under  the  Banners  of 
one  or  the  other  of  thefe,  now  remarkable  Per- 
fonagcs  ;  and  contend  for  the  Innocence  of  their  par- 
ticular Favourites,    with  a  Vehemence,   as  well 
aftonifliing  as  indecent.    Indeed,  if  the  Rectitude  of 
their  feveral  Pretentions  ought  to  be  determined  by 
the  Number  of  their  refpe&ive  Adherents,  Judgment 
muft  be  given  in  Favour  of  Canning.    The  Multi- 
tude are  certainly  with  her  ;  but  manifold  Experi- 
ence fufficiently  evinces,  that  a  Multitude  may  be, 
and  often  are,  greatly  miftaken  ;  apt  to  obey  the  firft 
Impulfes  of  PaiEon,    they  are  eafily  wrought  on  by 
the  Artful  and  Defigning ;  and  being  once  prepof- 
feiTed  in  Favour  of  a  particular  Opinion,   it  is  as 
much  in  vain  to  oppofeReafon  to  their  Belief,  as  to 
expe£l  to  calm  a  tempeftuous  Sea  with  fair  Words.—- 
You  will,  I  prefume,    be    ready    to  infer,  from 
this  Introduction,  that  I  have  abfolutely  changed 
Sides,  and  am  become  a  perfeA  Convert  to  your  Sen- 
timents.   But  this  is  not  altogether  the  Cafe  \  what 
I  am  concerned  at,    and   what  I  fincerely  wifli 

might 
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might  be  avoided,  is,  that  Bitternefs  and  Rage  which 
each  Party  exprefles  againft  the  other,  for  not  con- 
curring in  the  fame  Way  of  Thinking  about  this 
perplexed  Affair. 

This  is  attended  with  Mr.  Fielding's  much  longed* 
for  Pamphlet ;  from  whence,  you  may  remember, 
in  my  laft,  I  had  promifed  myfelf  great  Satisfa&ion. 
I  confefs  a  Difappointment  from  it.  Nay,  I  will  go 
further,  laugh  as  much  as  you  pleafe  at  me  ;  I 
freely  own,  that  nothing,  I  have  either  read  or 
heard,  relative  to  this  Matter,  has  contributed  more 
to  the  making  me  almoft  as  great  an  Infidel  as  your- 
felf,  than  the  Perufal  of  this  Performance ;  which,  in 
my  humble  Opinion,  may  be  more  properly  termed 
An  Apology  for  the  Author  and  his  Client^  or  indeed 
any  thing  elfe,  than  what  its  Title  profeffes  it  to  be, 
A  clear  State  of  the  Cafe  of 'Elizabeth  Canning. 
>■  <  Give  me  Leave,  though  it  may  look  fomewhat 
like  an  Anticipation  of  your  Judgment,  to  offer  to 
your  Confideration  a  few  Remarks  that  neceffarily 
occurred  upon  reading  this  extraordinary  Produc- 
tion. 

Mr,  Fielding  admits,  that  the  Facts  related  in  this 
Girl's  Narrative  <c  amount  to  the  very  highefl  Degree 
"  of  Improbability  ;  but  he  thinks  they  do  not  amount 
<c  to  an  Impojibility  Can  any  one,  who  has 
been  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with  this  Gentleman, 
as  an  Author,  fuppofe,  that  he  expected  a  ready  Af- 
fent  to  be  given  to  mere  abflratt  Pojjibilities.  Ac- 
cording to  this  Way  of  Reafoning,  the  Hiftory  of 
Robinfon  Crufoe  would  have  had,  to  the  full,  as  good 
a  Title  to  Credit  as  the  Story  of  Elizabeth  Canning. 
Nay,  even  more  Care  feems  to  have  been  taken 

to 


*  Clear  State,  p,  13. 
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to  preferve  an  Appearance  of  Probability  in  the  for- 
mer than  in  the  latter  ;  for  what  is  commonly  un- 
derftood  by  the  Probability  of  any  Relation,  but  that 
its  conftituent  Parts  and  Circumftances  fhall  be  con- 
fident with  one  another,  and  not  incongruous  to  ge- 
neral Obfervation,  Knowledge,  and  Experience ; 
or  elfe,  that  by  how  much  it  recedes  from,  or  ap- 
proaches to,  thefe  rational  Tefts  of  Credibility  ;  by 
fo  much  more  or  lefs  (hould  it  be  fupported  by  the 
Teftimony  of  others,  wherein  the  Number,  Inte- 
grity, and  Skill,  of  the  Witnefles,  deferve  a  particular 
Consideration.  Thefe  are,  as  near  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, Mr.  Locke*  s  Grounds  of  Probability.  Let  us 
examine  how  far  this  Talc  coincides  with  them. — Is 
it  agreeable  to  common  Obfervation,  that  Two 
Footpads  fliould  be  at  the  Trouble  of  half-ftripping, 
in  Moorfieldsy  a  Perfon  whom  they  intended  to  make 
their  Companion  for  ten  Miles,  when  the  fame 
Robbery  might  have  been  committed  with  more 
Eafe  and  Security  to  themfelves  at  the  End  of  their 
Journey  ? — Was  it  ever  known,  that  Nakednefs, 
Hunger,  and  Cold,  were  thought  Temptations  to 
Lewdnefs  ? —  Or,  is  it  reconcileable.  to  our  Experience 
of  the  Paffions,  or  Interefts  of  Mankind,  that  a 
Number  of  wicked  People  fhould  thus  unanimoufly 
concur  in  a  Scene  of  unaccountable  Barbarity,  for  fo 
long  a  Space,  and  not  endeavour  to  efcape,  after 
they  knew  their  Cruelties  were  detected,  and  confe- 
quently  muft  hourly  expe£l  the  Punifhment  due  to 
their  Guilt. 

When  I  tell  you,  thefe  Animadverfions  are  not 
immediately  mine,  you  will  fcarce  be  at  any  Lofs  to 
guefs  from  whence  they  proceed;  neverthelefs,  I 
cannot  but  allow  them,  in  a  great  Meafure,  juft. 
Mr.  Fielding^  though  he  has  endeavoured  to  obviate 

the 
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the  Difficulties  that  oppugn  the  Credit  of  this  Story  , 
feems  ftill  candid  enough  to  admit  the  Neceffity  of 
Evidence  to  render  it "  a  proper  Object  of  our  Belief  " 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  grants,  "  that  the  Weight  of 
"  Evidence  ought  to  be  ftriclly  conformable  to  the 
l*  Weight  of  Improbability. "  Whether,  what  is 
offered  in  this  Pamphlet,  be  fuch  Evidence  as  the 
Nature  of  this  obfcure  Cafe  confefledly  requires,  to 
eftablifli  its  Credibility,  is  worth  enquiring  into. 

To  this  Purpofe  it  may  be  obferved,  that  two  Sorts 
of  Evidence  are  here  prefented  to  our  Confideration ; 
the  one  prefumptive,  or  circumftantial,  the  other 

pofitive,  by  human  Teftimonies.  The  former  of 

them  our  learned  Author  introduces  with  an  Aflump- 
tion,  that  "  there  is  one  Part  of  this  Story,  incon- 
"  teftibly  true,  as  it  is  a  Matter  of  Publick  Notoriety, 
ff  and  known  to  almoft  every  Inhabitant  in  the  Pa- 
"  rifli  where  her  Mother  dwells.  This  is,  that  the 
<c  Girl,  after  the  Abfence  of  a  Month,  returned,  on 
l|  the  29th  of  January^  in  the  dreadful  Conditio^ 
!c  above-defcribed.  This  being  an  ejlablijhed  Fafty 
"  a  very  fair  Prefumption  follows,  that  (he  was  con- 
"  fined  fome-wher.e^  and  by  fome  Perfon ;  Aat  this 
fl  Confinement  was  of  equal  Duration  with  her  Ab- 
jff  fence  ;  that  file  was  aimoft  Jlarved  to  Death  ;  that 
f*  fhe  was  confined  in  a  Place,  whence  it  was  diffi- 
H  cult  to  make  her  Efcape  ;  that,  however,  this 
"  Efcape  was  poilible ;  and  that,  at  length,  fhe  ac- 
"  tually  made  it.  All  thefe,"  he  fays,"  "  are  Cir- 
<c  cumftances  which  arife  from  the  Nature  of  the 

"  Fa&  itfelf   Now  it  happens,  that  there  are 

fome  People  fo  incredulous,  and  fome  even  that  are 
Inhabitants  of  this  very  Parifh,  who  are  confident 
D  enough 


*  S-*e  ttifkinf  s  Clear  Stare,  p.  19,  20, 
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enough  to  deny  thefe  fo  fclf  evident  Premifes ;  who 
alfo  infill:,  that  the  Word  Abfence  fhould  be  changed 
for  Invifibility.  And  there  are  fome,  who  either 
from  an  Abundance  of  Obftinacy,  or  a  Want  of 
Capacity,  but  who,  upon  no  other  Account,  v/ould  be 
reckoned  Fools,  have  Aflurance  enough  to  deny, 
that  thefe  are  Conclufions  neceflarily  deducible  from 
the  afore-mentioned  Premifes,  even  granting  them  to 
be  true. 

Upon  a  Suppofition  that  thefe  Fails  are  eftablifli- 
ed  beyond  Contradi£tion,  Mr.  Fielding  next  urges  fuch 
Circumftances,  as  fpeak  ftrongeft  in  favour  of  the 
Girl ;  which  are  chiefly  drawn  from  her  good  Cha- 
racter, the  Weaknefs  of  her  Under/landing,  her  Perti- 
nacity, and  her  Want  of  Motives  to  the  Commif- 
fion  of  fo  flagrant  a  Perjury.  Among  thefe  Jaft  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  one,  in  which  he 
appears  to  have  been  a  little  miftaken,  perhaps  for 
Want  of  Information.  He  aflerts,  that  Canning 
Could  have  no  Expectation  of  getting  any  Money  by 
this  Attempt,  feeing  <:  the  firft  Propofer  of  any  Re- 
ward  was  a  noble  and  generous  Lord,  who  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  lajl  Examination  in  Bow-Jlreet  t*"« 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  evident,  from  an  Advertife- 
ment,  that  her  declared  Friends  very  early  folicit- 
ed  for  a  Recompence  for  her  Virtue  and  the  Miferies 
file  had  gone  through  ||  \  even  as  foon  as  ever  Vertue 

Halt 


+  Clear  State,  p.  22. 

j|  Gazetteer,  Feb.  14.— —Donations  for  carrying  on  the 
Profecuuons  againft  the  Perfons  who  robbed  and  cruelly 
ukd  Elizabeth  Canning,  are  continued  to  be 
taken  in  at  the  following  Place?,  <v:z.  the  Royal  EM 
change  Coffee-houfe  in  Tbreadneedle-ftreet,  ar  Lloyd's  Coffee- \ 
bouje,  in  Lombard  fir  eet ;    at  St.  Durfiatis  Coffee-boufe,  11 

Fleei' 
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Hall  had  confirmed  her  Information  by  an  Oath. — 
Her  Pertinacy,  which  is  affigned  by  our  Author 
as  a  Proof  of  her  Innocence,  is  afcribed,  by  fome, 
to  the  Succefs  that  attended  thefe  Solicitations  :  Her 
Character,  fay  they,  had  been  fufficiently  eftablifhed 
by  her  officious  Friends,  Contributions  flowed  in 
largely,  new  Profpadts  of  future  Emoluments  were 
daily  opening  to  her  ;  all  which  muft  have  been  at 
once  diflipated,  if  fhe  had  in  the  leaft  deviated  in 
the  Courfe  of  her  Narration.  Thefe  Things  having 
been  ftrongly  imprinted  on  her  Memory,  the  Re- 
flections, naturally  fpringing  from  thofe  Impreffions, 
might  afpire  her  with  that  Refolution  and  Audacity, 
which  was  fo  manifeft  in  her  Behaviour,  and  which 
was,  indeed,  fo  neceflary  to  fupport  her  in  her  fre- 
quent Repetitions  "  before  Noblemen,  Magijlrates, 
f  and  Judges ;  Perfons  who  muft,  otherwife,  have 
*  affected  a  Girl  of  this  Kind  with  the  higheft 
f  Awe*."  To  this  they  add,  (nor  is  the  Obferva- 
Stion  unnatural)  that  the  Weaknefs  of  her  Under- 
/landing  might  render  her  lefs  fenfible  to  Blufhes, 
that  fuperior  Talents  could  not  have  concealed. 

To  this  Purpofe  is  the  firft  Species  of  Evidence 
advanced,  by  Mr.  Fielding,  in  defence  of  his  Client ; 
jciay  it  not  be  properly  termed  merely  hypothetical? 
Proceed  we  now  to  examine  his  more  pofitive  Evi- 
dence, by  human  Teftimony ;  whether  they  are  fuch, 
D  2  as 

Fleet-fireet ;  at  Mr.  Say's,  Printer,  in  Nevogate-Jlreet * 
and  at  Mr.  Francis  Roberts's,  in  Jldermanbury- Pofiern  ;  who 
Jis  appointed  Treafurer  for  carrying  on  the  Profecutions. 
![  Ttat  any  Sum,  ever  fo  fmall,  would  be  very  acceptable, 
rand  be  either  applied  to  the  carrying  on  the  Prcfecution, 
forgiven  to  the  poorGirl,  as  a  Recompile  e  for  her  Virtue^ 
fand  Miferies  Jbe  has  gone  through* 
\   *  Clear  State,  p.  23. 
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as  for  Number,  Integrity,  and  Skill,  are  fufficient 
to  countenance  our  Belief  of  as  great  an  Improbabi- 
lity as  perhaps  was  ever  before  obtruded  upon  the 

Publick.  The  only  Teftifiers  are  Canning  herfelf 

and  Virtue  Hall ;  the  Integrity  of  both  whom  may 
be,  in  all  Likelihood,  more  fufpe&ed  than  their 
Ability,  feeing  they  could  not  but  certainly  know 

whether  what  they  fwore  was  true  or  falfe.  

The  Concordance  between  the  Informations  of  thefe 
two,  our  Author  acknowledges  to  have  been  "  the 
"  principal  Foundation  of  that  Credit  which  he  gave 
to  this  extraordinary  Story  ;  and  that  it  appeared 
"  to  him,  at  firft,  convincing  and  unfurmountable 


a  ir'Jki  r  S  ^Information  Elizabeth 
Middletex  |  Canning,*Mldermanbury-Poftern,Lon- 
don,  Spinjler,  taken  upon  Oath,  this  Jth 
Day  of  February,  in  the  Tear  of  our 
Lord  1753,  before  Henry  Fielding,  Efq\ 
one  of  His  Majejiys  Jujlices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Middlefex  J. 

"  HIS  Informant,  upon  her  Oath,  faith,  That 

"  JL  on  Monday  the  Firft  Day  of  January  laft 
"  paft,  fhe,  this  Informant,  went  to  fee  her  Uncle  and 
««  Aunt,  who  lived  at  Saltpetre- Bank,  near  Rofemary- 

"  Lane% 

*  Clear  State,  p.  26.  * 
+  As  theTranfa&icns  before  Mr.  Fielding.mvy  be  juui> 
considered  as  not  the  ieaft  important  Pa^t  of  this  mar 
veJIouc  Affair.  It  is  hoped  the  Jnfenion  of  thefe  lon^l 
Intormation.%  or  the  few  Abftrafts  from  other  Parts  o 
his  lamphlct,  which  were  only  referred  to  in  the  On 
r  ginal 
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4i  Lrfw,  in  the  County  of  Middle/ex,  and  continued 
44  with  them  until  the  Evening ;  and  faith,  that 
4C  upon  her  Return  home,  about  half  an  Hour  after 
44  Nine,  being  oppofite  Bethlehem-gate,  in  Moor  fields^ 
44  fhe,  this  Informant,  was  feized  by  two  Men, 
44  (whole  Names  are  unknown  to  her,  this  Infor- 
44  mant)  who  both  had  brown  Bob-tvigs  on,  and  drab- 
44  coloured  Great-coats  \  one  of  whom  held  her,  this 
44  Informant,  whilfl  the  other,  felonioufly  and  vio- 
44  lentl y,  took  from  her  one  Shaven  Hat,  one  Stuff 
44  Gown,  and  one  Linen  Apron,  which  fhe  had  on, 
44  and  alfo  Half  a  Guinea  in  Gold,  and  Three 
44  Shillings  in  Silver;  and  then  he  that  held  her 
44  threatened  to  do  for  this  Informant.  And  this  In- 
44  fprmant  faith,  That,  immediately  after,  they,  the 
44  fame  two  Men,  violently  took  hold  of  her,  and 
*4  dragged  her  up  into  the  Gravel-walk  that  leads 
44  down  to  the  faid  Gate,  and  about  the  Middle 
44  thereof,  he,  the  faid  Man  that  firftheld  her,  gave 
<c  her,  with  his  Fift,  a  very  violent  Blow  upon  the 
44  Right  Temple,  which  threw  her  into  a  Fit,  and 
44  deprived  her  of  her  Senfes,  (which  Fits,  fhe,  this 
44  Informant,  faith  (he  is  accuftomed  and  fubje£fc 
44  to,  upon  being  frighted,  and  that  they  often  con- 
44  tinue  for  fix  or  feven  Hours.)  And  this  Infor- 
44  mant  faith,  That  when  fhe  came  to  herfelf,  fhe 
44  perceived  that  fhe  was  carrying  along  by  the  fame 
44  two  Men,  in  a  large  Road-way  :  And  faith,  That 
44  in  a  little  Time  after,  fhe  was  fo  recovered  that  fhe 
44  was  able  to  waTk  alone ;  however,  they  continued  to 
44  pull  her  along,  which  ftiil  fo  intimidated  and  fright- 
D  3  «  ed 

ginal,  will  not  be  taken  amifs  by  any  of  oar  Reader?, 
many  of  whom  may  not  be  pofuffeci  of,  nor  have  feen 
that  Performance. 
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u  ed  her,  that  flie  durft  not  call  out  for  Affiftance, 
u  or  fpeak  to  them.  And  this  Informant  faith,  That 
"  in  about  half  an  Hour  after  {he  had  fo  recovered 
iC  herfelf,  they,  the  faid  two  Men,  carried  her, 
44  this  Informant,  into  a  Houfe,  (which,  as  fhe, 
"  this  Informant,  heard  from  fome  of  them,  was 
"  about  Four  o'Clock  in  the  Morning,  and  which 
"  Houfe,  as  (he,  this  Informant,  hath  fince  heard 
#t  and  believes,  is  fituated  at  Enfield-WaJIi,  in  the 
4*  County  of  Middle/ex,  and  is  reputed  to  be  a  very 
4C  bad  and  diforderly  Bawdy-houfe,  and  occupied  by 

*c  one  Wells i  Widow)  and  there  this  In- 

"  formant  faw,  in  the  Kitchen,  an  old  Gypfey  Woman, 
"  and  tivo  young  Women,  whofe  Names  were  un- 
*c  known  to  this  Informant ;  but  the  Name  of  one 
44  of  them  this  Informant  hath  fince  heard,  and  be- 
4t  lieves,  is  Virtue  Hall  •>  and  faith,  That  the  faid  aid 
44  Gypfey  Woman  took  hold  of  this  Informant's 
4(  Hand,  and  promifed  to  give  her  fine  Cloaths,  if  flie 
"  would  go  their  Way;  (meanings  as  this  Informant 
"  underjlood,  to  become  a  Projlitute)  which  this  In- 
4<  formant  refufing  to  do,  fhe,  the  faid  old  Gypfey 

Woman,  took  a  Knife  out  of  a  Drawer,  and  cut 
"  the  Lace  of  the  Stays  of  her,  this  Informant,  and 

took  the  faid  Stays  away  from  her,  and  one  of  the 
"  faid  Men  took  off  her  Cap,  and  then  the  faid  two 
44  Men  went  away  with  it,  and  (he,  this  Informant, 
*c  hath  never  fince  feen  any  of  her  Things.  And 
"  this  Informant  faith,  That  foon  after  they  were 
"  gone,  (which  fhe,  this  Informant,  believes  was 
M  about  Five  in  the  Morning)  fhe,  the  faid  old 
"  Gypfey  Woman,  forced  her,  this  Informant,  up 
"  an  old  Pair  of  Stairs,  and  pufhed  her  into  a  back 
«  Room  like  a  Hay- loft,  without  any  Furniture  what- 
&  fofrver  in  the  fame,  and  there  locked  her,  this  In- 

"  formant, 
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M  formant,  up, threatening  her,  this  Informant,  that  if 
44  fhe  made  the  leaft  Noife  or  Difturbance,  (he,  the 
44  faid  old  Gypfey  Woman,  would  cut  her  Throat, 
44  and  then  fhe  went  away.  And  this  Informant 
44  faith,  That  when  it  grew  light,  upon  her  looking 
44  round  to  fee  in  what  a  difmal  Place  fhe  was,  fhe, 
44  this  Informant,  difcovered  a  large  black  Jug,  with 
44  the  Neck  much  broken,  wherein  was  fome  Wa- 
44  ter,  and  upon  the  Floor  fever al  Pieces  of  Breads 
44  near  in  Quantity  to  a  Quartern  Loaf,  and  a  fmall . 
44  Parcel  of  Hay  :  And  faith,  That  (he  continued 
46  in  this  Room,  or  Place,  from  the  faid  Tuefday 
44  Morning,  the  Second  Day  of January,  until  about 
44  half  an  Hour  after  Four  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon 
44  of  Monday  the  Twenty-ninth  Day  of  the  fame 
44  Month  of  January,  without  having,  or  receiving, 
44  any  other  Suftenance,  or  Provifion,  than  the  faid 
44  Bread  and  Water,  (except  a  fmall  minced  Pye, 
44  which  ftie,  this  Informant,  had  in  her  Pocket)  or 
44  any  Thing  to  lie  on,  other  than  the  faid  Play ; 
44  and  without  any  Per/on,  or  Perfonsy  coming  to 
44  her,  although  (he  often  heard  the  Name  of  Mrs, 
44  and  Mother  Wells  called  upon,  whom  (he  under- 
44  flood  was  the  Miftrefs  of  the  Houfe.  And  this 
44  Informant  faith,  That  on  Friday  the  Twenty- 
44  fixth  Day  of  January  laft  paft,  fhe,  this  Infor- 
44  mant,  had  confumed  all  the  af ore/aid  Bread  and  Wa- 
44  ter,  and  continued  without  having  any  Thing  to  eat, 
44  or  drink,  until  the  Monday  following,  when  (he, 
44  this  Informant,  being  almoft  famifhed  with  Hun- 
44  ger,  and  ftarved  with  Cold,  and  almoft  naked 
44  during  the  whole  Time  of  her  Confinement, 
44  about  half  an  Hour  after  Four  in  the  Afternoon  of 
44  the  faid  Twenty-ninth  Day  of  January,  broke  out 
44  at  a  Window  of  the  faid  Room,  or  Place,  and  got 
D  4  44  to 
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44  to  her  Friends  in  London,  about  a  Quarter  after 
44  Ten  the  fame  Night,  in  a  mod  weak,  miserable 
*4  Condition,  being  very  near  ftarved  to  Death. 
44  And  this  Informant  faith,  That  fhe  ever  fince 
4,4  hath  been,  and  now  is,  in  a  very  weak  and  de- 
44  dining  State  and  Condition  of  Health,  and  altho* 
**  all  poffible  Care  and  Affiftance  is  given  to  her,  yet 
44  whatever  fmall  Nutriment  fhe,  this  Informant^ 
14  is  able  to  take,  the  fame  receives  no  Paflage 
**  through  her,  but  what  is  forced  by  the  Apothc- 
44  cary's  Affiftance  and  Medicines". 

Sworn  before  me,  ffii  Mark  of 

this  7  tb  of  Feb.  E  C 

1753.  Elizabeth  Canning. 

H.  FIELDING. 


Middlefex  jj 


The  In  formation  ^Virtue  Hall, 
late  of  the  Parijh  of  Enfield,  in  the  County 
of  Middlefex,  Spinjier,  taken  upon  Oath 
this  13th  Day  of  February,  X753,  before 
me  Henry  Fielding,  Efq\  one  of  His  Maje- 
J?ys  Jufiices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

"  HIS  Informant,  upon  her  Oath,  faith,  That 

u  jL  on  Tuefday  the  Second  Day  of  January  Jaft 
M  paft,  about  Four  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning,  a 
44  young  Woman,  whole  Name  this  Informant  hath 
44  fince  heard  is  Elizabeth  Canning,  was  brought 
"  (without  any  Gown,  Hat,  or  Apron  on)  to  the 
M  Houfe  of  one  Sufanna-lVells,  of  Enfield-Wajh,  in 
"  the  County  aforefaid,  Widow,  by  two  Men,  the 
4C  Name  of  one  of  whom  is  John  Squires,  the  reputed 
ic  Son  of  one  Mary  Squires,  an  old  Gypfy  Woman, 
*  who  then,  and  fome  littleTime  before,  had  lodged 

44  at 
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"  at  theHoufe  of  the  faid  Sufanna  Wells,  but  the  Name 
44  of  the  other  of  the  faid  two  Men  this  Informant 
44  knows  not,  fhe,  this  Informant,  never  having  feea 
44  him  before  or  fince,  to  the  beft  of  her  Knowledge. 
M  And  this  Informant  faith,  That  when  (he,  the 
44  faid  Elizabeth  Cannings  was  brought  into  the 
44  Kitchen  of  the  faid  Wells  %  Houfe,  there  were 
44  prefent  the  faid  Mary  Squires,  John  Squires,  the 
44  Man  unknown,  Katharine  Squires,  the  reputed 
44  Daughter  of  the  faid  Mary  Squires,  and  this  In- 
44  formant  ;  and  this  Informant  does  not  recolledt 
44  that  any  one  elfe  was  in  the  faid  Kitchen  at  that 
44  Time  :  And  faith,  That  immediately,  upon  her, 
44  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning's  being  brought  in, 
"  the  faid  John  Squires  faid,  "  Here,  Mother,  take 
44  this  Girl,"  or  ufed  Words  to  that  EfFeft ;  and  fhe, 
!f  the  faid  Mary  Squires,  afked  him  where  they  had 
44  brought  her  from  ?  and  John  faid,  from  Moor- 
44  fields,  and  told  his  faid  Mother,  that  they  had  taken 
44  her  Gown,  Apron,  Hat,  and  half  a  Guinea  from 
u  from  her,  to  the  beft  of  this  Informant's  Recollec- 
44  tion  and  Belief :  Whereupon,  fhe,  the  faid  Mary 
"  Squires,  took  hold  of  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning's 
"  Hand,  and  afked  her  if  fhe  would  go  their  Way, 
44  or  Words  to  that  Effed  ;  and  upon  the  faid  Eliza- 
4<  beth  Canning's  anfwering  no,  fhe,  the  faid  Mary 
4i  Squires,  took  a  Knife  out  of  the  Drawer  of  the 
ii  Drefler  in  the  Kitchen,  and  therewith  cut  the 
44  Lace  of  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning's  Stays,  and 
"  took  the  faid  Stays  away  from  her,  and  hung 
44  them  upon  the  Back  of  a  Chair,   and  the  faid 

44  Man    unknown    took    the    Cap  off  Elizabeth 

45  Canning's  Head,  and  then  he,  with  the  faid 
44  John  Squires,  went  out  of  Doors  with  it.  And 
ff  this  Informant  faith,  That  quickly  after  they  were 

D  5  4C  gone* 
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u  gone,  {he,  the  laid  Mary  Squires,  pufhed  the  faid 
6i  Elizabeth  Canning  along  the  Kitchen,  towards  and 
H  up  a  Pair  of  Stairs  leading  into  a  large  Back 
6<  Room,  like  a  Loft,  called  the  Work-Shop,  where 
u  there  was  jome  Hay  ;  and  whilft  {he,  the  faid 
E<  Mary  Squires,  was  fo  pufliing  her,  the  faid  Eliza- 
16  beth  Cannings  towards  the  Stairs,  {he,  the  faid  Su- 
:c  fannab  Wells,  came  into  the  Kitchen,  and  afked 
the  faid  Mary  Squires  what  Jhe  was  going  to  pt/Jb 
6  the  Girl  up  Stairs  for,  or  Words  to  that  Effect, 
*  and  to  the  beft  of  this  Informant's  Recollection 
c  and  Belief,  the  faid  Mary  Squires  anfwered,  What 
c  is  that  to  you  ?  You  have  no  Buftnefsvnth  it.  Where- 
c  upon  the  faid  Sufanna  Wells  dire&ly  went  out  of 
'  the  Kitchen  into  an  oppofite  Room,  called  the 
c  Parlour,  from  whence  {he  came,  as  this  Info;  rt 
6  believes.    And  this  Informant  faith,  That  the 

4  faid  Mary  Squires  forced  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning 

5  up  Stairs  into  the  faid  Work-Ihop,  and  buttoned 
\  the  Door  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Stairs  in  the  Kitchen 
c  upon  her,  and  confined  her  there.  And  thi*  In- 
1  formant  faith,  That  about  two  Hours  after,  a  Quan- 

6  tity  of  Water,  in  an  old  broken-mouthed  large 
5  black  Jug,  was  carried  up  the  faid  Stairs,  and  put 
\  down  upon  the  Floor  of  the  faid  Workfhop  at  the 
i  Top  of  the  Stairs,  to  the  beft  of  this  Informant's 
1  Recollection  and  Belief.  And  this  Informant 
1  faith,  That  foon  after  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning 
1  was  fo  put  into  the  faid  Workfhop,  and  the  faid 

:  Sufannah  Wells  was  returned  into  the  Parlour,  the 
1  faid  John  Squires  returned  again  into  the  Kitchen, 
:  and  took  the  Stays  from  off  the  Chair,  and  went  away 
:  with  the  fame,  and  in  about  an  Hour's  Time  re- 
turned, and  went  into  the  Parlour  with  the  faid 
Sufanna  Wells.    He,  the  faid  John  Squires,  came 

"  again 
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44  again  into  the  Kitchen,  and  then  this  Informant 
4C  went  into  the  Parlour  to  the  faid  Sufanna  We/ls9 
44  and  the  faid  Sufanna  Wells  there  faid  to  this  In- 
44  formant,  Virtue,  the  Gypfey  Man  (meaning  the 
*4  faid  John  Squires)  has  been  telling  me,  that  his 
4{  Mother  has  cut  the  Girl's  (meaning  the  faid  Eliza- 
44  beth  Cannings)  Stays  off  her  Back,  and  that  he  has 
44  got  them;  and  further  faid,  1  defire  you  will  not 
44  make  a  Clack  of  it,  for  fear  it  fl)ould  be  blown,  or 
u  ufed  Words  to  that  or  the  like  Effect.    And  this 
44  Informant  faith,  That  from  the  Time  of  the  faid 
44  Elizabeth  Canning 's  being  fo  confined  in  the  Morn- 
44  ing  of  the  faid  Second  Day  of  January,  in  Manner 
44  as  aforefaid,  fhe  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning  was  not 
44  miffed,  or  difcovered  to  have  efcaped  out  of  the 
44  faid  Workfhop,  until  Wednefday  the  31ft  Day  of  the 
44  fame  Month  of  January,  as  ftie,  this  Informant, 
44  verily  believes  ;  for  that,  to  the  beft  of  this  In- 
44  forjmant's  Recolle&ion  and  Belief,  Jhe  tvas  the 
44  Perfon  that  firjl  miffed  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning 
44  thereout.    And  this  Informant  faith,  That  the 
44  faid  Sufannah  Wells  harboured  and  continued  the 
44  faid  Mary  Squires  in  her  aforefaid  Houfe,  from  the 
44  Time  of  the  faid  Mary  Squires's  robbing  the  faid 
44  Elizabeth  Canning  of  her  Stays,  until  Thurf day  the 
44  Fuft  Day  of  February  laft  paft,  when  the  faid  Su- 
44  fannah  Wells,  Sarah  her  Daughter,  Mary  Squires, 
44  John  Squires,  his  two  Sifters,  Katharine  audi  Mary 
44  Squires,  Fortune  Natus,  and  Sarah  his  Wife,  and 
44  this  Informant,  were  apprehended   on  account 
44  thereof,  and  carried  before  Juftice  Tyfhmaker. 
44  And  this  Informant  faith.  That  Fortune  Nat  us,  and 
4C  Sarah  his  Wife,  to  the  beft  of  this  Informant's 
44  Recoiie£iion  and  Belief,  have  lodged  in  the  Houfe. 
44  of  the  faid  Sufannah  Wells  about  eleven  Weeks 
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*4  next  before  Monday  the  Fifth  Day  of  February  In* 
<c  y5W,  and  layed  on  a  J5^«7  of  Hay  fprtad  in  the 
€f  Kitchen  at  Night,  which  was  in  the  Day-time 
c<  puflied  up  in  a  Corner  thereof,  and  continued 
<c  lying  there,  when  at  Home,  until  Thurfday  the 
4C  faid  Firft  Day  of  February,  when,  before  the  faid 
<l  Mr.  Tyfbmaker,  all,  except  the  faid  Sufannah  Wells9 
4C  and  Mary  Squires,  were  difcharged,  and  then  that 
4;  Evening  the  faid  Fortune  Natus  and  Sarah  his 
*f  Wife  laid  up  in  the  faid  Workfhop  where  the  faid 
<c  Elizabeth  Canning  had  been  confined ;  fo  that,  as 
<c  this  Informant  und^rftood,  it  might  he  pretended 
*4  that  they  had  lain  in  the  faid  Workfhop  for  all  the 
<c  Time  they  had  lodged  in  the  faid  Sufannah  Wells'* 
*4  Houfe.  And  faith,  That  on  the  Day  on  which  it 
*4  was  difcovered  that  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning  had 
made  her  Efcape  out  of  the  faid  Workfhop,  by 
*4  breaking  down  fome  Boards  /lightly  affixed  acrofs 
*4  the  Window-place,  the  faid  Sarah,  Daughter  of 
*c  the  faid  Sufannah  Wells,  nailed  up  the  faid  Win- 
ff  dow-place  with  Boards,  fo  that  the  faid  VVindow- 
*4  place  might  not  appear  to  have  been  broken  open. 
44  And  laftly,  this  Informant  faith,  That  fhe,  this 
44  Informant,  hath  lived  with  the  faid  Sufannah  Wells 
44  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Year  laft  paft,  and  well 
€<  knows  that  the  faid  Sufannah  Wells,  during  that 
44  Time,  hath  kept  a  very  notorious  ill  governed 
44  and  diforderly  Houfe,  and  has  had  the  Character 
4C  of  fo  doing  for  many  Years  paft;  and  that  the  faid 
44  Sufannah  Wells  well  knew  and  was  privy  to  the 
44  Confinement  of  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning? 

Sworn  before  me%  Her 
this  1 4*A  of  Fe-  Virtue  -f  -  Halt. 

fcruary  1753*  Mark. 

H.  FIELDING.  Let 
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Let  me  be  indulged  to  take  a  Review  of  this  fup* 
pofed  invincible  Evidence,  whereby  it  may  the  better 
befeen  how  far  it  deferves  the  Character  our  ingenu- 
ous Author  gives  of  it.  In  order  to  this  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  tiace  fome  of  its  antecedent  Circum- 
ftances. 

Mr.  Fielding  tells  us,  that  44  on  the  6th  of  Fe» 
44  bruary  his  Clerk  delivered  him  a  Cafe,  indorfed  at 
44  the  Top,  The  Cafe  of  Elizabeth  Canning, 
44  for  Mr.  Fielding'j  Opinion,  and,  at  the  Bottom, 
M  Salt,  Solr.  Upon  the  Receipt  of  the  Cafe,  with 
"  his  Fee,  he  bid  his  Clerk  tell  Mr.  Salty  that  he 
44  would  take  the  Cafe  with  him  into  the  Country, 
44  and  to  defire  him  to  call  for  it  on  Friday  Mor~ 

44  ning  following."  But,  upon  Mr.  Salt's  earneft 

Entreaty,  Mr.  Fielding  gave  the  Cafe  an  immediate 
Perufal,  and,  after  great  Importunity,  was  prevailed 
on  to  permit  Elizabeth  Canning  to  fwear  before  him  to 
her  Information.  Accordingly,  the  next  Day  M  fhe 
44  was  brought  in  a  Chair  to  his  Houfe,  and  being 
44  led  up  Stairs  betiveen  two,  the  above  Information, 
44  which,  our  Author  infifts  he  had  never  before  feen, 
44  was  read  over  to  her,  when  fhe  fwore  to  the 
44  Truth,  and  fet  her  Mark  to  it 

Such  is  the  Account  given  of  this  Tranfa&ion  by 
Mr.  Fielding  himfelf.  Is  it  equal  to  what  might  rea- 
sonably have  been  expe£ted  from  fodifcerning  aMa- 
giftrate  ?  Could  there  have  been  any  Impropriety,  if 
he  had  condefcended  to  have  afked  her  a  few  Quef- 
tions,  previous  to  the  admitting  this  Girl  to  her  Oath  ? 
So  uncommonly  circumftanced  an  Affair  furely  de- 
fended a  more  exa&  Scrutiny ;  and  if  from  no  other  Mo- 
tive than  his  acknowledged  44  Curiofity,  occafioned  by 

"  the 
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<c  the  extraordinary  Nature  of  the  Cafe*/'  any  one 
might  have  concluded,  (hould  have  prompted  him  to  a 
further  Enquiry  into  its  Merits.  —  Had  Mr.  Fielding 
thought  fit  to  have  entered  into  a  minute  Examination 
of  Canning,  it  is  not  impoffible  but  that  a  Genius  fo 
4C  notable  for  the  Detection  of  Falfebood  and  Perjury  f," 
would  have  found  her  verbal  Teftimony,  and  that 
written  Evidence,  would  have  as  little  coincided,  as 
the  latter  did  with  her  fubfequent  Depofition  at  the 
Old  Bailey ;  and  confequently  might  have  been  more 
inclined  to  have  refufed  than  granted  that  Oath,  fhe 
then  and  there  was  permitted  to  take.  Is  it  an  un- 
reafonable  Prefumption,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Incuri- 
ouihefs  and  Negligence,  too  frequently  pra&ifed  in 
the  Adminiftration  of  Oaths,  may  have  principally 
contributed  to  the  fo  confpicuous  Encreafe  of  Perjury  ? 
What  Excufe  then  {hall  be  offered  for  our  fage  Au- 
thor's unaccuftomed  Qfcitancy  in  a  Matter  that  re- 
quired all  his  Circumfpe&ion,  unlefs  it  is  admitted, 
that  his  "  great  Compaffion  for  the  dreadful  Condition 
<c  of  the  Girl,  as  it  was  reprefented  to  him  by  Mr* 
u  Salt,"  prevailed  over  his  ulual  Sagacity,  and 
every  other  neceffary  Confideration. 

It  is  an  eftablifhed  Maxim  in  Law,  and  Reafon 
clearly  confirms  the  Juftice  of  it,  that  a  Witnefsy 

fivearing  to  Contrarieties^  is  not  to  be  believed.  Very 

poffibly  Canning's  Solicitor  did  not  acquaint  Mr, 
Fielding  with  the  Contents  of  what  ihe  had  fwrrn 
before  Alderman  Chiity ;  perhaps  Mr.  Salt  might  not 
himfelf  have  been  informed  of  them  ;  neverthelefs^ 
it  is  now  paftDifpute,  though  I  at  that  Time  doubt- 
ed of  it,  that  liie  did  fwear  to  the  Purport  of  what  I 

men- 


*  Clear  State,  p.  33, 
t  Ibid.  p.  58. 
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mentioned  in  a  former  Letter  *  and  no  ctherwife ; 
the  Truth  of  which  the  faid  Alderman  has  declared 
his  Readinefs  to  atteft,  whenever  thereunto  required. 
« — It  may  alfo  have  fo  happened,  that  our  Author 
did  not  hear,  nor  has  been  told,  what  this  Girl  de- 
pofed  to  at  the  Old  Bailey ;  if  he  had,  in  all  likeli- 
hood we  ftiould  never  have  been  favoured  with  this 
Publication,  for  certainly  never  did  more  manifeft 
Contradictions  appear  in  any  Teftimony  given  by 
the  fame  Per/on  to  prove  the  fame  Fact. 

In  order  to  determine,  with  Propriety,  what  Share 
of  Confidence  ought  to  be  repofed  in  Canning's  Evi- 
dence, it  will  be  convenient  to  recur  to,  and  corn- 
bare  with  each  other,  the  feveral  Accounts  (he  her- 
ielf  has  given  of  this  Tranfa£Hon,  from  her  earlieft 
:|  Relation  of  it  on  her  firft  being  feen  at  Home,  to  her 
ij  final  fwearing  to  it  before  a  Court  of  Judicature ;  for 
though  the  mere  telling  a  Lye  may  not  quite  be  fo 
Imifchievous  in  its  Confequences,  as  the  confirming 
the  fame  upon  Oath  in  Wejlminfter-Hall^  or  at  the 
Old  Bailey  ;  yet,  in  foro  ConfcienticSy  the  Credit  of  the 
Story-teller  muft  depend  proportionally  as  he  or  fhe 
has  been  more  or  lefs  accuftomed  to  fpeaking  the 
Truth. 

We,  who  have  no  particular  Acquaintance  with 
this  Girl,  or  her  Intimates,  are  obliged  to  be  contented 
jwith  fuch  Informations  as  the  publick  Papers  afford 
us;  neverthelefs,  itwillfcarce  be  denied,  but  that  the 
i  Paragraph  f  that  gave  Rife  to  your  Curiofity  was 
founded  upon  the  Report  Canning  had  herfelf  made, 
and  was  publifhed  by  her  Authority  j  her  Cafe  % 

figned 

*  See  above,  p,  9,  10. 
*f  See  Note,  p  i. 
X  See  Note,  p.  13. 
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figned  by  her  fix  Friends,  bears  indifputable  Marks  of 
its  Authenticity ;  nor  can  her  Depofitions  before  Al- 
derman Cbitty,  Mr.  Fielding,  and  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
ftand  in  need  of  any  Confirmation.  Thefe  feveral 
Relations,  though  given  at  different  Times,  can, 
ftridtly  fpeaking,  be  confidered  but  as  a  Continuance 
of  the  fame  Teftimony  to  the  fame  Faft.  Let  them 
be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  Examination,  whereby  may 
be  evinced  their  Agreement  or  Difagreement  in  the 
Matters  they  relate. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Accounts  may  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  drawn  up  in  a  Hurry,  feeing  it  was, 
as  I  am  informed,  tranfmitted  to  thePrefs  on  the  very 
Evening,  or  early  the  next  Morning,  of  the  Girl's  de- 
clared Return.  A  Deficience  of  Circumftances,  there- 
fore, in  this  Relation  is  very  excufeable,  and  may  be 
naturally  imputed  to  the  Weaknefs  occafioned  by  her 
indifferent  Diet,  and  her  Wearinefs  after  a  Journey  of 
ten  Miles  on  Foot  in  dirty  Weather,  which  might  ren- 
der her  lefs  able  to  recolleft  many  Incidents  that 
afterwards  occurred  to  her  Memory.  But  what 
Reafon  can  be  affigned  for  the  Infertion  of  a  Par- 
ticular herein,  that  was  never  afterwards  taken  the 
leaft  Notice  of,  and  which  is  contradidled  by  every 
other  Part  of  her  Story  ;  I  mean,  where  it  is"  faid, 
that  upon  her  Flight,  "  Jke  left  several  unhappy 
V  young  Women  in  the  Houfe^  wbofe  Mferies  Jhe  had 

f<  providentially  efcaped"  ■  If  we  afcribe  this  Af- 

fertion  to  the  Girl,  (he  was  guilty  of  a  palpable  Falfe- 
hood  ;  if  it  was  only  a  Suggeftion  of  her  Friends, 
(who,  by  the  Cafe  referred  to  above,  appeared  pretty 
ready  at  Conje&ure)  even  their  Veracity  will  become 
fomewhat  queftionable. 

The  next,  which  was  the  firft  Time  Canning  fo~ 
kmnly  told  her  Story,  was  before  Alderman  Chit- 

m 


§*.  She  had  novf  had  two  whole  Days  to  recall 
to  her  Mind  the  Occurrencies  that  happened  during 
her  alledged  Confinement  and  other  ill  Treatment ; 
qotwithftanding  which,  we  find  her  here  not  only 
barren  of  material  Incidents,  but  alfo,  in  refped  to 
her  pretended  Prifon,  affirming  many  Pieces  of  Fur- 
niture to  have  been  there,  which  in  Reality  were  not, 
and  omitting  more  than  as  many  Particulars,  that 
;  really  were  there.  I  /peak  the  more  pofitively  to 
i  this  Matter,  as  having  had  the  Curiofity  to  vifit  the 
I  Room,'  wherein  ftie  faid  fhe  had  been  fo  long  con- 
I  fined,  a  View  of  which  alone  carries  with  it  the 
ftrongeft  Convidtion  of  her  Miftake,  as  to  the  Place 
of  her  Durance ;  for  certainly  a  Child  of  7  Years  old 
could  not  be  confined  there  unwillingly*  for  the  Space 
of  three  Hours.  There  is  likewife  another  Ob- 
jection to  the  Credit  of  her  Teftimony,  delivered 
before  this  worthy  Gentleman,  too  obvious  to  be 
cafily  overlooked,  which  is,  that  fhe  then  fwore,  that 
after  the  two  Men  had  robbed  her  in  Moorfields>  they 
carried  her  through  Bishopsg  ate-street  >  where- 
as, in  all  her  fubfequent  Declarations,  fhe  infifted, 
that  immediately  after  the  Commiffion  of  the  Rob- 
bery, one  of  them  gave  her  a  Blow  that  rendered  her 
perfectly  fenfelefs ;  and  that  fhe  continued  in  that  State 
of  Infenftbility  till  fhe  came  within  half  a  Mile  of 

Enfield-Wajh  f.  Be  pleafed  to  remember,  that  in 

one  of  the  earlieft  Advertifements  for  a  Difcovery  of 
her  it  was  faid,  that  fhe  was  heard  to  fhriek  out  of  a 
Hackney-Coach in Bishopsgate-street^:  Com- 
pare one  Circumftance  with  the  other,  and  make 
your  own  Reflections. 

What 

*  See  above,  p  9. 

+  Ibid.  p.  13,  20.  &c* 
%  Ibid.  p.  6, 
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What  is  called  her  Cafe,  ligned  by  her  fix  Friends, 
may  not  improperly  be  confidered  as  her  third  Re- 
port of  this  Tranfa&ion.  Three  CofFee-houfes,  be- 
fides  the  Printer,  and  the  Gentleman  appointed  Trea~ 
furer  for  carrying  on  the  Prof cut  ions,  were  appointed  to 
diftribute  thefe  Papers  gratis  ;  and  it  muft  be  confefied 
they  were  moft  alliduous  in  the  Diftribution  of  them, 
infomuch  that  their  Induftry  was  by  fome  thought 
unjuftifiable  ;  for  even  on  the  Day  the  Accufed  were 
tried,  thefe  Papers  were  difperled  in  the  Seffions- 
houfe,  not  only  to  Strangers,  but  even  to  the  Jury 
and  the  Bench.  Our  Friend  Martin's  Animadver- 
fions  *  on  this  (though  I  could  not  at  firft  be  fo  well 
reconciled  to  them)  prevents  my  making  many  Re- 
marks on  this  truly  Angular  Piece  ;  wherefore  I  (hall 
only  obferve,  that  it  is  herein  clearly  admitted,  that 
when  this  Girl  was  firft  feen  at  Home,  Jhe  could  give 
no  other  Account,  than  that  foe  had  been  confined  on  the 
Hertfordfhire-i?^ ;  and  that  the  Sufpicion  of  Mother 
Wells  arofe  entirely  from  the  Suggefiion  of  fome  Peo- 
fie  then  about  her.  It  alfo  confirms  that  Part  of  the 
Defcription  of  her  Prifon,  which  (he  gave  to  the  Al- 
derman before  whom  fhe  fwore,  that  the  Place  fhe 

was  confined  in  was  a  dark  Room.  Thofe  that 

have  feen  it  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  confirm  my 
Aflertion,  that  it  is,  and  has  been,  in  all  Probability, 
from  its  firft  Erection,  a  very  light  Room;  with 
two  Windows  in  it,  the  half  of  one  of  which  only 
was  boarded  up.  Now,  though  it  may  admitted 
poffible,  that,  from  her  Terror  and  Anxiety,  fhe 
might  overlook,  or  not  immediately  call  to  Mind, 
near  a  Cart-load  of  other  confpicuous  Particulars,  can 
it  be  fuppofed  fhe  was  not  capable  of  diftinguifhing 

Dark- 


*  See  above,  p.  15,  fcfc. 
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Darkness  from  Light  ?  And  flic  appears  fb 
thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  Force  of  this  Obje&ionj 
that  both  in  her  Information,  fworn  to  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  Mr.  Fielding,  as  well  as  in  her  Depofition 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  {he,  circumfpeclly,  avoids  a  Repe- 
tition of  this  Circumftance,  by  only  faying  it  was  a 
Back  Room.  In  fhort,  is  not  this  Part  of  her  Tefti- 
mony  greatly  exceptionable?  What  Excufe  can  be 
offered  for  thofe  Friends  of  her's  who  are  fo  ready  to 
atteft  it  ? 

Canning's  Information  before  Mr.  Fielding  offers 
itfelf  next  in  turn  to  our  Confideration.  I  cannot 
help  taking  Notice  of,  what  appears  to  me,  a  Peculi- 
arity relative  to  this  Part  of  her  Evidence ;  which  is, 
that  this  Information  is  acknowledged  to  have  been 
drawn  on  the  Monday  antecedent  to  the  JVednefday 
on  which  ftie  fwore  to  it.  Is  this  a  cuftomary  Me- 
thod of  proceeding  ?  Or  was  it  more  particularly  re- 
quifite  in  this  Cafe,  that  the  Girl  might  have  Time 
enough  to  perfect  herfelf  in  her  LelTon,  and  thereby 
be  the  better  able  to  go  through  an  Examination,  if 
his  Worfhip  had  thought  proper  to  have  troubled  her 
with  Interrogatories?  But  to  render fuch  an  Appre- 
henfion  the  lefs  probable,  on  the  intermediate  Tuef- 
day,  the  Ju  •  dee  was  retained  of  Counfel  for  the  Com- 
plainant. And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  thefe  pru- 
dential Steps  had  been  taken  to  prevent  any  Miftakes, 
we  find,  when  (he  came  to  give  her  verbal  Teftimo- 
ny,  feveral  Additions,  Variations,  and  even  Contra- 
dictions of  Circumftancesy  in  the  Courfe  of  her  Evi- 
dence at  the  Old  Bailey. 

It  is  not  pretended,  till  Preparations  were  making 
for  her  Appearance  before  Mr.  Fielding,  that  Canning 
indicated  any  Sign  of  her  being  able  to  circumftanti- 
ate  her  Detail,  further  than  by  what  fhe  had  faid  in 

the 


C  68  ] 

the  foregoing  Accounts.  Confidering  how  extreme- 
ly deficient  (he  had  hitherto  been  in  her  Relations, 
and  the  perfe£t  Ignorance  fhe  betrayed  in  Matters 
that  efpecially  affe£ted  her,  it  muft  be  confefled,  her 
fudden  Recognition  of  fo  many  Particulars  as  are 
contained  in  this  Information,  cannot  but  ftrike  the 
difpaffionate  Enquirer  with  fome  Surprize,  which  will 
;iot  be  diminifhed,  by  what  fhe  added  on  the  Trial. 

This  Child  'i7i  Years,  as  well  as  Under/landings  as 
her  learned  Advocate  affe&s  to  call  her,  can  now  ex- 
adtly  defcribe  the  Drefs  of  the  two  Men  that  robbed 
her;  that  they  had  brown  Bob  Wigs,  and  Drab- 
coloured  Great-Coats.  And  at  the  Old  Bailey  fhe  alfo 
mentions  their  Size,  that  they  were  lujly  Men,  with 
an  additional  Incident,  that  they  put  a  Handkerchief  to 
her  Mouthy  and  tied  her  Hands  behind  her. — —  In  her 
Information,  fhe  knew  the  Hour  of  her  Arrival  at 
Mother  Wells's,  becaufe  fhe  heard  it  mentioned  by  fome 
in  the  Houfe :  On  the  Trial,  becaufe  it  was  three  Hours 

or  better  to  Day-light.  Before  Mr.  Fielding ,  fhe 

fays,  one  of  the  Men  took  off  her  Cap  in  Welti* 
Kitchen ;  at  the  Old  Bailey,  fhe  fwears,  nothing  was 
taken  from  her  there,  but  her  Stays. — Before  thejufliccj 
fhe  was  put  into  a  Room  without  any  Furniture ;  be- 
fore the  Court,  fhe  remembered  a  Grate,  and  feveral 
other  Particulars.— — Before  the  former,  fhe  recolleft- 
ed,  that  fhe  had  often  heard  the  Name  of  Mifhefs 
and  Mother  Wells.  What  Pity  it  is,  that  her  Me- 
mory did  not  furnifh  her  with  this  Circumflance  nei- 
ther at  her  firft  coming  Home,  nor  before  the  Alder- 
man, nor  even  till  after  her  Cafe  was  publifhed  if 
(he  had,  her  Friends  need  not  have  been  obliged  to 
conjecture  for  a  Difcovery  of  her  Month's  Abode,  &c. 
and  it  might  have  been  fome  Excufe  for  their  fubfe- 
quent  Conduit,  which  otherwife  appears  to  have 

wanted 
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wanted  an  adequate  Motive.    However,  flic  forgot 

to  mention  this  at  the  Old  Bailey.  But  to  fum  uji 

all,  in  an  Inftance  In  which  it  is  impoflible  flic  fhouM' 
be  unwittingly  miftaken,  or  ignorantly  forgetful  of, 
I  mean  as  to  the  Time  of  finishing  her  Allowance  of 
Water:  Of  this  flie  has  given  no  lefs  than  three  dif- 
ferent Accounts,  each  of  which  is  directly  contra- 
dictory of  the  other.  Before  Alderman  Cbitty  fhe 
fwore,  fhe  left  fome  of  the  Water  behind  her  ; 
before  Mr.  Fielding,  that  fhe  had  confumed  all  her  JVa- 
tery  and  had  nothing  to  drink  three  Days  before  fhe 
made  her  Efcape  ;  and,  in  Prcfence  of  the  Court, 
that  fhe  drank  the  loft  Part  of  it  about  half  an  Hour 
before  fhe  got  out  of  the  Window. 

I  am  perfuaded  you  will  hardly  be  of  Opinion, 
that  this  Evidence  has  fufficicnt  Weight  to  counter- 
balance the  confeiTed  Improbabilities  of  the  original 
Story  ;  and  yet,  upon  the  fuppofed  Confidence  and 
Immutability  of  Cannings  Teftimony,  the  Tale  has 
received  its  principal  Credit.  You  are  fcnfible,  that 
I  have  all  along  entertained  the  moll  favourable  Sen- 
timents for  this  unhappy  Girl ;  if  I  have  been  decei- 
ved, I  own  my  Obligation  for  not  remaining  fo,  is 
due  to  Mr.  Fielding's  having  publifhed  thefe  two  In- 
formations ;  on  the  latter  of  which  I  intended  to  have 
given  a  few  Obfervations,  but  fhall  defer  them  to 
another  Opportunity,  being  unwilling  to  lofe  the 
Convenience  of  enclofing  this  Packet  with  Mrs, 
*  *  *  * 's  China. 

/  am, 

March  27 ,  Dear  Sir, 

1753.  Tours  Sec. 

*  #  *  *  #m 
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LETTER  VII. 

Without  any  Ceremony,  Dear  Sir,  I  fliall  rc- 
fume  my  promifed  Obfcrvations  on  the  Re- 
mainder of  the  Evidence,  brought  by  Mr.  Fielding,  in 
filpport  of  this  extraordinary  Story.  As  fuch,  the  Part 
Virtue  Hall  lias  a£tcd  in  this  Drama  is  not  the  leaft 
worthy  of  Attention.  The  Chara&er  of  this  Wit- 
nefs,  thcCircumftances  under  which  her  Information 
was  taken,  and  the  Correfpondcnce  between  her 
Teftimony  and  that  of  Elizabeth  Canning,  are  more 
immediately  proper  Objects  of  our  Confideration. 
—  As  to  the  firil  of  thefe  Particulars,  it  may  not  un* 
reafonably  be  apprehended,  that  the  Evidence  of  a 
confefl'ed  Proftitute,  and  one  who  may,  in  fome 
Meafure,  be  deemed  an  Accomplice  in  the  allcdgcd 
Crime,  will  not  reflect  any  great  Honour  or  Credit 
to  the  Caufe  fhe  was  prevailed  on  to  fupport  with 
her  Oath.  To  this  maybe  added,  that  the  Man- 
ner in  which,  it  is  acknowledged,  this  Evidence 
was  obtained,  cannot  but  adminilter  further  Occafion 
to  fufpe£t  its  Veracity. 

For  an  Explanation  of  what  is  meant  by  this  Af- 
fertion,  let  me  refer  you  to  Mr.  Fielding's  own  Ac- 
count of  this  Tranfa£tion.  You  will  there  find,  that 
in  confequenCe  of  Canning's  Information,  "  he  iffued 
<c  a  Warrant  aQjai  rift  all  who  fhould  be  found  refident 
"  in  the  Houfe  of  Wells.— —  Upon  which  Warrant 
cc  Virtue  Had,  and  one  'Judith  Natus,  were  feized 
"  and  brought  before  him."— —  He  tells  us,  thefe 

two 
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two  People  44  were  in  his  Houfe  above  an  Hour  or 
4i  trior e>  before  he  was  at  Leifure  to  fee  them;  du- 
44  ring  which  Tune,  and  before  he  had  ever  feen 
44  tue  Hall,  he  was  informed,  that  Jbe  would  confefs 
44  the  Whole  Matter.    When  (he  came  before 
•4  him,  fhe  appeared  in  Tears,  and  feemed  all  over  in 
44  a  tre?nbling  Condition  ;  upon  which  he  endeavour- 
44  ed  to  footh  and  comfort  her,"  addrefling  himfelf 
to  her  to  the  following  Purport :   44  Child,  you  need 
44  not  be  under  this  Fear  and  Apprehenfton  ;  if  you  will 
44  tell  us  the  whole  Truth  of  this  Affair,  1  give  you  my 
44  Word  and  Honour,  as  far  as  it  is  in  my  Power  to 
44  protecl  you,  you  Jh  all  come  to  no  Manner  of  Harm" 
Her  Reply  to  this  tender  Expoftulation  was,  that 
44  Jhe  would  tell  the  whole  Truth,  but  deftred  to  have 
44  fome  Time  given  her  to  recover  from  her  Fright" 
Upon  this  a  Chair  was  ordered  for  her,  and  fhe  was 
defired  to  fit  down,  and  after  fome  Minuies,  Mr. 
Fielding  began  to  examine  her, 44  which  he  continued 
44  ed  doing  in  the  fofteft  Language,  and  kindeft  Man- 
44  ner  he  was  able,  for  a  confiderable  Time,  till  fhe 
u  had  been  guilty  of  fo  many  Prevarications  and 
44  Contradictions,  that  he  told  her,  he  would  examine 
44  her  no  longer,  but  wouJd  commit  her  to  Prifon,  and 
44  leave  her  to  ftand  or  fall  by  the  Evidence  agahft 
44  her;  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  advifed  Mr.  Salt  to 
44  profecute  her  as  a  Felon,  together  with  the  Gyp- 
4i fey  Woman.    Upon  this  fhe  begged  to  be  once 
44  more  heard,  and  faid,  that  fhe  would  tell  the 
44  whole  Truth,  and  accounted  for  her  Unvvillingnefs 
44  to  do  it,  from  her  Fears  of  the  Gypfey  Wvman  and 
44  Wells"     '  ■  After  a  few  more  Queftions,  which 
our  Author  fays,  fhe  anfwered  with  more  Appearance 
of  Truth,  than  fhe  had  done  before  ;  44  after  which 
44  the  Juftice  recommended  to  Mr.  Salty  to  go  with 

her, 
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u  her,  and  take  her  Information  in  Writing  \  and  at 
€i  her  parting  from  him  he  bid  her  be  a  good  Girl, 
<c  and  be  fure  to  fay  nothing  tnore  nor  lefs  than  the 
44  ftftafc  Truth.  Virtue  Hall  then  went  from  his 

Worlhip,  and  returned  in  about  two  Hours, 
"  when  the  Information  (  inferted  above  )  was  read 
ic  over  to  her,  and  figned  with  her  Mark." 

Such  is  the  Narration  of  this  impartial  Magiftrate  ; 
but  give  me  Leave  to  afk  your  Opinion,  for  it  is  very 
poffible  I  may  be  miftaken,  whether  it  would  not 
have  given  a  more  undoubted  Appearance  of  Authen- 
ticity, and  a  more  extenfive  Share  of  Credit,  with  the 
Public,  to  this  Information,  if  Mr.  Fielding  had  been 
pleafed  to  have  taken  it  himfelf,  or  at  leaft  to  have 
been  prefent  when  it  was  taken  ?  Or,  if  the  Length 
of  the  previous  Examination  had  fo  far  fatigued 
him,  as  to  make  a  Retreat  for  Refreftiment  abfolutely 
neceflary ;  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  have 
been  rendered  dill  lefs  liable  to  Sufpicion,  if  anybody 
elfe,  rather  than  Mr.  Salt,  had  been  deputed  for  this 
important  Tafk ;  who,  being  the  Solicitor  employed 
to  conduct  the  Profecution,  may,  not  improbably,  be 
fuppored  more  immediately  inclined  to  favour  his 
Client,  and  confequently  lefs  indifferent  than  was 
requifite  in  the  Difcharge  of  fuch  a  Commiflion,  as 
to  what  the  Informant  was  about  to  fwear  ? 

Let  Mr.  Fielding's  Relation  of  this  Part  of  the 
Matter  be  candidly  confidered  by  any  unprejudiced 
Reader,  and  will  it  not  be  concluded,  that  the  taking 
Hall  s  Examination  and  her  Inf  ormation  in  Writing, 
was  tranfa&ed  in  one  and  the  fame  Day,  even  only 
on  the  13th  or  14th  *  of  February  ?    Does  this  Clear 

State 

,*  The  Head  of  Hall's  Information  Js  dated  the  13th, 
,  and  the  Coaciufion  the  14th  of  February, 
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State  of  the  Cafe  afford  any  the  leafl  Indication, 
whereby  it  might  be  underftood  that  there  had  been 
any  preceding  Examination,  or  Confeffion  ?  Never- 
thelefs,  to  be  convinced  that  there  was  a  prior  Exa- 
mination, and  (as  it  was  confidently  afferted)  a  very 
full  Confeffion  at  leaft  five  or  fix  Days  before  this 
mentioned  by  our  Author,  you  need  only  refer  to 
mine  of  the  13th  of  laft  Inftant  *  ;  wherein  you 
will  find  this  Circumftance  thoroughly  confirmed  : 
Nay,  it  was  then  deemed  an  Affair  of  fo  much 
Moment,  as  to  be  thought  worthy  of  a  Place  in 
the  Gazetteer  two  Days  fucceffively,  and  was  imme- 
diately annexed  to  their  Mendicant  Cafe  f  before 
taken  Notice  of.  —  Though  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
efteemed  an  uncharitable  Conftru&ion  to  inlinuate 
that  the  Omiffion  of  fo  interefting  an  Occurrence 
was  voluntary,  or  defigned  to  miflead  ;  yet,  does 
it  feem  confonant  to  the  general  Candour  the  wor- 
mipful  Author  profeffes,  and  which  generally  cha- 
racterizes his  Proceedings  ? 

If  then  there  were  two  Examinations,  of  which 
there  appears  to  me  no  Doubt,  it  muft  greatly  di- 
minish the  Weight  of  this  Witnefs's  Teftimony  ; 
for  if  fhe  had  made  a  full  Confeffion  on  the  8th, 
what  Reafon  can  be  aligned  for  thofe  Tears  and 
Trtmors,  or  thofe  Prevarications  and  Contradictions, 
which  Mr.  Fielding  fays,  fhe  betray'd  when  before 
him  on  the  13th  ;  unlefs  we  may  be  permitted  to 
afcribe  them  to  her  Confcioufnefs  of  the  Falftiood  of 
E  what 

*  See  Page  12. 

f  In  thefe  Words :  February  8,  1753.  This  Day  ons' 
fflirtui  Hall  was  taken  into  Cuftody,  and  made  a  full 
ConfJ/jon  of  Che  "Whole  before  the  Worfhipful  Juftice 
Fielding. 
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what  flie  had  before  faid,  and  an  Unwillingncfs, 
by  no  Means  improbable,  to  confirm  that  Faljhood 
by  a  Perjury :  As  to  her  pretended  Fears  of  the 
old  Gypfy  Woman  and  Wells,  they  are  altogether  ridi- 
culous and  unnatural.  Her  ready  Compliance  was 
the  moft  efte&ual  Means  to  put  an  End  to  thofe 
Fears,  feeing,  if  they  were  hanged,  the  Confequence 
(he  might  expeft  of  fuch  Compliance,  it  could  be 
no  longer  in  the  Power  of  either  of  them  to  do  her 
any  Injury. 

Many  Obje&ions  befides  the  above  unavoidably 
arife  from  an  impartial  Confideration  of  thefe  and 
other  Circumftances,  that  clearly  tend  to  call  in 
Qiieftion  the  Equity  of  Hall's  Evidence.    For  In- 
ftance,  What  could  induce  either  the  Juftice  or  the 
Profecutors  to  permit  an  Intervention  of  fo  many 
Days  between  the  Prifoner's  Commitment,  and  the 
reducing  her  Information  into  Writing,  unlefs  it 
was,  that  (he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  fooner,  to 
fwear  to  every  Thing  that  was  required? — Why 
was  the  Gatehoufe,  the  Keeper  of  which  is  Mr.  Salt's 
Brother,  made  Choice  of  for  her  Prifon,  and  with 
this  extraordinary  Injunction,  that  no  Perfon  fhould 
be  permitted  to  fee  her,  without  a  Paflport  from  Mr. 
Salt  ?    Whether  this  Precaution  was  taken  by  the. 
Advice  of  his  Worfhip,  or  the  Dire&ion  of  the  So- 
licitor, I  will  not  take  upon  myfelf  to  determine 
but  this  I  can  affirm,  that  the  Fa6l  is  true  ;  for  Mr 
Martin  and  myfelf  went  there,  as  I  hinted  to  yoi 
fometirne  ago  *  that  I  believed  we  fhould,  and  wer 
refufed  a  Sight  of  her,  but  as  we  accidentally  gc 
one  through  a  Glafs  Door,  where  we  faw  her  drink 
ino-  Tea  with  fome,  who  we  were  told,  were  Friend 
io  Canning    Let  who  will  have  dire&ed  this  Pre 

cedur< 


*  Sec  Page  18. 
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cedure,  It  certainly  cafts  a  Blemifli  upon  the  Good- 
nefs  of  the  Caufe  ;  for  it  may  very  naturally  (how- 
ever unfavourably  it  may  appear)  be  fuggefted,  that 
this  almoft  unprecedented  Vigilance  proceeded  from 
an  Apprehenfion,  not  at  all  groundless,  that  a  Con- 
feffion  avowedly  obtained  with  fo  much  Difficulty, 
might  as  willingly  be  retracted. 

Thefe  may  alfo  ferve  to  explain  the  Reafon  of 
that  Analogy  fo  confpicuous  between  the  Informa- 
tions of  Canning  and  Hall,  upon  which  Mr.  Field- 
ing lays  fo  great  a  Strefs;  and  at  the  fame  Time  may 
in  fome  Meafure  invalidate  the  Weight  of  this 
formidable  Argument.  —  Let  us  fuppofe  an  ignorant 
Proftitute  (for  fuch  a  one  was  Virtue  Flail)  appre- 
hended by  Perfons  clofely  attached  to  the  Intereft  of 
her  Accufer,  by  whom  fhe  was  conduced  to  Lon- 
don ;  there  can  be  but  little  Improbability  in  ima- 
gining, that  in  the  Courfe  of  their  Journey  they 
might  a(k  fome  Queftions  relating  to  the  Fact  of 
which  fhe  was  accufed.  Thefe  Queftions  may  be 
iprefumed  to  have  been  fuch  as  to  them  feemed  mo  ft 
•convenient,  to  draw  from  her  what  might  be  con- 
ducive to  fupport  their  own  Opinion  :  While  flie, 
confcious  of  her  own  Demerits,  and  fenfible  that 
iher  diflblute  Life  rendered  her  at  leaft  liable  to  be 
<fent  to  Bridewell,  might  give  fuch  Anfwers  as  ferved 
to  encourage  a  Belief,  flie  could  not  but  eafily  per- 
ceive was  pleafmg  to  the  Inquifitors ;  and  com- 
mon Experience  fufficiently  proves  that  mod  Men 
'are  readier  to  credit  what  flatters,  than  what  con- 
tradicts their  Wifhes.  —  Thus  fully  perfuaded  they 
•had  brought  their  Prifoner  to  a  Compliance  with 
their  Purpofe,  they  hurry  her  before  the  Juftice, 
and  fend  to  inform  him  that  file  would  confefs  the 
whole  Matter. — Neverthelefs,  when  fhe  came  to 
E  2  the 
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the  Teft,  we  find  her  neither  ready  nor  willing  to 
give  the  Satisfaction  expected  from  her  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  (he  underwent  many  hard  Struggles,  and 
periifted  in  many  flout  Denials,  from  Six  o'Clock  in 
the  Evening  till  Twelve  at  Night,  when,  being 
thoroughly  convinced  that  a  further  Oppofition  might 
expofe  her  to  more  fevere  Treatment  fhe  at  laft 
fubmitted  to  acknowledge  —  zuhatever  was  afked,  or 
defired,  of  her. 

This  material  Point  being  thus  gained,  Hie  was 
put  under  the  GuardianfrSip  of  Mr.  Salt,  who,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  (even  making  a  due  Allowance 
for  his  Refpect  to  Truth,)  had  ftill  an  equal  Regard 
to  his  Client:  Common  Humanity,  a  Companion 
for  the  Girl's  reported  Sufferings,  and  it  is  poflible 
fome  View  to  his  own  Intereft  (for  Contributions 
came  in  apace)  may  be  allowed  fufficient  Incentives 
to  his  Conduct  on  her  Behalf.  —  After  five  Days  be- 
ing in  IVard,  a  Time  long  enough  to  have  recol- 
lected herfelf,  or  been  put  in  Mind  of  what  was 
neceffary  for  her  to  remember,  this  unhappy  Wretch 
is  again  exhibited  before  hisWorfhip;  to  this  Ap- 
pearance before  him,  Mr.  Fielding  feems  only  to  al- 
lude in  his  Pamphlet,  when,  equally  reluctant  to 
confirm,  what  was  predetermined  fhould  be  taken  fan 
Truth,  Lenitives  were  firft  tried,  but  proved  inef- 
fectual :  —  At  length  Corrofives  (happy  is  the  Con- 
stitution of  Great  Britain,  that  does  not  admit  of 
Racks  to  compel  Confeffion)  prevailed.  She  wasil 
threatned  to  be  profecuted  as  a  Felon,  together  with, 
the  Gypfey  Woman and  being  now  convinced  that  ; 
her  Life  would  be  at  the  Difpofal  of  Perfons,  whc  j 
fhe  muft  perceive  were  refolved  to  fupport  their  Opi- ; 
nion  at  any  and  every  Hazard,  ftie  might  think,  anc 
not  very  unnaturally,  the  Prefervation  of  herfelf  o 

fuperio 
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fuperior  Confequence  to  that  of  Squires  or  Wells,  — 
The  Prifoner  and  Solicitor  withdrew  for  about  two 
Hours,  and  then  returned  with  her  Information 
drawn  in  Writing,  which,  being  read  over  to  her, 
(he  could  not,  after  having  yielded  fo  far,  with  any 
Sort  of  Decency  contradict;  and,  therefore,  fwore, 
and  put  her  Mark  to  it.  It  was  a  Misfortune  to 
this  poor  Creature,  that  {he  was  not  endued  with 
Cannings  Obflinacy  or  Fortitude,  elfe,  perhaps,  there 
might  have  been  as  much  Difficulty  to  have  pre- 
vailed on  the  one  to  comply  with  a  Perjury,  as  to 
perfwade  the  other  out  of  her  Virtue. 

But  exclufive  of  the  Manner  in  which  Hall's  In- 
formation was  obtained,  there  appear  fome  Incon- 
fiftencies  even  in  the  Matter  of  it,  that  mud  dero- 
gate from  its  Credibility.  For  Inftance,  Ihe  fays, 
That  "  while  Mary  Squires  was  pufliing  Elizabeth 
"  Canning  towards  the  Stairs,  Sufanna  Wells  came 
u  into  the  Kitchen,  and  afked  Squires,  What  Jhe 

was  going  to  pujh  ihe  Girl  up  Stairs  for  ?  To 
£  which  Squires  anfwered,  What  is  that  to  you  f  You 
w  have  no  Bufinefs  with  it."  —  Is  it  not  fomewh.it 
furprizing,  that  Canning  fhoiild  not  recollect  any 
Part  of  this  Converfation,  which  muft  in  all  Pro- 
bability have  pafled  in  her  Hearing  ?  The  QuefHorl 
'from  Wells  muft  appear  extraordinary,  but  the  An- 
fwer  from  Squires,  who  is  pretended  to  be  only  a 
Lodger,  and  a  new  one,  is  ftill  more  aftonifhing;  ; 
inor  does  it  at  all  correfpond  with  what  fhe  fwore  at 
the  Trial  j  where,  as  I  underftand  her  Depolition,  (lie 
Jfaid  that  Wells  was  in  the  Parlour  during  the  Time 
|of  the  Robbery,  and  continued  there  till  after  Can- 
\ning  was  put  up  into  the  Room.  —  In  this  Informa- 
tion (he  fwears  to  the  Jug  of  Water  being  carried 
lup  about  two  Hours  after  Cannings  being  above ;  at 
E  3  the 
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the  Old  Bailey^  that  it  was  not  'till  three  Hours,  and 
that  it  began  to  be  lightijh  before  this  Water  was  car- 
ried there ;  and  what  is  not  unworthy  of  Notice,  (he 
ipeaks  in  the  former  to  the  Place  where  the  Jug  was 
depofited,  on  the  Floor  of  the  /aid  Work/hop,  at  the 
Top  of  the  Stairs ;  a  Circumftance  fhe  could  have 
no   certain  Knowledge  of,  unlefs  ftie  had  aflifted 
in  carrying  it  up  Stairs ;  which  is  not  pretended.  — 
She  likewife   fays,   that  Fortune   Natus    and  his 
Wife  had  lodged  with  Wells  for  eleven  Weeks,  and 
were  ufed  to  lie  on  a  Bed  of  Hay  fpread  in  the 
Kitchen  ;  it  would  have  been  no  improper  Queftion 
to  have  afked  this  Witnefs,  where  thefe  People  were 
on  the  Night  Canning  was  brought  to  Wells's  ;  for, 
according  to  her  Information,  it  is  clear  they  could 
be  neither  in  the  Kitchen  nor  the  Workfhop ; 
nor  is  her  Account  of  this  Couple's  being  ordered 
to  go  up  into  the  Workftiip  on  the  Evening  of  the 
frfi  of  February »,  that  it  might  be  pretended  they  had 
lain  in  the  faid  Workfoip  for  all  the  Time  they  had 
lodged  at  Wells's,  more  reconcileable  to  a  common 
Underftanding  ;  this  Contrivance  being  executed  too 
late  to  be  of  any  Ufe,  as  Wells  and  Squires  were  in  the 
Morning  of  the  fame  Day  committed  to  Prifon. 

Thefe  Inconfiflencies  were  too  obvious  to  be 
eafily  overlooked.  It  is  poffible  a  more  critical  Reader 
may  find  further  Caufe  to  fufpecT:  of  this  Woman's 
Evidence;  but,  if  to  only  thefe  are  joined  her 
frequent  Disagreements  with  Canning  in  her  Depo* 
fition  at  the  Old  Bailey  *,  can  it  be  efteemed  an  un- 
juft  Caufe  of  Exception  to  the  Credit  of  a  Tefti-  | 
mony  conftfledly  obtained  in  a  very  extraordinary 

Manner?  Moreover,  as  it  is  not  extremely 

cuftoinary 
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cuftomary  for  perfect  Strangers  to  one  another,  to 
unite  in  fo  deliberate  a  Scheme  of  Wickednefe, 
Hairs  total  Unacquaintance  witl\  the  Gipfy's  Son's 
fuppofed  Companion  in  this  Robbery  ;  her  entire 
Ignorance  of  the  Bed-Gown  and  Ha  yidker  chief,  which 
Canning  inlifted  ftie  found  in  Wells*  Workfhop  *  ; 
together  with  her  grofdy  miftaking  even  the  Names 
of  the  Perfons  fhe  accufed  (for  John  and  Katherine  \ 
are  not  very  confonant  to  George  and  Luey\  and  it 
is  fomewhat  more  likely  that  they  fhould  be  called 
by  thefe  laft  familiar  Appellatives,  which  really 
appertained  to  them,  than  by  thofe  of  Mafter  or 
Mifs)  are  fhrewd  Implications,  that  her  Knowledge 
did  not  extend  to  any  Thing  beyond  what  fhe  had 
been  taught  or  influenced  to  fay,  and  may  the  re- 
fore be  confidered  as  an  additional  Confirmation  of 
the  foregoing  Objections. 

Neverthelefs,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  there  is  w 
jnanifeft  Jgreement  in  many  Particulars  between  the 
Evidence  of  Canning  and  Hall,  more  efpccially  in 
their  written  Informations,  to  which,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed, Mr.  Fielding  chiefly  refers,  When  he  in- 
fifts,  that,  upon  fuch  an  Agreement,  this,  or  any 
other  Caufe,  may  Jafely  be  re/led  %  For  it  mighti 
perhaps,  be  thought  an  almoft  incxcufable  Relic clion 
upon  our  Author's  univerfally  acknowledged  Sagacity 
and  Candour,  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  ever  heard 
of  their  verbal  Dcpofitions  when  he  undertook 
the  Defence  of  this  Affair  to  the  Publick ;  and 
yet  maturely  confidering  pnly  the  feveral  Ciltum- 
ftanccs  before  taken  Notice  of,  as  to  the  Time, 
Place,  and  Perfon  employed  in  taking  thefe  Infor- 
mations, their  Concordance  may,  without  much 
E  4  Difficulty, 
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Difficulty,  be  accounted  for;  nay,  to  a  perfectly 
neutral  Reader,  it  might,  perhaps,  have  appeared 
more  ftrange,  had  they  not  coincided,  than  that 

they  did. 

However,  let  me  afk,  whether  the  refpective 
Tellimonies  of  thefe  two  Girls  do  not  appear  in 
themfelves  evidently  vague,  prevaricating,  and  con- 
tradictory ?  Whether  they  are  fuch  as  you  would 
think  a  fufficient  Foundation  for  your  Belief  of 
any  Fact  ?  And  whether  they  are  not  by  far  too 
mconfiderable  to  fupport  a  Story,  its  ingenious  Ad- 
vocate calls  Jirange^  unaccountable ,  and  fcarce  cre- 
dible *,  and  which  he  admits  to  refemble  rather  a 
Dream  than  a  Reality  f  ?  What  Advantage  then 
can  be  derived  to  this  Caufe  from  the  feeming 
Congruity  of  thefe  Teftimonies,  which,  feparately 
taken*  can  make  no  Pretenfions  to  Credit?  It  may 
be  owing  to  my  Want  of  Perfpicacity,  but  I  confefs 
myfelf  unable  to  deduce  any  explanatory  or  con- 
evincing  Conclufion  in  Favour  of  this  Myftery 
from  this  Congruity,  except  that  it  may  be  admitted 
to  evince  the  Dexterity  of  the  Gentleman  that 
drew  the  Informations. 

There  alfo  appeared  before  the  Juftice  another 
Witnefs,  who  having  lefs  to  fear,  was  lefs  flexible 
than  Virtue  Hall:  This  was  'Judith  Natus  J,  whom 
his  Worfhip  apprehends  to  belong  to  the  Gipfies. 
From  what  Motives  this  Apprehenfion  arofe  we  are 
not  told  ;  it  is  certain  her  Looks  did  not  countenance 
fuch  an  Opinion,  nor  had  {he  in  Reality  any  Con- 
nection with  theim,  fhe  being  the  Wife  of  a  very 

frond] 
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%  Th'te  Woman  in  Hall's  Information  is  called  Sat ab\ 
Natu.  ;  For  more  ©f  her  fee  above,  p.  37. 
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honeft  Labourer  — *  This  Woman,  upon  her 
Examination,  fteadfaftly  and  pofitively  afTerted,  and 
freely  confirmed  that  Affertion  upon  Oath,  that 
44  /he  and  her  Hufband  lay  in  the  lame  Room 
44  where  Elizabeth  Canning  pretended  to  have  been 
44  confined  during  the  whole  Time  of  her  pretended 
44  Confinement,  and  declared  that  (he  had  never 
44  feen  nor  heard  of  any  fuch  Perfon  as  Elizabeth 
44  Canning  in  TVeltis  Houfe  ;  upon  which  Virtue 
44  Hal^  of  her  own  Accord^  affirmed,  as  (he  doth 
44  in  her  Information  in  Writings  that  thefe  two 
44  Perfons  were  introduced  into  that  Room^  to  lie 
44  there,  by  Mother  PVelh,  to  give  a  Colour  to 
4{  the  Defence  which  Welh  was  to  make,  and 
44  which  thefe  People,   in  the  PrekncQ  of  Virtue 

44  Hal^  had  agreed  to  (wear  to."    The  Ab- 

furdity  of  this  Suggeftion  from  Hall  has  been  air- 
ready  fpoken  of  * ;  yet  this,  or  fomething  elfe, 
prevailed  fo  far,  that  Mr.  Fielding  thought  the 
.Woman  guilty  of  Perjury  \  but  to  judge  from 
whence,  or  for  what  Reafons,  would  confound  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Wife.  Nor  is  it  much  eaiier  to 
determine  what  particular  Criterion  of  Truth 
Mr.  Fielding  may  have  eflablifhed  to  regulate  his 
own  Faith,  otherwife  furely  the  uncenftrained 
Evidence  of  an  unimpeached  Witnefs  would  have 
teen  entitled  to  more  Regard  than  the  hardly-ex- 
torted Oath  of  one  whom  only  the  Dread  of  a 
Profecution  that  might  affeft  her  Life>  could  prevail 
upon  to  fwear.to  the  Purport  of  what  fhe  did. 

Before  I  quit  this  truly  remarkable  Production, 
I  cannot  omit  taking  Notice  of  the  extravagant- 
Warmth  which,   even  from  the  Beginning,  ap- 
pears 
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pears  to  have  actuated  thofe  who  had  engaged  in 
Favour  of  this  Profecution.  Not  content  with  the 
Sacrifices  they  had  already  obtained,  they  ftill 
wanted  more  ;  they  were  M  defirous  that  the  above- 
"  mentioned  'Judith  Nat  us  fhould  alfo  be  committed 
"  for  Perjury  till  they  were  told  that  "  fuch  a 
"  Proceeding  would  be  contrary  to  Law  \  for  that 
tc  there  was  as  much  Reafon  to  commit  Virtue 
ff  Hall  upon  the  Evidence  of  Judith  Natus 
To  this  laft  Argument  they  fubmitted  ;  becaufe  to 
have  brought  Hall's  Teftimony  into  Sufpicion  was 
contrary  to  their  Inclination,  and  would  have  de- 
feated their  Intention.   This  Spirit  of  Perfe- 
ction was  in  nothing  more  evident  than  in  their 
Advertifements  and  Paragraphs  inferted  in  the 
publick  Papers  relating  to  this  Affair ;  you  will 
iind  a  very  extraordinary  one  f  about  two  Days 

after 
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■f  Gazetteer  9  February  16,  1 75  3.  —  Yefterday  the 
notorious  Mother  Wells,  and  Mary  Squires an  old 
Gipfy-woman,  were  examined  before  the  Worfhipful 
Jufiice  Fielding,  concerning  the  Robbery,  and  uncommon, 

cruel,  and  inhuman  Uf&ge  of  Elizabeth  Cawing,  and 
were  both  committed  to  Newgate.  They  floutly  denied  th$ 
having  any  Knowledge  of  that  unhappy  Girl,  notwith- 
standing the  poJiti<ve  and  clear  Evidence  of  Elizabeth  Can- 
ning and  Virtue  Hall.  There  were  feveral  Perfons  of  Dif- 
sinclion  at  the  Examination.;  and  a  certain  Gentleman 
prefent  took  an  exact  Drawing  of  the  Phyfiognomy  of  this 
infamous  Gipfy,  with  a  Copper-plate  Print  of  which  we 
are  informed  the  Publick  will  be  foon  obliged.  Mother 
Wells  expreffed  herfelf  with  all  the  Art  and  offered  Inno- 
cence of  thofe  wicked  Wi etches,  who  are  deliberately  and 
'methodically  taught  the  Methods  of  evading  Juftice  ;  and 
the  old  Gipfy  behaved  as  a  Perfon  traditionally  and  here* 
di tartly  veried  in  the  antient  Egyptian  Cunning,  making 


[  «3  ] 

after  Hall's  latter  Examination ;  and  the  Effect  of 
thefe  inflammatory  Publications  was,  that,  in  the 
Minds  of  the  Generality  of  the  People,  the  Prifoners, 
Squires  and  Wells ,  were  actually  condemned  before 
they  were  brought  to  Trial. 

The  Change  you  may  perceive  in  my  Senti- 
ments of  this  Matter,  may,  as  I  before  faid  *,  be 
attributed  principally  to  Mr.  Fielding,  Have  I 
not  Reafon  to  think  otherwife  than  I  did  before, 
when  fo  learned  an  Advocate,  with  all  his  Sophiftry, 
could  make  no  better  Defence  for  it  ?  However, 
though  this  Pamphlet  has  had  fo  contrary  an  Effe£t 
upon  me,  it  has  anfwered  fome  other  ufeful  Pur- 
pofes  :  Many  Apoftates  have  hereby  been  reclaimed, 
and  Contributions,  which  began  to  droop,  are  plen- 
tifully revived.  Where  his  Arguments  could  not  pre- 
vail, it  might  be  believed  his  Proteftation  would ; 
for  this  Gentleman's  Abilities  and  Integrity  are 
juftly  fo  well  eftablifhed  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Majority  of  the  Publick,  that  few  will  venture  to 
contradict  his  Belief,  efpecially  as  he  "  appeals  in 
ff  the  moft  fciemn  Manner  to  the  Almighty  for 
<€  the  Truth  of  what  he  aflerts."  That  he  is  at 
the  Time  of  his  writing,  on  the  15th  Day  of 

March* 

the  moft  religious  Protections  of  her  Innocence; 
though  fhe  was  afterwards  heard  to  fay,  Damn  the  young 
Bitch!  It  is  not  in  the  leaft  doubted,  but  this  Affair 
will  be  traced  to  the  very  Jloot,  and  many  fecret 
Works  of  Darknefs  brought  to  Light,  greatly  to  the 
Honour  of  thofe  publick -fpiriied  and  humane  Gentlemen , 
who  have  fupported  the  Caufe  of  a  poor,  injured, 
innocent  Girl,  and  done  fuch  fmgular  Service  to  their 
Country  by  their  Endeavours  to  eradicate  a  Gang  of 
dtfperate  and  cruel  Villains,  of  the  great  eft  Danger  to  a.- 
civilized  Nation* 
*  47* 
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March)  1753,  c<  as  firmly  perfuaded  as  he  is  of 
"  any  Fa£t  in  this  World,  the  Truth  of  which 
tc  depends  folely  on  the  Evidence  of  others,  that 
6i  Mary  Squires^  the  Gipfy  Woman,  is  guilty 
c<  of  the  Robbery  and  Cruelty  of  which  fhe  ftands 
"  convicted;  that  the  alibi  Defence  is  not  only  a 
"  falfe  one,  but  a  Falfhood  very  eafy  to  be  pracStifed 
"  on  all  Occafions,  where  there  are  Gangs  of 
"  People,  as  Gipfies,  &c.  that  very  foul  and  un- 
u  Pifltfiable  Practices  have  been  ufed  in  this  whole 
"  Affair  fince  the  Trial  ;  and  that  Elizabeth  Can- 
<c  ning  is  a  poor,  honeft,  innocent,  fimple  Girl, 
Ci  and  the  moft  unhappy,  and  mod  injured  of  all 
*  human  Beings  f Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
many  fhould  be  perfuaded  by  this  awful  Declara- 
tion ?  From  the  high  Refpedi  I  have  ever  enter- 
tain'd  of  Mr.  Fielding 's  Sincerity,  it  is  very  pofiible 
I  fhould  have  been  one  of  the  many,  had  I  not 
•as  ftrong  Motives  to  induce  me  to  believe  the 
alibi  Defence  really  true^  as  he  could  have  to  think 
it  falfe.  My  Evidence  is  a  Letter  from  a  very 
worthy  Clergyman,  (whofe  Character  ftands  as  fair 
in  the  Eye  of  the  World,  and  whofe  Veracity  is 
as  inconteflible  as  his  Worfhip's)  to  an  Acquain- 
tance of  mine  in  Town.  I  have  enclofed  a  Copy 
of  this  Letter,  the  W riter  of  which  is  the  Reve- 
rend Mr.  Harris^  Vicar  of  Abbotfbury. 

*  Clear  State,  pag,  58. 
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<c  To  Mr.  John  Evans,  in  Pall-mall,  very 
€C  near  the  Haymarket,  London. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  yOU  may  allure  all  the  World,  that  Mel- 
|L  44  chezidech  Arnold  and  John  Ford  *  (both 
4C  born  and  bred  in  Abbot/bury,  and  well 
"  known  to  me  for  thefe  twelve  Years)  who  are 
"  the  People  you  lately  faw  at  Mr.  Cooling's  f9 
45  were  fent  up  to  London  by  me  to  fee  if  they 
44  could  prove  the  Identity  of  Mary  Squires ;  who* 
44  as  foon  as  they  faw  her  in  Newgate,  knew  her 
44  to  be  the  very  fame  Woman  that  was  at  Ab- 
4<  bot/bury  from  the  firjl  to  the  ninth  of  January 
44  laft,  and  both  fwear  {he  was  the  fame  Woman 
44  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  You  may  like- 
44  wife  ajfure  the  World  from  me,  that  there  is  no 
4C  Sort  of  Doubt  to  be  made,  that  Mary  Squires  was 
"  really  at  Abbot/bury  the  firft  nine  Days  of  laft 
44  January:  For  as  flie  is  a  moft  remarkable 
<c  Woman,  and  has  often  been  here,  in  a  Courfe 
44  of  almott  forty  Tears,  fhe  is  perfe&ly  well  known 
<4  to  many  People  of  this  Parifh.  And  as  her  laft 
4C  coming  hither  was  at  a  public k  Time,  and  her 
44  Abode  was  at  the  moji  publick  Hou/e  in  the  Town, 
"  and  as  there  was  Dancing  at  the  Ship,  (the 
44  Houfe  where  fhe  was)  almoft  every  Night  during 
44  her  Stay  here,  her  Son  and  Daughter  (as  they 
M  are  called)  conftantly  dancing  with  the  People 

44  of 

*  Thefe  are  the  Perfons  mentioned  before  to  have 
been  fent  from  Abb-it/bury  to  afcertaiu  the  Identity  of 
Mary  Squires,  the  old  Gipfy. 

f  At  the  White  Hor/e,  in  the  Haymai  ket% 
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cc  of  the  Place,  and  (he  herfelf  fitting  fome  of  the 
c<  Evenings  in  the  Room  where  the  Da  cing  was, 
<c  and  of  Day-times  in  the  publick  Kitchen,  her 
u  being  here  could  be  proved,  I  dare  fay,  by  above 
<c  an  Hundred  People,  —  There  is  an  Authentick 
44  Account  of  this  Affair  rjublifhirig  by  Authori- 
<c  ty  f,  which  will  in  a  little  Time  fatisfy  every 
<c  Body,  I  thank  you  lor  your  Kindnefs  to  my 
*'  Neighbour.  Pray  remember  me  kindly  to  my 
**  Friend  Cooling.  I  am  forry  1  have  no  Frank. 
<c  Could  you  get  one  a  few  ?  Mrs.  Harris  joins  in 
46  Compliments  to  yourfelf,  Mrs.  Evans^  and  your 
46  Son,  with, 


44  Dear  5/V, 

u  Tour  affeftionate  humble  Servant^ 


Ablotjbury, 
March  2$,  1753. 


4CJas.  Harris." 


Can  it  be  pretended,  that  Mr.  Harris,  or  the 
jtbbotjbury  People,  who  muft  be  difinterefted  Wit- 
nefles,  have  not  as  good  a  Title  to  Credit  as 
Virtue  Hall,  ox  Elizabeth  Canning,  who  are  evidently 
interefted,  or  even  as  Mr.  Fielding  himfelf  r  To- 
me it  appears  they  have  a  much  better;  and  'till 
equally  fubftantial  Proof  is  brought  of  the  old  Wo- 
man's 

-J-  When  this  Letter  was  wrote,  it  was  expe£fced  the 
Lord  Mayor  would  have  fpeedily  publiihed  the  Tefti- 
monies  he  had  before  him  of  the  Qipfy's  being  at 
Ahkstlbiirw 
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man's  being  at  Endfleld  Wafh,  as  feems  to  have  been 
obtained  from  Abbot/bury,  I  muft  be  permitted  to  be- 
lieve the  Girl  miftaken  as  to  the  Perfon  of  her  al- 
ledged  Perfecutor.  —  The  Subject  will  afford  many 
more  Obfervations,  but,  believe  me,  I  am  tired  of  it ; 
wherefore  muft  beg  a  Refpite  for  the  prefent,  and 
give  me  leave  to  conclude,  as  ufual,  with  my  Com- 
pliments to  your  Family,  and  that  I  am, 

London,  April  3, 

1753.  Yours  Jincerely* 

*  *  # 

P.  S.  With  this  you  will  receive  Dr.  Hlll\ 
promifed  Pamphlet,  which,  if  it  does  not  greatly  in- 
form, will,  from  its  Vivacity,  at  leaft,  divert  you. 


LETTER  VIII. 

E  CAUSE  of  my  late  Silence  in  Regard  to 
Canning,  you  are  pleafed,  Sir,  to  afk  whether 
you  are  to  have  no  more  News  of  her.  My 
Negligence  on  this  Subject  has  not  been  owing  fo 
much  to  any  Want  of  Matter,  as  to  the  Nature 
of  what  I  had  to  communicate,  which  I  believed  could 
not  be  lefs  difagreeable  to  you  than  it  has  been  to 
me.  I  never  was  fond  of  being  deemed  a  Retailer 
of  Scandal,  which,  from  the  Time  of  the  Abbotjlury 
Difcoveries,  and  Virtue  Hall's  Recantation,  has  been 
very  liberally,  and  indeed  very  fliamefully,  difperfed 
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by  the  Friends  of  the  Girl  againft  every  one  who 
prefumes  to  entertain  the  leaft  Doubt  of  her  Veracity 
and  Innocence,  or  that  ventures  to  (hew  any  Sore  of 
Tendernefs  or  Companion  for  the  Convicts.  The 
Lord-mayor's  Activity  and  declared  Refolution  to 
fpare  no  Fains  to  come  at  The  Truth  of  this  myfte- 
rious  Affair,  has  rendered  him  the  more  immediate 
Objeft  of  their  Refentment  and  Invectives.  Of  this 
they  gave  a  Specimen  fometime  ago*,  but  no w  their 
Malice  and  Vehemence  defpife  not  Only  Decency 
but  Truth;  they  have  dared,  Clocking  it  is  to 
think  of,  and  forry  I  am  to  fay  it,  they  have  dared 
even  to  call  him  a  Murderer  ;  all  the  People  at  Ab- 
botfbury,  including  even  the  Vicar,  are  termed  Thieves, 
Smugglers,  and  Plunderers  of  Ship-wrecks,  and  who- 
ever fpeak  in  their  Behalf  are  faid  to  be  no  better  than 
Upholders  and  Abettors  of  fuch  Offenders.  In  fhort, 
to  fuch  a  Height  is  their  Fury  grown,  that  it  may 
be  reafonably  thought  they  would  efteem  it  lefs  cul- 
pable to  talk  in  favour  of  the  Pretender  than  the 
Gypfy,  or  to  defame  even  Majefty,  than  to  fuppofe 
Canning  capable  of  Deceit.  But  do  thefe  violent 
Meafures  either  evidence  their  Candour,  or  ferve 
their  Caufe  ?  Do  they  not  on  the  contrary  rather 
tend  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  latter?  For  with  the 
difcerning,  intemperate  Heats  are  gene  tly  allowed 
rather  to  give  Room  for  Sufpicion,  than  furnifh 
Means  for  Conviction. 

But  to  be  more  particular.  Soon  after  t;  e  above- 
mentioned  Difcoveries  were  made,  Mr.  Salt,  who 
had  hitherto  directed  their  Proceedings,  either  de- 
clined, or  was  difmiffed,  from  the  Adminiftratipu  | 
and  the  Conduct  of  Affairs  was  put  into  the  Hands 
of  one  Mr.  John  Miles,  who  we  accordingly  find  ad- 

vertifing 

*  See  above,  Page  jj. 
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rertifing  publickly  for  Witnefles  *  in  fupport  of 
banning  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  exhibiting  his  Abi- 
ities  and  Knowledge  of  the  Law  in  a  very  extraor- 
dinary Paragraph  f  i  which  may  alfo  be  confidered 

as 

*  Gazetteer,  April  3,  1753.  —  Whereas  there  are 
various  fcandalous  and  malicious  Falfhoods  raifed  and 
reported  of  Elizabeth  Canning  by  feveral  Perfons,  par- 
:icularly  by  Mr.  Hill  and  his  JJ/bdates  (for  whom  this 
s  done,  or  to  anfwer  what  Purpofe,  it  is  not  eafy  for 
Perfons,  Strangers  to  the  fecret  Springs  of  their  Hearts, 
to  guefs  at)  thereby  impofing  on  the  Publick,  and  to 
the  great  Injury  of  Canning-,  1  do  hereby  take  upon  me 
to  declare,  that  feveral  Perfons,  for  the  Sake  of  Jullice 
only,  are  daily  informing  me  of  feveral  material  Cir- 
Jcumftances,  (till  corroborating  her  unhappy  Cafe,  and 
proving  her  Innocence,  in  Spite  of  her  Enemies.  And 
as  it  is  apprehended  there  are  Numbers  of  other  Perfons 
that  have  not  yet  been  heard  of  by  Canning,  or  her 
(Friends,  who  know  of  Matters  material  and  relative  to 
her  Cafe,  the  Favour  will  be  greatly  acknowledged,  if 
ljucb  Per/bus  will  give  Information  thereof  to 

JOHN  MYLES, 
Attorney,  in  Birchin-lane. 

\  Gazetter,  April  3,  1753.  Our  Law  /peaks  thus 

°f  Gypfies.  Egyptians  (Egyptian!)  commonly  called 

Gvpjies,  are,  by  our  Laws  and  Statues,  a  counterfeit 
j  Kind  of  Rogues,  who,  difguifmg  themfelves  in  ftrangc 
Habits,  fmearing  their  Faces  and  Bodies,  and  framing 
to  themfelves  a  canting  unknown  Language,  wander  up 
and  down,  under  Pretence  of  telling  Fortunes,  curing 
Difeafes,  and  fuch  like,  abufe  the^gnorant  common  Peo- 
ple, by  Healing  and  pilfering  every  Thing  from  them, 
that  is  not  too  heavy  for  their  Carnage,  and  which  they 

may 
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as  an  Inftance  of  his  Courage,  feeing  k  is  not  very 
common*  nor  was  it  very  neceffary  to  make  ufe  of  fuch 

Means 

may  go  off  with  undifcovered  :  There  are  feveral  Sta- 
tutes for  fupprefiing  thofe  Impoftors,  viz. 

i.  Stat.  2zd,  H.  8.  Cap.  10.  Se&.  2.  Outlandifh 
People,  calling  themfelves  Egyptians,  ufing  no  Craft  nor 
Feat  of  Merchandize,  and  going  from  Place  to  Flace, 
in  Companies,  deceiving  the  People,  bearing  them  in 
Hand,  that  they  by  Palmeftry  can  tell  Fortunes,  and 
committing  Felonies  and  Robberies,  mail  not  be  furTered 
to  come  within  this  Realm;  and,  if  they  do,  they  mail 
forfeit  to  the  King  all  their  Goods,  and  be  commanded 
to  avoid  the  Realm  within  fifteen  Days,  upon  Pain  of 
Imprifonment ;  and  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  every  Sheriff, 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  Efcheator,  to  feize  to  the  Ufe 
of  the  King  all  fuch  Goods  as  they  fhall  have,  and 
thereof  to  make  Account  in  the  Exchequer. 

Seel.  4.  If  any  Juftice  of  Peace,  Sheriff,  or  Efchea- 
tor, feize  the  Goods  of  any  fuch  Egyptian,  every  fuch, 
Juftice,  &c.  fhall  have  to  his  own  Ufe  the  Moiety  of  all 
fuch  Goods, 

Stat,  1  and  2,  Philip  and  Mary,  Cap.  4.  Sect.  2.  If 
any  Perfon  willing  to  bring  into  this  Realm  any  fuch 
Perfons  calling  themfelves,  or  commonly  called  Egyptians, 
he  fhall  forfeit  40/. 

Sect.  3  If  any  of  the  faid  Perfons  called  Egyptians, 
which  fhall  be  conveyed  into  this  Realm,  remain  within 
the  fame  one  Month,  they  fhall  be  deemed  Felons,  and 
fuffer  Death,  Lofs  of  Lands  and  Goods,  as  in  Cafes  of 
Felony,  and  fhall  loie  the  Benefit  of  the  Clergy. 

Seel.  6.  If  any  Perfon  fhall  fue  for  any  Paffports  for 
Egyptians  to  abide  within  this  Realm  contrary  to  this  Act, 
every  Perfon  fo  fuing  fhall  forfeit  4a/.  and  every  fuch 
Licence  fhall  be  void, 

Stat.  5.  Eliz.  Cap.  20.  Sect.  3.  Every  Perfon  which 
fhall  be  feen  in  any  Company  of  Vagabonds,  com- 
monly 
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Means  to  put  the  Judges  in  mind  of  their  Duty.  — 
The  Advertifement  appears  to  have  fucceeded  to 
their  warmeft  Wifties  -y  for  we  are  pofitively  affured, 
"  That  near  a  hundred  Affidavits  have  been  pro- 
U  cured,  many  of  them  by  Men  of  great  Reputa~ 
"  tion  and  Fortune^  that  the  Gypfey  was  at  Endfield- 
"  Wajh)  or  thereabouts,  from  the  latter  End  of  De+ 
"  cembery  to  the  25th  of  January*?*  If  this  Report 
is  true,  what  an  extenfive  Field  of  Perjury  is  here 
laid  open  !  It  has  often  occurred  to  me,  whether 
juftly  or  no,  you  are  a  better  Judge,  that  the  tak- 
ing thefe  extrajudicial  Depofitions,  contributes  not 
5  a  little 


xnonly  called,  or  calling  themfelves  Egyptians,  or  dif- 
guifing  themfelves  by  their  Apparel,  Speech,  or  Beha- 
viour, like  fuch  Vagabonds,  and  fo  (kail  continue  ia 
the  fame,  either  at  one  Time,  or  at  feveral  Times,  by 
the  Space  of  one  Month,  the  fame  Perfon  (hall  be  a  Felon, 
and  (hall  fufFer  Death,  Lofs  of  Lands  and  Goods,  as 
in  Cafes  of  Felony,  and  mail  lofe  the  Benefit  of  the 

Clergy.  

Look  to  it  Efp&ufers  and  Upholders  of  Gypfies,  Fortune- 
tellers, Impojiors,  Bawds,  Whores,  Ihieves,  Robbers,  Smug- 
glers, Murderers,  and  Plunderers  at  Ship-wrecks,  if  you 
credit  thofe  the  World  will  queflion  yours  ;  take  Heed 
how  you  get  too  deep,  and  be  but  too  juftly  ftigmatized 
with  thofe  Appellations.  Remember  your  Honour,  Credit, 
and  Reputation  are  at  Stake  ;  if  you  feed  yourfelves 
with  Fancies  that  Might  mail  overcome  Right,  depend 
on  it  'twill  not  be  fo  here.  This  is  a  Nation  (and  happy 
for  it)  where  there  are  juft,  good,  and  <wbo!?fome  Laws, 
let  who  will  arraign  them,  in  no  Part  of  the  World  be- 
fides  to  be  met  with,  where  our  Judges  are  not  afraid  of 
doing  Jufiice,  and,  if  they  dont,  there  are  Council  and 
Layers  who  dare  tell  them  of  it. 


*  Publick  Advertifer,  April  23,  I-75J- 
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a  little  to  encourage  an  OfFence  fo  dangerous  to  So- 
ciety :  —  For,  if  an  ignorant  Man  (though  naturally 
honeft)  is  examined  by  an  artful  Attorney,  who  is 
interefted  in  favour  of  one  Side,  there  will  be  no 
great  Difficulty  to  pervert  his  Meaning  to  any  Pur- 
pofe  the  Examiner  fliall  think  fit,  whereby  the  De- 
ponent (hall  be  induced  to  fwear  much  beyond,  nay, 
even  contrary  to  his  Intention  ;  and  then  his  own 
Depofitions  hanging  in  Terrorem  over  his  Head,  may 
in  fome  Meafure  oblige  him  to  make  his  future  Tes- 
timony before  a  Court  of  Judicature,  agree  with 
what  he  had  been  before  furprized  into  fwearing  to. 
—-This  Obje£lion  is  equally  applicable  to  both  Par- 
ties ;  yet  I  would  not  infer  from  hence,  that  fuch 
Practices  have  been  made  ufe  of  by  either.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  whoever  reflects  upon  the  Meafures  employed  to 
obtain  Virtue  Hall' %  Information,  may  poffibly  think 
himfelf  more  excufable  in  refufing  to  repofe  an  im- 
plicit Confidence  in  thefe  hundred  Affidavits. 

By  the  fame  Channel  *  we  have  another  Piece  of 
curious  Intelligence,  which  is,  That  "  feveral  Per- 
"  fons  well  armed^  with  three  Pojl-Chaifes^  were 
"  gone  down  to  Abbotfbury  and  Coombe^  to  bring  up 
<c  the  three  Men  who  fwore  at  the  Trial  of  the 
<c  Gypfey,  they  being  to  be  tried  for  wilful  and 
**  corrupt  Perjury"  —  As  no  one  Incident  has  oc- 
curred in  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  remarkable  Af- 
fair, more  worthy  of  being  particularly  diftinguifhed 
than  this  extraordinary  Tranfaclion5  I  fhall  endea- 
vour to  lay  before  you  a  minute  Detail  of  it.  —  You 
may  remember  that  in  a  Former,  I  intimated  to  you 
Canning's  having  given  in  Bail  to  a  Warrant  that  had 
been  iffued  for  apprehending  her  f,  to  anfwer  to  an 

Accufa- 

*  Pub  It k  Advertifer,  April  23,  1753. 
\  See  above,  Page  4$, 
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Accufation  againft  her  for  Perjury.  To  obviate  this 
Profecirtion,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  commence 
another  againft  the  three  Countrymen.  To  this  Pur- 
pofe,  Mr.  Miles  having  obtained  a  Warrant  from 
a  worthy  Alderman  of  this  City  to  apprehend  Gib- 
bons, Clark,  and  Greville  *,  officioufly  undertook  to 
attend  the  Execution  of  it  himfelf,  and,  therefore, 
with  other  Friends  of  Canning,  fet  out,  on  Friday 
the  20th  of  laft  Month,  for  Jbbotsbury.    Upon  their 
Arrival  there,  Gibbons  and  Clark  were  immediately 
fecured  by  them,  but  without  calling  for  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  any  proper  Officer.    Being  afked  by  what 
Authority  they  took  thefe  Men  into  Cuftody,  the  Re- 
ply was  from  Mr.  Miles,  that  he  was  one  of  his 
Majejiys  MeJJengers,  and  that  they  were  to  be  exa- 
mined the  next  Night  before  the  King  and  Council. 
From  hence  the  Prisoners  were  conveyed  to  Dorchef- 
ter,  where  they  were  carried  before  two  Juftices  of 
the  Peace,  and  though  very  fufficient  Bail  was  of- 
ferred  for  their  Appearance,  either  Mr.  Miles's  Cir- 
cumfpe&ion,  or  fome  Irregularity  in  the  Form  of 
the  Warrant,  prevented  its  being  accepted.  Gibbons 
was,  indeed,  difcharged,  there  being  an  Error  as  to 
his  Chriftian  Name  ;  but  Clark  was  fafely  conveyed 
to  London,  having  fometimes  one,  and  fometimes 
another  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  as  a  Companion  and 
Guard  during  their  Journey  ;  in  the  Courfe  of  which 
Variety  of  Practices  were  tried  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
retracl:  his  former  Teftimony,  and  to  perfuade  him 
to  fay  that  the  Gypfey,  who  lay  under  Sentence  of 
Death,  was  not  the  fame  IVoman  be  knew  at  Abbot f- 
bury;  at  the  fame  Time  affuring  him,  That  his 
Compliance  fhould  not  hurt  him,  and  that  he  might 
do  it  very  fafely,  feeing  there  were  two  Si/iers  fo 

much 

f  For  thefe  People  fee  above,  Page  29,  30. 
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much  refemhling  each  other^  that  they  could  not  be 
dijlinguijhed :  Neverthelefs,  Clark  continued  inflexi- 
ble ;  he  was  neither  to  be  frightened  nor  wheedled 
to  deviate  from  what  he  was  very  thoroughly  fatis- 
fied  to  be  true.  When  they  came  to  Town,  as  Mr, 
Miles  had  in  the  Country  perfonated  a  King's  Mef- 
fenger,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  appropriate  his  own 
Houfe  to  the  Confinement  of  the  Prifoner ;  whether 
this  was  done  out  of  Tendernefs  to  him,  or  for  the 
Convenience  of  Extorting  from  him  what  they  fo  ear- 
neftly  wanted,  is  not  quite  determined  :  However,  it  is 
certain  there  he  was  detained  from  Saturday  Night  till 
TTuefday  Morning,  and  looked  after  with  as  much  Vi- 
gilance, as  if  his  Crime  had  been  againft  the  State, 
without  being  permitted  the  Ufe  of  Pen  or  Paper  to 
write  to  a  Friend  :  Though  during  his  Refidence  in 
Mr.  Miles' $  Houfe,  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  be 
vifited  by  feveral  of  Cannings  profefled  Adherents, 
who  were  continually  perplexing  him  with  enfnaring 
Queftions,  and  fornetimes  treating  him  with  Ill-man- 
ners. —  On  the  Tnefday  Morning  he  was  taken  before 
Sir  Robert  Ladbroke^  who  admitted  him  to  Bail,  two 
Gentlemen  of  this  City,  both  of  large  Fortunes  and 
unblemifhed  Characters,  though  perfect  Strangers  to 
the  Man,  readily  entering  into  Security  for  his  Ap 
pearance.  Gibbons  and  Greville  foon  after  volunta 
rily  came  to  London^  and  declared  themfelves  willing 
to  anfwer  to  any  Charge  that  might  be  brought 
againft  them.  Bills  of  Indictment  for  Perjury  were 
accordingly  preferred  againft  them  at  the  enfuin 
Seffions. 

The  above  you  may  rely  on  to  be  a  true,  and  n 
more  than  a  true  Account  of  thefe  Proceedings.  Ar 
they  not  arbitrary  and  irregular  ?    Do  they  refle 
any  additional  Credit  to  their  Caufe  ^  or  have  they 

an) 
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any  Tendency  to  illuftrate  Cannings  Innocence  ?  Was 
this  Profecution  commenced  merely  for  the  Sake 
of  Juftice,  or  to  prevent  the  Teftimonies  of  thefe 
three  fteady  Witneffes  from  appearing  in  Court 
againft  the  Girl  ?  It  is  to  feared  the  more  thinking 
Part  of  Mankind  will  determine  for  the  latter  Opi- 
nion, efpecially  as  what  makes  their  indi&ing  Gre- 
ville  ftill  more  unaccountable,  is,  that,  not  long  be- 
fore, Mr.  Miles  wrote  to  Mr.  Cooper,  an  eminent 
Attorney  at  Salisbury,  of  unimpeached  Reputation, 
<3eiiring  him  to  enquire  whether  the  Gypfey  was  at 
Coomhe  at  the  Time  Greville  fwore  {he  was  there. 
To  which  he  received  for  Anfwer,  That  (he  cer- 
tainly was,  for  that  he  (Mr.  Cooper )  had  examined 
no  fewer  than  eleven  Perfons,  all  of  very  honeft  Re- 
pute, who  faw  her  there  at  that  Time,  and  were 
ready  to  fwear  to  it.  —  Thefe  Pra&ices  are  not  cuf- 
tomary,  God  forbid  they  fhould  ;  neverthelefs  they 
are  not  quite  new;  the  Iaft  January  Seffions  fur- 
niihed  an  Inftance,  that  fome  are  ready  to  fuppofe 
fimilar  to  this.  —  In  Oftober  preceding,  Timothy 
Murphy  was  indi&ed  by  Thomas  Nodes  for  Forgery  ; 
but  the  Trial  being  put  off,  for  the  Sake  of  finding 
one  Williams,  otherwife  Daunt,  an  Accomplice  not 
then  taken;  in  December  Murphy  indidted  Nodes, 
and  the  principal  Witnefles  that  were  on  the  Back 
of  the  Bill  found  againft  him,  for  the  very  fame  Of- 
!  fence  :  Daunt  being  found,  and  admitted  an  Evi- 
dence in  the  January  Seffions,  Murphy  was  tried  and 
convi&ed  of  the  Forgery.  An  Attempt  was  made  firft 
to  try  the  Indi&ment  againft  Nodes,  before  he  was 
tried  himfelf,  and  afterwards  Endeavours  were  ufed 
to  invalidate  Nodes's  Teftimony,  on  a  Suggeftion, 
that  as  he  was  indi&ed  for  the  fame  Offence,  his 
Life  depended  on  the  Convidtion  of  Murphy,  and, 

therefore^ 
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therefore,  that  his  Oath  againft  Murphy  ought  not  to 
be  received.  But  the  Defignof  this  Contrivance  was 
too  vifible  to  the  Court,  who  were  aware,  that  if 
Perfons  accufed  fhould  be  allowed  to  indi£l  and  try 
their  Profecutors,  pending  the  Charge  againft  them- 
felves  ;  or,  if  Profecutors  were  to  be  prevented  giving 
their  Evidence,  merely  becaufe  a  Bill  of  Indi£tment 
had  been  artfully  found  againft  them,  the  Guilty 
alone  would  enjoy  Security,  nor  could  Criminals 
ever  be  brought  to  Juftice.  —  Murphy  was  hanged 
in  Purfuance  of  his  Sentence,  and,  as  I  am  told,  de- 
clared, previous  to  his  Execution,  that  the  Scheme 
for  taking  off  the  Witneffes  for  the  Crown  was  fug- 
gefted  to  him  by  the  Perfon  who  afted  as  his  Solici- 
tor. —  This  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  in  the 
above  Cafe.  I  do  not  intend  an  Application  of  it  to 
Canning s,  but  furely,  if  the  Defence  of  this  Girl 
had  not  been  more  particularly  aimed  at  than  the 
Detection  of  the  Truth,  more  warrantable  Meafu res 
would  have  heen  purfued  ;  for  whatever  Motives 
might  induce  them  thereto,  certainly  their  Conduct 
in  apprehending  and  confining  Clark  in  the  Manner 
above  related,  was  needlefsly  irregular,  if  not  abfo- 
lutely  illegal.  They  have  been  taxed  with  it  pub- 
licity *,  and  defired  to  explain  the  Reafonablenefs 
of  their  Behaviour,  but  inftead  of  affording  any  Sa- 
tisfaction, they  have  given  a  trifling  and  abufive 

Anfwer, 

*  London  Daily  Advertifer,  April  26,  1793.  —       I.  Un- 
der what  Warrant  were  Gibbons  and  Clark  apprehended?  I 
2.  What  was  the  Crime  contained  in  the  Warrant  ?  3. 
To  whom  was  fuch  Warrant  directed  ?    4.  Whether  fuch  j 
Warrant  was  executed  by  any  Perfon  having  a  Right  to  I 
execute  it? 
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Anfwer  *,  fuch  a  one  as  cannot  but  encreafe  the 
Sufpiclon  before  conceived,  of  the  Reality  of  what 
they  aflfert,  in  their  declared  multitude  of  Affidavits. 

The  foregoing  Proceedings  may  not  unjuftly  be 
confidered  as  calculated  rather  to  fecure  Canning's 
Succefs,  than  evince  her  Innocence,  or  the  Probabi- 
lity of  her  Tale;  however,  there  have  not  been  want- 
ing fome  Endeavours  to  ferve  this  laft  Purpofe:  You 
may  obferve  Mr.  Fielding  has  left  two  Objections  to 
the  Belief  of  this  Story,  to  be  folved  by  the  medi- 
cal Faculty,  which  are.  Firjl,  The  Incredibility  of 
"  Elizabeth  Canning's  furviving  this  Ufage  and  all 
"  the  Terrors  it  muft  have  occafioned,  and  her  be- 
"  ing  kept  alive  with  no  other  Suftenance  than 
"  what  ftie  declares  (he  had."  And  Secondly,  Of 
her  being  able,  at  the  Time  (he  dates  her  Efcape, 
"  not  only  to  break  her  Prifon  in  the  Manner  {he 
"  declares,  but  to  walk  eleven  or  twelve  Miles  to  her 
F  "  own 

*  Gazetteer,  April  28,  1752  «  The  fevera!  Para- 
graphs  and  Queries  in  the  London  Daily  Adqjertif  r  of  the 
26th  Inftant,  were  feen  and  obferved  by  the  Friends  of 
Elizabeth  Canning ;  but  they  cannot  look  upon  a  certain 
partial  Writer  concerned  in  that  Paper,  fo  famous  for  per- 
verting  Truth,  as  in  titled  to  any  Kind  of  Anfwer  from 
them  to  thefe,  or  any  other  Miirepreientations  of  Fads 
which  have  been  propagated.  Ic  h  by  rnpre  upright  and 
candid  judges  they  defire  to  have  the  Merits  of  the 
Cauie  tried.  They  mall  r.ot,  therefore,  give  them- 
felve^  the  Trouble  to  reply  to  any  Slander  $.  this  or  any- 
other  Writer  mall  think  proper  to  throw  out  againfl  them, 
being  determined  to  reft  the  Integrity  of  their  Views, 
and  the  Juftice  of  Canning's  Cafe,  upon  the  folemn  Exa- 
mination and  Decifion  of  a  Court  of  judicature,  before 
which  the  Affair  will  in  a  fhori  Time  be  mofl  certainly 
tried.  Then  will  the  Pablick  be  enabled  to  judge  on 
which  Side  the  Quedion  the  Truth  lies. 
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cc  own  Home  *.,M  This  arduous  Tafk,  the  Ref- 
lation of  thefe  Difficulties,  has  been  undertaken  by- 
one  Mr.  James  Solas  Dod,  a  Surgeon.  This  Gentle- 
man has  not  yet  been  very  confpicuous  in  the  literary 
World,  but  feems  to  have  been  directed  in  the  Choice 
of  the  Subjects  he  has  treated  of  by  their  Popula- 
rity. Some  Time  ago,  he  furnifhed  the  Publick 
with  a  Something,  he  called  An  EJfay  towards  a  na- 
tural Hi/lory  of  the  Herrings  and  in  the  Pamphlet  f  that 
accompanies  this,  he  attempts  to  prove,  that  the 
Cafe  of  Elizabeth  Canning,  with  all  its  extraordinary 
Circumftances,  is  not  only  poffible,  but  even  proba- 
ble, and  agreeable  to  Nature  and  her  Operations.  — 
How  far  he  has  fucceeded  I  fhall  leave  to  your  own 
Determination ;  it  is  poffible  you  may  think  with 
me,  that,  without  depreciating  his  Merits  in  his 
Profeffion,  he  appears  to  be  but  a  very  indifferent 
Reafoner.  —  One  Remark  offers  itfelf  to  me,  which 
I  cannot  well  omit  taking  Notice  of;  —  to  the 
Symptoms  mentioned  by  the  Apothecary  %  to  have 
affected  this  Girl  when  he  faw  her  the  Day  after  her 
being  vifible,  Mr.  Dod  has  added  "  great  Confump- 
<c  tion  of  Body,  a  livid  Blacknefs  of  the  Skin,  a  Swell- 
f<  in<r  of  the  Belly  and  Heavinef  of  the  Head  §  and 
aflerts  her  coming  Home  in  this  Condition  to  be  a 
"  well  known  Facl  \\  Neverthelefs,  there  are  Cir- 
cumftances that  withftand  the  yeilding  a  ready  Af- 
fent  to  this  pofitive  A  Alliance  :  For,  is  it  in  the 
Power  of  Medicine  to  render  a  Perfon  labouring  un- 
der 

•  Clear  State,  Page  12,  13. 

f  A  phy  ileal  Account  of  the  Cafe  of  Elizabeth  Can* 
nitg,  by  Jama  Solas  Surgeon. 
J  See  above,  Page  29 
§  Phyfical  Account,  Page  37. 
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dcr  thefe  accumulated  Infirmities,  fit  or  able  to  tra- 
vel fo  far  within  the  Space  of  two  Days  i  Hie  Con- 
duct of  her  own  Friends  implies,  that  they  were  not  of 
Opinion  fhe  was  fo  extremely  ill  as  is  reprefented  by 
this  Gentleman;  if  they  had  fo  thought,  it  is  fcarce 
reconcileable  to  a  moderate  Comprehenfion,  why 
her  Companions  in  this  firft  Expedition  to  Endfield- 
Wafh*,  four  hearty  Men,  would  lazily  loll  in  a 
Coach,  and  two  healthy  Women  (one  of  them  her 
Mother)  would  have  filled  the  covered  Part  of  a 
Chaife,  and  at  the  fame  Time  have  placed  fo  weak 
a  Creature  on  a  back  Seat  of  tke  fame  Chaife,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  feverity  of  the  Weather  on  the  firft  of 
February  ;  a  Seat  that  even  a  Perfon  in  the  ftrongeft 
Health  could  not  bear  without  fome  Inconvenience. 
If  her  Friends  really  believed  her  as  feeble  as  they 
have  reprefented,  I  rnuft  own,  it  puzzles  me  to  ac- 
count for  their  Management ;  nor  is  it  within  my 
Conception,  that,  if  fhe  truly  was  in  this  very  weak 
Condition,  that  it  was  poffible  for  her  to  have  borne 
the  Fatigue  of  a  Journey  fo  conducted. 

Such  have  been  the  Proceedings  in  Behalf  of 
Canning.  My  next  Bufmefs  fhall  be  to  give  an  Ac- 
count of  what  has  pafied  more  immediately  relat- 
ing to  the  Gipfev,  who  we  left  in  Newgate  under 
Sentence  of  Death;  her  own  Behaviour  fince  her 
Condemnation,  I  mentioned  to  you  fome  Time 
ago  f.  On  the  icth  of  laft  Month  the  Report 
of  the  Malefactors  under  Sentence  of  Death 
was  made  to  His  Majefty  by  the  Recorder, 
who  at  the  fame  Time  prcfented  a  Memorial  of 
the  favourable  Circumftances  that  had  appeared 
lor  Mary  Squires  •>  upon  which  her  Execution  was 
F  2  refpited 

*  See  above,  Page  2. 
t  s->  page  44- 
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rcfpttcd  for  fix  Weeks,  in  order  that  a  Farther  Enquiry 
might  be  made  concerning  the  alibi  Evidences  from 
Jbbotjhury  for  the  Gipfey,  and  thofe  again  ft  it  from 

d\  which,  it  is  faid,  are,  by  Order  of  the 
King  and  Council,  to  be  referred  to  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General,  and  their  Opinions  thereon 
to  be  reported  before  the  Expiration  of  the  Term. 
Could  Juftice  have  contrived  a  more  prudent  or  equi- 

Method  of  directing  its  Determinations,  than 
bv  thus  fubmitting  the  refpe&ive  Proofs  to  the  Con- 
fider  tion  of  two  Gentlemen,  whole  Knowledge 
and  Judgment  Malice  cannot  but  acknowledge,  and 
whole  Impartiality  the  moil  malevolent  Prepofeffion 
dare  not  fufpe£t  ?  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  but  their 
Report  will  have  its  due  Weight  with  the  Publick. 
In  the  mean  While,  other  Practices  were  employed, 
to  all  Appearance  defigned  either  to  intercept  Mercy, 
or,  if  they  failed  in  that,  at  leaft  to  animate  the  Mob 
with  an  Abhorrence  of  the  Convict.  —  In  this  Light 
may  t  he  confidered,  the  Account  of  one  'James  Lee9 
w  ho  was  laid  to  be  beat  and  cruelly  ufed  merely  for  his 

Conneo 


+  Publick  Advtrtifer,  March  3!.    Gazetteer,  April  24. 

 Whereas  on  Tut  fit*}  the  aorf  of  loft  Month,  as 

James  Lee,  of  Turhy-ftreet,  Enfield,  was  returning  from 
'London  to  Enfield,  about  Seven  in  the  Evening,  he  was 
met  about  the  Middle  cf  a  Place  called  Hound '.fit  Id 9  in 
the  Road  to  EnfitU,  by  a  tall  lufty  Man,  who  was 
dreffed  in   a  red  Rug  Great  Coat.,  who  came  up  to 
the  faid  Lt*%   and  alked  him  if  his  Name  was  J  hn 
I*i<ver9  who  M  againji  Mother  Wells  and  the  Gipfey ;  j 
upon  which  he  anfwered  no;  but  the  faid  Man  replied,  j 
y»«  It  long  to  h  w,  and  if  you  had  been  Imze-,  I  would  1 
'have  murdered  you  j  and  accordingly  he  fell  upon,  and, 
beat  the  faid  Let  over  his  lit. id  and  Face,  and  ki  k"d\ 

him 
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Connection  with  John  Iniver  *,  a  Man  who  fwbreat 
the  Old  Bailey  againft  the  Gipfey :  This  Advertifement 
was  continued  in  different  Papers  almoft  daily  for 
more  than  three  Weeks,  tho'  the  whole  was  very  early 
difcovered  to  have  been  an  Impofition,  and  th$t 
his  pretended  Bruifes  happened  in  a  Quarrel  he  had 
voluntarily  engaged  in.  Soon  after  we  were  informed, 
that  the  whole  Neighbourhood  of  Enfield  was 
threatened  with  a  general  Conflagration,  only  for 
the  Prefervation  of  this  Mary  Squires  \  ;  and  that 
Affidavits  of  this  Threatning  were  to  be  feen  in 
F  3  the 

him  on  fever al  Part s  of  his  Body,  and  otherwife  cruelly 
ufed  him,  and  his  Life  endangered ;  but  upon  fome  Perfons 
coming  up,  made  off,  with  two  other  Men,  who  then 
flood  at  a  little  Diflance,  a  crofs  the  Fields  towards 
Edmonton,  In  order  to  bring  thefe  Villains  to  Jufiice, 
if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  will  difcover  any,  or  either 
of  the  faid  Offenders,  fo  that  he,  or  they,  may  be 
brought  to  Jufiice,  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  flial!  receive 
a  Reward  of  Ten  Pounds,  of 

JOHN  MTLES,  Attorney,  m  Bird infant. 
*  See  above,  Page  30. 

\  Gazetteer ;  Friday,  May  11.  ..  —  Whereas  on 
Sunday,  the  zzd  of  April  ]a(l,  in  the  Evening v  feveral 
Perfons  on  Horfeback,  to  the  Number  of  feven  or 
eight,  ftopt  near  the  Houfe  of  Sufannab  Wells,  at  En- 
£tU-Wafh\  and  one  of  the  faid  Perfons  publickly  declared, 
that  if  the  Gipfey,  Mary  Squires,  jbo aid  he  banged,  they 
would  burn  all  the  Peoples  Houfes,  Buns,  and  Corn 
thereabouts-,  and  on  Monday  the  23d  of  April  afterwards, 
about  Eight  o'Clock  in  the  Morning,  a  tall,  lu*ty, 
middle-aged  Man,  in  light  coloured  Cloaths,  his  Hat 
flapped,  a  black  Ribbon  round  the  Crown,  inftead  of 
a  Hat-String,  with  a  final!  Stick  in  his  Hand,  walked 

before 
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Ac  Hands  of  Mr.  My  Us  *  ;  yet  upon  the  flricleft 
Enquiry  there  appears  as  little  Truth  in  this  Re- 
port as  the  former;  and  though  I  would  not  call 
Mr.  Myles's  Veracity  in  Queftion,  yet  the  not  produ- 
cing them  to  a  Gentleman  of  unqueftionable  Inte- 
grity who  defired  to  fee  them,  looks  a  little  fuf- 
picious,  or  at  leaft  as  if  they  were  calculated  for  fuch 
only  as  had  arrrived  at  a  certain  Degree  of  Faith. 

Notwithstanding  I  cannot  applaud  the  Procedure 
of  Cannings  Advocates;  at  the  fame  Time  I  do  not 
thifrk  thofe  who  efpoufe  the  Gipfey  quite  blamelefs  : 
Their  not  being  able  to  aflign  any  adequate  Motive 
for  the  Girl's  Concealment,  is  no  juftification  of 
the  many  wanton  and  cruel  Surmifes  that  have 
been  fuggefted  to  the  Prejudice  of  her  Reputation  \ 
as,  that  fhe  had  been  falivated,  been  brought  to 

Bed, 

before  the  Houfe  of  the  faid  Sufannah  Welti,  and  in 
like  Manner  publickly  threatened  the  Inhabitants  with 
Fire,  by  Reafon  of  which  Threats  feveral  of  ELIZA- 
BETH C  A  N N IN  G's  mtmffes,  living  thereabouts, 
were  greatly  terrified,  and  have  been  hindered  from 
giving  their  Tejlimony  on  her  Bthalf :  Therefore,  who- 
ioever  ihall  difcover  both,  or  either  of  the  Perfons 
who  fo  threatened  Fire,  fo  as  he,  or  they,  may  be  ap- 
prehended, and  b  ought  to  Juftice  for  the  fame,  (hall 
receive  a  Reward  of  Ten  Guineas  for  each  Perfon  fo 
discovered,  on  Conviction  of  that  Offence  ;  to  be 
paid  by 

J  OH  N   MTL  E  S,  Attorney,  in  Birchin-lane. 

*  Gazetteer,  Wedmfday,  May  16.  —  As  feveral  Perfons 
have  doubted  the  Truth  of  this  Advertifement,  this 
Notice  is  given,  that  Affidavits  of  the  Facts  srs  in  my 
Hands,  and  may  btfetn. 
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Bed,  or  had  mifcarried.  Thefe  Reports  have  been 
as  currently  propagated  in  Converfation,  as  if  they 

were  well  known  and  eftablifhed  Fails.   Her 

Chara&er,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  has  been  the 
principal  Foundation  of  the  Credit  given  to  her 
Tale,  and  it  muft  be  her  future  Support ;  confe- 
quently  it  ought  not  to  be  attacked  from  mere 
Spleen  and  Refentment ;  in  fhort,  it  is  greatly  to 
be  wifhed  more  Moderation  had  been  expreffed 
on  both  Sides. 

The  Remainder  of  my  Narrative  will  be  com- 
prifed  in  a  very  fhort  Compafs ;  I  have  only  to 
acquaint  you  that  on  Thurfday,  the  third  Inftant, 
crofs  Bills  of  Indictment,  one  againft  Canning,  and 
three  others  againft  the  three  Weft  Countrymen, 
Gibbons ,  Clarke,  and  Greville^  for  Perjury,  were 
prefented  to  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  City  of  London  \ 
when,  after  having  employed  two  Days  in  carefully 
examining  the  Witneffes  on  both  Sides,  and  mature- 
ly confidering  the  refpe<5tive  Evidence,  they,  in  the 
Profundity  of  their  Wifdom,moft  fagacioufly  thought 
fit  to  rejedt  all  four,  whereby  this  myfterious  Affair 
is  likely  to  remain  as  great  a  Myftery  as  ever.  — 
Thefe  lndi£lments  having  brought  a  Number  of  the 
Abbotjbury  People  to  Town  to  give  Evidence,  I 
have  inclofed  Mr.  Harris's  Teftimonial  of  their 
Characters,  wherein  you  will  a!fo  fee  in  what  Light 
this  Affair  is  confidered  in  Dorfet/bire. 


F  4 


To 
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To  Mr.  Evans,  in  Pall-Mai1,  near  the  Hay-Mar  ket3 
London. 

Mr.  Evans, 

'  T  HAVE  fent  fome  more  of  my  Neighbours 
JL  (.  with  thofe  you  lately  faw  in  Town,  in  order 

*  to  fupport  Innocence,    and  to  bring  this  iniquitous 

*  Affair  to  Light.    I  affiire  you,  they  are  very  honeji 

*  Men,  and  make  no  Doubt  but  you  will  take  fome 
4  little  Notice  of  them  :  I  make  no  Queilion  of  my 
4  Friend  Cooling's  treating  them  kindly,  and  for  that 
c  Reafon  have  fent  them  to  hirn.  If  you  can  oblige 
4  me  v/ith  a  few  Franks  you  will  now  have  an 

*  Opportunity  of  fending  them,    Mrs.  Harris  joins 

*  in  Compliments  to  yourfelf,  Mrs.  Evans,  your  Son, 
c  and  all  Friends,  with, 

*  Dear  Sir% 

Jbhotjbury,  April 

5  Tour  affectionate  humble  Servant  7 

c  Ja*.  Harris. 

«  I  (hall       glad  to  hear  how  the  Sentiments  of 

*  the  Town  are  now.' 

What  will  give  you  more  Pleafure,  is,  that  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General  having  reported  that  the 
Weight  of  Evidence  was  in  theConvi&'s  Favour,  on 
the  2 lit  laft  paft  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  grant  a 
free  Pardon  to  Mary  Squires :  This  is  related  in  one 
of  the  daily  Papers  with  a  very  extraordinary  Para- 
graph 
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graph  annexed  to  it  *  ;  whether  thei,r  being  tacked 
together  was  by  Accident,  or  Defign,  is  not  for 
me  to  determine ;  but  it  is  pofEble  an  inconfiderate 
Reader  may  look  upon  the  one  as  in  fome  Sort 
reflecting  on  the  other,  and  as  terming  to  impeach 
the  Juftice  of  the  Royal  Clemency.  —  On  Tuefday 
laft  the  Gipfey  was  di (charged  from  her  Confine- 
ment, when,  at  her  earneit  Requeft,  fhe  was  car- 
ried to  the  Manfton-Houfe  to  return  Thanks  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  for  his  timely  and  affiduous  Inter- 
pofition,  to  which  fhe  was  indebted  for  her  Life. 
A  Gentleman  v/ho  was  pre  fen  t  tells  me  the  Scene 
was  truly  moving:  The  old  Woman,  well  worn 
with  Years,  and  more  fo  by  her  late  Hardlhips, 
her  Son,  and  two  Daughters,  the  Moment  they 
entered  the  Room,  fell  on  their  Knees,  and,  with 
all  the  Warmth  of  real  Gratitude,  expreiTed  their 
Senfe  of  their  Obligations  to  his  Loidihip  in  this 
mo  ft  humble  and  affecting  Manner.  Tears  were 
almoft  their  only  Language  for  fome  Tinie;  but 
being  recovered,  they  were  afked  feveral  Queft ions ; 

F  5  their 

*  Gazetteer ,  May  22.  — —  Yefterday  the  Report  of 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  concerning 
Squires  the  Gipfey.  now  under  Sentence  of  Death  in  Ne<u  - 
gate,  was  made  to  his  Majefty,  when  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  grant  a  free  Pardon  to  the  faid  Mary  Squires. 

Yefterday  twenty-one  Ferfons  of  Credit  from  Enfield 
Wajb,  and  the  Neighbourhood,  went  to  Newgate,  to  fee 
Mrs.  Squires  the  Gipfey  under  Sentence  of  Death,  i£ihe 
was  the  fame  Perfon  thai  they  law  the  Beginning  or  Ja- 
nuary.  After  they  faw  her,  they  went  before  Sir  Jofeph 
Han  key,  and  made  si jn  davits  that  fhe  was  the  id  ntical 
Perfm. — We  are  creditably  informed  there  are  near  an 
hundred  Affidavits  to  prove  her  at  Unfield-Wjfr, ,  and- . 
Neighbour  hood,  early  in  the  Month  g£  January*  ' 
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their  Anfwers  to  which  confirmed  their  Innocence. 
—  At  the  Requeft  of  fome  of  the  Spectators  Virtue 
Hall  was  fent  for ;  whofe  vifible  Confufion  at  fo 
unexpected  an  Interview,  was  of  itfelf  a  fufficient 

Evidence  of  her  former  Falfehood.   The  old 

Woman,  far  from  reproaching  her,  endeavoured 
to  comfort  her,  in  Terms  fuperior  to  what  might 
have  been  expected  from  one  in  her  low  Station 
of  Life  ;  (he  told  her,  that  Jhe  heartily  forgave  her* 
end  hoped  God  would  alfo  forgive  her  \  and  (he  defired 
]<er,  that j  even  now,  when  (he  was  in  no  Danger, 
if  Jhe  ever  knew  any  III  of  her^  freely  to  declare  it ; 
to  which  Virtue  Hall  inftantly  replied,  (with 
the  utmoft  Shew  of  Sincerity)  that  the  whole  of  the 
Evidence  that  Jhe  gave  upon  the  Trial  was  Jalje^ 
and  explained,  as  fhe  had  before  done,  what  were 
her  Inducements  to  the  CommifKon  of  this  Perjury. 

Whether  we  are  to  hear  any  more  of  this  Affair, 
or  that  it  muft  continue  wrapt  up  in  Obfcurity, 
is  more  than  I  know  at  prefent.  As  my  Defign  was 
when  I  fat  down  to  write  this,  to  devote  it  en- 
tirely to  the  Gratification  of  your  Curiofity,  you 
rruft  excufe  my  not  taking* Notice  of  any  Bufi- 
ncfs  ;  tho'  I  promife  you,  your  Commands  (hall  not  be 
neglected.  Refpects  wherever  due,  conclude  me,  Sir, 

London,  May  31^ 

Tour  mojl  obedient  Servant , 

*  *  *: ;  w 


LETTER 
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LETTER  IX, 


Dear  Sir, 

IT  will  doubtlefs  be  pleafmg  to  you  to  hear 
that  there  is  at  laft  a  Probability  of  this  per- 
plexed Affair's  being  brought  to  an  EcclairciiT- 
rnent.  The  Grand  Jury,  compofed  of  Gentlemen 
of  unqueftionable  Abilities  and  Integrity,  after  having 
employed  three  whole  Days  in  examining  Wit- 
neffes  for  and  againft  all  the  refpective  Parties,  on 
Saturday ,  the  ninth  of  laft  Inftant,  found  the  feveral 
Bills  prefented  to. them,  againft  Canning  and  the  three 
Weft-Countrymen,  true  Bills;  a  fair  and  open  Trial 
may  therefore  reafonably  be  expected*,  whereby  this 
Myftery  will  be  elucidated,  to  the  great  Satisfaction 
of  all  Friends  to  Truth:  For  that  there  muft  be  a 
mod  {hocking  Scene  of  Perjury  fomewhere,  will 
hardly  admit  of  any  Doubt,  though  on  which  Side 
cannot  yet  be  determined.  That  thefe  Trials  may> 
be  fpeedily  brought  to  an  Iffue,  furely  muft  be  agree- 
able to  the  Inclination  of  every  fincere  Lover  of 
Juftice  ;  to  this  Purpofe  Gibbons^  Clarke^  and 
Greville  have  given,  in  Bail  before  two  worthy 
Aldermen,  to  appear  at  the  next  Seffions-at  the* 
Old  Bailey^  in  order  to  plead  to  their  Indictments, 
fix  of  our  Common  Council  becoming  their  Secu-> 
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rity:  Neverthelefs,  the  enclofed  Paper  affords  but 
too  much  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  Gratifi- 
cation of  thefe  laudable  Wifhes  muft  be  for  fome 
Time  poftponed. 

4  Several  Paragraphs  having  been  lately  inferted 
4  in  the  Papers,  and  Reports  fpread  in  Converfation, 
4  tending-  to  reflect  on  the  Friends  of  Elizabeth 

>  o 

4  Cannings  as  tho'  they  were  fenfible  of  her  Guilt, 
4  and  therefore  concealed  her  from  Profecution ; 
4  they  have  thought  it  necefTary,  as  the  beft  Anfwer 
4  to  thefe  Infinuations,  to  lay  before  the  Publick 
4  the  following  Narration,  which  they  hope  will 
4  not  only  juftify  their  Conduct,  but  induce  all 
4  fober  minded  People  not  to  pay  Regard  to 
4  the  many  bold  Aflerticns,  which,  without  the 
4  leaft  Proof,  are  almoft  daily  exhibited  in  the 
4  publick  Papers  againft  Canning. 

4  When,  fome  Time  after  the  Trial  of  the 
4  Gipfey,  a  Warrant  was  ifTued  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
4  againft  the  Girl,  her  Friends,  convinced  of  her 
4  Innocence*,  which  they  have  every  Day  more  and 
4  more  Reafon  to  be^  readily  gave  Bail  for  her 
4  Appearance,  It  need  not  be  told,  that  the  Grand 
4  Jury,  at  the  April  Seffions,  threw  out  the  Bill  of 
4  Indi£lment,  which  had  been  preferred  againft 
4  her,  as  JflceWffe  thofe  againft  the  Gipfey's  Wit- 
4  nefles.  In  Confcquence  of  this,  it  grew  to  be 
4  the  general  Opinion,  that  all  farther  Profecutions 
4  would  have  been  dropt j  but  juft  before  the  fol- 
4  lowing  Seffions  in  ^fune?  Canning's  Friends  were 
*  informed  another  Bill  would  be  preferred  againft 
4  her  at  that  Seffions,  as  it  was ;  and  they  there- 
4  fore  were  advifed  again  to  prefer  Bills  againft  the 
4  Gipfey's  Witnefies.  All  thefe  Bills  the  Grand 
6  Jury  found  on  June  the  9th,  at  Night. 

4  That 
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4  That  very  Night  it  was  agreed  between 
4  Mr.  Ford  and  Mr.  Myles,  that  all  the  Indi&ments 
c  fhould  be  removed  into  the  King's  Bench,  and 
4  fufficient  Perfons  (hould  become  Bail,  in  the  Penal- 
4  ty  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  for  each  of  the  Defen- 
c  dants  Appearance  in  that  Court,  and  that  no 
4  Warrant  fhould  be  iffued  againft  any  of  the  De- 
4  fendants  \  and  this  Agreement  v/as  to  be  carried 
4  into  Execution  as  foon  as  it  conveniently  could.  In 
4  Confequence  of  which,  fome  fhort  Time  after, 
4  Mr.  Ford,  or  fome  Perfon  on  his  Behalf,  drew  up 
4  the  Agreement;  of  which  Mr.  Myles  took  a  Copy, 
4  and  made  fome  Alterations,  which  were  ap- 
4  proved. 

4  On  Monday  Evening,  25  June  laft,  Mr.  Ford 
4  and  Mr.  Myles  were  to  have  waited  on  Mr.  Mafter- 
4  man  and  Mr.  Smith  at  the  Crown  Office,  to  have 
4  fettled  the  Agreement,  Mr.  Myles  having  that 
*  Evening  fome  other  Bufinefs  of  another  Client's  to 
<  fettle  with  Mr.  Ford:  But  in  the  Morning  of  that 
[«  Day,  Mr.  Ford  called  on  Mr.  Myles,  and  faid, 
i4  that  feveral  of  his  Frinds  were  going  to  dine  at 
4  Fulham,  at  a  Feaft  of  Venifon,  and  therefore  delired 
f  the  Meeting  might  be  put  off  'till  Tuefday  Evening, 
4  which  was  contented  to :  But  Mr.  Ford,  it  feems, 
4  did  not  go  to  Fidham,  but  dined  at  the  Manfion- 
4  Houfe,  where  there  was  a  Confutation  of  Council. 
p  However,  on  the  Tuefday  Evening,  Mr.  Ford 
;  and  Mr.  Myles  waited  on  Mr.  Mafterman  and 
;  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  Crown  Office ;  and  the  follow- 
f  ing  Agreement  in  writing  was  fettled  between  them; 
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u  The  King  againft  John  Gibbons. 
u  The  fame  againft  fViiliam  Clarke. 
lc  The  fame  againft  Thomas  Greville. 
c<  The  fame  againft  Elizabeth  Canning. 

«  Whereas  at  the  Seffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
44  holdcn  for  the  City  of  London^  on  Thurfday  the 
44  7th  Day  of  June  Inftant,  an  Indictment  of  Per- 
46  jury  was  found  againft  each  of  the  above  Perions ; 
4<  It  is  agreed  upon  by  Mr.  John  Myles,  Solicitor 
44  for  the  Profecutor  in  the  three  firil  abovemen- 
f4  tioned  Indictments,  and  for  the  Defendant  in  the 
46  lair,  and  by  Henry  Maflerman,  Efq;  Clerk  in 
44  Court  for  the  fame ;  That  Writs  of  Certiorari 
4C  to  remove  the  faid  Indictments  fhall  be  forth- 
44  with  fued  out  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for 
44  the  feveral  Profecutors,  returnable  immediately^ 
44  That  each  of  the  Defendants  mail  immediately^ 
44  upon  Return  of  the  faid  Writs,  plead  as  of  this 
44  Term  the  General  Hfue ;  and  that  the  Profe- 
44  cutors  (hall  be  obliged  to  make  up  the  Re- 
44  cords,  and  give  Notice  of,  and  proceed  to,  Trial, 
44  the  Sitting  after  this  present  Term ;  and  that  all 
44  the  faid  Indictments  mall  be  peremptorily  then 
44  tried ;  and  that  each  of  the  Defendants  fhall 
44  forthwith^  on  iffuing  out  of  fuch  Certiorari^ 
44  with  two  fufftcient  Sureties,  enter  into  a  Recog- 
<£  nizance  before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  faid 
44  Court  of  King's  Bench,  to  appear  therein  at  the 
44  Return  of  the  Pojlea,  each  of  the  Principals  in 
44  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  and  each  of  the  Sureties 
u  in  One  Hundred  Pounds :  And  that  the  D.fen- 

"  dam 
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44  dants  may,  if  they  pleafe,  make  up  the  laid 
44  Records,  and  alfo  give  Notice  of  Trial  for  the 
44  fame  Sittings  as  by  Provifo  ;  but  fuch  Records 
44  fo  to  be  made  up  by  Provifo  are  not  to  be 
44  delivered,  in  cafe  the  Profecutors  fhall  enter  and 
44  deliver  the  Records  fo  to  be  made  up  by  them 
44  into  Court,  at  leaft  four  Days  before  the  Sitting 
44  of  the  Court,  on  the  firft  Day  of  the  Adjourn- 
44  ment  of  the  faid  Sittings  ;  and  that  the  Court 
44  of  King's  Bench  fhall  be  moved,  and  fuch  Motion 
44  confented  to  on  Behalf  of  the  Profecutors  and 
44  Defendants,  that  this  Agreement,  or  fo  much 
44  thereof  as  fhall  be  thought  neceffary,  be  made 
44  a  Rule  of  his  Maj ifty's  Conrt  of  Kings  Bench, 
44  if  the  Court  fhall  fo  pleafe.  Dated  this 
44  Day  of  June7  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 

"  1753- 

4  It  was  alfo  agreed  between  Mr.  Ford  and 
4  Mr.  Myles,   that  one  Copy  of  this  Agreement 

*  mould  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Ford  to  Sir  Richard 
1  Lloyd,  his  Council,  and  another  by  Mr.  Myles  to 
4  Mr.  Hume  Campbell,  his  Council,  for  their  Con- 
4  currence,  and  final  Settlement.  Upon  which 
4  Mr.  Myles  ient  a  Copy  to  Mr.  Hume,  with  In- 

*  ftructions  to  fettle  it  v/ith  Sir  Richard. 

4  On  T'hurfday  Morning,  and  not  before,,  (tho* 
the  Bail  was  given  in  on  Wednefday)  Mr.  Myles 
4  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Ford,  by  his  Clerk, 

*  as  follows, 


SIR, 


[  112  ] 


SIR, 

"  T\/f"  ^*  34aJ/lermani  thinking  it  quite  impra&i- 
lY-L  cable  to   have  the   feveral   Caufes  tried 

"  the  Sittings  after  this  Term,  as  intended,  that 
Propofal  is,  I  find,  at  an  End. 
"  The  feveral  Parties  therefore  will  put  in  Bail 

<c  to  appear  next  Seffion. 

"  /  am,  S  I  Ry 

Alder manbury,  the  StSth 
of  June,  J 7 53. 

"  Tour  humble  Servant, 


"  T.FO  R  D. 

f  Mr.  Myles  exprefs'd  his  Surprize  at  Mr.  Ford's 

c  Behaviour,  and  defired  of  his  Clerk  that  Mr.  Ford 

c  would  explain  himfeif  more  fully  ;  but  as  Mr.  Ford 

c  fent  no  other  Meifage,  Mr.  Myles  called  on  Thurf- 

*  day  Afternoon  at  his  Houfe ;  but  he  not  being 
€  within,  he  afked  the  faid  Clerk  what  Mr.  Ford 
Q  meant  by  his  Letter,  and  had  for  Anfwer,  that 

*  the  whole  Agreement  between  Mr.  Ford  and. 
4  Him  was  at  an  End. 

4  After  fuch  a  Proceeding,  it  was  natural  to  con- 
c  elude,  that  the  paft  Treaties  and  Agreements  were; 

*  intended  only  to  amufe    and  gain  Advantage,, 

*  and  that  feme  very  particular  Reafons  had  pre- 

*  vailed  with  Mr.  Ford  to  try  his  Clients  at  the) 
c  Old  Bailey  rather  than  the  Kings  Benchy  though! 
4  in  this  latter  Court  it  had  been  ali  along  agreed  to 
4  try  the  Caufes  :  It  was  natural  therefore  for  Cairn 
4  ning's  Friends  to  infery  That  whatever  Mr.  Ford 
4  fhould  think  advantageous  to  his  Clients,  mighi. 

c  tencj 

4m 
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€  tend  to  prejudice  her;  and  that,  as  they  had  once 

*  been  deceived^  it  was  of  Importance  to  them  to 
€  guard  againft  any  future  foul  Play. 

*  Had   this  Tranfa&ion  of  Mr.  Ford's  indeed 

*  happened   after   the  now  approaching  Seffions, 

*  Cannings  Friends,  notwi'chftanding  the  Breach  of 
1  Agreement,  would  not  perhaps  have  objected  to  the 
c  putting  in  Bail  for  her  Appearance  at  the  Sep- 
4  tember  Seffions ;  becaufe  by  the  Privilege  of  Plead - 

*  ing  at  the  one  Seffions,  and  Trying  the  Indidt- 
6  ment  at  the  next,  which  every  Perfon  indicted 

*  for  a  Mifdemeanor  is  intitled  to,  they  would 
6  have  had  the  Satisfaction  of  being  affured,  that  the 
;  Trial  could  not  come  on  'till  the  Seffions  next 
c  after  the  Ninth  of  November. 

c  But  as  the  Affair  now  ftands,  it  cannot  be 
c  wondered  at,  nor  does  it  at  all  impeach  Can- 
c  ning's  Innocence,  that  her  Friends  fhould  not 
1  chufe  to  let  her  appear  till  the  enfuing  Seffions 
!  is  over,' 

July  6,  1753. 

This  Paper  furniflies  me  with  a  few  Remarks 
which  I  cannot  help  communicating  to  you :  It 
:onfirms  an  Obfervation  I  made  to  you  in  my 
jaft  *,  that  the  profecuting  the  Gipfey's  Witneftes 
ippeared  to  be  a  Meafure  taken  rather  for  the  De- 
fence of  Canning,  than  for  the  Sake  of  Juftice ; 
ince  Mr.  Myles  confeffes,  that  if  they  had  not 
5een  provoked  by  the  Report  of  a  frefn  Profecu- 
ion  againft  the  Girl,  his  Clients  would  have  con- 
tentedly fuffered  •  a  Perjury   of  the  moft  flagrant 

Nature 
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Nature  to  have  efcaped  unpuniftied,  uncenfured, I 
undetected.    Nor  are  the  Facts  themfelves,  though; 
fome  of  them  truly  related,  fairly  reprefented  ;  for^ 
as  early  as  the  Meeting  on  Tuefday^  it  was  the 
general  Opinion  of  the  Parties  then  prefent,  that  the.; 
federal  Indid:  merits  could  not  be  tried  at  the  Sittings* 
after  ne^t  Term,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  having  ' 
fignified  a  Diiinclination  to  have  them  tried  before ' 
him,  and  confequently,  that  the  propofed  Agree- 
ment could  not  be  carried  into  Execution.  —  Oni 
the  next  Day  Mr.  Ford  faw  Mr.  Majhrman,  Clerk 
in  Court  for  Mr.  Myles^  who  then  declared  it  was| 
impracticable  to  have  the  faid  Indictments  tried  atl 
the  agreed  Time,  and  recommended  it  to  have  them 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  y  for  which  Reafon  it  was. 
thought  advifeable  for  the  Abbotjbury  People,  &fr.. 
to  give  in  Bail  provifionally  for  their  Appearance,, 
without  Prejudice  however  to  the  propofed  Agree* 
ment,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  Execution.  — — 
The  next  Morning  Sir  Richard  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Hum* 
Campbell^  concurred  with  Mr.  JUaJlermans  Recom- 
mendation,  which  gave  Occafion  to  that  Letter 
that  Mr.  Myles  feems  fo  much  offended  with,  and 
which  may  be  indeed  deemed  an  A£t  of  Superero- 
gation, feeing  it  is  highly  probable,  that  Mr.  Myles 
muft  have  received  the  fame  Informations  from 
his  Clerk  in  Court. 

A  Ciicumftance  not  lefs  worthy  of  being  re- 1 
membered  is,  that  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  Term 
a  Motion  was  made  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bencll 
for  a  Certiorari,  to  remove  the  Indictments  againf 
Gibbons^  Clarke^  and  Greville  into  that  Court;  whici 
being  unfupporced  by  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Reafon 
was  denied  :  After  which,  the  Council  who  op 
pofcd  the  Motion,  offered,  in  the  Face  of  the  Court? 

Mi 
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to  confent  to  the  Removal  of  the  Indi&ments, 
Provided  the  Girl's  Friends  would  engage  to  produce 
her.  — This  equitable  Propofal  was  declined  on 
their  Part;  but  to  fay  why  it  was,  requires  a 
greater  Share  of  Sagacity  than  I  can  make  Pre- 
:enfions  to*  though  it  appears  to  me  greatly  con- 
:radi£tory  to  the  Affcrtions  in  the  Beginning  of 
SAr  Afyks's  Apology  for  himfelf  and  his  Employers, 
Tuch  I  prefume  the  abovementioned  Paper  was 
ntended  for)  and  alfo  a  tacit  Acknowledgment  of 
heir  own  Apprehenfions,  that  they  either  have  not 
:he  Evidence  as  is  pretended,  or  if  they  have  any, 
;hey  are  fuch  as  are  little  to  be  relied  on. 

This,  according  to  my  Information,  which  I 
lave  the  utmoft  Reafon  to  believe  genuine,  is  the 
[rue  State  of  this  Tranfa£lion  ;  the  Inferences  drawn 
prom  whence  are  not  lefs  unjuft  than  invidious : 
Firft  it  is  infinuated*  that  Mr.  Ford  had  not  only 
oroke  the  Treaty,  but  that  his  Intentions  in  pro- 
pofing  and  carrying  it  on,  were  only  to  amufe, 
:ind  gain  fome  unfair  Advantage.  —  Another  Sug- 
reftion  is  as  wicked  as  it  is  weak,  calculated  to 
mpofe  a  Belief,  that  if  the  Parties  fhould  be  tried 
luring  the  Continuance  of  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne  in  the 
ligh  Office  of  Lord  Mayor,  he  may  unduly  in- 
luence  a  Jury  by  Means  of  his  Authority,  and 
pervert  the  Courfe  of  Juflice  :  A  Reflexion  not 
)nly  unbecomingly  apply'd  to  that  worthy  Magiftrate,. 
put  alfo  injurious  both  to  the  Underftanding  and 
Integrity  of  their  Fellow  Citizens. 
I  But  the  Falfehood  of  thefe  Charges  will  more 
evidently  appear  by  obferving,  that  the  Hopes  of 
wringing  thefe  Caufes  to  a  fpeedy  Ifiue  at  the 
Sittings,  were  the  profefled  Motives,  and  furely 
:hey   may  be  allowed   reafonable^   that  indu  ed 

Mr.  Ford 
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Mr.  Ford  to  think  of  entering  into  the  propofed 
Agreement;   this   is    manifeftly   implied  in  the 
very  Words    of  the  Draught,  and  confequently, 
upon  being  convinced  of  the  Impoffibility  of  not 
trying   them    'till  September,  and  the  very  great 
Uncertainty  of  even  then  doing  it,  the  leading 
Motive  ceafed,   and  the  Propofal  for  an  Agree- 
ment ended  of  Courfe,   without  any  Breach  of 
Honour  in  either  of  the  Parties.    There  is  too 
much  Abfurdity  in  the  latter  Suggeftion,  to  make 
any  Reply  to  it  neceffary  ;  the  Right  of  objecting 
to  Jurors,  upon  (hewing  their  Unfitnefs  to  try  the 
Perfon  accufed,  nay,  even  in  fome  Cafes,  without 
fhewing  any  Caufe,  is  an  effectual  Bar  to  the  Sup- 
pofition  of  any  undue  Influence,  or  any  unjuft  Op- 
preffion,  either  from  a  partial  Judge,  or  a  prejudiced 
returning  Officer.    But  to  remove  every  Sufpicion, 
it  is  very  well  known  to  many,  and  particularly, 
to  Canning's  Friends,  that  the  Lord  Mayor,  whofe 
Intereft  and  whofe  Conduit  fome  Perfons  affect  to 
dread  fo  much,  has  publickly  declared  his  Refolu-  ; 
tion  not  only  of  not  prefiding,  but  even  of  not  being 
prefent,  whenever  any  of  thefe  Caufes  come  to  be 
heard.    This  might  be  thought  a  fufficient  Security 
to  reafonable  People ;  what  will  fatisfy  thofe  who 
countenance  the  Profecution  againft  the  Gipfey's  i 
Witnefles,  no  one  can  tell  ;   but  if  they  fhould 
hereafter  perfift  in  their  Concealment  of  the  Girl, 
there  will   be  no  great  Difficulty  in  gueffing  at 
what  the  difcerning  Part  of  Mankind  will  thinkj 
of  them ;   that  they  rather  feek  to  elude  Juftice  j 
than  detedl  Falfehood. 

So  is  this  Affair  circumftanced  at  prefent ;  how- 
ever, whether  her  Friends  will,  or  will  not,  per-j 
mit  Canning  to  appear,    we  promife  ourfelves  atil 

leaft  J 
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eaft  the  Satisfaction  of  knowing  whether  the  Gipfey 
'eally  is  innocent  or  guilty,  from  the  Trial  of  the 
hree  Countrymen,  which  will  certainly  be  brought 
>n  the  Tapis  next  September.  In  regard  to  any 
urther  Information  on  this  Head  at  prefent,  I 
night  as  well  conclude  here ;  but  I  cannot  let  a 
Damphlet  publifhed  laft  Month,  that  accompanies 
his,  go  without  a  few  Animadverfions. 

You  will  find  by  it  that  our  old  Acquaintance 
Doctor  Daniel  Cox,  has  fomewhat  ftrangely 
)btruded  himfelf  into  this  controverted  Matter; 
he  Parts  of  his  Undertaking  which  I  fhall  con- 
ider  are  his  Endeavours  to  refute  thofe  Slanders 
hrown  out  againft  the  Girl,  and  the  additional 
reftimonies  he  cites  in  fupport  of  her  Story.  — 
to  the  firft  of  thefe,  you  have  hardly  forgot, 
jhat  in  my  laft  I  difapproved  of  them  •>  neverthe- 
efs,  our  learned  Author  is  fo  far  from  convincing 
ne  of  their  Falfehood,  that  I  now  only  fufpeft  the 
Truth  of  what  I  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
rive  the  leaft  Credit  to.  He  tells  us,  that  "  on 
f  Wednefday,  May  9,  he  looked  into  Elizabeth 
6  Canning's  Mouth*  difcovered  no  Marks,  or  Scars, 
P  fuch  as  are  ufually  caufed  by  Mercury,  when 
[  any  one  is  falivated ;  and  therefore  declares  it  his 
!c  Opinion,  as  far  as  the  Dijiance  of  "Time  from 
I  her  Abfence  enables  him  to  judge,  that  fhe  has  not 
f  undergone  a  Salivation ! "  A  very  good  Salvo 
[his  in  regard  to  Time  ;  but  as  the  Dodtor  informs 
li  he  vifited  her  about  fix  Weeks  before  this,  on 
he  30th  of  March,  why  was  not  this  Infpe£tion 
hen  made ;  for  certainly  he  needs  not  to  be  put  in 
nind,  that  a  Spitting  may  be  raifed  only  to  fuch  a 
)egree,  as  that,  though  it  may  require  Confine- 
ment 
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merit  in  fuch  a  Seafon  of  the  Year  as  this  Gliffl 
Abfence  appears  to  have  happened  in,  yet  it  would  j 
have  been  as  great  a  Miracle  as  any  other  Part  of  j 
her  Tale,  if  he  had  found  any  remaining  Symp- ; 

toms  of  it  four  Months  after.  —  "  A  Report 

"  having  been  ftrongly  aflerted,   that  a  Midwife  I 
"  had  made  Information  before  the  Lord  Mayor, 
"  that  fhe  had  vifited  the  Mother  of  Elizabeth] 
cc  Canning  a  few  Days  after  the  Girl's  Return! 
"  Home,  had  feen  her  Shift,  and  that  it  was  too 
"  dean  to  have  been  worn  fo  long  as  had  been 
"  pretended  ;w   our  Author's  Curiofity  was  excitedj 
to  enquire  into  the  Truth  of  this  Rumour,  and! 
received   for  Anfwer  from  the  Mother,  that  the 
Shift  was  "  very  dirty  at  the  Sleeves  and  Neck,  but 
«  cleaner  in   the  Body,  and  to  her  Belief  might  j 
"  have  been  worn  as  long  as  was  faid " :  Woulc 
there  have  been  any  Xnconfiftency  in  afking  how  thi: 
Girl  employed  herfelf  in  Mother  Wells's  Work 
{hop,   that  fhe  fhould  fo  greatly  foil  the  Sleeve 
and  Neck  of  her  Shift  ?   Or,   considering  fhe  ha< 
been  before  ftripped  of  her  Gown  and  Stays,  hov 
file  contrived  to  keep  the  Body  of  it  from  an  equa 
Degree  of  Foulnefs  ?     For   it  will   fcarcely  I 
admitted,  that  an  old  Bed  Gown,  faid  to  be  fount 
in  a  dirty  Grate,  is  a  Covering  very  likely  to  keej 
her  clean.  —  Another  Calumny  had  been  propa 
gated  that  Mifs  "  had  retired  to  lye-in      the  Con 
futation  of  this  therefore  next  employed  our  fag 
Authors  Care;  in  order  to  which,  on  the  15th  1 
May,  "  he  took  with  him  Mrs.  Frances  Oakes,  fir 
"  Midwife  to  the  Lying-in-Hofpital  in  Brownlou] 
"  Jlreet,    who   firft   examined  her   alone  by  th; 
"  feveral  ufual  Methods,  as  Jhe  faid,  of  ExamiM 
**  tion,  and  declared  it  to  him,   as   her  pofm 

"  Judgmei 
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f*  Judgment  and  Opinion,  that  Elizabeth  Canning 
"  never  had  a  Child.  The  Doctor  himferf  was 
"  then  defired  by  Mrs.  Oakes  to  examine  her 
"  Breafls  and  Belly,  which,  with  much  Reluctance? 
f  the  Girl  fubmitted  to ;  and  according  to  his 
"  Judgment  in  this  Cafe,  he  verify  believes  fhe  never 
"  had  a  Child.  Laftly,  Mrs.  Rofftter,  Mrs.  Wood- 
¥  ward,  and  Mrs.  Canning,  Mother  of  the  Girl, 
H  made  a  full  Examination  in  the  Prefence  of 
I  Mrs.  Oakes,  and  all  declared  their  Belief,  that 
§  Elizabeth  Canning  never  had  a  Child!'  Thus 
ended,  and  fuch  was  the  Refult  of,  this  curious 
Inquifition  :  It  may,  poffibly,  perfuade  the  Ignorant 
and  Unexperienced  ;  but  ftill  there  may  be  Sceptics 
who  will  not  be  fo  eafily  fatisfied  ;  fuch  may  per- 
haps object,  that  the  Diagnoftics  in  Cafes  of  this 
Sort  are  frequently  fo  equivocal,  that  no  certain 
Judgment  can  be  formed  from  them;  they  may 
alfo  think  the  Inquifitors  incompetent  or  partial; 
for  without  derogating  from  Mrs.  Oakes's  obftetrical, 
pr  our  Author's  medical  Abilities,  there  may  be 
many,  who  will  not  think  themfelves  fufficiently  au- 
thorized to  pin  their  Faith  upon  the  pofitive  Opinion 
bf  an  old  Woman,  however  experienced,  nor  much 
pore  upon  the  uncertain  Belief  of  a  Gentleman 
Ivhofe  general  Courfe  of  Practice  does  not  often 
|ead  him  into  Enquiries  of  this  Nature  :  But  per- 
haps, the  Doctor  may  have  an  Inclination  to  turn  his 
Thoughts  to  the  Study  of  Midwifry,  and,  therefore, 
|jvas  not  difpleafed  with  this  Opportunity  of  making 
|t  firft  Eflay  on  Elizabeth  Canning.  As  to  the  three  Co- 
kdjutors  in  this  Examination,  the  very  near  Affinity  of 
■be  one,  and  the  profelTed  Attachment  of  the  two  others 
||o  this  Girl,  may,  not  improbably,  render  their  Im- 
partiality fufpe&ed.  Moreover,  the  Ambiguity  of 
I  their 
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their  Verdift,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  not  very  greatly 
contribute  to  enhance  the  Value  of  her  boafted  Cha- 
ftity  :  Will  it  not  fubjedt  it  to  more  Doubt,  than  if 
fuch  an  Enquiry  had  never  been  made  ?   Obferve  it: 
They  only  declare  their  Belief  that  fhe  never  had  a 
Child  i   but  do  not  pretend  to  certify,  that  they 
were  of  Opinion  that  Elizabeth  Canning  continued  ■ 
a  Virgin,  or  that  fhe  had  never  been  pregnant.    ^   j  j 
After  giving  us  a  Second  Edition  of  Mr.  Fielding  s  j 
DifTertation  on  the  Congruity  between  Canning  and 
Hall  in  their  Depofitions,  with  fame  Additions  and 
Emendations,  our  Author  produces  his  corroborating 
Teftimonies.    "  Firjl,  The  Identity  of  the  Gipfey  j 
"  Woman,  and  her  Refidence  at,  and  about,  En-\ 
"  feld-Wajh,  from  the  Middle  of  December  laft,  quite  { 
"  through  the  whole  Month  of  January ,  attefted  by  j 
"  near  one  hundred  Witneffes  living  in  the  Neigh- j 
"  bourhood  of  Enfield"    It  may  be  obferyed,  that 
the  Friends  of  the  Profecution  againft  Squires  could  { 
not  but  be  apprifed,  that  an  alibi  Defence  would  j 
be  fet  up  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Behalf  of  the  old  Wo- 
man;  and  yet  none  but  one  John  Iniver,  a  Fellow ; 
whofe  Chara&erwill  as  little  bear  Infpeftion,  as  even! 
the  Worft  of  the  Gipfies,  could  at  that  Time  bej 
found  to  contradi£t  it.  What  a  furprizing  Inftance  is 
this  of  the  Utility  of  Advertifemenis !    Woe  be  to; 

the  three  Countrymen.  "  Secondly,  The  Tefti-; 

"  monies  of  two  or  three  who  favv  a  Girl  on  thej 
"  Enfield  Road,  on  the  Evening  on  which  Canning 
u  fays  fhe  efcaped  from  Mother  Wells's.  —  Theyi 
"  defcribe  her  Drefs  to  be  a  ftiort,  ragged,  dirtjji 
**  Covering  over  her  Shoulders,  without  any  Stays.; 
"  with  a  dirty  Rag  on  her  Head  for  a  Cap,  and  de-  > 
"  clare  their  Belief  that  fhe  is  the  very  Perfon  thej 
<c  faw  that  Evening  in  the  Enfield  Road:  One  o  I 

"  then 
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€€  them  Thomas  Bennet  of  Enfield  mentions  a  re* 
<c  markable  Circwnjlance,  that  fhe  afked  him  the  Way 
"  to  London,  and  told  him  fhe  had  been  frightned 
"  by  the  Tanner's  Dog."  That  there  fhould  be  only 
two  or  three  to  prove  this  Fa£r,  is  modeft  enough  ; 
but  might  not  that  ragged  Drefs  be  applicable  to 
twenty  others,  on  that  populous  Road,  which  com- 
monly abounds  with  Beggars  ?  Or  will  their  fimple 
Belief  of  her  being  the  very  Perfon,  think  you, 
have  any  great  Weight  with  an  underftanding  Jury  r 
Mr.  Bennett  remarkable  Circumftance  of  the  Tan- 
ner's Dog  is  not  altogether  fo  fortunate ;  for  it  will, 
perhaps,  appear  more  than  a  little  aftonifhing  to 
fome,  that  fhe  fhould  not  before  have  recolle£ted  fo 
fingular  an  Occurrence,  efpecially  as  her  good  Friend 
Mr.  Robert  Skarrat  was  fo  kind,  the  Night  fhe  came 
Home,  as  to  put  her  in  Mind  of  the  Tanner's  Houfe** 
— '  Thirdly,  The  Acknowledgements  of  their  Guilt, 
|  both  from  Mother  Wells  and  the  Gipfey  Woman. 
«  The  former  to  feveral  Perfons  at  different  Times 
I  in  Clerkenwell  Prifon,  before  the  Trial,  and  the 
4  latter  during  her  Trial  at  the  Old  Bailey •/  Now 
for  a  Specimen  of  Affidavits,  Mr.  Hickman,  a  Dif- 
tiller,  of  Bijhopfgate-Jireet,  maketh  Oath  f  ,  "  That 
"  he  was  prefent  at  the  Trial  of  Mary  Squires ;  that 
"  he  flood  near  the  faid  Squires  j  and  while  Mr* 
1  Juftice  Wright  was  fumming  up  the  Evidence  to 
"  the  Jury,  and  immediately  after  he  had  repeated, 
M  that  Canning  had  fv/orn  that  Squires  had  cut  off 
Mj  her  Stays,  and  turned  her  up  Stairs,  the  faid 
f  Squires  did  fay,  Poor  innocent  Creature,  and  fo  / 
"  did,  I  wijh  I  had  never  feen  her.  Which 
r  Words,  this  Deponent  pofitively  fays,  he  heard 
G  «  the 

1  *  See  above,  Page  28.  f  Dr.  Car's  Appeal, 
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€<  the  faid  Squirts  then  and  there  fpeak  and  ejacu- 
44  late ;  and  this  Deponent  informed  his  Wife  of  the 
44  the  faid  Confeffion  of  Mary  Squires  in  the  Even- 
44  ing  of  the  fame  Day;  and  he  is  from  thence 
44  fully  convinced,  that  the  faid  Squires  is  guilty  of 
44  the  Robbery  and  Felony  whereof  (he  was  con- 
44  vifted." 

4  Mr.  Mead,  a  Shoe-maker,  in  Silver-Jlreet,  Lon~ 
4  dotty  maketh  Oath,'  44  That  he  was  prefent  at  the 
*'  Trial  of  Mary  Squires,  and  that  he  heard  her 
44  fay  (when  Mr.  Lyon,  Evidence  for  the  King,  on 
44  Behalf  of  Elizabeth  Canning,  was  under  Exami- 
44  nation)  44  That  he  (Lyon)  was  a  venerable  old 
44  Gentleman,  and  would  hang  her-,  and  that  Virtue 
44  Hall  would  fave  Mother  Wells,  and  hang  her; 
44  but  that  Wells  was  as  guilty  as  Jhe or  to  that 
44  Effe&  :  And  the  Deponent  fpoke  publickly  of  this 
44  to  his  Friends  on  the  fame  Day." 

4  Mr.  Surby  of  Silver-Jlreet  fweareth  the  fame, 
•  with  this  Addition,  4C  That  he  leaned  on  the  Bar 
44  during  the  Trial,  and  that  Squires  farther  faid, 
44  That  the  poor  young  Gentlewoman,  meaning  Eliza- 
44  beth  Canning,  had  been  ill  ufed"  And  he  doth 
4  believe  Squires  guilty/ 

What  think  you  of  thefe  Depofitions,  and  what  ; 
of  the  Deponents  ?  Fletcher  has  not  lefs  aptly  thaa  i 
humouroufly  characterized  an  Informer  to  be  one,  : 
who  44  brings  Informations,  picked  out  of  broken 
44  Words  in  Mens  common  Talk,  which,  with  his; 
44  malicious  Mif-application>  he  hopes  will  feem: 
44  dangerous  That  it  is  poffible  for  Malevolence 
to  affix  a  criminal  Meaning  to  the  moft  innocen; 
Form  of  Speech,  will  hardly  admit  of  any  Doubt  j 
However,  I  (hall  very  willingly  acquit  thefe  Gentle 

men'  i 

*  In  a  Comedy  called  the  Womaa-Hater, 
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mens  Hearts  of  any  ill  Intention,  and  wifh  I  could 
as  well  apologize  for  their  Heads.  Thefe  Wit- 
neflcs  will  certainly  admit,  that  there  were  other 
Perfons  near  the  Gipfey  at  the  Time  {he  is  faid  to 
have  made  ufe  of  thefe  Expreilions  ;  fome  of  them, 
Men  endued  with  Underftanding,  as  well  as  fur- 
nilhed  with  Ears,  who  confidered  the  Words  in 
the  firlt  of  the  above  Depofitions  as  a  Protefta- 
tion  of  her  Innocence,  rather  than  an  Acknow- 
ledgement of  her  Guilt.  One  of  the  Gentle- 
men's Miftake  feems  to  have  been  owing  only 
to  his  having  added  two  fmall  Particles,  and  fa, 
to  what  the  old  Woman  really  did  fay  ;  whereby 
the  Phrafe  is  rendered  alTertory,  which  appeared  to 
others  to  be  intended  merely  expoftulatory  ;  I  did? 
1  wijh  I  had  never  Jeen  her  :  And  furely  (lie  was  not 
without  fufficient  Caufe  to  wifti  fo.  This  Method 
of  Expreflion  feems  to  have  been  familiar  to  her,  for 
.  when  fhe  was  firft  accufed  of  this  Robbery,  flie  ad- 
dreffed  herfelf  to  Canning ,  as  I  am  told.,  in  a  fimi- 
lar  Manner  :  /  robbed  you.  Madam  f  I  never  faw 
your  Face  before  in  my  Life, 

It  will  require  an  extremely  forced  Interpretation, 
to  infer  any  Appearance  of  aConfeffion  of  G  uilt  from 
the  Tefiimonies  of  the  two  latter  Deponents ;  Can- 
dour and  Impartiality  would  fuppofe,  that  among  a, 
Number  of  Witneffes,  obftinately  perfevering  in  the 
Wrong  to  her  Prejudice,  (he  might  apprehend  Mr, 
Lyon's  venerable  Age  and  Deportment  gave  him  the 
beft  Title  to  Credit;  that  Virtue  HalhnouU  rather 
incline  to  favour  Wells^  with  whom  flie  had  lived 
for  fome  Time,  than  her,  who  was  an  entire 
I  Stranger  ;  wherefore,  if  there  muft  be  a  Sacrifice,  (lie 
I  expected  to  be  herfelf  the  Victim  ;  notwithftanding 
t  which,  ihe  was  no  more  criminal  than  Welh^  or  in 
G  2  .other 
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other  Words,  that  they  neither  of  them  knew  any 
Thing  of  the  Matter. 

The  Affidavits  relative  to  Wells9s  Confeffion,  do 
not  appear  to  me  of  more  Importance  than  thofe 
concerning  Squires.  One  Olney^  called  a  Farmer  and 
Grazier  at  Northawe^  fwears  that  Wells  faid  to  him 
in  Bridewell^  that,  it  was  not  her  that  cut  the  Girl's 
Stays  off,  it  was  the  Gipfey  Woman  that  did  it. — 
The  Reftoration  of  only  two  Words  omitted,  per- 
haps accidentally  in  this  Depofition,  will  give  this 
Teftimony  quite  a  contrary  Appearance :  Let  it  be 
read,  it  %v as  not  me ^  Canning  says,  cut  her  Stays 
off,  it  was  the  old  Gipfey  Woman.  Herein  fhe 
told  no  more  than  what  was  allowed  to  be  true, 
for  fhe  was  not  accufed  of  doing  it.  —  This  I  be- 
lieve the  Deponent  himfelf  will  admit  to  be  the  real 
State  of  the  Cafe,  as  well  as  that  Wells  afterwards 
added,  her  never  having  feen  nor  heard  of  the  Girl, 
till  the  Day  (he  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Olney  I  have 
a  perfonal  Knowledge  of,  and  look  upon  him  as  a 
Man  of  Integrity,  and  to  be  poflefled  of  as  much 
natural  Underftanding  as  moft  in  his  Station  of  Life ; 
yet,  without  impeaching  any  of  his  good  Qualities, 
he  might  not  be  confcious  of  the  Confequence  of 
this  Omiffion,  either  when  he  read  over  his  Affida- 
vit, or  when  he  heard  it  read  to  him.  A  ftrong  In- 
dication how  little  Confidence  ought  to  be  repofed 
in  thefe  extrajudicial  Teftimonies. 

Dr.  Cox  alfo  gives  us  the  Affidavits  of  two  others, 
Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Ward*  who  fwear  that  Wells 
acknowledged  to  them,  that  the  Girl  was  confined  j 
iwher  Houfe  eight-and- twenty  Days:  As  I  am  an 
entire  Stranger  to  thele  Gentlemen,  and  this  Con~< 
verfation  mutt  in  all  Likelihood  have  pafled  only  be-; 
tween  themfclves,   it  cannot  be  expe&ed  that  I 

fhould 
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fliould  have  much  to  fay  about  it;  wherefore  I  (hall 
only  obferve,  that,  if  this  Acknowledgement  was 
really  made  in  the  Manner  it  is  here  reprefented, 
it  may  be  confidered  as  an  additional  Oddity  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Tranfaction  ;  for  it  will  be  difficult 
to  affign  any  tolerable  Reafon,  why  Wells  fliould 
make  two  Strangers  the  Confidents  of  a  Confeffion, 
that  might  have  been  employed  fo  greatly  to  her 
Prejudice  on  her  then  approaching  Trial ;  nor  can 
it  be  thought  to  add  either  to  the  Candour  or  Weight 
of  their  Evidence,  that  it  was  not  produced  at 
that  Trial,  feeing  Teftimonies  fo  pofitive,  as  thefe 
are  faid  to  be,  could  not  but  have  been  of  great  Ufe 
to  a  Caufe  confeffedly  doubtful,  and  might,  perhaps, 
have  prevented  the  fubfequent  Enquiry. 

I  am  willing  to  hope,  though  it  can  fcarce  be 
expedled,  that  the  unpubliflied  Affidavits  are  of  more 
Confequence,  than  thofe  our  Author  has  felected. 
This  I  fincerely  wifh,  not  only  for  the  Sake  of  the 
Girl,  for  whom  I  have  ftill  fome  Remains  of  Ten- 
dernefs  and  Compaflion ;  but  alfo  for  the  Justifica- 
tion of  her  Friends,  whofe  Conduct,  without  fome 
fuch  Teftimonials  being  produced,  can  hardly  be  vin- 
dicated. The  Doctor  intimates,  that  the  Publica- 
tion of  the  reft  of  thefe  Affidavits  is  defigned>  but 
in  an  Advertifement  *  prefixed  to  the  fecond  Bdi- 
G  3  tion 

*  The  firft  Edition  of  this  Treatife  was  publimed  on 
Saturday  Noon,  June  9.  —  About  Ten  at  Night  on  the 
fame  Day,  the  Grand  Jury,  who  had  fate  three  Days 
,  examining  WitnefTes,  found  Bills  of  Indictment  for  Per- 
jury againft  Gibbon,  Clarke,  and  Greville,  the  Gipfey's 
WitnefFes  on  the  Trial,  and  like  wife  againft  Elizabeth 
Canning.  This  of  courfe  prevents  the  Publication  of  the 
Affidavits  mentioned  in  this  Treatife,  at  leaft  till  after 
the  Trial. 
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lion  of  his  Pamphlet,  tells  us,  that  the  Bills  of  In- 
dictment having  been  found  againft  the  Girl,  this 
Defign  muft  be  for  fome  Time  delayed.  This  Ad- 
vertisement may  be  confidered  as  a  ftrong  Confirma- 
tion of  what  I  before  obferved  *,  that  if  the  Lord- 
mayor  had  not  continued  the  Profecution  againft 
Cannings  the  three  Countrymen  would  have  re- 
mained unmolefted,  notwithfianding  their  fuppofed 
Perjury. 

As  there  were  fome  Circumftances  relative  to  the 
Evidence,  which  it  was  impoffible  for  you  to  be  ac- 
quainted with,  the  Communicating  fuch  as  1 
knew  will,  I  hope,  be  a  fufficient  Apology  for 
thefe  Remarks  upon  Dr.  Cox.  The  Pleafure  I 
al  vvays  take  in  obliging  you,  for  the  moft  Part  ex- 
tends my  Letters  to  an  uncommon  Length,  efpeci- 
ally  when  Canning  is  the  principal  Subject  of  them: 
But  of  her  you  will  hardly  hear  further  from  me  till 
after  the  Trial  of  the  Weft  Countrymen.  In  the 
mean  While  I  fhall  ever  be  ready  to  obey  any  Com- 
mands you  fhall  be  pleafed  to  lay  upon. 


Sir, 


London,  Tour  tnojl  obedient  Servant, 

July  14,  1753. 

*  *  # 


•  Above,  Page  113. 
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LETTER  X. 


Dear  Sir, 

TH  E  Trial  of  the  three  Countrymen*  from 
whence  the  Publick  promifed  themfelves  the 
Satisfaction  of  being  convinced,  at  leaft  of  the 
Gipfey's  Guilt  or  Innocence,  is  over  3  but  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  as  has  difappointed  not  only  mine,  but 
the  general  Expectation  :  Before  I  defcend  to  Parti- 
culars, it  will  not  be  amifs  to  take  Notice  of  fome 
of  the  antecedent  Tranfa&ions.  All  Hopes  of  hav- 
ing Canning  produced  were  anticipated  by  the  fol- 
lowing Paragraph,  publiflied  more  than  once  in  a 
News  Paper,  a  few  Days  before  the  Seffions*.  4  It 
c  is  now  generally  believed  that  Elizabeth  Canning 
4  will  not  appear  to  take  her  Trial  at  the  enfuing 
*  Seffions,  nor  can  it  well  be  conceived  when  (he 
4  can  appear ,  unlefs  fome  publick-fpirited  Perfons  of 
4  Weight  and  Fortune  fhould  efpoufe  her  Caufe,  and 
4  enable  her  to  make  a  proper  Defence  againft  the 
4  Riches  and  Power  publickly  avowed  to  be  employed 
4  againft  her.  —  It  is  faid,  that  her  Friends  have 
4  already  incurred  an  Expence  of  near  four  hun- 
c  clred  Pounds^  and  have  received  of  the  Publick, 
G  4  4  about 


*  Gazetteer,  Auguft  28. 
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c  about   one  hundred  and  fifty or  fixiy  Pounds ; 

*  a  great  Burthen  for  a  few  Tradefmen  to  bear, 
€  and  in  a  Caufe  not  themfelves  alone,  but  the  whole 
c  Community  is  deeply  interefted.  ■ — So  that  with 
c  the  Weight  of  fuch  an  Oppofition  againft  her, 

*  how  can  fhe  (unable  as  {he  is  to  fupport  the  Ex- 

*  pence  of  proper  Council  to  plead  her  Caufe,  and 

*  the  Charge  of  producing  her  numerous  Witnefles, 
c  which  to  one  Fa&,  or  other,  amount,  as  is  faid, 

*  to  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  Perfons)  expe£t  to 
4  obtain  that  equal  Justice,  which  every  Eng- 
€  lish  Subject  has  a  Right  to.  —  That  thefe 

*  Things  are  not  faid  without  Foundation,  any  one 

*  may  judge,  who  will  weigh  well  the  following 

*  extraordinary  Paragraph  in  the  Daily  Advertifer,  of 
<  Monday,  Auguft  6/ 

"  We  hear  that  the  Gipfey's  Witnefles  will  cer- 
"  tainly  appear  and  take  their  Trial  at  the  next  Sef- 
c<  fions,  and  above  a  hundred  Witnefles  are  fubpoena'd 
*c  to  attend  the  fame :  Befide  the  immenfe  Trouble 
<c  my  Lord-mayor  has  fuftained  from  his  enquiring 
11  into  Cannings  Affair,  it  is  thought  his  Lord(hip*s 
4C  Expence  will  greatly  exceed  one  thou/and  Pounds, 
<c  unlefs  Canning  fhould  be  tried  at  the  fame  Time, 
<c  which  there  is  no  Profpeft  of." 

It  may  be  owing  to  my  Want  of  Penetration;  but 
I  muft  confefs  myfelf  unable  to  underftand  from  the 
laft  cited  Paragraph,  any  Thing  like  an  Avowal  of 
employing  an  undue  Weight  of  Power  arid  Riches 
againft  Canning,  as  is  infinuated  in  the  preceding 
one.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Lord-mayor  hath 
«ver  threatned,  or  put  in  Force,  any  other  Power, 
than  what  abfolutely  became  him  as  a  Magiftrate, 
by  iffuing  his  Warrant  againft  a  Perfon,  he  had 
the  utmoft  Reafon  to  think,  guilty  of  an  Offence,  that 

called 
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called  loudly  for  Punilhment;  and  as  to  what  is 
faid  in  Regard  to  the  Expence  his  Lordfhip  has  and 
will  be  at,  it  may  rather  be  confidered  as  a  Remon- 
firance  againft  the  Obftinacy  of  his  Opponents,  who 
may,  perhaps,  not  unjuftly  be  thought  to  have  given 
Occafion  unneceflarily  to  this  Expence.  If  the  De- 
tection of  Guilt,  or  the  Inveftigation  of  Truth,  had 
equally  and  alone  regulated  the  Conduct  of  each 
Party,  furely  thefe  laudable  Purpofes  might  have 
been  anfwered  without  this  extravagant  Profufion  of 
Money.  That  this  Enquiry  and  its  Confequences 
mull  unavoidably  have  coft  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne  no 
fmall  Sum,  will  not  appear  furprizing  to  any  one 
who  will  give  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  reflect  at  what 
a  Diftance  the  Scene  lay,  that  was  to  furnifh  the 
Satisfaction  he  was  folicitous  after.  The  Witneffes 
to  prove  the  Gipfey's  Innocence  (at  leaft  the  greater 
Part  of  them)  live  upwards  of  a  hundred  Miles  dif- 
tant ;  once  he  was  obliged  to  fend  for  fome  of  them 
to  Town  to  fave  the  old  Woman's  Life ;  twice  have 
a  confiderable  Number  of  them  attend  at  the  Old 
Bailey  to  indict  Canning  ;  fince  when  Gibbons^  Clarke^ , 
and  Greville  have  been  again  obliged  to  corne  to 
London  to  plead  to  their  Indictments:  Now  they  muft 
attend  to  take  their  Trials,  and  muft  bring  win  them 
all  their  WitnelTes,  at  leaft  fifty  in  Number  j  and,  if 
the  Friends  of  this  Girl  fliould  hereafter  think  fit  to 
furrender  her,  it  will  be  neceflary  for  all  thefe  Per- 
fons  to  make  another  Tour  to  Town  to  give  Evi- 
dence againft  her.  Thefe  reiterated  Journies  can- 
not be  accompanied  with  very  little  Charge ;  and,, 
if  to  thefe  are  added  the  neceflary  Contingencies  of 
maintaining  fo  many  People  during  their  Stay  here,, 
and  the  incidental  Expences  of  the  Law,  it  may  pof- 
fibly  require  fome  CEconomy  to  bring  all  the  rtqui- 
G  5  fue 
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lite  Difburfments  even  within  the  alledged  Sum  ; 
efpecially  feeing  the  Cofts  have  been  confefiedly  made 
to  run  fo  high  on  the  other  Side,  who  have  not  la- 
boured under  any  of  thefe  Inconveniences ;  their 
Witneffes  living  within  but  a  very  few  Miles  of 
this  Town,  and  many  of  them  in  it ;  and,  who  have 
not  been  obliged  to  maintain  thofe  Witnefles  fo  long 
or  fo  often,  as  has  been  incumbent  on  thofe  who  have 
undertaken  the  Defence  of  Squires.    Thefe  Circum- 
ftances  being  duly  weighed,  is  it  not  amazing  to 
think  how  four  hundred  Pounds  could  have  been 
fairly  expended  in  Behalf  of  Canning  ?    It  is  re- 
ported that  it  coft  fixty  Pounds  to  obtain  only  the 
Conviction  of  the  Gipfey  and  Wells :  This  indeed 
may  in  fome  Meafure  account  for  the  reft ;  for  if  fo 
much  Money  was  wanting  to  carry  on  a  Profecu- 
tion,  that  could  meet  with  little  or  no  Oppofition, 
from  the  known  Indigence  of  the  Accufed,  at  that 
Time  wholly  unfupported ;  and  when  the  Evidences 
confifted  all,  except  one,   of  the  Girl's  profefled 
Friends,  who,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  would  add  to 
her  Expences ;  the  Wonder  ceafes,  and  we  need  not 
be  furprized  if  they  fhould  want  as  much  more  as 
they  fay  they  have  fpent.    But  is  this  an  adequate 
Plea  for  impofing  a  new  Tax  on  the  Humanity  of 
the  Publick  ?  Have  their  alledged  Expences  been 
no  more  than  abfolutely  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the 
Caufe  ?    What  Benefit  could  be  expelled  to  Canning 
from  twice  profecuting  the  Weft-country  Men  ?  To 
what  Purpofe  have  they  been  at  the  Charge  of  bring- 
ing all,  or  the  greatej?  Part  of  their  numerous  Train 
of  Witnefles,  to  fwear  to  Depofitions  in  Writing  ?  a 
Meafure  in  itfelf  illegal,  and  of  a  dangerous  Tendency: 
Or  are  the  Publick  to  pay  for  being  impofed  on  by 
inflammatory  Advertifements,  and  abuJive  Publica- 
tions ? 
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tions  ?  There  is  one  Thing  ftill  more  unac- 
countable, which  Is,  that  the  Advocates  for  Cannings 
at  the  fame  Time  they  complain  of  Poverty,  and 
thereby  an  Inability  to  procure  equal  Jujlice^  fnould 
themfelves  purfue  every  Step,  whereby  thefe  very  Ex- 
penses muft  be  greatly  accumulated;  I  mean,  by 
their  Endeavours  to  remove  thefe  Caufes  into  the 
Court  of  Kings-Bench^  of  which  I  have  taken  Notice 
before*.  However,  that  this  may  no  longer  be  an 
Excufe,  Affiftance  has  been  offered  them,  as  you 
will  fee  by  the  annexed  Advertifement  f,  but  upon 
Terms  they  do  hot  chufe  to  accept. 

But  proceed  we  to  this  important  Trial.  On 
Saturday^  the  eighth  of  this  Month,  according  to  the 
Courfe  of  the  Court  at  the  Old  Bailey \  the  Indict* 
ments  of  "John  Gibbon,  William  Clarke,  and  Thomas 
Grevilky  were  called  on  ;  upon  which  the  Lord- 
mayor  immediately  quitted  the  Chair,  and  retired 
out  of  Court.    But  what  was  the  Aftonifliment  of 

,  not 

*  Page  114. 

f  As  the  Publick  cannot  but  be  greatly  interefted  irk 
the  Detection  of  the  complicated  Scenes  of  Perjury, 
that  has  already  appeared  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Elisabeth 
Canning,  tho'  on  which  Side  is  difficult  to  determine  1 
for  the  bringing  this  dark  and  intricate  Affair  to  Lights 
as  well  that  the  Guilty  may  be  punifhed,  as  the  Inno- 
cent vindicated,  which  at  prefent  (as  it  is  alledged)  is- 

hindered  by  the  Want  of  Money  on  the  one  Part;  

Notice  is  hereby  given,  in  order  to  obviate  this  Objec- 
tion, (provided   proper  Security  is  forthwith  entered 
i  into  for  the  producing  the  faid  Elizabeth  Canning  to  take 
:  her  Trial  at  the  next  OSiober  Seflions)  That  the  Sum  of" 
ffty  Pounds  is  depofited,  and  mall  be  immediately  paid 
I  in  to  the  Managers  on  her  Behalf,  by  John  Kirk,  Ea« 
graver,  in  St.  PauPs  Church-yard* 
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not  only  the  Bench,  but  of  every  Body  prefent,  to 
find,  that  inftead  of  any  Endeavours  to  fupport  the 
Charge  brought  againft  thefe  Men,  three  Parchment 
Writings,  faid  to  be  Writs  of  Certiorari,  were  offer'd, 
to  remove  the  feveral  Indictments  into  the  Court  of 
Kings-Bench :  Upon  which,  Mr.  Davy,  who  was  of 
Council  with  the  Defendants,  expreffed  his  Surprize 
at  this  Attempt,  as  well  becaufe  he  knew  fuch 
W rits  had  been  refufed,  upon  an  Application  made 
the  laft  Day  of  the  laft  Term,  by  the  Profecutors, 
for  that  Purpofe  :  As  for  that,  the  Defendants  had 
acted  fo  candidly,  as  to  have  given  Notice  (which  * 
they  were  not  obliged  to)  eight  Days  before ;  and 
had  a  great  Number  of  WitnefTes,  many  of  them 
brought  from  very  diftant  Parts,  and  at  a  vaft  Ex- 
pence,  now  attending  to  manifeft  the  Innocence  of 
the  Defendants — Upon  this,  the  Perfon  who  brought 
thefe  Writs  was  afked,  Who  he  was  ?  How  he  came 
by  them  ?  And  how  thefe  Writs  had  been  obtained  ?  To 
all  which  Interrogatories  he  replied,  that  he  was 
Clerk  to  Mr,  Myles  the  Attorney,  who  was  out  of  j 
Town  ;  that  he  had  the  Writs  delivered  to  him  by 
Mr.  Myles'j  Brother,  a  DiJliHer,  and  that  he  himfelf 

knew  nothing  farther  of  the  Matter.-  rl  his  Anfwer 

not  being  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Court,  they  or-  j 
dered  him  to  take  the  Writs  back  again,  advifed  an  j 
Enquiry  to  be  made,  by  what  Means  they  had  been 
obtained,  and  directed  the  Trials  to  be  called  on. 

The  Indictment  ag <  inft  John  Gibbon  being  read, 
the  feveral  WitnefTes  on  the  Back  of  the  Bill  (a  long  j 
Train  of  them  there  was  indeed)  were  called  in  j 
the  ufual  Form,  to  attend  and  give  Evidence;  but  j 
only  one  Mary  Woodward  appeared,  who  being  j 
iworn,  declared  (he  knew  nothing  of  the  Matter  :  At  jj 
the  Defire  of  the  Defendant's  Council.,  an  Officer  I 

was 
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was  fent  to  the  Profecutors,  requiring  their  Attend- 
ance on  the  Court ;  but  none  of  them  appearing, 
the  Defendant  was  in  courfe  acquitted. — In  the 
fame  Manner  alfo  went  off  the  Indictments  againft 
Clarke  and  Greville. 

Thus  ended  thefe  fo  earneftly  wifhed-for  Trials, 
which,  it  was  univerfally  expected,  would  have  un- 
ravelled fome  of  the  Perplexities  of  this  obfcure  Trans- 
action, leaving  us  almoft  without  a  Hope  of  its  ever 
being  further  explained  :  In  this  Uncertainty,  what 
ftiall  be  our  Guide  to  determine  the  Guilt  or  Inno- 
cence of  either  Party  ?  What  ?  unlefs  we  may  be 
permitted  impartially  to  examine  the  Condudt  of  both, 
and  let  their  Adtions  mutually  fpeak  for  themfelves  : 
Truth  is  ever  candid,  always  ingenuous :  nor  can 
Innocence  ftand  in  need  of  Artifices  or  Subterfuges* 
The  World  may  be  for  a- while  amufed  with  Promifes 
and  Expe&ations  ;  but  when  they  find  thefe  Pro- 
mifes mere  Amufements,  and  thefe  Expectations 
totally  difappointed,  they  will  take  the  Liberty  of 
judging  for  themfelves ;  and  though,  it  is  very  pof- 
fible  their  Decifions  may  be  wrong,  who  judge  only 
by  Appearances  ;  but  when  nothing  elfe  is  afforded 
them  to  diredt  thofe  Decifions,  they  will  be  deemed 
conclufive,  till  better  Evidence  is  laid  before  them, 

What  can  be  offered  in  Excufe  for  the  Profecu- 
tors  in  thefe  Indictments  ?  To  fay  they  were  un- 
willing of  afraid  of  trying  thefe  Men  in  that  Court, 
would  be  in  fome  Meafure  an  Arraignment  of  the 
Judgment  and  Probity  of  the  Citizens  of  London  who 
compofed  the  Jury  :  To  urge  that  they  had  not 
Time  fufficient  to  prepare  themfelves,  after  the  early 
Notice  given  them,  and  after  their  repeated  Vaunt- 
ings  of  the  Number  of  their  Witnefles,  who  might 
at  a  fliort  Warning  be  colle&cdj  would  be  as  idle  as 
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impertinent :  To  determine  their  prefent  Manage-* 
ment  by  their  paft  Conduct,  may,  perhaps,  be 
thought  partial  or  cruel ;  yet,  what  other  Means 
have  we,  who  are  not  privy  to  the  fecret  Springs  of 
their  A&ions,  whereby  to  regulate  ouf  Judgment  ? 
Let  Mr.  Fielding's,  Mr.  Dod's,  and  Dr.  Cox's  Apo- 
logies be  ferioufly  weighed,  are  they  n^t  evafive  and 
elufory?  May  not  this  very  Prolecution  be  now 
juftly  confidered  merely  as  aDefign  to  ftifle  this  En- 
quiry in  its  Birth  ?  What  can  be  thought  of  their 
deferring  it  in  this  unexpected  Manner,  but  that  they 
were  confcious  of  the  Infuificiency  of  their  boafted 
Proofs,  or  were  fearful  of  fubje&ing  to  a  crofs  Exa- 
mination Canning,  who  had  fo  manifeftly  contra- 
didted  herfelf  before  ?  Does  not  the  very  attempting 
to  bring  Certiorari9 s  on  the  Day  of  Trial,  after  every 
neceffary  Expence  had  been  laid  out  in  Behalf  of  the 
Defendants,  carry  with  it  the  highefl  Marks  of 
Difingenuity  ? 

Why  was  not  this  Intention  declared  fooner  ?  Or 
is  it  at  all  compatible  with  their  pretended  Poverty  ? 
In  a  Word,  is  there  not  the  higheft  Reafon  to  fufpe£l 
Canning's  Innocence,  who,  with  all  the  Advantages 
of  a  well  eftablifhed  Reputation,  under  the  Protection 
of  many  and  able  Friends,  and  with  but  a  fmall  com- 
parative Share  of  Prejudice  againft  her,  has  thought 
fit  to  fecrete  herfelf  from  a  judicial  Enquiry,  after 
having  herfelf,  by  her  Advocates,  provoked  the  In* 
quifition  ? 

Time  only  muft  evince  whether  any  further  Light 
will  ever  be  given  to  this  extraordinary  Affair ;  but 
though  I  admit  that  there  is  a  reafonable  Caufe  of 
Sufpicion,  yet  I  fcarce  know  how  to  comprehend 
Canning's  being  a  perfeft  Impoftor  ;  that  a  young 
sutlefs  Girl,  hitherto  not  only  unpra&iced  in,  but 
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•alfo  unfufpe£ted  of,  any  Vice,  fhould  at  once  render 
herfelf  guilty  of  the  joint  Crimes  of  wilful  Perjury ^ 
and  intentional  Murder,  is  inconceivable  to  me,  and5 
I  believe,  to  any  common  Apprehenfion  :  Thofe 
who  efpoufe  her  are  Men  of  Weight,  Fortune,  and 
Reputation ;  can  it  be  imagined  fuch  People  would 
venture  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Refpeft  now  juftly  paid 
them,  in  Support  of  any  Thing  they  had  not  full 
Convidtion  was  right  ?  The  whole  Story  is  as  truly 
marvellous  as  the  confequent  Proceedings  have  been 
really  unaccountable.  Have  you  ever,  in  the  Courfe 
of  your  Acquaintance  with  Men  or  Books,  met  with 
any  Thing  equal  to  it  ?  If  it  is  poffible,  folve  thefe 
Difficulties  for  me,  and  thereby  fubjeci  to  further 
Obligations, 


London^  Sept.  humble  Servant ^ 
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Dear  Sir, 

YO  U  will  perhaps  be  furprized  at  my  refuming 
the  Subject  of  Canning,  after  having  been  filent 
about  her  almoft  fix  Months  ;  but  this  Affair  is  re- 
vived in  fome  Meafure  unexpectedly,  and  with  no 
little  Eclat.  To  proceed  in  Order,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  give  an  Account  of  fome  intervening  Oc- 
currences, not  altogether  unworthy  of  Notice.  You 
may  remember  I  fent  you,  in  a  former  *,  a  pretty 
full  Detail  of  the  apprehending  Gibbons  and  Clarke, 
the  two  Abboisbury  Men,  and  the  fubfequent  Pro- 
ceedings thereon:  This  Tranfa£tion  being  deemed  as 
well  illegal  as  irregular,  Aftions  at  Law  were 
brought  againft  Mr.  Myles,  and  the  other  principal 
Aftors  in  that  extraordinary  Scene  ;  befide  which, 
an  Information  was  moved  for  againft  the  former  in 
the  Court  of  King' s- Bench,  and  Mr.  Myles  ordered 
to  ftiew  Caufe  why  it  fhould  not  be  granted  :  This 
was  argued  laft  Michaelmas  Term ,  when,  after 
hearing  Council  on  both  Sides,  the  Court  thought 
fit  to  reject  the  Motion :  The  Friends  of  the  Girl 
greatly  exulted  upon  this  fuppofed  Victory,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  Manner  of  their  reprefenting  it  in  one 
of,  the  publick  Papers  f .    What  Caufe  they  had  for 

Triumph, 

*  Page  92,  &c. 

f  Gazetteer,  Nov.  28,  1 75 3 .  Vefterday  [came  on  in 
the  Court  of  King1  s~Be  neb  a  Motion  for  an  Information 

againft 


[  *37  1 

Triumph,  will  be  evident  to  you  from  a  fimple  Nar- 
ration of  the  Fa£t ;  which,  as  I  am  very  credibly  in- 
formed, was  as  follows.  There  were  only  three  Judges 
on  the  Bench,  the  Chief  being  indifpofed,  at  the 
hearing  this  Matter ;  one  of  them  was  clearly  for 
granting  the  Information  ;  all  three  fignified  their 
Difapprobation  of  Mr.  My/es's  Conduit,  and  the 
Reafons  affigned  for  rejecting  the  Motion,  were 
merely  companionate :  An  A&ion  being  then  de- 
pending againft  him  on  the  fame  Account,  for  which 
he  was  alfo  liable  to  be  profecuted  by  Indidment ; 
they  thought  it  favoured  too  much  of  Perfecution, 
that  any  Man  fhould  be  fubje&ed  to  three  different 
Punifliments  for  the  fame  Offence.  I  have  been 
the  more  particular  in  relating  this  Affair,  becaufe 
the  Honourablenefs  of  Mr.  Myks's  Acquittal  has 
been  fmce  publickly  infifted  on. 

You  cannot  but  have  obferved  that  the  Advocates 
of  this  Girl  have  all  along  betrayed  an  earneft  Incli- 
nation to  remove  the  Decifion  of  this  Affair  to  a 
fuperior  Court :  You  have  alfo  feen  by  what  Means 
this  Attempt,  when  jointly  made,  came  to  be  ren- 
dered 

againft  Mr.  Mytes,  an  Attorney  at  Law,  for  a  Mifde- 
Upanor,  in  apprehending  two  of  the  Gipfey's  Witneffes 
j(who  on  her  Trial  for  robbing  Elizabeth  Canning  fwore 
I  her  at  Abbot/bury)  and  bringing  one  of  them  to  London 
.upon  Warrant,  faid  to  be  illegal ;  when  the  Court  held, 
that  Mr.  Myles  had  aded  legally,  and  deferred  a  different 
Treatment  than  a  Complaint,  and  denied  the  Informa- 
tion.—And  now  it  is  hoped  that  the  Gentleman  at 
whofe  Expence  this  Motion  was  made,  will  apply  him- 
felf  ferioufly  to  try  in  that  Court  the  Queftion  fo  much 
idefired  to  be  tried,  <wa.  Whether  Canning  or  the  Gipfey's 
[Witneffes  fwore  true  upon  that  Trial ;  and  that  Elizabeth 
\Canninz%  Friends  will  bail  or  produce  her  for  that 
[Purpofe. 
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tiered  impra&icable*.  Neverthelefs,  we  are  told  in 
the  Daily  Advertifer^  of  Friday^  December  7,  that 
4£  Cannings  Friends  have  twice  waited  on  Sir  Crifp1 
€C  Gafcoyne,  to  defire        to  ctftfcwr         them  in  re- 

moving  the  Caufe  into  the  Court  of  King's-Benchy 
u  and  offering  to  give  fufficient  Bail  for  her  Appear- 
<c  ance  in  that  Court"  Does  not  the  Infertion  of  this 
Paragraph  feem  intended  to  throw  an  Imputation  on 
that  Alderman,  as  if  the  Delay  of  publick  Juftice 
was  owing  to  him  ?  They  knew  that  he  could 
not  concur  with  them,  in  fuch  a  Motion,  without 
offering  a  high  Indignity  to  a  certain  truly  refpe&able 
Perfonage,  whofe  Station  and  Abilities  command 
the  utmoft  Refpe£t ;  nor  could  they  have  any  great 
Reafon  to  believe  that  fuch  an  Application  would 
meet  with  more  Succefs  now  than  it  did  before. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  News -papers  were  made 
not  lefs  fubfervient  to  the  Purpofes  of  the  Profecu- 
tion ;  the  Defendant's  Managers  were  frequently  put 
in  mind  that  the  Ninth  of  November  f  was  paft,  and 
therefore  the  Obje&ion  that  had  been  made  to  fur- 
rendering  her  before  that  Time  fubfifted  no  longer : 
However,  her  Friends  ftill  perfifted  in  their  Con- 
cealment of  the  Girl ;  nor  could  the  moft  diligent 
Search  after  her  difcover  where  (he  was.  Prepara- 
tions were  making  to  proceed  to  an  Outlawry,  and  1 
in  Confequence  of  Writs  of  Exigent  and  Proclama- 
iion  iflued  againft  Elizabeth  Canning  ;  on  Monday^  1 
"January  the  21ft,  Proclamation  was  made  at  the  I 
Seffions-houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey for  her  to  furrenderj 
and  take  her  Trial.  The  like  Proclamation  was 
likewife  at  different  Times  made  at  her  Parifh- 
Church,  upon  the  Huttings  at  Guild-Hall,  and  at 

*  Before,  Page  114.       i  Page  113. 
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the  Quarter  Seflions ;  and  flie  would  have  been  com- 
pleatly  outlawed,  had  (he  not  been  produced  in  the 
February  Seflions  :  Wherefore,  on  the  27  th  Day  of 
that  Month  (he  appeared,  and  pleaded  to  her  Indi£i> 
ment,  when  four  of  her  Friends  entered  into  Recog- 
nizances, in  the  Penalty  of  an  hundred  Pounds  each, 
that  (he  fhould  take  her  Trial  at  the  following 
Seflions. 

The  Surrender  of  this  Girl  feems  notlefs  pleafing 
to  the  Publick  than  to  the  refpe£tive  Parties,  who 
appear  equally  confident  of  Succefs ;  thofe  who  in- 
tereft  themfelves  in  Favour  of  the  Defendant,  have 
already  informed  us  what  mighty  Things  are  to  be 
expected  on  their  Part,  and  at  the  fame  Time  exhi- 
bited an  extraordinary  Specimen  of  their  Candour  and 
Moderation. 

General  Evening  Poft,  March  2,  1 754.  c  This 
Week  furrendered  herfelf  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and 
gave  in  unexceptionable  Bail  for  her  Appearance  the 
\April  Seflions,  to  an  Indi£frnent  for  Perjury,  Eliza- 
beth Canning,  who,  if  innocent,  is  doubtlefs  the 
moft  injured  Subject  in  Great  Britain.  Nothing,  in- 
deed, has  yet  appeared  in  Court  to  prove  her  other- 
|wife,  although  the  folicited  Recantation  of  a  common 
iPro/litute,  the  daily  Exaggerations  of  a  Writer  equally 
Ifhamelefs,  and  the  fiimfy  Reafonings  of  namelefs  Pam- 
Iphletteers,  may  have  been  termed  unanfwerable  by 
■Folly  and  Prejudice ,  becaufe  Elizabeth  Canning's 
[Friends  thought  them  beneath  an  Anfwer.  //  will 
[one  Day  be  known  by  what  Means  the  Royal  Clemency 
[was  fecured  to  the  Gipfey  after  fhe  had  partly  confejed 
>  her  Guilt,  while  the  Evidence  for  Elizabeth  Cannings 
the  Sufferer,  was  precluded  ;  as  well  as  by  what  Chi* 
wane  the  Elucidation  of  the  whole  Affair  at  JVeJlminJler 

was 
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was  poftponed,  till  the  Abhotjbury  Men  were  arraigned 
for  Perjury  at  the  Old  Bailey.  But  it  is  not  fit  the 
Publick  (hould  be  longer  ignorant,  that  the  Dis- 
charge of  the  Abhotjbury  Men  without  a  Trial  even 
there,  was  wholly  owing  to  the  Solicitor  employed 
againft  them  fuddenly  abandoning  the  Caufe,  either 
from  a  Dread  of  the  litigious  Profecution  then  car-< 
rying  on  againft  him  [of  which  he  has  been ftnce  honour- 
ably cleared)^  or  becaufe  Elizabeth  Canning's  Friends, 
who  had  already  fpent  far  beyond  the  Amount  of  the 
public  Contribution,  could  not  immediately  pay  him  a 
very  large  Sum.  This  Defertion,  which  was  not 
certainly  known  till  the  Thurfday  in  that  Seffions, 
neceffitated  an  Application  for  Certiorari 's  to  remove 
the  Abbotsbury  Men  to  the  fuperior  Court :  By  Satur- 
day Morning  they  were  obtained,  and  in  the  After-* 
noon  exhibited  at  the  Old  Bailey.  The  Men  being  dif- 
charged  notwithftanding,  Elizabeth  Canning  was  in- 
duced to  continue  in  Obfcurity,  till  the  EJlablijh- 
ment  of  thefe  Certiorari "s,  in  the  Court  they  iffued 
from,  afforded  inconiejlible  Reafons  for  the  Removal  of 
her  Caufe  thither  alfo.  The  proper  Period  for 
efFe&ing  a  Removal,  not  lefs  defired  by  the  Public 
than  Elizabeth  Canning,  is  now  elapfed  \  and,  in  fpite 
of  all  her  Wrongs,  (he  would  have  been  rendered 
infamous  by  an  Outlawry,  unlefs  fhe  had  con  Tented 
to  appear  this  Week  as  a  Criminal,  where  Circum- 
fiances  that  can  never  be  refined  away  have  already 
irrefragably  proved  her  innocent :  but  incapable  of  con- 
cealing herfelf  from  the  leaft  Confcioufnefs  of  Guilt,  and 
being  confident  that  the  Gipfey  will  be  proved  to  have 
been  as  certainly  at  Enfield,  during  the  Period  in  Que- 
ftion,  as  it  is  impoflible  to  prove  Elizabeth  Canning  her- 
felf was  then  elfewhere,  fhe  has  prudently  left  the 
Event  to  that  Providence  which  no  one  has  lefs  Rea- 

fon 
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Ton  to  diftruft,  and  which  fooner  or  later  covers  the 
Wicked  with  that  Confujion  they  meditate  for  others.* 

I  {hall  not  take  up  your  Time,  or  my  own,  with 
commenting  on  the  above  Paragraph  ;  the  Falsehood 
of  many  of  the  Suggeftions  therein  contained,  are 
too  obvious  to  make  a  Trouble  of  that  Sort  neceflary  : 
Notwithftanding  the  bold  Aflurances  it  expreffes,  I 
own  I  fear  for  Canning,  but  not  without  really  wifhing 
thofe  Fears  may  not  prove  true.  The  fafhionable 
Spirit  of  Gaming  is  particularly  exerted  on  this 
Occafion  ;  and  if  any  Judgment  may  be  form'd 
from  the  Courfe  of  Wagers,  to  ufe  the  Sportfman's 
Manner  of  Expreffion,  the  Odds  at  prefent  run 
greatly  in  Favour  of  the  Girl.  This,  and  the  ap- 
proaching Eledtion  for  Members  of  Parliament,  fur- 
nifh  Matter  enough  for  Converfation.  It  has  been 
infmuated,  though  I  am  unwilling  to  credit  it,  that 
Canning's  long  Concealment  was  partly  intended  to 
prejudice  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne,  who  has  long  fince  de- 
clared himfelf  a  Candidate :  If  the  Girl  is  truly 
guilty,  the  Dete£tion  of  her  Guilt  muft  undoubtedly 
have  done  Honour  to  that  Magiftrate,  and  would, 
in  all  Probability,  have  fecured  to  him  a  Number  of 
1  Votes,  who  may  at  prefent  be  fomewhat  prejudiced 
againft  him,  merely  from  the  Uncertainty  of  this 
Affair.  Many  of  thefe  Voters  may  have  entered 
\  into  other  politive  Engagements ;  and  as  it  is  ex- 
fpefted  the  Trial  and  the  Election  will  come  on 
I  much  about  the  fame  Time,  however  they  fhould 
f  have  Reafon  to  applaud  or  efteem  his  Refolution  and 
>  Integrity,  it  will  be  too  late  to  ferve  him  with  their 
j  Suffrages.  Does  not  the  Surrender's  being  made  not 
till  this  critical  Period,  in  fome  Meafure  countenance 
I  this  Suppofition  ? 

I Before 
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Before  I  conclude,  give  me  Leave  to  thank  you  for 
your  laft  Favour,  which  was  very  acceptable  to  the 
Company  that  partook  of  it ;  who  all  join'd  in  hear- 
tily wifhing  Health  and  Happinefs  to  the  Donor, 
with,  Dear  Sir, 

Your-  moll  obllgd  humble  Servant* 

London,  Feb. 
5,  1754.  ****4 


LETTER  XIL 


Sir, 

IN  Purfuance  of  your  Dire&ions  Yefterday,  I 
waited  on  Mr.  W  at  his  Chambers,  and  laid  j 

before  him  your  Cafe ;  who  feems  clearly  of  Opinion 
that  you  muft  recover  in  Equity,  and  defires  you  to 
fend  him  *********** 

*****      *     *     *      ***      *     *     *  *j 
*      *****      **      *     *     *      *     *     *  * 
******  *# 

The  Affair  of  Canning  furnifhes  full  Employ- 
ment for  the  Managers  on  both  Sides,  who  are 
equally  bufy  in  recruiting  their  Forces  at  and  about 
Enfieid-IVaJh ;  the  Eagernefs  with  which  thefe  En- 
quiries are  conduced,  and  their  Facility  in  giving 

Credit 
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Credit  to  whatever  has  an  Appearance  of  ferving 
their  refpedive  Interefts,  may,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
mutually  expofe  them  to  Impofition  :  An  Inftance  of 
this  Kind  is  reported  to  have  happened  lately  to  the 
Agents  of  the  Girl,  who  being  told  by  an  idle  Boy, 
that  he  knew  aPerfon  that  faw  Canning  getting  out 
of  the  Window,  at  the  Time  fhe  is  faid  to  have 
made  her  Efcape  from  Welh\  they  hir'd  Poft- 
chaifes,  and  went  to  Enfield^  to  enquire  further  into 
the  Truth  of  this  Information  ;  but  their  Informant 
having  got  all  he  could  of  them,  took  the  firft  Op- 
portunity to  give  them  the  Slip,  and  very  quietly 
marched  off,  having  firft  detached  two  of  the  Com- 
pany to  a  Village  at  fome  Diftance,  where  he  pre- 
tended this  material  Evidence  might  be  found  :  The 
Boy  being  diligently  purfued,  was  foon  retaken,  and 
carried  before  Juftice  Galliard  at  Enfield^  where  he 
was-  ftri&ly  examined ;  but  either  could  not,  or 
would  not,  make  any  ufeful  Difcovery  :  The  Perfons 
who  had  been  thus  deceived  earneftly  infifted  to  have 
had  him  committed  ;  but  it  appearing  to  be  no  more 
,  than  a  Lye  forged  by  the  Boy  for  the  Sake  of  filling 
his  Belly,  his  Worlhip  very  prudently  thought  fit  to 
|difcharge  him. 

|  Virtue  Hall  has  very  particularly  commanded  the 
(Attention  of  both  Parties,  and  it  was,  not  very  long 
:>ago,  currently  afferted,  efpecially  by  Camiing'sFrknds, 
that  Hall  had  retraded  the  Recantation  fhe  had 
jmade  before  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne,  and  now  perfifted  in 
ipofitively  affirming  the  Truth  of  what  flie  fwore  on 
the  Trial  of  the  Gipfey  at  the  Old  Bailey.  This 
^Report  gained  Credit,  nor  was  there  any  Abfurdity 
;in  believing  that  an  ignorant  profligate  Wretch,  who 
(had  once  already  acknowledged  herfelf  perjured, 
|might  be  prevailed  on  to  become  fo  again  :  Never- 

thelefs* 
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thelefs,  upon  Enquiry  the  Whole  appeared  a  down- 
right Falfehood  ;  Attempts  had  been  made  upon  the 
Wench  for  this  Purpofe,  fuch  as  will  hardly  be 
thought  to  redound  greatly  to  the  Honour  or  Saga- 
city of  thofe  who  made  them :  Mr.  Biddulph  an  At- 
torney, who  is  employed  in  Behalf  of  the  Profecu- 
tion,  gives  the  following  circumftantial  Account  of 
this  Tranfa&ion,  which  he  declares  himfelf  ready  at 
any  Time  to  atteft. 

That  about  a  Fortnight  ago  he  went  to  Chejhunt 
Workhoufe,  to  fubpoena  Virtu*  Hall^  when  the 
Matron  told  him,  there  were  Orders  from  the  Trujlees 
that  No-body  Jhould^  fee  her  \  upon  his  telling  his 
Bufinefs,  (he  offered  to  call  her,  but  he  refufed  feeing 
her  without  the  Knowledge  of  the  Trufiees,  who, 
the  Matron  faid,  were  to  meet  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing. 

On  the  Monday,  about  1 1  o'Clock  in  the  Morn- 
ing, he  went  again,  when  he  was  told  that  Virtue 
Hall  was  under  Examination  before  the  Trujlees  by 
Cannings  Solicitor  :  After  waiting  an  Hour,  he  fent 
in  Word,  that  he  attended  in  order  to  fubpoena  her, 

and  in  a  little  Time  was  admitted.  Virtue  Hall 

was  {landing,  and  anfwering  Queftions  put  to 
her  by  the  Company,  which  confuted  of  one  Hunt 
(the  Defendant's  Solicitor)  a  neighbouring  Juftice  of 
Peace,  and  another  Friend  of  Canning's.*  He  was 
told  that  the  Truftees  retired  to  another  Room,  and 
left  her  above  an  Hour  only  in  this  Company. 

Having  ferved  her  with  a  Subpoena,  he  came 
away,  without  entering  into  any  Converfation  with 
her.  On  the  Wednefday  following  he  went  again, 
to  enquire  what  had  pafled  on  Hall's  Examination, 
when  he  was  told  by  the  Matron,  that  they  had 
continued  to  examine  her  till  after  n  o'Clock  the 

fame 
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i  fame  Night ;  that  fhe  perfevered  in  her  Recantation,, 
[and  declared,  that  what  fhe  had  fworn  on  the  Trial 
was  falfe.  The  Matron  offered  to  let  htm  afk  her 
any  Queftions  that  he  pleafed ;  which  he  declined 
doing,  unlefs  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Truftees,  who 
were  to  meet  again  the  fucceeding  Monday. 

The  above-mentioned  Report  of  her  denying  her 
Recantation,  &c.  having  ftrongly  prevailed,  he  went 
again  on  that  Day,  and  took  wih  him  a  Friend  :  At 
Itheir  Defire  they  were  admitted  to  the  Truftees ; 
when  he  told  them,  that  as  they  had  been  pleafed  to 
I  be  prefent  at  an  Examination  of  Hall  by  Mr.  Hunt* 
Ihe  hoped  they  would  permit  him  alfo  to  examine  her 
we/ore  them  :  They  afked  if  he  intended  to  take  up  as 
[much  Time  as  the  others  had  done  ;  to  which  he 
replied,  Not  Half  an  Hour,  The  Girl  was  fent  for, 
[but  fhe  not  coming  immediately,  one  of  the  Truftees 
[afked  him  what  he  intended  by  his  Requeft ;  he  told 
Ifchem  of  the  Rumours  fpread  Abroad,  wherefore  he 
iwas  defirous  of  knowing  from  Hall  herfelf,  what  fhe 
khad  faid  the  Week  before ;  and  this  rather  in  their 
[Prefence,  that  if  fhe  told  a  Falfehood  they  might 
|[contradi<ft  her  to  her  Face,  or  if  fhe  fpoke  no  more  than 
'what  was  true,  they  might  admit  it,  and  thereby 

[prevent  all  Cavils.-  He  was  then  afked,  Wbat% 

Ip/r,  do  you  ivant  to  make  us  Parties  ?  To  which  he 
f  mfwered,  "  Gentlemen,  You  have  made  yourfelves 
j*  fp  already,  by  affiffing  at  an  Examination  on  one 
P  Side,  and  therefore  it  may  be  expe&ed  from  your 
F  Impartiality,  that  you  will  do  the  fame  on  the 
c  other  ;  for  in  fhort,  I  want  to  know  whether  fhe 
P  now  denies  the  Truth  of  her  Recantation/'  Some- 
body in  the  Room  faid,  Sir,  fhe  has  denied  it. — An- 
other faid,  they  would  not  be  prefent  at  her  Exami- 
nation ;  but  if  he  would  examine  her  privately^  he 
H  might. 
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might.  This  he  abfolutely  refufed  ;  upon  which  he 
was  told  peremptorily,  that  he  Jhould  not  examine  her 
et  all:  His  Reply  to  their  Prohibition  was  to  this 
EftecSt:  "  Gentlemen,  I  have  fubpoena'd  her,  flie  is 
<c  now  the  King's  Witnefs ;  I  am  an  Agent  for  the 
*c  Profecution,  as  fuch,  I  have  a  Right  to  examine 

her,  and  will  examine  her,  when,  where,  and 
iC  how  Ipleafe;  to  be  fure  I  cannot  compel  you 

to  hear  me,  but  I  will  take  Care  to  examine  her 
"  publickly  enough." 

He  then  went  to  the  Door,  and  feeing  Virtue  Hall 
croffing  the  Yard,  he  called  to  her :  She  came  to- 
wards him  ;  when  bidding  her  remain  at  fome  Di- 
ftance,  the  following  fhort  Converfation  paffed  be- 
tween him  and  Hall  \  the  Door  of  the  Room,  in 
which  the  Truftees  were,  being  wide  open,  and  fome 
of  thofe  Gentlemen  quite  at  it ;  at  the  fame  Time 
feveral    of  the  Workhoufe  People  had  gathered 
round  him. — Biddulph  fpeaking  very  loud,  afked  her, 
What  palled  on  the  Monday  before  ? — Hall  being  j 
directed  to  exert  her  Voice,  that  fhe  might  be  heard 
by  the  Gentlemen  Truftees,  anfwered,  that  they  ex-  j 
amined  her  all  Day  long,  and  that  they  tired  her  out  and 
confounded  her  fo  with  Quejliom ,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  tell  all  that  was  /aid. — Biddulph.  Did  you  fay  | 
what  you  fwore  at  the  Trial  of  Wells  and  Squires  I 
was  true  ?     Hall.  No,  I  never  /aid  any  fuch  Thing.  | 
— Biddulph.  Did  you  fay  it  was  falfe  ?    Hall.  Yes,  ] 
and  I  told  them  Jujlice  Fielding  and  his  Clerk  fright*  I 
end  me,  and  made  ?ne  fwear  it — Biddulph.    Did  not  \ 
you  tell  them  that  you  was  frightned,  or  wheedled,  j 
or  hired,  or  fomehow  perfwaded  to  recant  before  the  I 
Lord  Mayor  ?    Hall.  No,  I  never  told  them  any  fuch  \ 
Thing,  for  I  never  was. — /  had  been  uneafy  for  a  great  I 
VfbU*  l^forey  a?id  I  was  glad  of  an  Opportunity  to  con-  \ 
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\fefs  the  Trutk—l  told  my  Mother  in  the  Gatehoufe  be- 
fore that,  I  could  not  reft  or  be  eafy  Night  or  Day,  on 
\Account  of  having  /wore  falfely  again//  the  Gipfey. 
j    Thus  ended  this  Convention  ;  towards  the  Clofe 
P  whlch  Mr.  Biddulph  fays,  fome  of  the  Truftees 

uatr,Were  'n  the  Room  calIcd  to  thofe  Who  were  at 
Ithe  Door  to  fhut  it,  which  was  accordingly  done  ; 
put  thathefaw  feveral  of  them  come  to  the  Window 
md  hften,  where  they  continued  till  it  was  finifh'd. 

1  hefe  Inltances  may  ferve  to  evince  the  Induftry, 
ind  fhew  the  Spirit  of  both  Egyptians  and  Qanning. 
to,  by  which  Denominations  the  Adherents  to 
\qmres  or  Canning  have  been  for  fome  Time  diftin- 
|;uifhed  :  That  this  Relation  of  them  may  con- 
ribute  to  your  Entertainment,  is  the  real  Intention 
f  him  who  is  always  proud  to  be  efleemed, 


London,  April  Your  W  humbl*  Servant, 

23>  1754. 

*  *  * 
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LETTER  XIII. 


A 


Dear  Sir, 

T  length  the  great,  the  important  Time  is  come! 
A  that  muft  decide  the  Fate  of  Canning.  Oi 
Monday,  the  29th  of  laft  Month,  the  Girl  was  con 
duaed  in  a  Coach  to  a  Houfe  provided  for  the  Kf 
ception  of  her  Witneffes  in  the  Old  Bailey.  *< 
from  appearing  like  a  real  or  fufpeded  Criminal,  ft 
was  attended  by  the  Acclamations  of  a  numeroi 
Mob,  who  were  equally  vehement  in  their  Execr: 
tions  againft  her  Profecutors,  as  they  were  earneft  ; 
their  Companion  for  her.    The  fame  Retinue  a! 
companied  her  to  the  Seffions-houfe,    where  t 
Court  being  fat,  this  long  wifh'd-for  Trial  w 
brought  on,  before  Mr.  Juftice  Clive,  Mr.  Bar 
Le&e,  and  the  ufual  Gentlemen  in  the  Umra* 
Counfel  for  the  Crown  were  Mr.  Davy,  Mr.  Wd 
and  Mr.  Gafcoyne;  for  the  Defendant,  Mr.  Moret 
Mr.  Naires,  and  Mr.  Williams.    Your  own  Ima 
nation  will  pretty  nearly  fuggeft  to  you  the  Purport 
the  refpeaive  Harangues  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  whf 
fore  I  mall  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that  t 
were  truly  appofite  to  their  intended  Purpofes ; 
that  the  Candour  of  the  Council  on  both  Side: 
examining  the  Witneffes,  was  for  the  molt . 
fuch    as  it  is  to  be  wilhed  was  more  freque 
attended  to  in  our  Courts  of  Juftice  ;  in  the  n 
while,  not  only  the  utmoft  Lenity,  but  even  e 
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i  Indulgence,  was  fhewn  to  the  Accufed  during  the 
j  whole  Trial. 

f    The  Indictment  having  been  opened,  the  Record 
of  Mary  Squires's  Conviction  was  proved,  and  Mr. 
]Gurney,  the  Short-hand  Writer,  generally  employed 
I  to  take  Minutes  in  this  Court,  was  examined  to  the 
([Contents  of  Elizabeth  Canning's  Depofition  on  that 
,  jTrial  *  ;  after  which,  the  WitnelTes  were  called,  I 
|think,  in  the  following  Order, 
t    Firjl,  Esther  Hopkins,  who  fwore  that  (he 
lived  at  South  Perrot  in  Dorfetjhire,  where  flie  faw  the 
pipfy,^her  Son  and  Daughter,  at  her  Houfe,  on  the 
|Bth  of  December,  1J$2',  that  they  lay  there  that 
Night,  and  went  from  thence  early  the  next  Morn- 
ing ;  the  two  former  fhe  was  pofitive  were  the  fame 
Ehe  faw  in  Court,  the  Daughter  fhe  did  not  fo  per- 
ffeaiy  recoiled ;  fhe  defcribed  the  Son  as  having  a 
jpag  with  him,  and  that  upon  her  Enquiry  what  they 
[Ibid,   the  Reply  was,  Hard-ware ;  the  particular 
rpme  fhe  circumftantiated,   by  two  Men  having 
,>een  at  her  Houfe  on  that  Day,  who  went  away 
vithout  paying  their  Reckoning,  which  fhe  fet  down 
n  her  Book  by  the  Almanack. 
I  2.  Alice  Farnham,  depofed  that  fhe  lives  at 
Wynyartf  s-Gap^  about  a  Mile  from  South  Perrot ; 
[hat  fhe  faw  them  there  on  a  Saturday  Morning,  & 
little  after  New  Chrifimas  Day,  1752  :  Was  certain 
us  to  the  old  Woman,  becaufe  fhe  compared  her  to  a 
pfture  fhe  had  of  Mother  Shipton  :  That  when  they 
pft  her  Houfe,  which  was  the  fame  Morning,  they 
/rent  towards  Litton,  promifing  to  come  and  fee  her 
ijgain  at  Old  Chrijimas :  That  fhe  alfo  met  them 
joming  into  South  Perrot  the  Day  before,  and  that 
H  3  her 


*  See  above,  P.  20,  &c. 
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herMother,  to  whom  fhe  had  mentioned  the  meeting 
them,  enquired  if  fhe  was  not  frightned  at  the  Sight 
of  them  :  The  Time  fhe  particularized  by  its  being 
Crewkerne  Market,  whither  fhe  asked  her  Mother 
to  go,  in  order  to  buy  Provifions  for  the  keeping 
Old  Chrijlmasy  and  who  told  her  Monday  would  be 
Time  enough  :  She  alfo  fpoke  pofitively  as  to  the 
Identity  of  the  old  Woman  and  Son,  but  was  Jefs 
certain  to  the  Daughter,  who  fhe  defcribed  to  be 
dreffed,  when  fhe  faw  her,  in  a  white  Gown,  and 
red  Cloak :  Being  asked  what  they  did  there,  fhe 
anfwered,  that  fhe  neither  enquired  their  Bufinefs, 
nor  ever  faw  them  from  that  Time. 

Note,  The  old  Gipfey^  her  Son  and  Daughter  were  in 
Court  during  the  Examination  of  the  Witneffesy  and 
referred  to  occafionally . 

3.  George  Squires,  the  Son  of  Mary  Squires^ 
being  called,  the  Council  for  the  Defendant  objected 
to  his  Sifter  Lucy's  being  prefent  during  his  Exami- 
nation ;  upon  which,  fhe  was  ordered  to  withdraw, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  it  was  refolved  that  all  the 
future  Witneffes  on  both  Sides  fhculd  be  confined  in  j 
an  Apartment  by  themfelves,  under  a  proper  Guard, 
that  they  might  be  called  as  wanted  5  and  that  all  ! 
their  Examinations  fhould  be  feparate. 

Thefe  Points  being  fettled, George  Squires  proceeded 
to  his  Deposition,  the  former  Part  of  which  he  went 
thro5  with  great  Clearnefs  and  Regularity  ;  he  faid 
that  his  Mother,  himfelf  and  Sifter  were  at  South  j 
Perrot  on  the  28th  of  December  ^  1752  ;  from  whence, 
on  the  Saturday  9  they  went  to  Wynyard?  s-Gap.,  and 
fo  to  Litton. — On  Sunday  Morning,  the  31ft,  he 
went  by  himfelf  from  Litton  to  Abbot lsburyy  where 

he 
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he  lay  that  Night  along  with  one  Mr.  Clarke  :  That 
on  Monday,  being  the  firft  Day  of  the  New  Year,  he 
returned  to  Litton,  accompanied  by  Clarke,  to  meet 
his  Mother  and  Sifter,  the  former  of  whom  he  found 
was  gone  towards  Jbbotsbury  in  queft  of  him  :  That 
however,  me  came  back  Time  enough  to  dine  with 
them  ;  that  they  had  two  Fowls  for  Dinner  :  That 
about  4  o'Clock  the  fame  Afternoon  they  all  fet  out  for 
Abbotjbury,  where  they  arrived  the  fame  Evening 
foon  after  it  began  to  grow  dark  ;  that  they  went  to 
the  Houfe  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Old  Ship, 
where  they  danced  the  fame  Night  ;  he  with  Gib- 
boris  Sifter,  and  Clarke  with  Lucy  Squires  ;  that  one 
rainy  Day,  Wake  an  Excifeman  borrowed  his  great 
Coat;  that  they  continued  at  Abbotjbury  till  the  9th, 
when  they  fet  forwards  to  Portejham,  and  next  Day 
to  Ridgeway-Hill  Foot,  lay  there  at  the  Sign  of  the 
Sloop  a~ground,  and  left  three  Yards  and  a  Quarter 
of  Nankeen  in  lieu  of  their  Reckoning  :  About 
Eight  the  next  Morning  fet  forwards,  and  came  to 
Fordington  near  Dorchejler,  where  the  Waters  being 
greatly  out,  a  Miller  carried  his  Sifter  Lucy  over 
behind  him  on  Horfeback,  and  he  waded  through 
carrying  his  Mother ;  from  whence  they  travelled 
all  Night,  and  lay  on  the  Friday  in  a  Barn  at  Chet- 
tie;  and  on  Saturday,  in  a  Barn  at  Martin,  and 
carne  to  Combe  on  the  Sunday,  where  they  lay  at  the 
Lamb  :  From  whence  they  proceeded  to  Bafmgjloke, 
and  flopped  at  the  Spread  Eagle  in  that  Town,  where 
the  Woman  of  the  Houfe  wrote  a  Letter  for  his 
Sifter  Lucy  to  Mr.  Clark?  at  Abbotjbury  :  The  fame 
Night  they  lay  at  an  Ale-houfe,  about  a  Mile  and 
half  from  Baftngjloke  ;  and  then  came  on  to  Brent- 
ford, where  they  got  on  the  Saturday.  From  hence 
he  went  to  London  on  ihe  Sunday  for  his  Sifter  Mary, 
H  4  who 
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who  returned  with  him  to  Brentford  :  On  the  Tuef* 
day  they  all  came  to  a  Place  called  the  Seven  Sifters 
near  Tottenham,  and  the  next  Day  to  Mother  Wells's, 
whom  he  infifted  he  had  never  feen  before,  but  was 
accidentally  recommended  thither  by  a  Perfon  of 
whom  he  enquired  for  Lodgings  :  That  he  left  his 
Mother,  &c.  one  Day,  but  could  not  be  particular 
which,  to  come  to  London  to  receive  7  A  15  s. 
He  defer ibed  Mother  Wells's  Houfe  very  exa&ly, 
and  pofitively  denied  having  ever  feen  Cannings  till 

the  very  Day  they  were  taken  up.  Upon  his 

crofs  Examination,  being  aiked  what  Roads  they  had 
taken  in  their  Way  into  Dorfetflnre,  from  whence 
they  fet  out,  and  what  Places  they  were  at,  he  be- 
trayed almoft  a  total  Ignorance  of  every  Place  or 
Perfon  ;  and  could  only  fay  that  they  fet  out  from 
Newington  Butts  a  few  Weeks  before  Michaelmas, 
and  that  their  Journey  was  through  the  Wilds  of 
Kent  and  SuJJex,  and  fo  through  Hampjhire,  but 
could  not  remember  the  Names  of  any  Towns,  ex- 
cept Lewes,  Salijbury,  Shaft/bury,  and  a  Village 
called  Mear  :  To  fome  other  Interrogatories  put  to 
him,  relative  to  his  Dealings,  his  Anfwers  were  as 
irnperfeft. 

4.  Mr.  Willis  of  Dorchejler  was  next  called, 
with  a  Defign  to  have  proved  that  he  accompanied 
George  fome  Months  after  to  the  feveral  Places  he 
had  fworn  to,  and  that  the  Accounts  he  met  with 
correfponded  with  what  George  had  faid  before  ;  but 
not  being  thought  proper  Evidence,  it  was  waved,  j 

5.  John  Fry  of  LiUon  depofed,  that  he  faw  the 
old  Woman,  her  Son,  and  Daughter,  on  the  30th 
of  December  1752,  at  a  Publick-Houfe  in  Litton  kept 
hyjchn  Hawkins  -}  that  they  were  fitting  by  the  Fire,  is 

pofitive 
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pofitive  to  their  Perfons,  having  known  the  Mother 
three  Years  before. 

Their  being  at  Litton  at  this  Time  was  confirmed 
by  Francis  Gl adman,  who  fwore  he  fhaved 
George  the  fame  Day;  alfo  by  John  Angel,  James 
Evely,  and  John  Hawkins,  at  whofe  Houfe 
they  were,  which  laft  corroborated  the  Teftimony  of 
[George  Squires  as  to  his  going  on  the  Sunday  to 
Abbot/bury,  returning  on  Monday,  and  having  two 
boiled  Fowls  for  Dinner,  and  fpecified  the  Day* 
becaufe  it  was  the  firft  Time  he  had  ever  kindled  a 
Fire  in  a  new  Room. 

10.  William  Clarke  *  of  Abbot/bury  fwore 
to  George  Squires's  coming  to  the  Ship  in  that  Town 
on  Sunday  the  31ft  of  December  1752:  That  he  afked 
after  Lucy,  and  being  told  that  flie  was  at  Litton^ 
he  fet  out  with  George  to  go  thither  on  Monday,  and 
got  there  about  three  or  four  o'Clock  in  the  After- 
ihoon  :  Being  afked  whether  he  dined  there,  he  faid,  . 
he  eat  a  Bit  of  Fowl,  but  it  could  not  be  called  Din-, 
ner  or  Supper:  That  they  fet  out  again  very  foon 
3n  their  Return  to  Abbot/bury,  in  Company  with  the 
Mother  and  Daughter  ;  that  they  came  to  the  Sbip9  „ 
where  he  danced  with  Lucy,  but  did  not  recolle£t  \ 
jwho  was  George's  Partner:  That  all  the  Family 
ftaid  at  Abbot/bury  from  the  Firft  to  the  Ninth,  on  '* 
She  Evening  of  which  laft  Day  he  accompanied  l 
'hem  to  Portejham,  where  they  lay;  the  next.  Day 
fjie  went  with  them  as  far  as  Ridgway- Hi 71  Foot,  and 
lined  with  them  at  Bewlefs,  the  Sign  of  the  Sloop  ;  : 
jrom  whence  he  returned  the  fame  Day  to  Abbot/-  ~ 
jary ;   he  alfo  took  Notice  of  a  dead  Horfe  lying  in 
he  Road  at  Ridgezvay. 

i  H  5  II.  JoHIf  > 

?  See  above,  Pag.  30. 
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11.  John  Giebon  f,  Mafter  of  the  Ship  at 
Mbotfbury  depofed,  That  the  Gipfy,  her  Son  and 
Daughter,  came  to  his  Houfe  in  the  Dufk  of  the 
Evening  on  Monday  January  I,  1753:  He  very 
fully  confirmed  the  Account  given  by  George  in  re- 
gard to  the  Dancing ;  and  that  he  heard  JVake^  the  " 
Excifeman,  borrow  a  great  Coat  from  Squires  \  he 
alfo  infifted  on  their  flaying  at  his  Houfe  till  the 
Ninth,  and  that  he  had  feen  the  old  Woman  three 
Years  before. 

12.  George  Clements,  of  the  fame  Place, 
fwore  he  faw  them  there  on  the  firft  of  January  j 
1753,  and  dined  the  Sunday  following  ;  alfo  that  he, 
faw  them  fet  out  on  Tuefday  the  Ninth  with  Clarke%  \ 
and  they  were  the  fame  Perfons  who  were  then  in-'* 
Court,  having  feen  the  old  Woman  fixteen,  and  her 
Son  about  three  Times  before. 

13  Melchesidech  Arnold,  faid  he  played  on 
the  Violin,  to  their  Dancing,  at  the  Ship  in  dbbotf- 
bury,  on  Monday  the  iftof  January  ;  that  George  and  j 
Lucy  Squires  were  among  the  Dancers  ;  and  that  he 
f'c\w  the  old  Woman  fitting  the  fame  Evening  by 
the  Fire-fide  in  the  Kitchen  ;  that  on  the  Sixth  there  j 
was  another  Match  of  Dancing,  at  which  he  alfo  ! 
played  ;   and  that  the  old  Woman  that  Evening  fat 
by  the  Fire  in  the  fame  Room  where  the  Dancing 
was ;  and  that  on  feveral  other  Days  in  the  Week 
he  had  feen  them  all  three  in  Abbot/bury ,  but  had  not, 
known  them  before. 

14.  John  Ford,  Carpenter  and7  Shopkeeper  of 
Jbbot/bury^  fwore  he  faw  them  on  the  firft  of  Ja-\ 
nuary^  and  every  Day  following  to  the  Ninth,  and! 
that  he  fold  them  Bread,  and  fuch  other  NecefTariesj 
as  they  wanted  :  He  faid  they  came  into  Abbotjbur)  \ 

at 

f  See  above,  Pag.  29. 
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at  three  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon  ;  whereas  fome  of 
the  former  Witnefles  had  depofed  to  their  not  getting 
thither  till  the  Evening  ;  but  he  was  fo  intolerably 
drunk,  when  he  appeared  to  give  his  Evidence,  that 
he  was  bid  to  go  about  his  Bufinefs ;  and  in  his  Room 
was  called 

15.  -  Wallis,  a  Mercer  of  the  fame 

Place,  who  faid  he  did  not  fee  the  old  Woman  till 
Sunday  the  7th  of  January %  that  flie  then  afked  him 
to  dine  with  her,  which  he  refufed  ;  that  he  had 
feen  George  Squires  almoft  daily  for  the  preceding 
Week,  and  had  fold  them  Goods  feveral  Times  r 
He  particularized  the  Time  by  having  bought  a  new 
Jack  j uft  then. 

16.  Hugh  Bond,  School- Majier,  depofed  to  fee- 
ing them  at  the  Ship  at  Abbotjbury  on  the  Eighth  and 
Ninth  of  January  1753  ;  remembered  the  Time,  on 
Account  of  his  being  returned  from  a  Journey  he 
made  into  Devon/hire  ;  that  Wake  the  Excifemaa 
and  George  Squires  lay  together  in  his  Bed  till  his: 
Return,  which  was  on  the  Eighth  ;  and  that  he  law 
Clarke  and  George  Squires  on  Thurfday  the  Ninth, 
and  that  the  latter  infifted  that  he  would  not  ftay 
there  that  Night,  but  would  go  to  Portejham. 

if 4  John  Bailey,  Carpenter,  depofed,  that  he. 
faw  them  aim  oft  daily  from  the  Firft  to  the  Eighth 
of  January,  in  which  Time  he  fhaved  George  Squires 
twice;  he  was  certain  to  the  firft  of  January,  his 
Brother  having  fat  out  that  Day  for  Bri/iol 

18.  John  Hawkins,  a  Weaver,  faid  that  he 
alfo  faw  them  at  the  Ship  in  Abboijbury  on  the  firft  of 
January;  that  the  old  Woman  was  fitting  by  the 
Kitchen  Fire,  and  that  he  afked  her  to  tell  him  his 
Fortune,  which  fhe  refufed  ;  upon  which  he  went 
and  joined  the  Dancers ;  Being  afked  who  was  his 

Partner^ 
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Partner,  he  could  not  recollect,  nor  who  George  or 
Lucy  Squires  danced  with. 

19.  William  Haines,  fwore  to  his  feeing  the 
Gipfey  and  her  Family  at  Portejham,  about  ten  or 
eleven  o'Clock  on  Wednefday  the  10th  of  January^ 
which  was  alfo  confirmed  by  his  Son  John  Haines; 
the  Father  alfo  faid  he  had  known  the  old  Woman 
upwards  of  thirty  Tears. 

21.  Bewley  keeps  the  Sign  of  the  Sloop 

a-ground  at  Ridgeway-Hill  Foot ;  he  depofed  that 
Mary  Squires^  with  her  Son  and  Daughter,  and 
Clarke^  came  to  his  Houfe  on  the  tenth  of  January^ 
had  fome  Beef-Steaks,  and  Bread  and  Cheefe  :  He 
accounted  for  the  dead  Horfe,  mentioned  by  Clarke^ 
being  in  the  Road  ;  and  faid  that  the  Gipfey  People 
ftaid  at  his  Houfe  all  Night,  but  that  Clarke  returned 
to  Abbot/bury  the  fame  Evening  on  a  Turnip  Man's 
Horfe  who  dined  with  them :  He  alfo  produced  a 
Piece  of  Nankeen,  which  he  affirmed  George  Squires 
had  left  with  him  inftead  of  the  Reckoning,  and 
that  he  had  put  Squires' 's  Name  upon  it,  that  it  mould 
not  be  miflaken,  He  fixed  the  Time  from  the  Bad- 
nefs  of  the  Weather  \  and  becaufe  it  was  Blandford  j 
Quarter  Seffions,  and  fbme  of  his  Neighbours  who  1 
had  been  there,  having  informed  him  of  there  being  J 
great  Floods  in  that  Part  of  the  Country. 

22.  Murridge,  a  Man  who  came  with  I 

two  Horfes,  laden  with  Turnips,  fwore  that  he  1 
dined  with  them  the  fame  Tenth  of  January  at  Bew—  I 
ley's)  when  it  was  very  bad  Weather  :  That  William  $ 
Clarke  rode  one  of  his  Horfes  in  his  Return  to  Ab-  1 
lotjbury  ;  being  afked  about  the  dead  Horfe  ;  replied, 
that  he  did  not  particularly  remember  it. 

23/  John  Taylor,  at  the  Coach  and  Horfes  at  , 
Fordington,  declared,  that  he  faw  all  three  of  them  at. 

For- 
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Fordington  on  Thurfday  the  nth  of  January  :  That 
the  Waters  were  fo  much  up,  as  to  oblige  them  to 
go  through  a  Neighbour's  Houfe  and  his  Stables  : 
That  the  young  Woman,  Lucy  Squires,  was  carried 
over  the  Water  on  Horfeback  by  the  Miller,  and 
that  the  old  Woman  tucked  up  her  Cloaths  about 
her,  and  waded  through ;  and  that  they  told  him, 
they  had  lain  the  Night  before  at  Ridgeway. 

24.  Thomas  Hunt,  a  Threfrcr  at  Chettle,  de- 
pofed,  that  he  faw  them  there  on  Friday  the  J  2th  of 
January,  in  the  Afternoon,  and  that  he  let  them 
into  an  Out-houfe,  belonging  to  one  Mr.  Watts, 
and  that  he  faw  them  again  about  eleven  o'Clock 
the  next  Morning. 

25.  Joseph  Hatter  depofed,  that  his  Wife 
having  been  gone  to  Martin  to  keep  her  Holidays, 
he  went  on  the  Sunday  Se'ennight  after  Old  Chri/lmas- 
Day  to  fetch  her  Home  ;  that  on  the  fame  Day  he 
met  on  the  Road  coming  towards  Combe  the  old 
Woman,  her  Son  and  Daughter  ;  that  George  alked 
him,  how  far  it  zuas  to  Combe  ?  To  which  he  re- 
plied, thee  dojl  know  as  well  as  I  do  \  which  Anfwer 
he  explained,  by  faying  that  he  had  feen  George  be- 
fore, and  his  Mother  very  often. 

26.  Richard  Amor,  a  Servant  to  Farmer 
Harwood  of  Combe,  faid  he  faw  the  old  Gipfey  com- 
ing down  Combe- Hill  on  Sunday  the  14th  of  Ja- 
nuary ;  that  fhe  told  him  his  Fortune,  and  got  Two- 
pence of  him  :  He  was  certain  as  to  the  Time,  on 
account  of  a  Farrier  that  was  coming  to  fee  a  Horfe 
that  was  ill. 

27.  Robert  Marchant,  fpoke  to  the  fame 
Effect ;  only  that  the  old  Woman  got  6  d.  of  him, 
at  which  he  was  greatly  difpleafed  :  Nor  was  he  al- 
together fo  certain  in  Point  of  Time,  as  the  forego- 
ing Witnefs,  his  .Fellow-Servant. 
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28.  Mary  GrevilLe  *,  depofed,  that  the  old 
Woman,  her  Son  and  Daughter,  came  to  her  Mo- 
ther's Houfe  at  the  Lamb  at  Combe  on  Sunday  the  1 4th 
of  January,  that  they  lay  there  that  Night :  And  is 
pofitive  both  as  to  the  Time  and  the  Perfons. 

29.  Martha  Waters,  another  Servant  of. 
Farmer  Hanvood's,  h&d  likewife  her  Fortune  told 
her  by  the  old  Woman  ;  who,  (lie  faid,  me  faW  at 
Grevilles  ;  fpoke  with  Certainty  to  the  Perfon  of  the 
old  Gipfey,  and  particularized  the  Time  by  its  be- 
ing the  Sunday  Se'ennight  after  Old  Chri ft  mas-Day. 

30.  George  Stow  el,  Shoe-maker,  of  the  Pa- 
rifh  of  Hunnington,  faid  he  was  at  Dame  Grevilles, 
the  Lamb  at  Combe,  on  Sunday  the  14th  of  January  \ 
where  he  then  faw  the  old  Woman,  and  the  Per- 
fons me  called  her  Son  and  Daughter:  That  he  was 
pofitive  to  the  Day,  becaufe  he  went  to  fettle  fome 
Accounts  at  Combe,  and  reckoned  with  Dame  Grc- 
ville  the  fame  Day. 

31.  Mary  Morrice  \  who  fwore  that  the  old 
Gipfey,  who  flie  was  very  pofitive  to,  as  well  as  to 
her  Son  and  Daughter,  all  came  to  her  Houfe,  the 
Sign  of  the  Spread  Eagle  at  Bafingjloke,  on  the  18th 
of  January  ;  that^  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Daughter 
Lucy,  fhe  wrote  a  Letter,  and  directed  it  to  William 

Clarke 

*  This  Witnefs  is  Sifter  to  Thomas  Grevii/e,  one  ©f 
the  Men  indicled  by  Cannings  Friends  ;  who  in  his 
Attendance,  laft  September  in  London,  to  defend  himfelf 
againft  that  Profecution,  caught  the  Small  - Pox,  of  which 
he  died  about  three  Weeks  after  his  return  Home.  She 
is  alfo,  fmce  dead  of  the  fame  Diftemper,  caught  alfo  by 
attending  this  Trial ;  whereby  the  poor  old  Woman, 
who  bears  a  very  good  Character  in  that  Country,  is 
deprived  of  both  thofe  Children,  which  me  expe&ed  to 
be  the  Comfort  and  Support  of  her  declining  Years, 
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Clarhy  Cordwainer,  at  Abbot/bury,  which  Letter  me 
immediately  fent  by  her  little  Boy  to  the  Poft-Office ; 
that  they  ltaid  but  a  few  Hours  at  her  Houfe,  and 
went  as  for  London. 


Note,  A  Letter  was  Ihewn  her,  which  fhe  faid 
was  her  Hand-writing,  the  Contents  of  which  are 
as  follows : 

Be  the  Poejl-hous  in  Dochejler  to  Be  Dlretcd  to  Abbot f 
bury  for  Mr.  William  Clarke  a  Corde  vinder  this 
with  Care* 

From  Bafingjlok  "Jenny  the  1 8  1753 

THIS  with  my  kind  Love  and  Servis  to 
you  and  all  your  family  hoping  you  are  all 
in  good  health  as  I  am  at  prefent  thefe  is  to  acquint 
you  that  I  am  very  uneafey  for  your  troubell  fom 
Journey  hoping  you  Reced  no  illnefs  after  your 
Journey  fo  no  more  at  prefent  from  your  moft  obe- 
dient and  humbell  Servant  Lucy  Squires  I  defire  to 
here  from  you  as  foone  as  pofebell  Dire&  it  for  Lucy 
Squires  at  Bramford  near  London  Georg  and  his  Mo- 
ther gives  their  Complymts  to  you  and  all  your 
family. 

Note,  The  figure  of  Three,  in  the  Date  of  the  Year,  was 
torn  off,  feemingiy  by  Accident. 

32.  Elizabeth  Edwards  depofed  to  their 
coming  to  her  Houfe  at  Brentford  on  Saturday  the 
20th  of  January,  that  George  went  away  from  thence* 
as  he  faid,  for  London,  the  next  Day,  and  returned 
with  his  Sifter  Mary  on  the  Monday  following ;  fte 

afcer* 
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afcertained  the  Time  by  the  Regifter  of  a  Chris- 
tening that  happened  on  the  22d,  upon  which  Oo 
cafion  flie  furnilned  feme  Necefiaries  to  the  Parents 
of  the  Child. 

33.  Susanna  Baknich,  her  Daughter,  con- 
firmed the  foregoing  Teftimony,  that  they  went 
from  thence  on  Tuefday?  and  that  fhe  had  never  feen 
them  before. 

34?  35*  William  Pledgit  and  his  Wife,  liv- 
ing at  the  Seven  Sifters  at  Tottenham?  declared,  that 
the  Gipfey  Family  came  there  on  Tuefday  the  23d  of 
January  ;  that  they  afked  a  Lodging  of  them,  that 
they  recommended  them  to  their  Neighbour  Farmer 
Philips  ;  that  they  had  feen  the  old  Woman  fome 
Years  before,  and  were  pofitive  to  her  Perfon. 

Here  concluded  the  Evidence  offered  in  Support  of 
the  Gipfey's  Alibi ;  it  was  now  about  Ten  o'Clock 
at  Night,  when  the  Court  propofed  an  Adjourn- 
ment, which  was  without  Objection  aflented  to  on 
both  Sides  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time,  it  was  alfo 
agreed,  that  no  Witnefies  fhould  be  examined  after 
that  Adjournment  on  either  Side,  but  what  were  al- 
ready contained  in  the  Lifts  mutually  delivered  over 

by  the  refpe£Hve  Parties  to  each  other.        It  was 

moved  by  the  Council  for  the  Crown,  that  the  De- 
fendant fhould  ftand  committed  to  the  Cuftody  of 
the  Keeper  of  Newgate ;  but  after  fome  Debate, 
it  was  permitted  that  (he  fliould  be  continued  upon 
Bail,  the  fame  Perfons  entering  into  a  new  Recog- 
nizance. From  the  SeJJions-Houfe  the  Girl  was  con- 
veyed in  a  Coach  to  the  Houfe  before-mentiened,  to 
have  been  appointed  for  her  in  the  Old- Bailey?  at- 
tended by  a  ftill  further  accumulated  Mob  ;  who, 
not  contented  with  the  Huzzas,  and  other  diftin- 
guifhing  Marks  of  Approbation  they  conferred  on 
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her,  committed  the  moft  violent  Outrages  on  thofe# 
who  they  were  pleafed  to  think  Canning's  Perfecu- 
tors  :  Alderman  Gafcoyne  very  particularly  experi- 
enced their  Refentment,  almoft  to  the  Hazard  of  his 
Life ;  the  incenfed  Multitude  had  the  Audacity  to 
aflault  him  with  Dirt,  Stones,  or  any  other  offenfive 
Material  that  fell  in  their  Way ;  they  purfued  him  in 
this  Manner  to  fome  Diftance  ;  and  his  Prefervation 
was  owing  only  to  a  few  of  his  own  Friends  who 
accompanied  him  from  the  Sejfions  Houfe  ;  fome  even 
of  tflefe  found  it  neceflary  to  confult  their  own  Safety 
in  a  precipitate  Flight,  while  one  or  two,  not  with- 
out the  utmoft  Difficulty,  fheltered  him  in  a  neigh- 
bouring Tavern. — The  Windows  of  a  Publick- 
Houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey  were  broke,  upon  a  bare 
Conje£ture  that  the  Old  Gipfey,  whom  they  had 
publickly  devoted  to  Deftru&ion,  had  been  carried 
into  it ; — And  the  Apartment  of  a  Gentleman, 
where  I  called,  was  threatned  to  be  treated  in  the 
fame  Manner,  upon  a  mere  Sufptcion,  that  fome 
Perfons,  who  were  thought  to  favour  the  Profecu- 
tion,  were  entertained  there  :  In  fhort,  had  the 
Fate  of  the  Kingdom  depended  upon  the  Decifion 
of  this  Affair,  more  Animofity,  more  Vehemence, 
could  not  have  been  exprefled. 

How  fhall  thefe  tumultuous  Proceedings  be  ac- 
counted for  !  Mobs,  we  are  fenfible,  may  be  eafily 
collected,  efpecially  in  this  populous  City ;  and 
when  once  put  in  Motion,  Experience  convinces 
that  their  Adtions  are  not  di&ated  by  Reafon  but 
Paffion,  which  the  Artful  or  Defigning  may  animate 
or  inflame  by  various  Contrivances,  to  fuch  a  Height 
as  to  render  them  ready  Inftruments  of  Mifchief 
wherever  they  are  diredied  :  But  ftill  they  mull  have 
fome  Directors;  they  muft  be  taught  to  believe 

them- 
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themfelves  or  their  Friends  injured,  or  like  to  be 
injured,  before  they  can  be  brought  to  a£l  with  Co 
much  Impetuofity.  I  would  not  fuppofe  the  above- 
mentioned  Violences  to  have  been  intentionally  in- 
ftigated  or  encouraged  by  any  of  the  profefled  Ad- 
vocates for  Elizabeth  Canning ;  neverthelefs,  it  is 
certain,  that  they  did  not  feem  difpleafed  with  the 
Honours  paid  them  by  their  numerous  Attendants  j 
nor,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  did  they 
interpofe  their  Influence  to  prevent  the  Difturbances 
that  enfued.  By  their  unwearied  Alliduity  in  ad- 
verti/ing,  and  difperfing  their  Publications^  fome  of 
which  confpicuoufly  decorated  the  Walls  of  Ale- 
Houfes,  and  Ports  on  the  Highway,  the  Multitude 
were  infpired  to  look  upon  Canning's  Purity  and  Vir- 
tue with  a  Sort  of  Reverence,  and  to  confider  her 
Innocence  as  a  Matter  that  ought  not  to  be  difputed  ; 
by  the  frequent  Repetitions  of  her  alledged  Suffer- 
ings, they  were  taught  to  refpedt  her  as  a  Kind  of 
Martyr  to  Chaftity  ;  from  the  Characters  of  the 
Authors  of  thefe  fuppofed  Wrongs  being  almoft 
daily  exhibited,  with  the  mo  ft  odious  Exaggerations, 
the  Certainty  of  their  Guilt  was  determined  ;  and 
by  the  many  opprobrious  Infinuations  levelled  againft 
the  Reputation  of  every  one,  indifcriminately,  who 
either  had  been,  or  fhould  be  feen  afting  in  Favour 
of  thofe,  who  had  been  thus  pre-judged  guilty, 
the  Mob  were  perfuaded  to  conclude  all  fuch  Per- 
fons  equally  criminal  with  Squires  or  Wells^  as 
well  void  of  Honour,  Honefty,  or  Integrity,  as 
capable  of  readily  complying  with  every  vicious  or 
infamous  Pra&ice  :  This  Profecution  was  particu- 
larly reprefented  as  an  A£l  of  the  higheft  Cruelty  and 
OppreiTion;  and  the  Populace  were  induftrioufly  in- 
ftrudled  to  believe  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne  the  cruel  Op- 

prejjor  : 
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preffor — May  not  thefe  Suggejlions,  or  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  may  not  thefe  Affertions  (for  many  of  thefe 
Things  were  very  pofitively  affected)  have  been  a 
principal  Occafion  of  thefe  flagrant  Outrages  ?  May 
they  not  have  more  efpecially  directed  the  Rage  of  a 
thus  prejudiced  Rabble  againft  the  Alderman  ? 

But  are  thefe  Pra&ices  juftifiable  ?  The  Reputation 
of  the  worthieft  Man  may  be  deftroyed  by  an  infidious 
News-Paper  Slander,  nor  is  the  Life  of  the  richefr.  Ci- 
tizen fecure  againft  a  concerted  Perjury  ;  fuch  this  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  by  thofe  who  have  engaged  in 
the  now  depending  Profecution.  However,  this  is 
far  from  being  yet  proved,  there  are  fome  obvious 
Contradictions  in  the  Courfe  of  the  above  Teftimo- 
nies,  which  I  purpofe  to  confider  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
remaining  Evidence,  There  are  likewife,  as  I  am 
credibly  informed,  more  than  as  many  People  ready 
to  teftify  the  Old  Gipfey's  being  at  Enfield  Wajb, 
from  fome  Time  previous  to  the  Commiflion  of  the 
alledged  Robbery  to  the  Time  of  her  Commitment 
to  Piifon. 

You  would  hardly  have  heard  from  me  upon  this 
Subjedt  till  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Trial  (which, 
from  the  Number  of  Witriefles,  who,  it  is  reported, 
are  to  be  examined  on  both  Sides,  may  be  expected 
to  laft  feveral  Days)  but  that  our  Friend's  Vifit  to 
you  gives  me  an  Opportunity  of  anticipating  your 
Curiolity,  as  well  as  of  repeating  how  much  I 
efteem  myfelf, 

Your  obliged  humble  Servant, 

London, 

April  30,  1754.  *  *  *  -*# 

P.  S.  I  have  been  fince  informed,  that  while  I  was  out  of  Court, 
the  old  Woman,  her  Son  and  Daughter  were  proved  to  have  lain  at 
Mirtiny  a  Village  between  Chettle  and  Combe,  on  Saturday  the  1 3 th» 
of  January ,  by  three  Wltne  fifes.    (See  Page  157.) 
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LETTER  XIV. 


Dear  Sir, 

THE  Contents  of  the  inclofed  will  convince 
you,  that  I  have  not  been  idle  during  this 
extraordinary  Trial  ;  a  Trial  that  has  not  been 
lefs  remarkable  for  what  happened  without  Doors, 
than  what  palled  within.  In  the  Account  of  it  here 
prefented  to  you,  the  Materials  are  collected  from 
the  Obfervations  and  Informations  of  feveral  who 
were  prefent,  as  well  as  from  Memorandums  I  made 
myfelf  in  Court ;  though  I  have  taken  the  utmoft 
Care  to  avoid  any  Miftakes,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
fay  pofitively,  that  there  are  none  ;  neverthelefs,  I 
can  very  fafely  aflure  you,  that  there  is  no  wilful 
Mifreprefentation  of  any  Teftimony,  nor  any  in- 
tended Palliation  of  any  Fa£l.  Thus  much  by  Way 
of  Apology :  Proceed  we  now  to  the  Sejfions  Houfe. 

Wednefday^  May  1.  The  Court  being  met  ac- 
cording to  Adjournment,  they  were  informed  of 
the  riotous  Tranfa£tions  of  the  Monday  Night  pre- 
ceding, and  particularly  of  the  Danger  to  which  Sir 
Grifp  Gafcoyne  had  been  expoftd ;  when  it  was 
moved,  and  granted,  that  a  fufficient  Guard  fhould 
be  appointed  to  efcort  Sir  Crifp  on  his  Return  from 
the  SeJJions  Hcufe ;   the  fame  was  alfo  ordered  for 
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the  Jury,  who  having  met  with  fome  Infults  al- 
ready, were  apprehenfive  for  themfeives  :  The  Re- 
corder very  pathetically  reprefented  the  ill  Confe- 
quences  of  fufFering  the  Infolence  of  a  Mob  to 
efcape  with  Impunity  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  took 
Notice,  that  himfelf  had  not  been  exempt  from 
Abufe  :  Upon  which,  one  of  the  Council  for  the 
Defendant  apologized  for  his  Client  :  He  infifted 
that  the  Mifchiefs  arifing  from  the  mifguided  Zeal 
of  the  Multitude,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  her 
or  her  Friends,  and  hoped  they  would  not  ferve  to 
prejudice  her  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Jury.  That 
he  had  no  lefs  Caufe  of  Complaint  to  make  in  Be- 
half of  his  Client,  who  had  been  treated  in  a  moft 
fcandalous  Manner,  by  a  Paragraph,  in  a  Daily 
News-Paper  *,  which  he  read  ;  that  fuch  a  Publica- 
tion 

*  Wednefday,  London  Daily  Advertifer. 

May  i,  1754. 

This  Morning  at  Nine  0"  Clock  will  be  continued  the  Trial 
of  Elizabeth  Canning.——/?/  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Court  on  Monday  Night,  a  Mob  (as  it  may  be  reafonably 
believed)  hired  for  the  Purpofe,  were  guilty  of  many  Infults 
and  Abufes  on  the  Perfons  who  appeared  in  Behalf  of  the 
Profecution  ;  the  Evidences  for  which,  woe  are  credibly  in* 
formed,  are  threatened  with  Deflruclion.—Muft  it  not  ap- 
pear an  extraordinary  lnjlance  of  the  GirPs  Innocence,  that 
thofe  who  have  fo  long  endeavoured  to  elude  the  Crurfe  of 
jfu/lice,  by  a  continued  Train  of  Artifice^  now  feek  to  impede 
it  by  V iolence  and  Outrage  ? 

The  above  Paragraph  (which  has  given  fo  much 
Offence,  and  been  greatly  mifreprefented  by  the  Advo- 
cates for  Canning,  not  only  in  News-Papers,  but  alfo  in 

Hand- 


C  166  ] 

tion  during  the  Courfe  of  the  Trial,  was  cruel,  un* 
juft,  and  illegal ;  wherefore  he  fhould  perhaps  here- 
after move  for  an  Information  againft  the  Printer  of 
that  Paper ;  which  the  Court  faid  he  might  do,  if  he 
pleafed  5  and  concurred  in  difapproving  the  Paragraph. 

Thefe 

Hand-bills,  diftributed  about  with  great  Induftry)  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  Riot  of  the  preceding  Night ;  it  was 
drawn  up,  and  fent  to  the  Prefs  on  Tuefday  Morning  by 
a  Gentleman,  who  had  the  utmoft  Reafon  to  apprehend 
himfelf  in  Danger  from  thefe  Tumults  ;  and  fo  far 
from  being  defigned  to  prejudice  the  Girl,  was  in- 
tended for  her  Service  ;  by  ihewing  what  Conftru&ion 
her  Opponents  might  put  upon  thefe  Difturbances,  ma- 
nifeftly  raifed  merely  on  her  Account,  and  thereby  put- 
ting her  Friends  in  mind  to  exert  their  Influence  to  pre- 
vent them  for  the  future. 

The  Infertion  of  this  highly  difpleafmg  Paragraph 
feems  not  to  have  been  altogether  unfuccefsful,  feeing 
it  probably  gave  Birth  to  the  annexed  Publication, 
which  made  its  firft  Appearance  in  the  Afternoon  of 
the  faid  Wednefday,  and  not  before,  when  it  was  dif- 
perfed  among  the  Multitude  that  thronged  about  the 
Sejfions  Houfe. 

To  the  Perfons  aflembled  about  the  Sejfions  Houfe 
in  the  Old  Baily. 

Wednefday,  May  r. 

Although  nothing  can  he  faid  to  have  been  proved  againft 
Elizabeth  Canning  till  her  Evidence  has  been  heard,  which 
before  To- morrow  Night  may  eflabhfb  her  Innocence  beyond 
a  Doubt ;  yet  various  Attempts  have  been  made  to  prejudice 
the  Public  againft  her.  Among  other  Charges  utterly  falfe  and 
infamous,  it  has  been  publifred,  that  her  Managers  (ivbo 
ba<ve  fcarcely  received  enough  from  the  charitably  difpofed  to 
fay  the  current  Charge  of  this  tedious  Trial)  have  hired  you 

to 
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Thefe  Preliminaries  being  fettled,  the  Court  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  further  Examination  of  WitnefTes  in 
fupport  of  the  Charge.  The  firft  called  was  Alder- 
man Chitty,  who  not  being  yet  come  ; 

36.  Gawen  Nash  f  was  put  up  ;  who  de- 

to  obfrud  Ju/lice.  None  of  you  prefenfr,  none  living,  can 
fay,  that  one  Word  prompting  you  to  efpoufe  her  Side  has 
been  uttered  by  any  one  concerned  for  her.  If  you  have 
any  Regard  for  Publick  Juflice,  for  this  poor  injured 

Girl,  or  for yourf elves  by  all  that  is  dear  to  you ,  be  per- 

fuaded  to  Peace,  and  without  the  lea  ft  Murmur  or  Infult  to 
any,  to  wait  the  Event  of  this  Bufinefs  God  and  her  Inno- 
cence have  hitherto  fupported  her,  in  the  Opinion  of  many% 
1  thro*  unexampled  DiftrefTes  :  Leave  it  to  God  and  her 
Innocence  only  to  carry  her  through  this9  and  all  will  be 
well, 

Thefe  are  the  honeft,  thefe  the  only  Pains  that  appear 
openly,  to  have  been  taken  on  the  Part  of  Canning,  for 
fupprelfing  the  Outrages  me  had  occafioned  ;  nor  were 
any  Endeavours  to  this  Purpofe  ufed  till  after  publick 
Notice  had  been  taken  of  them  ;  notwithftanding  what 
is  infinuated  to  the  contrary  in  the  General  Evening  Poft 
of  the  2 1  ft,  and  in  the  Gazetteer  Of  the  2  2d  Inftant. 
I  How  far  they  were  fuccefsful,  may  be  learnt  from  the 
I  riotous  Behaviour   of  the  Mob  the    fame  Wednefday 
I  Night ;  who,  if  poflible,  began  to  ac"t  with  more  Fury 
I  after  the  Diftribution  of  thefe  Papers  than  before  ;  nor 
['  was  it  greatly  to  be  wondered  at,  for  furely  nothing 
>  could  be  more  likely  to  incenfe  them  further,  than  ap- 
\\  pealing  to  them/elves,  and  putting  them  in  Mind  of  the 
{Injuries,  the  Dijlreffes,  and  Innocence  of  the  Objeft  they 
I  contended  for. 

f  This  Witnefs  had  been  for  fome  Time  before  ex- 
tremely ill  of  a  Fever,  and  was  not  perfectly  recovered 
at  the  Time  of  his  Examination,  which  took  up  near 
two  Hours. 

pofed, 
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pofed,  that  hearing  the  Girl,  whofe  melancholy 
Story  was  related  in  a  News-Paper  of  the  31ft  of 
January  1753,  had  lived  a  Servant  with  Mr.  Lyon  of 
Alder manbury^  he  went  to  him  to  learn  the  Truth 
of  it  5  and  was  well  fatisfied,  and  gave  entire  Credit 
to  the  Account  he  then  received  ;  at  the  fame  Time 
declaring  his  Willingnefs  to  do  her  any  Service  in 
his  Power,  and  offering  his  Affiftance  to  bring  the 
Offenders  to  Juftice  ;  that  he  accordingly  went  with 
her,  as  a  Friend,  when  fhe  was  carried  before  Al- 
derman Chitty  (who  happened  to  be  the  Sitting  Al- 
derman), and  was  prefent,  and  clearly  heard  her 
Examination  before  that  Gentleman  ;  that  he  thinks 
Mr.  Adatnfon  was  there,  but  does  not  know  Scarrat ; 
that  Canning  being  afked  what  Sort  of  a  Room  fhe 
was  confined  in,  replied,  it  was  a  little  fquare  darkifh 
Room  ;  that  there  was  a  Board  nailed  up  againft  the 
Window,  through  the  Cracks  of  which  fhe  declared 
fhe  faw  the  Hertford  Stage- Coach  go  by,  that  ufed  to 
carry  her  Miftrefs  ;  that  there  was  an  Iron  Grate  in 
the  Chimney,  and  a  few  Pictures  over  it  j  alfo  an 
old  broken  Stool  or  Chair,  and  that  fhe  had  been 
obliged  to  lie  upon  the  Boards  ;  that  this  laft  Cir- 
cumftance  particularly  affedted  him  on  account  of 
the  Severity  of  the  Weather— —Alderman  Chitty 
coming  now  into  Court,  he  was  bid  to  ftand  down, 
and  the  Alderman  was  examined. 

37. Thomas  Chitty,  Efq;  (whofpoke  from  the 
Minutes  he  took  upon  the  Examination  of  Elizabeth 
Canning  on  January  the  31ft,  1753?  before  him  at 
Guildhall)  declared  that  Elizabeth  Canning  fwore, 
that  upon  laft  New  Year's-Day,  as  fhe  was  return- 
ing from  her  Uncle's,  at  or  near  Salt-Petre-Bank, 
as  flie  came  along  by  the  dead  Wall  againft  Bedlam  in 
Moorfulds^  fhe  was  met  by  two  Men,  who  flopped 

her, 
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her,  and  robbed  her  of  half  a  Guinea^  three  Shillings^ 
and  a  Halfpenny,  alfo  her  Gown  oft*  her  Back ;  thac 
flie  ftruggled,  and  made  a  Noife,  and  then  one  of 
them  flopped  her  Mouth  with  fomething  like  a 
Handkerchief,  and  fwore  if  flie  made  any  Noife  or 
Refinance  they  would  kill  her;  that  they  then  hit 
her  a  Blow  over  the  Head  and  Jlunned  her,  and 
forced  her  along  through  Bijhopfgate-flreet,  each  hold- 
ing her  up  under  the  Arms,  but  did  not  remember  any 
thing  more  that  parted  \  and  did  not  come  to  herfelf\ 
till  about  half  an  Hour  before  fhe  came  to  Enficld- 
Wajh,  fo  called,  as  flie  has  learned  fince,  to  JVells\ 
Hpufe  there,  and  put  her  in  where  were  fever  al  Per- 
fons  in  the  Room ;  and  they  faid,  fhe  muft  do  as 
they  did,  and  if  fo,  flie  fliould  have  fine  Cloaths,  i£ti 
She  faid,  flie  would  not,  but  would  go  Home,  and 
refufed  Compliance  ;  and  then  a  Woman  forced  her 
up  Stairs  into  a  Room  ;  and  with  a  Cafe  knife,  fhe. 
had  in  her  Hand,  cut  the  Lace  of  her  Stays,  and  took 
them  away  ;  and  told  her  there  was  Bread  and  (l  ater 
in  the  faid.  Room ;  and,  if  flie  made  any  Noife,  would 
come  up  immediately  and  cut  her  Throat  ;  then  went 
out  and  locked  the  Door,  and  never  fee  her  nor  any 
cue  of  them  fince,  till  after  her  Efcape  :  That  the 
Bread  was  in  Quantity  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Peck 
Loaf  in  Pieces,  and  about  three  Quarters  of  a  Gal- 
Jon  of  Water,  or  little  more,  in  a  Pitcher,  as  ftfe 
fuppofed,  on  which  only  flie  fublifted,  and  a  Penny 
Minc'd-Pye,  till  flie  got  awav,  which  was  the  29th 
Day,  about  half  an  Hour  after  Three  o'Clock,  or 
Four  in  the  Afternoon,  and  then  made  the  bell  or 
her  Way  to  Town  to  her  Mother's,  at  the  Bottom 
of  Aldermanbury,  She  further  faid,  upon  being 
queftioned,  that  flie  had  no  Stool  all  the  Time,  only 
made  a  little  Water.*       She  alfo  faid  there  was  an 

I  old 
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eld  Stool  or  two,  an  old  Table,  and  an  old  Pi&ure  over 
the  Chimney,  two  Windows  in  the  Room,  one 
fattened  up  with  Boards,  and  the  other  Part  ditto 
and  Glafs,  which  latter  fhe  made  a  Hole  in  ;  by 
removing  a  Pane  of  Glafs,  and  forced  part  open, 
and  got  out  on  a  fmall  Shed  of  Boards  or  Pent-honfe, 
and  fo  flid  dozvn  and  jumped  on  a  Bank  behind  the 
faid  Houfe,  and  fo  got  into  the  Road,  and  proceeded  to 
her  Mother's  that  Night, which  was  about  10  o'Clock. 

So  far  from  his  Minutes ;  To  which  he  fur- 
ther added,  upon  Interrogatories  put  to  him,  that 
fhe  defcribed  the  Room  to  be  a  little,  fquare,  dark 

or  darkifh  Room  ;  that  fhe  made  no  mention 

of  Hay,  and  declared  (he  lay  upon  the  Boards,—-*- 
that  {he  took  no  Notice  of  any  Tobacco-mould  or 

Saddle,   nor  the  Name  of  any  Perfon  :  that  (he 

faid  the  Number  of  Pieces  of  Bread  which  fhe  found 
in  the  Room  were  five  or  fix,  and  that  fhe  had 
not  drank  up  all  her  Water,  when  fhe  made  her 
Efcape. — That  fhe  did  not  particularize  any  Gipfey, 
or  remarkable  Woman  ;  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
Story  appeared  to  him  fo  incredible,  that  he  was  un- 
willing to  grant  any  Warrant ;  but  was  prevailed  on 
by  the  good  Character  given  of  the  Girl  by  her  Ma- 
tters Wintlebury  and  Lyon,  to  ifliie  one  for  the  appre- 
hending Mother  Wells,  upon  her  fwearing  all  this  to 
be  true. 

Being  afked  how  the  Warrant  *  came  to  be  dire&ed 

againft 

*  Copy  of  the  WARRANT. 

fo  all  Corfahles,   and  other  His  Majefiys  Officers  of  tbi 
Peace,  'whom  thefc  may  Concern, 

London,  to  wit,  Thefe  are,  in  His  Majefty's  Name,  to 
command  you,  and  every  of  you,  upon  Sight  hereof, 

to 


againft  Mother  Wells,  or  whether  Canning  had  fwora 
the  Fail  pofitively  againft  Mother  Wells  by  Name  ? 
He  replied,  that  he  could  not  be  certain,  who  men- 
I  2  tioned 

to  take  and  bring  before  me,  or  fome  other  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  City  and  Liber- 
ties, the  Body  of  a  Perfon  that  pes  by  the  Name  of  Mo- 
ther Wells,  and  lives  at  Enfieki-Wafh,  in  the  County  of 
Middlefex ;  of  whom  you  fhall  Notice,  to  anfwer  to 
all  fuch  Matters  and  Things,  as  on  His  Majefty's  Behalf 
lhail  be  obje&ed  againft  her  by  Elizabeth  Canning  for 
violently  alfaulting  her,  and  {tripping  her  of  a  Pair  of 
Stays,  Value  20  /.  and  upwards,  her  Property,  after- 
wards forcibly  detaining  her  in  a  Room  in  her  Houfe, 
and  there  keeping  her  with  Bread  and  Water,  for  up- 
wards of  three  Weeks,  from  whence  Ihe  made  her  Efcape, 
as^  Oath  hath  been  made  thereof  before  me.  Hereof* 
fail  not,  at  your  Peril.  Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal* 
this  31  ft  Day  of  January ,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  175% 

THO.  CHIT  TV. 

\To  all  Conflables,  Headborovgbs,  and  other  His  Majeffz 
Officers  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  County  y  <who?n  theje  may 
Concern. 

Middlefex,  to  wit.  Let  the  within  Warrant  be  exe- 
cuted in  this  County,  if  the  within  defcribed  Perfon,' 
who  goes  by  the  Name  of  Mother  W(llsy  be  found 
therein.  Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal,  this  31ft  Day 
pf  January^  1 75  3. 

WILLIAM  WITHERS, 

I Februarys  1753. 
Committed  Mary  Squires  to  Neiv-Prifon,  and  Sufaw& 
Wells  to  Bridewell. 

MERRY  T  YSHM  AKER; 
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tioned  the  Name  of  Wells,  but  that  die  Girl  infifted 
that  it  was  the  Woman  of  the  Houfe,  who  had 
treated  her  in  this  Manner,  which  he  believed  to  be 
the  Reafon  of  IVells's  Name  being  inferted,  nor  was 
any  other  Name  made  Ufe  of  in  the  Courfe  of  the 

Accufation.  He  was  pofitive  to  Cannings  faying 

£he  was  carried  through  Bijhopfgate-Jlreet.  The 

Girl's  Mother  being  prefent,  faid,  when  her  Daugh- 
ter came  Home,  (he  got  her  fome  Wine  and  Water, 
but  (he  could  not  fwallow  it  ;  upon  which  fhe  fent , 
to  an  Apothecary  for  Advice. 

Mr.  Najh  was  again  called,  and  in  Continuation 
of  what  he  had  faid  before,  further  depofed,  that  a 
Warrant  was  granted,  and  delivered  either  to  him , 
or  Mr.  Lyon,  he  is  uncertain  which ;  that  they  in- 
tended to  have  gone  to  Enfield  that  Night,  but  that 
his  Wife  difagreeing  to  it,  their  Journey  was  poft- 
poned  till  the  next  Morning,  being  the  ift  of  Fe- 
bruary; when,  he  with  Mr.  Lyon,  the  Girl's  Mat- 
ter, Mr.  Hague,  and  Mr.  Aldridge,  went  in  a  Coach 
to  Mother  Well?*.  That  the  Warrant  had  beer, 
<riven  to  one  White,  an  Officer  of  the  Lord  Mayor's,, 
that  he  might  fecure  the  People  early  in  the  Morn- 

jn(y  :  .That  when  they  were  about  a  Mile  froni 

Enfield  Wajh  ;  they  were  met  by  fomePerfons,  wh<! 
came  riding  back  very  faft,  to  acquaint  them  tha; 
all  in  the  Houfe  were  in  fafe  Cuftody  ;  that  as  foor 
as  they  arrived  at  /^&'s,he  was  impatient  to  fee  th, 
Place  where  Canning  had  been  confin'd,  and  wen: 
into  three  Rooms;  but  none  of  thefe  aniwering  th 
Defcription  Canning  had  given  of  it,  he  went  int 
the  Kitchen,  and  afked  a  Man,  he  found  there 
■whether  there  were  no  other  Rooms  in  the  Koufe 
that  the  faid  Man  unbuttoned  a  Door,  which  goini 
up  a  few  Steps,  led  into  the  Loft ;  that  there  was  rl 
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Lock  upon  the  Door,  nor  could  he  difcovcr  any 
Appearance  of  their  having  been  one  ;  that  it  wa* 
an  outward  Door,  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Stairs,, 
opening  into  the  Kitchen,  to  which  there  was  a  Bar, 
that  fecured  both  the  Cellar  and  the  Loft:  That 
!  going  up,  he  found  this  Loft  to  be  a  Ion?  narrow 
Room,  that  there  was  no-body  then  with  him,  ex- 
cept the  Man  who  (hewed  h  im  up  ;  that  find i hp* 
i  this  Place  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  Girl's  Defci  iptioii", 
Ihe  did  not  at  that  Time  make  any  particular  Obser- 
vations upon  what  he  faw  there,  but  could  not: 
ihelp  wondering  where  the  Room  could  he,  that 
the  Girl  had  been  confined  in  ;  that  he  came 
[down  to  White,  the  Officer,  and  afked  him  what: 
he  thought  of  the  Affair,  who  (aid,  he  believed, 
ithey  were  got  into  the  wrong  Box.  He  then  went 
to  his  Companions,  who  were  at  the  Sun  and  Punch- 
Bowl,  a  Publick-Houfe  over  the  Way  ;  and  afked 
them,  whether  they  would  not  go  over  and  fee  the 
iRoom  ;  upon  which  they  all  came,  and  went  up  in- 
llto  this  Loft ;  that  upon  Somebody's  faying  that  muft 
jbe  the  Room  ;  he  replied,  that  it  did  not  at  all  an- 
Twer  the  Defcription  given  of  it  by  the  Girl;  that 
Mr.  Lyon  anfwered,  that  the  Things  they  faw  there 
[[might  have  been  put  in  fince;.  that  thefe  Things 
hjmfifted  of  about  half  a  Load  of  Hay,  a  Neft  of 
Drawers,  about  fix  Feet  long,  by  three  Feet  high  ; 
fend  a  Tub,  in  which  was  contained  fome  Pollard, 
i:hree  old  Saddles,  two  of  them  Womens  Saddles,  and 
ill  Parcel  of  Hay,  made  like  a  Bed  ;  over  which  were 
ht  Jack-line  and  Pullies  ;  and  that  there  was  a  thin 
^Clay  and  Lath-wall,  which  feparated  the  Loft  and 
►[he  Kitchen;  that  if  this  Hay  had  been  removed, 
t  my  one  might  fee  very  plain  what  patted  in  the 
Kitchen,  and  acrofs  the  Kitchen  into  the  Road; 

I  3  that 
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that  there  was  a  little  Chimney  in  the  Room,  which 
feerried  to  have  been  intended  to  warm  a  Glue-pot; 
that  over  this  Chimney  was  a  little  Ledge,  upon 
which  flood  an  old  rufty  Cafement,  fo  covered  with 
Duft  and  Cobwebs,  that  he  concluded  it  muft  have 
remained  in  the  fame  Situation  for  many  Years, 
feeing  it  was  in  a  Manner  joined  to  the  Wall  by  the 
Cobwebs  ,  that  there  was  no  Grate,  nor  the  Ap- 
pearance of  any  one  having  been  in  the  Chimney ; 
that  there  was  no  Sign  of  any  Picture  having  ever  been 
over  the  Chimney  ;  that  at  the  North  End  of  the 
Room  there  was  a  Window,  one  Part  glazed,  and 
the  other  boarded  up  ;  which  Window  commanded 
the  high  Road,  through  which  all  Travellers  might 
be  feen,  and  even  heard ;  that  within  nine  or  ten 
Feet  of  this  Window  there  was  a  Pond,  where  the 
Neighbours  and  Paflengers  ufed  daily  to  water  their 
Horfes  ;  the  other  Window  in  the  Room,  he  faid, 
never  had  been  boarded  up,  and  that  was  large 
enough  for  him  to  get  out  at  ;  and  fo  low,  that  he 
fhook  Hands  out  of  it  with  his  Wife,  fhe  {land- 
ing upon  the  Ground,  on  the  Outfide ;  that 
the  Cafement  opened  and  (hut  very  eafy,  and 
that  there  were  Trees  growing  almoft  within  his 
Reach  :  The  Room,  he  infifted,  could  never  have 
been  dark,  becaufe  the  Tiles  were  not  pointed  ;  nor 
did  he  then  fee  any  Pitcher  there  :  He  alfo  faid,  that 
Mr.  Adamfon  pulled  down  the  Boards  from  the 
North  Window,  forne  Time  before  Canning  came  ; 
that  finding  the  People  all  fecured,  they  returned 
again  to  the  Publick-Houfe,  where  being  impatient 
for  the  Arrival  of  the  Girl,  it  was  agreed  that  one 
of  the  Horfemen  fhould  be  detached  to  meet  the 
Chaife  in  which  Canning  wa^  coming  ;  that  Adam- 
fin  and  another  tofied  up  who  fhould  go,  and  that 

Adam- 
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Adamfon  went  and  returned,  waving  his  Hat,  and 
faying,  We  are  all  rights  for  Bett  fays  there  is  a  little 
Hay  in  the  Room  :  That  when  Canning  came,  {he 
was  lifted  out  of  the  Chaife,  and  carried  in  a  Man's 
Arms  into  the  Kitchen,  where  fhe  was  placed  upon 
a  Drefler  for  four  or  five  Minutes  ;  that  the  Door  of 
the  Loft  was  then  open ;  that  (he  afterward  fat  upon 
a  Stool  in  the  Middle  of  the  fame  Room  for  near 
twenty  Minutes.  The  Door  of  the  Loft  continuing 
all  the  while  open  :  That  from  thence  fhe  was  taker? 
into  the  Parlour,  in  which  Room  all  the  People  be- 
longing to  the  Houfe  were,  in  order  for  her  to  fix 
upon  the  Perfon,  who  cut  off  her  Stays :  That  the 
Gipfey  fat  on  the  Right,  and  Mother  Wells  on  the 
Left-hand  \  when  Canning  almoft  immediately  pitched 
upon  Mary  Squires ,  and  faid  that  was  the  Woman  that 
robbed  her  :  But  he  is  pofitive  the  Girl  could  not  fee 
the  old  Woman's  Face  at  the  Time  fhe  fingled  her 
out ;  that  Squire's  Daughter  telling  her  Mother,  that 
(he  was  the  Perfon  declared  to  be  guilty  of  the  Rob* 
bery,  the  old  Woman  got  up,  and  coming  towards  Eli- 
zabeth Canning,  faid,  What,  I  robbed  you  Madam? 
Look  at  this  Face,  if  you  have  ever  feen  it  before,  you 
muji  remember  it,  for  fuwly  God  Almighty  never  made 
fuch  another.  That  upon  Squires' $  afking  when  it  was, 
and  Canning's  faying  it  was  la'ft  New-Year  s-Day  ; 
fhe  replied,  Lord !  Madam,  I  was  an  hundred  and 
twenty  Miles  off  at  that  Time  :  That  he  afked  her 
where  fhe  was  ;  file,  without  Hefitation,  replied  at 
Abbot/bury  in  Dorfetfoire ;  and  that  fhe  could  bring 
an  hundred  Witnefles  to  prove  it ;  fome  of  whom 
had  known  her  thirty  or  forty  Years,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  her  Son  and  Daughter  ;  that,  at  the  fame 
Time,  it  was  agreed,  (he  had  been  there  but  a  very 
little  while,  by  the  reft  of  the  People  prefent,  and 
I  4  par- 
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particularly  by  one,  a  Woman,  called  Natus  ;  who 
jaid  flie  had  lived  there  ten  or  eleven  Weeksy  and 
who  alio  infifted  fhe  had  never  feen  Elizabeth  Canning 
before  ?  which  was  likewife  affirmed  by  the  others. 

This  Witnefs  added,  that  Canning  was  afterwards 
led  into  feveral  Rooms,  in  order  to  determine  where 
fhe  had  been  confined  ;  and  being  at  laft  brought 
into  the  Loft,  faid,  fhe  believed  that  to  be  the  Room  : 
Being  asked  what  fhe  remembered  it  by,  fhe  turned 
about  on  her  Left-hand,  and  faid,  fhe  remembered  it 
by  that  Hay ;  that  it  was  the  fame  fhe  lay  upon?  but 
that  there  was  now  more  of  it. — Being  asked  what 
elfe  fhe  recollected,  and  a  Pitcher  being  produced  to 
her,  fhe  faid,  it  was  the  Jug  /he  had  her  Water  in 
One  of  the  Company  took  up  a  Tobacco-mould?  and 
ajked  her?  if  Jhe  reinember'd  that  ?  She  faid,  Jhe  did. 
—  Being  asked  by  another,  whether  there  were  any 
Saddles  in  the  Room?  fhe  replied,  Jhe  believed  there 
might  be  One. — She  was  alfo  questioned  as  to  the 
other  Things  that  were  found  in  the  Room,  parti- 
cularly the  Nejl  of  Drawers?  the  Jack-line  and 
Pullies?  flie  did  not  exprefs  the  leaft  Remembrance 
of  them  ; — and  upon  being  asked  why  fhe  did  not 
make  her  Efcape  out  of  the  Eaft  Window ;  fhe 
anfwered,  Jhe  believed  it  to  be  fajl. 

Thefe  Inconfiftencies  between  the  Defcription  of 
the  Room  given  before  Alderman  Chitty?  and  the 
Condition  they  found  it  in,  induced  him  to  entertain 
a  lefs  favourable  Opinion  of  Canning?  infomuch,  that 
from  that  Time  he  refolved  not  to  trouble  himfelf 
further  about  her.  Being  interrogated  more  than 
once  upon  this  Head,  he  declared,  that  from  hence 
he  concluded  fhe  muft  be  greatly  miftaken  ;  and 
therefore  he  gave  over  efpoufing  her  Caufe.  Being 
asked  whether  he  had  made  any  Memorandums  of 

what 
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what  had  parted  before  the  Sitting- Alderman,  or  of 
any  lubfequent  Transactions,  he  admitted  he  had  not, 
but  that  he  had  fo  often  repeated  it  in  Converfation,. 
that  every  Part  of  it  was  frefli  in  his  Memory  :  It 
was  enquired  of  him,  how  it  happened  that  he  did 
tvot  declare  this  on  the  Trial  of  Mary  Squires  ;  he 
jeplicd,  that  he  was  Butler  to  the  Company  of  Gold? 
jmiths,  and  having  a  publick  Dinner  that  Day  at 
their  Hall,  on  which  Occafion  a  conliderable  Quan- 
tity of  Plate  was  entrufted  to  his  Care,  he  was 
obliged  to. attend  them,  and  left  the  Old  Bailey  by 
Eleven  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  ;  that  though  he 
was  diffatisfied  with  Canning's  Teftimony,  yet  he 
did  not  apprehend  there  would  have  been  Sufficient 
Evidence  to  have  convicted  the  old  Woman;  for 
that  if  he  had  fo  thought,  he  would  have  (laid  and 
faid  the  fame  he  has  now  done  ;  but  that  as  foon  as 
he  heard  a  further  Enquiry  was  making  into  this 
Affair  by  the  Lord-mayor,  he  went  and  offered  him- 
felf  voluntarily  to  his  Lordfhip,  and  declared  what 
he  knew  of  the  Matter. — Being  asked  whether  Judith 
Natus  faid  fhe  had  lain  in  the  Loft  ten  or  eleven 
Weeks,  or  only  in  the  Houfe,  was  certain  to  the 
Loft.- — A  Letter  was  (hewn  him,  which  he  admitted 
to  be  his  Hand-writing. 

N.  B.  I  have  forgot  to  obferve,  that  in  the  earlieft 
Part  of  Mr.  NaJWs  Teftimony,  he  was  asked,  whe- 
ther he  had  communicated  Elizabeth  Canning's  De- 
fcription  of  the  Place  fhe  faid  fhe  had  been  confin'd 
in,  to  Mr.  Hague  and  Mr.  Aldridge^  previous  to  their 
going  down  to  Enfield  Wajh  $  to  which  he  replied, 
that  he  had. 
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38.  John  Hague,  Who  agreed  in  general  with 
the  preceding  Witnefs  as  to  the  Defcription  of  Mother 
Wells's  Loft,  and  every  Tranfaftion  antecedent  to 
Canning's  Arrival :  He  alfo  faid,  that  after  her  being 
brought  into  the  Houfe,  he  was  the  Perfon  that  led 
her  into  the  Kitchen ;  that  during  her  Stay  in  the 
Kitchen,  which  was  upwards  of  a  Quarter  of  an 
Hour,  (he  gave  not  the  leaft  Intimation  of  her  having 
feen  it  before ;  nor,  though  the  Door  leading  up  to 
the  Workfhop  was  all  the  while  open,  did  fhe  take 
any  Notice  of  the  Stairs ;  That  from  hence  he  led 
her  into  the  Parlour,  where,  being  feated  on  a 
Chair  or  Table,  (he  prefently  charged  Mary  Squires 
with  the  Robbery,  and  infifted,  Jhe  was  the  old 
Woman  who  cut  off  her  Stays  ;  that  at  this  Time  he 
flood  clofe  by  her,  and  declared  he  could  not  fee  the 
old  Woman's  Face,  nor  did  he  believe  it  was  pof- 
fible  that  fhe  could  ;  that  upon  hearing  her  Mother 
charg'd,  Lucy  Squires  faid  to  Canning  ;  Lord,  Madam  ; 
take  care  what  you  fay for  my  Mother's  Life  is  at 
Stake,  Jhe  was  at  Abbotsbury  at  that  Time ;  and 
that  when  the  old  Woman  underftood  that  fhe  was 
charged  with  this  Offence,  fhe  got  up,  and  exprefs'd 
herfelf,  as  in  the  foregoing  Depofition  — That  after 
this  he  and  another  Perfon,  a  Stranger  to  him,  led 
the  Girl  up  the  Front-Stairs,  facing  the  Door,  and 
fhewed  her  two  Rooms,  neither  of  which  fhe  faid, 
without  Hefitation,  was  the  Room  fhe  had  been  in  : 
That  then  they  came  down,  and  went  again  thro' 
the  Kitchen  and  up  into  the  Workfhop ;  as  foon  as- 
fhe  came  up  Stairs,  fhe  turned  firft  on  her  Right- 
hand,  towards  the  Chimney,  and  fbok  no  Notice  ; 
fhe  then  turned  on  her  Left-hand,  where  the  Hay 

lay, 
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lay,  and  immediately  declared,  This  is  the  Room  ; 
upon  which  her  Mother,  who  followed  her,  ajfo  faid, 
Ay,  this  is  the  TRmoth  tvhere  my  poor  dear  Child  was  con~ 
fined  in. — This  Deponent  then  fpeaking  to  the  Mo- 
ther, asked  her,  Was  you  here  along  with  her  ?  To 
which  {lie  replied,  A7*?,  but  I  believe  every  Word  that 
<uv  Child  Jays  ;  upon  which,  he  laid  to  her,  then  pray 
put  no  Words  into  your  Daughter's  Mouthy  but  leave 
us  to  ask  her  Queftions. 

He  further  faid,  that  he  then  went  to  the  Eajl 
Window,  and  opened  it  very  eafily,  the  Girl  at  the 
fame  Time  having  hold  of  his  Arm  ;  when  he 
asked  her,  '  Child,  Why  did  you  not  get  out  at  this 
Window  ?5  To  which  (he  made  Anfwer,  that  floe 
believed  it  was  nailed — That  turning  about,  he  toak 
up  a  Pitcher,  and  asked  her  if  that  was  the  Pitcher 
flie  had  her  Water  in  ?  To  which  flie  replied,  Yes. 
He  then  took  her  to  the  Chimney,  and  faid  to  her, 
'*  Child,  you  fwore  before  Alderman  Chitty  that 
H  there  was  a  Grate,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
4'  that  there  ever  was  any  fuch  Thing  here!"  That 
he  quitted  her  Arm,  and  examining  the  Chimney 
more  narrowly,  found  it  full  of  Cobwebs,  inter- 
iperfcd  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they  muft  have  been 
forming  a  very  long  Time. — He  then  mentioned  to- 
her,  her  having  fworn  to  there  being  Pi&ures  over 
the  Chimney,  and  asked  her,  "  Did  you  take  this 
"  old  Cafement  for  Pi&ures  V  To  which  {he  made 
no  Reply. — That  he  then  moved  the  Cafement  from 
the  Wall,  to  which  it  was  joined  by  Cobwebs;  and 
where  the  Cafement  had  touched  the  Wall,  it  ap- 
peared white,  and  all  the  reft  was  covered  with 
Dirt  and  Cobwebs. — He  then  asked  her,  whether 
fhe  remembered  the  three  Saddles,  which  were  like- 
wife  very  dirty  ?  To  which  flie  replied,  Jbe  beluveti 

there 
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there  <wa$  one.~ He  next  queftioned  her  concerning 
the  Drawers  ;  her  Anfwer  was,  No,  fije  could  not  fay, 
fie  had  ever  feen  them  before. — "How  could  you, 
"  Child,  he  faid  to  her,  he  here  twenty-eight 
"  Days,  and  not  fee  this  Neft  of  Drawers  *,  all 
"  over  covered  with  Duft,  Dirt,  and  Cobwebs  !" 
She  ftill  anfwering,  Jhe  did  not  fee  them  ;  he  then 
faid,  "Z — ds,  Child,  I  don't  know  how  to  think, 
4C  you  was  ever  here  at  all with  which  ended  their 
Converfation.  „ 

On  his  Crofs  Examination  he  was  asked,  Why 
he  did  not  give  this  Evidence  on  the  Trial  of  Mary 
Squires ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  feveral  Times 
intended  it,  but  that  Aftonifhment  tied  up'  his 
Tongue. — He  alfo  declared,  that  as  foon  as  he  heard 
that  this  Affair  was  going  to  be  re-examined,  he 
voluntarily  offered  himfelf  to  the  late  Lord  Mayor; 
and  that  when  he  firft:  engaged  in  this  Affair,  it  was 
as  a  Friend  to  the  Girl ;  but  that  from  the  laid  firft 
of  February  he  totally  deferted  her. 

39.  Edward  Aldridge,  depofed  to  his  ac- 
companying the  two  foregoing  Deponents  to  Enfield- 
wajh  at  the  fame  Time ;  he  then  confirmed  in 
general  what  they  had  faid,  but  was  not  quite  fo 
particular  ;  he  alfo  declared  that  his  Intention  at 
that  Time  was  to  ferve  the  Girl,  but  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Place  being  fo  very  different  from  what 
fee  had  defcribed,  he  was  convinced  that  fhe  muft 
have  been  miftaken,  and  therefore  from  that  Time 
left  off  efpoufing  her  Caufe. — Upon  his  Crofs  Exa- 
mination, being  asked  why  he  did  not  give  Evidence 
at  the  Trial  of  Squires  $  he  faid,  that  he  did  not 
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flay  to  hear  the  Whole  of  that  Trial,  being  oblig'd 
to  dine  with  Company. 

40.  William  White,  One  of  the  City  Mar- 
{hal-men,  faid  he  was  employed  by  Canning's  Friends 
to  go  down  to  Enfield  Wafl)>  to  affift  in  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  Warrant,  and  that  he  arrived  there  about 
Nine  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  ;  that  he  put  up  his 
Horfe  at  a  Publick  Houfe,  the  Sign  of  the  Sun  and 
Punch-bowl,  oppolite  to  Well's  Houfe  ;  that  at  this 
Publick  Houfe  he  found  three  Perfons,  whofe  Names, 
as  he  was  afterwards  informed,  were  Adarnfon,  Skar« 
rat)  and  Wintlebury^  who  had  got  a  Peace-officer 
with  them,  and  one  of  them  inform'd  him  that 
Mother  Wells  was  juft  gone  by  ;  he  asked  why  they 
did  not  fecure  her,  and  faid  to  them,  Let  us  go  over 
immediately and  get  into  the  Houfe  ;  which  they  ac- 
cordingly did  :  That  as  foon  as  they  entered  the 
Houfe,  they  found  Mother  Wells  and  fome  other 
Women  in  the  Parlour ;  that  Adamfon  told  him,  that 
was  the  Woman,  pointing  to  Mother  Wells  ;  upon 
which  he  drew  his  Hanger,  and  told  them,  they 
mufl  not  go  out  of  the  Room ;  and  fet  a  Guard 
upon  the  Door.  From  thence  he  went  up  the  Stairs 
fronting  the  Street-door,  and  in  a  Room  on  the 
Right-hand  he  found  the  old  Gipfey  and  her  two 
Daughters,  whom  he  alfo  ordered  to  come  down 
Stairs,  and  told  them  they  mufl:  not  go  away  ;  having 
fecured  them  all,  George  Squires  came  into  the  Room, 
to  whom  he  likewife  faid,  that  he  mufl:  not  go 
(away;  for  that  a  Robbery  had  been  committed  in 
that  Houfe,  and  that  No-body  mould  ftir  till  the 
iPerfon  came  who  had  been  robbed. — That  George 
\ asked  him  when  this  Robbery  was  ;  to  which  he  re- 
,pl^ed,  that  it  was  on  a  very  remarkable  Day,  the 
Firft  of  January  j  on  which  George  immediately  faid, 
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We  were  then  in  Dorfetfliire,  at  a  Pl/ce  called  Abbotf- 
bury,  /even  or  eight  Miles  fromJ^orcheRer. 

Having  placed  a  proper  Guard  over  thefe,  he 
went  into  the  Kitchen,  and  through  an  Opening  at 
the  Top  of  a  Door,  which  he  afterwards  found  led 
up  to  the  Loft,  he  faw  the  Appearance  of  a  Wo- 
man's Head ;  upon  which  he  opened  the  Door,  an$ 
went  up  Stairs,  where  he  found  Judith  Natus  drefling 
herfelf :  That  he  alfo  took  her,  and  confined  her 
with  the  others  in  the  Parlour. — After  this,  he  re- 
turned into  the  Hay-loft,  from  whence  he  had 
brought  Judith  Natus,  to  make  Obfervations  on  the 
Room;  in  his  Defcription  of  which,  he  corre- 
fponded  with  the  three  preceding  Witneffes ;  and 
fays,  he  began  to  fufpedt  that  Canning  had  beenmif- 
taken,  becaufe  it  did  not  in  the  leaft  agree  with  the 
Account,  he  had  been  told,  (he  had  before  given  of 
ft. — He  then  went  to  obferve  what  he  could  fee  on 
the  Outfide  of  the  Houfe,  and  particularly  at  the 
WindowfrontingtheRoad,  having  been  told  by  Adam- 
Jon,  that  was  the  Window  out  of  which  the  Girl  made 
her  Efcape. — That  he  obferved  it  to  be  a  foft  Clay- 
ground,  and  that  juft  under  the  Window  there  lay 
a  Heap  of  human  Ordure,  as  high  as  a  Quart  Pot ; 
that  there  were  no  Marks  of  any  Footfteps  on  or 
near  it  ->  and  that,  upon  the  Whole,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  that  any  Body  had  got  out  of  that 
Window. — He  fays,  that  Adamfon  would  have  per- 
fvvaded  him  that  there  were  fome  Scratches,  or  Marks 
of  Toes,  upon  the  Wall,  but  he  could  not  perceive 
any;  neither  could  he  difcover  any  Penthoufe  or' 
Shed. 

Canning  being  come,  fhe  was  carried  into  the 
Kitchen  at  firft,  and  placed  upon  the  Dreiler  on  the 
Left-hand  -3  (he  was  afterwards  feated  upon  a  Stool 

in 
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in  the  Kitchen,  fyhcn  it  was  propofed  by  fome  of  her 
Friends,  that  the  Women  fhould  be  called  in  one  at 
a  Time,  that  the  Girl  might  pitch  upon  thePerfon 
who  had  robbed  her  :— To  this  he  objected,  left  any 
private  Signal  fhould  be  given  when  Mother  Wells 
came  in  ;  two  of  the  Women  had  been  already 
called,  who  he  defired  to  go  back  again,  and  take 
their  Places;  and  that  Canning  might  be  carried  into 
the  Parlour,  and  there  fingle  out  the  guilty  Perfon 
from  the  reft :  At  the  fame  Time  he  begged  of  her 
to  be  careful  and  certain  before  fhe  fpoke. — That 
prefently  after  Canning  was  brought  into  the  Parlour, 
fhe  fixed  upon  the  old  Gipfey,  of  whofe  Behaviour, 
upon  being  charged,  he  gave  the  fame  Account  as 
had  been  given  by  Najh,  Hague^  and  Aldridge  ;  is 
uncertain  whether  the  Girl  could  fee  Squires's  Face, 
at  the  Time  fhe  pitch'd  upon  her ;  that  the  old  Wo- 
man, George  and  Lucy^  perlifted  in  their  having  beefy 
at  Abbotsbury^  and  the  other  Daughter  faid,  fhe  was 
at  her  Uncle's  in  the  Borough  that  very  Cb?'ij?mas. 

On  his  Crofs  Examination  he  was  asked,  whether 
he  met  with  any  Oppofition  ;  he  anfwered,  No  ;  that 
they  all  feemed  willing  to  be  examined  in  the  ftri&efl 
Manner. — Being  again  interrogated,  whether  one 
Long  did  not  refufe  to  let  him  fearch  a  particular 
Room  ?  his  Reply  was,  that  Long  only  asked  to  fee 
his  Authority  ;  that  himfelf  being  a  Conftable  for  the 
City,  and  not  for  the  County,  he  called  the  proper 
Conftable,  who  had  the  Warrant;  upon  feeing 
which,  Long  immediately  gave  him  Leave  to  enter. 

41.  Fortune  Natus  *,  depofed  that  he  and 
his  Wife  lay  in  the  Workfhop  all  the  Time  Canning 

pre- 

*  For  this  Mzm  and  his  Wife  fee  above,  Page  37 
and  81. 
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pretended  to  have  been  confined  there ;  that  when 
they  came  to  live  at  Weltis,  there  was  Haif  a  l  oad  of 
Hay  in  the  fame  Room  ;  that  his  Bed  was  made  of 
Hay,  and  his  Bolfter  was  a  Bag  of  Woo)  ;  that 
there  was  no  Grate  in  the  Room,  but  that  there 
were  a  Neft  of  Drawers,  two  or  three  Side  Saddles, 
a  Man's  Saddle,  a  large  Drawer,  with  fome  Pollard, 
and  a  Tub,  hooped  with  Iron  Hoops  \  that  there 
were  alio  an  old  Gun,  and  Gun-barrel,  and  a  Beer- 
barrel  or  Kilderkin  \  that  there  was  alio  a  Jack-line 
and  Pullies,  which  came  through  a  Hole  at  his  Bed's 
Head,  the  Siz^e  of  which  Hole  he  defcribed,  by  its 
being  about  the  Bignefs  of  a  fmall  Folio  Volume  of 
Statutes  (fhewn  him  in  Court)  hefaidit  was  as  long, 
but  not  fo  wide. — He  alfo  faid  there  was  a  Sign  ftand-. 
ing  againft  the  Wall  in  the  Room,  that  it  was  the 
Sign  of  the  Crown^  ufed  to  hang  at  Mother  Welti  % 
Door,  and  that  it  was  bought  by  one  Ezra  Whiffin  ; 
that  there  were  no  Pictures,  but  an  old  Iron  Cafe- 
ment,  without  Glafs  or  Lead,  over  the  Chimney  ;  that 
he  and  his  Wife  had  lodged  there  eleven  Weeks,  all 
but  three  Days  ;  he  afcertained  the  Time,  by  giving 
an  Account,  that  the  Day  before  the  laft  Lord-mayor's 
Day  he  was  difcharged  from  a  Place  he  had  been 
employed  at  in  Town;  that  being  idle,  he  went  to 
fee  the  Shew,  and  that,  on  the  Monday  following, 
he  got  Work  at  Farmer  Pains  at  Waltbam-Crofsj 
and  from  thence  went  to  lodge  at  Wells's  ;  that  he  had 
lain  in  that  P.oom  every  Night  except  one — Being 
asked  whether  the  Room  had  been  purpofely  altered, 
heanfwered,  No  nor  that,  to  the  beft  of  his  Ob- 
servation, had  any  Thing  material  been  taken  out 
of  the  Room  while  he  was  there.^ — He  infilled  that 
he  was  there  ali  £he  Month  of  January ,  all  New 

Ghrifl- 
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Chriftmas  and  Old  Cbrijlmas^  and  till  they  were 
taken  up. 

42.  Judith  Natus,  Wife  to  the  preceding  Wit- 
ncfs,  confirmed  her  Hufband's  Teftimony  in  almoft 
every  Particular  ;  but  being  asked  what  Sign  was  in 
the  Room,  (he  replied  the  Sign  of  the  Fountain  \  this 
Contradiction  fhe  afterwards  explained,  by  faying, 
there  had  been  two  Signs ;  one  Handing  before  the 
other,  againft  the  Wall ;  and  that  Whiffin  bought 
the  Sign  of  the  Crown  \  and  that  he  came  one  Morn- 
ing, about  a  Week  or  Fortnight  before  they  were 
taken  up,  while  (he  was  in  Bed,  for  the  Sign-irons, 
and  took  the  Poft  away  in  which  the  Irons  were, 
from  the  Foot  of  her  Bed> 

43.  Mary  Larney,  faid  fhe  kept  a  Chandler's 
Shop  at  Enfield-wajh)  juft  oppofite  to  Mother  Welhh\ 
that  £he  knew  Fortune  Natus  and  his  Wife  very  well, 
that  they  dealt  with  her  for  Chandlery  Goods,  that 
fhe  had  often  feen  them  between  Michaelmas  and  the 
Time  that  Wills  and  Squires  were  taken  up,  going  in 
and  out  of  Mother  Wells\  and  that  they  told  her 
they  lodged  there  ; — that  fhe  never  faw  Mary  Squires^ 
the  old  Gipfey,  till  Wednefday,  the  24th  of  January  ; 
and  that,  upon  Tburfday  Se'ennrght  after  that  Wed- 
nefday,  they  were  taken  up ;  that  fhe  fold  her  Bread, 
Cheefe,  and  Small  Beer,  on  the  very  Day  on  which 
fhe  believes  Squires  came  to  IVeltYs  Houfe  ;  and  that 
fhe  would  not  put  the  Money  fhe  received  of  the  old 
Woman  into  her  Pocket*  without  firft  putting  it  in 
a  Pail  of  Water ;  that,  from  the  faid  24th  of  J  a* 
nuaryy  either  fhe,  or  her  Son,  or  one  of  her  Daugh- 
ters, came  almoft  daily  to  buy  one  Thing  or  other 
that  (he  fold.  That  fhe  had  never  feen  any  Gipfies 
before  at  Wells's  \  and  that,  if  thefe  had  come  there 
fooner,  fhe  believes  they  would  have  dealt  with  her 
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before,  fhe  living  fo  very  near  ;  or  if  they  had  been 
there,  fhe  muft  at  leaft  have  feen  them  going  in  and 
out  of  the  Houfe. 

44.  Sarah  Howit,  faid  fhe  was  Daughter  to 
Sufanna  Wells,  that  fhe  lived  in  her  Mother's 
Houfe,  and  was  there  every  Day  during  the  Month 
of  'January  ;  that  fhe  had  no  former  Acquaintance 
with  Mary  Squires,  her  Son,  or  Daughters,  till  they 
came  there,  which  was  on  a  Wednesday  \  and  that> 
on  the  Thurfday  Se'ennight  following,  they  were  all 
taken  up :  That  Fortune  Natus  and  his  Wife  had 
lodged  there  upwards  of  two  Months,  and  lay  ii> 
the  Workfhop  ;  that  there  was  a  confiderable  Quan- 
tity of  Hay  in  the  Room,  for  the  Ufe  of  her  Mo- 
ther's Horfe ;  and  fome  Pollard,  to  feed  a  Sow  they 
had ;  that  fhe  went  frequently  into  the  Workfhop 
for  what  they  wanted,  and  Virtue  Hall  as  often  as 
fhe: — That  particularly  on  the  8th  of  January,  fhe 
and  Virtue  Hall  were  at  the  Window  together,  and 
that  the  Window  opened  very  eafy  ;  at  which  Time, 
Edward  Allen,  Giles  Knight,  and  John  Larney  were 
lopping  fome  Trees  over-againft  the  Window,  and 
that  they  talked  to  them,  and  threw  Clods  of  Dirt 
at  them. —Being  fhewn  a  Pitcher,  fhe  faid  it  was  the 
fame  that  was  made  ufe  of  for  the  Family,  and  that 
it  was  ufed  every  Day. 

On  her  Crofs  Examination  fhe  was  afked,  how 
fhe  came  to  be  at  her  Mother's ;  her  Anfwer  was, 
fhe  had  been  a  Servant,  but  being  out  of  Place,  had 
been  at  her  Mother's  a  Year  and  a  Half :  That  when 
Canning  fixed  upon  Squires,  fhe  verily  believes  fhe 
could  not  fee  the  old  Woman's  Face ;  that  Mary 
Squires  fat  with  a  Pipe  in  her  Mouth,  almoft  double ; 
that  Canning  faw  f Veils  before  fhe  faw  Squires,  but 
did  not  charge  hers  ai*d  that  fhe  did  not  attend  at 
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the  Trial  of  her  Mother  and  Squires?  becaufe  fhc 
was  not  fubpoena'd. 

45,  46,  47.  John  Larney,  Giles  Knight, 
and  Edward  Allen,  all  confirmed  the  Teftimony 
of  Sarah  Howit?  as  to  their  lopping  the  Trees,  and 
the  Converfation  that  pafled  between  them  and  Sarah 
Howit?  and  Virtue  Hall ;  they  afcertained  the  Time 
by  its  being  the  Day  before  Mr.  Cantrill  gave  his 
annual  Treat  of  Roaft  Beef,  of  which  they  par- 
took ;  and  one  of  them  {John  Larney)  mentioned 
his  Chimney  being  fet  on  Fire  the  fame  Day  by 
fome  of  the  Loppings  of  the  faid  Trees. 

48.  John  Cantrill,  faid  he  kept  a  Publick 
Houfe,  the  Sign  of  the  Sun  and  Punch-bowl?  at  En- 
field-wajh?  almoft  over-againft  Mother  fVells's  Houfe ; 
that  he  gave  a  publick  Dinner  to  them  and  others 
the  Day  after  lopping  thefe  Trees  :  He  alfo  depos'd, 
that  in  the  Autumn  preceding;  he  took  Notice  of  fome 
Hay  bought  by  Mother  Wells?  that  it  was  very  indif- 
ferent ;  that  he  afterwards  faw  it  loaded  in  a  Cart, 
and  pitched  into  the  faid  fVells's  Lumber-room. 

The  Court  now  adjourned  till  Friday  Morning; 
both  the  Sheriffs  being  obliged  the  next  Day  to  attend 
the  Elections  ;  one  at  Guildhall  for  the  City,  and  the 
other  at  Brentford  for  the  County  :  For  fome  Time 
berore  this  Adjournment,  the  Populace  became  very 
tumultuous,  infomuch  that  the  Lord-mayor,  accom- 
panied by  feveral  Aldermen,  and  attended  by  the 
City-marlhal,  Conrtables,  &c>  found  it  requifite  to  go 
out  of  the  Court,  and  read  the  Proclamation,  in  order 
to  difperfe  them  :  The  Yard  was  by  this  Means 
cleared,  and  Conftables  were  placed  at  the  Gate  to 
keep  them  out :  Some  Perfons  were  fecured  for  Mif- 
behaviour,  and  committed  to  Prifon  ;  neverthelefs, 

a  very 
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a  very  numerous  Mob  remained  about  the  Gate  of 
the  oeffions-koufe,  publickly  threatning  Alderman' 
Gafcoyne  \  infomuch,  that,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Courts  Mr.  Sheriff  Chitty,  with  a  Body  of  Confta- 
bles,  thought  it  no  more  than  neceflary,  for  the  Se- 
curity of  the  Alder  man\  Perfon,  to  efcort  him  as 
far  as  the  Royal  Exchange  *. 

Friday  Mornings  May  3.  The  Court  being  met, 
they  proceeded  to  examine  the  remaining  Witnefles 
for  the  Crown. 

49.  Ezra  Whiffin,  depofed,  that  having 
bought  the  Sign  of  the  Crown  of  Mrs.  Wells,  he,  on 
the  1 8th  of  January,  1753,  went  to  her  Houfe  for 
fome  Irons  belonging  to  it ;  that  {he  fent  him  up 
into  the  Workfhop,  or  Lumber-room,  to  look  for 
them ;  that  he  found  them  there,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  faw  Judith  Natus  in  Bed  in  the  fame  Room  ; 
that  the  Irons  were  in  a  Piece  of  Wood,  which  he 
brought  down,  and  delivered  to  his  Son,  who*  was 
waiting  below,  for  him  to  carry  Home  ;  that  his 
Son  did  carry  the  Piece  of  Wood  Home,  and  after 
having  knocked  out  the  Hooks,  carried  the  Wood 
back  again. — He  afcertained  the  Time  by  a  Note  of 
Hand,  dated  the  8th  of  Jan.  {produced  in  Court ) 
given  by  himfelf  and  one  Living/Ion,  made  payable 
on  Demand,  but  agreed  (hould  be  paid  on  the  Satur- 
day Se'ennight  following;  that  after  having  fent 
his  Son  Home,  he  went  to  Wormleigh^  to  borrow 
five  Guineas,,  to  enable  him  to  difcharge  the  faid 
Note, 

50.  John 

*  Thefe  Tumults  happened  after  the  Diftribution  of 
tiie  Paper  referred  to  in  the  Note,  Page  166. 
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■50.  John  Whiffin,  Son  of  the  preceding  Wit- 
nefs,  faid  he  accompanied  his  Father  to  Wells's 
Houfe,  but  did  not  go  with  him  into  the  Workfhop  ; 
that  he  faw  his  Father  and  Wells  go  into  the  Kitchen 
together,  and  that  his  Father  brought  the  Piece  of 
Wood  out,  and  that  he  gave  it  to  him  ;  that  he 
carried  it  Home,  and  having  knocked  out  the 
Hooks,  brought  the  Wood  back  again  to  Mother 
Wells. 

51.  '  Livingston  confirmed  the  Circum- 
.ftances  of  the  above-mentioned  Note,  and  likewife 
fpoke  to  Wbiffins  Character,  which  he  faid  was  a 
very  good  one. 

52.  Elizabeth  Long,  depofed,  that  Wells  was 
her  Mother,  and  that  fhe  lived  but  three  Houfes 
diftant  from  her ;  fhe  believes  fhe  was  at  her  Mo- 
ther's every  Day  in  the  Month  of  January,  that  her 
Sifter,  Sarah  Howit,  and  Virtue  Hall,  lived  with  her 
Mother,  and  that  Fortune  Natus  and  his  Wife  lodg'd 
there  at  the  fame  Time ;  that  (he  had  frequent  Oc- 
cafion  to  go  into  the  Workfhop,  and  had  often  feen 
Fortune  Natus  and  his  Wife  in  Bed  there;  her  De- 
fcription  of  the  Furniture  of  the  Room,   and  the 
Uies  of  the  Hay  and  Pollard,  agreed  with  the  Ac- 
count given  by  Sarah  Howit  \  to  which  (he  added, 
that  (lie  was  herfelf  there,  to  fetch  fome  Pollard  to 
feed  the  Sow  ;  (he  is  fure  No-  body  elfe  lodged  there, 
except  the  faid  Natus  and  his  Wife,  till  Squires  and 
her  Family  came  there ;  that  the  firft  Time  of  her 
coming  there  was  on  the  24th  of  January,  and  that 
they  were  taken  up  on  the  Firft  of  February  ;  the 
Pitcher,  and  the  Bed-gown,  in  which  Canning  is  faid 
to  have  come  Home,  were  (hewn  to  her,  the  former 
of  which,  fhe  faid,  was  her  Mother's,  but  that  Ihe 
had  never  feen  the  latter. 

53*  J°HN 
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53.  John  Howit,  faid  he  was  a  Son  of  JVeltis^ 
that  he  liv'd  at  Enjield-wajk,  and  went  frequently  to 
his  Mother's  ;  that  he  was  there  particularly  on  the 
20th,  21ft,  and  22d  of  January  ;  that  one  of  thofe 
Days,  being  a  Saturday,  he  had  finifhed  a  Job  of 
Work  at  Chejbunt,  was  difcharged,  and  that  he 
called  at  his  Mother's,  and  left  his  Tools  in  the 
Workfhop  ;  that  he  was  there  again  the  next  Day, 
when  his  Mother  bid  him  go  up  into  the  Workfliop, 
and  fetch  fome  Pollard  for  the  Sow,  which  he  did ; 
and  that  on  Monday  he  went  and  fetched  his  Tools 
out  of  the  fame  Place  :  That  he  faw  Fortune  Natus 
and  his  Wife  in  that  Room,  and  that  he  attended  at 
the  Trial  of  his  Mother  and  Squires,  but  the  Mob 
forced  him  away. 

54.  Robert  White,  faid,  that  being  acquainted 
with  Fortune  Natus  and  his  Wife,  he  fpent  five  or  fix 
Nights  in  a  Week  with  them  at  Mother  fVel/s's,  par- 
ticularly during  the  Holidays,  during  both  Old  and 
Nezu  Chri/lmas  ;  that  he  played  at  Cards  with  them 
there,  and  had  often  feen  them  go  to  and  from  the 
Room  called  the  Workfhop,  but  was  never  in  it 
himfelf. 

55.  John  Donoweix,  faid  he  was  a  Carpenter 
and  Surveyor  ;  that  he  was  employed  to  take  a  Plan 
of  Sufanna  IV ell?  s  Houfe  at  Enfield-wajh,  and  a 
Plan,  Elevations,  and  a  perfpedtive  View  of  the 
Infide  of  the  Room  wherein  Canning  faid  fhe  had 
been  confined  ;  alfo  to  make  a  Model  of  the  fame, 
which  he  accordingly  did  ;  and  the  fame  were  pro- 
duced in  Court :  He  alfo  depofed,  that  the  Repre- 
fentations  thereof  then  exhibited  were  taken  on  the 
Spot ;  and  that,  to  the  beft  of  his  Knowledge  and 
Belief,  they  were  true  and  exadh 
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56.  George  Tallmash,  faid  that  he  was  an 
Attorney,  and  being  applied  to  from  Mother  JVe4ls% 
went  to  her  in  Bridewell ;  that  he  drew  a  Brief  for 
her,  and  made  out  Subpoena's  for  eight  Witnefles ; 
of  whom  he  mentioned  Ezra  Wlvffin^  Fortune  Natus, 
and  Judith  his  Wife,  John  Hoivit,  Mary  Larney, 
and  her  Hufband  ;  but  rinding  the  popular  Clamour 
againft  his  Client  ran  fo  very  high,  did  not  retain 
any  Council,  and  was  himfejf  intimidated  from  at- 
tending. 

57-   7  Male,  a  Midwife,  depofed,  that  fhe 

brought  Elizabeth  Canning  into  the  World  ;  (he  went 
to  her  Mother's,  and  that  fhe  found  the  Girl  lying 
on  the  Bed,  and,  to  all  Appearance,  in  a  very  weak 
Condition ;  that  her  Mother  asked,  if  fhe  had  been 
informed  of  her  Daughter's  Misfortune  ;  at  the  fame 
Time  telling  her,  that  the  Girl  came  Home  as  naked 
as  ever  fhe  was  born :  She  replied,  What,  without 
:a  Shift  ?   The  Mother  anfwered,  No,  fhe  had  a 
Shift  on.    She  then  turned  towards  the  Daughter, 
and  asked  her,  how  this  Accident  happened  ?  The 
;|Girl  told  her  Story,  which  affe&ed  her  very  much, 
ijapprehending  fhe  might  have  been  debauch'd,  efpe- 
icialJy  as  fhe  could  give  fo  little  Account  of  what  had 
jbefallen  her,  her  Fits,  as  fhe  faid,  rendering  her  in- 
jfenfible. — She  (Mrs.  Male)  asked  the  Mother  whe- 
ther fhe  had  the  Shift  in  which  her  Child  came 
Home  ?  It  was  produced ;  and  having  examin'd  it, 
i!he  enquired  whether  it  had  not  been  wafhed  fince 
j:he  Girl  came  Home  ?  The  Mother  anfwered  in  the 
Ipfegativej  upon  which  fhe  obferved  to  the  Mother, 
hat  the  Shift  was  uncommonly  clean  to  have  been 
jArorn  fo  long  ;  but  that  it  did  not  appear  the  Girl 
jud  been  debauch'd;  for  which  her  Mother  thanked 
iod.    She  faid,  that  a  few  Days  after  fhe  went  a 

fecond 
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fccond  Tfcne,  and  looking  again  very  narrowly  on 
the  Shift,  (he  difcovered  three  Spots  of  Excrement 
upon  it,  and  then  told  the  Mother  it  could  not  have 
been  worn  above  a  Week  ;  that  Mrs.  Canning 
feemed  then  extremely  angry  with  her,  and  faid, 
Do  fm  come  here  to  fet  my  Child's  Friends  againjl  her  ? 
Being  -asked  in  Regard  to  Elizabeth  Canning  s  Cha- 
racter, (he  gave  her  a  very  good  one. 

58.  George  Brogdon,  Clerk  to  Mr.  Fielding^ 
was  called  to  prove  Canning's  having  fworn  to  her 
Information  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr.  Fielding ;  which 
Information  was  then  produced  and  read  % 

^g,  9  one  of  the  Clerks  in  the  Poft- 

office,  was  called  to  afcertain  the  Marks  of  the 
Letter  wrote  by  Mary  Morris  for  Lucy  Squires  f.~ 
The  Blindaiefs  of  the  Bafingjloke  Mark  made  him  at 
firft  uncertain  as  to  the  Place  from  whence  the  faid 
Letter  came,  but  at  laft  he  clearly  eftablifhed  the 
London  Mark  ;  obferving  that  it  could  not  be  at  any 
other  Time  than  w7hat  was  fpecified,  for  that  the 
fame  Day  had  never  been  a  Poft-day  for  Letters 
from  the  General  Poft-office,  to  that  Place,  fince  the 
Year  1750,  till  the  Year  1753. 

60.  Andrew  Wake,  not  being  ready  to  attend  be- 
fore, was  now  called ,  to  corroborate  theGipfy 's  being  at 
Abbotjbury ; — he  faid,  that  he  was  fent  to  Abbotjbury  ^ 
to  officiate  for  one  "John  Ward,  who  was  an  Excifc- 
man  there,  and  was  ill ;  that  he  came  there  the  31ft, 
of  December-)  to  the  Houfe  of  John  Gibbons*,  who 
keeps  the  Excife-office  in  Abboisbury  ;  that  the  fame. 
Day  he  faw  a  Perfon  called  George  Squires,  who  then 
told  him  that  his  Mother  and  Sifter  were  at  a  little 
Village  a  few  Miles  off;  that,  in  a  Day  or  two  after- 
wards, 


*  See  above,  Page  52. 
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wards,  the  Mother  and  Daughter  came  and  lodg'd 
in  the  fame  Houfe ;  that  there  were  feveral  Matches 
of  Dancing  there,  at  one  of  which  he  particularly 
remembered  feeing  George  and  Lucy  dance,  and  the 
old  Woman  fitting  by  the  Fire  fide  in  the  Kitchen  ; 
that  one  Evening,  not  being  very  well,  the  latter 
advifed  him  to  take  fomething  hot,  and  go  to  Bed  ; 
and  that  the  Weather  being  bad,  he  one  Day  bor- 
rowed George's  great  Coat  to  go  his  Rounds  in;  that; 
when  he  went  to  fee  Mary  Squires  in  Newgate  he 
immediately  knew  her,  and  (he  him,  and  at  the, 
fame  Time  reminded  him  of  the  Circumftance  of* 
his  being  ill,  and  borrowing  the  great  Coat ;  that, 
he  came  from  Abbotsbury  on  the  14th,  and  Squires 
and  her  Family  had  left  that  Place  .a  few  Days  before. 
[Note,  The  Book  of  Entries  relative  to  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Excife  at  Abbotsbury  were  brought  from 
the  Excife-office,  and  produced  in  Court,  in  order 
to  afcertain  the" Time.] — Appearing  in  a  military 
Drefs,  he  was  asked  how  he  came  to  quit  the  Excife, 
and  turn  Foot-foldier;  he  anfwered,  he  was  difchargVi 
from  being  an  Officer  in  the  Excife  for  fawping 
being  defired  to.  explain  that  Term,  he  faid  it  v/a.> 
putting  down      his  Book  the  Stock  of  Publicans, 
ifV;  without  making  a  regular  Examination. 
I  59.  Mr.  Deputy  Molineux,  uku  that  he  hap- 
pened to  be  with  the  then  Lord-mavor  feme  Time 
after  the  Conviction  of  Mary  Squires*  when  EU%a- 
mtb  Canning  and  Virtue  Hall  were  brought  to  be  ex- 
Win. :d  ;  that  after  the  Lord-mayor  had  examined 
Virtue  Hall,  he  asked  Canning  /what  (he  had  to  fav 
to  .  this  Matter  ?  That  Canning  anfwered,    fhe  had 
wthing  to  fay  at  that  Time  \  that  the  Pitcher  and 
8ed-gown  were  both  produced,  and  that  (he  took 
he  Bed -go npfc,  and  was  folding  it  up,  in  order,  %%  it 
K  2  0 
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appeared  to  him,  to  take  it  away  ;  upon  which,  the 
Lord-mayor  faid  to  her,  You  ?nuji  not  take  it  away ; 
and  that  the  Girl  replied,  Yes,  my  Lord,  I  mujl,  it 
is  my  Mother^.— -Mr.  Molineux  being  asked*, 
whether  he  had  had  then  heard  of  Virtue  Hall's 
having  recanted  >  he  anfwered,  he  had. 

60.  Mr.  Samuel  Read,  faid  he  was  alfo  pre- 
fent  at  this  Examination  of  Canning  and  Hall,  and 
related  the  Particulars  that  then  paffed,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  Mr.  Molineux  had  before^  given  them ; 
and  that,  at  the  Time  Canning  was  wrapping  up  the. 
Gown,  with  a  View  of  taking  it  with  her,  ihe 
laid,  it  was  her  Mother's. 

The  Council  for  the  Profecution  here  refted  their 
Charge,  and  the  Defence  was  opened  with  calling 

1.  Edward  Lyon,  who  depofed  to  his  living  in 
Aldermanbury  \  that  fhe  had  been  his  Servant  about 
ten  Weeks,  and  lived  with  him  on  the  Firft  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1753;  that  he  had  known  her  for  fixteen 
Years,  and  believed  her  to  be  then  about  18  Years 
old  ;  that  {he  had  always  behaved  very  well,  and: 
bore  a  general  good  Chai  adler. — That  on  the  faid 
firft  of  January  her  Miftrefs  had  given  her  Leave  to 
make  a  Holiday,  and  fhe  went,  as  he  was  infonrfd, 
to  fee  her  Uncle,  from  which  Time  he  never  faw 
her  again  till  the  31ft  of  the  fame  Month:  That 
the  Girl  not  coming  Home  in  the  Evening,  before 
they  went  to  Bed,  he  fent  to  her  Mother's  to  enquire 
after  her :  That  he  went  with  the  Girl  before  Al- 
derman Chitty,  but  being  hard  of  hearing,  could  not 
take  upon  him  to  fay  what  palled  there ;  that  a 
Warrant  was  granted,  and  he,  with  Najh,  Hague9 
and  Aldridge,  went  down  in  a  Coach  to  Mother 
WdU%  the  next  Day,  but  that  the  People  of  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  had  been  fecured  before  they  came,  by  other 
Perfons,  who  fat  out  fooner  for  thatPurpofe;  that 
when  Canning  was  brought  there,  and  fet  on  a 
DrefTer  in  the  Kitchen,  he  cautioned  her  to  be  very 
careful,  and  charge  No-body?  but  who  (he  was  fire 
Was  guilty  \  fhe  anfwered,  fhe  would  take  Care  ;  that 
the  firft  of  the  People  taken  up  whom  fhe  faw  was 
Mother  Wells  \  fhe,  upon  feeing  her,  faid,  fhe  had 
done  nothing  at  all  to  her;  but  that,  as  foon  as 
ever  fhe  faw  Mary  Squires?  fhe  immediately  faid, 
that  was  the  Woman  %uho  cut  her  Stays  off.  She  alfo 
recolle&ed  Virtue  Hall?  and  one  of  the  Gipfey's 
Daughters,  as  being  in  the  Room  ;  and  after  George 
Squires  had  put  on  his  great  Coat,  fhe  faid  he  look'd 
very  much  like  one  of  the  Men  who  robb'd  her  in 
Moorfields  ;  being  ask'd  whether  the  Girl  could  fee 
the  old  Gipfey's  Face  when  fhe  charged  her,  he  re- 
ply'd,  he  believed Jhe  could  ;  that  he  did  not  difcover  any 
Signs  of  Doubt  or  Diflatisfa£tion  in  either  Najb9 
Hague?  or  Aldridge?  on  their  Return  Home ;  that 
Mr.  Najh  being  once  at  his  Houfe  afterwards,  and 
fpeaking  of  the  Gipfey,  faid,  at  going  out,  Mr* 
Lyon,  /  hope  God  Almighty  will  dejlroy  the  Model  by 
which  he  made  that  Face?  and  never  make  another  by 
it :  That  Mr.  Najh  fent  him  a  Letter,  which  was 
produced  and  read,  and  which  Mr.  Najh  had  ad- 
imitted  to  be  his  Writing  5  dated  Feb.  10. 

I   Mr.  Lyon, 

I   I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Aldridge,  who  has  been  at 
[  Enfield,  that  if  a  Per/on  was  appointed  to  receive  Con- 
tributions? fome  Money  would  be  raifed  in  that  Place  for 
'he  unhappy  poor  GirL    1  wijh  you  Succefs?  and  am? 

Yours,  Gawen  Nash. 
K  3  He 
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He  admitted  that  Mr..  Hague  indeed  faid,  that  he 
few  no  Grate  in  the  .Chimney.  :nor  Picture  over 
it ;  to  which  he  made  Anfwer,  tbKtf-  they  were  move- 
able Things,  and  might  have  been  taken  away 
iince;  and  that  all  came  Home  good  Friends.— That 
when  he  faw  Mr.  Najh  in  the  Court  at  the  Trial  of 
Mary  Squires ,  he  verily  believed  he  came  .to,  give 
Evidence  againft  the  Gipfey. 

On  his  Crofs  Examination  he  was  afced, 
whether  he  faw  the  Girl  the  Night  The  j  came 
Home?  His  Reply  was,  No  \  he  did  not  fee  her 

till  the  31ft.   Whether  he  had  himfelf  ever  at 

all  queflioned  her  concerning  this  Matter?  He  anr 
fwered  No  5  and  allowed,  that  his  only  Reafon  for 
giving  Credit  to  her  Story,  was  from  a  Pprfwafion 
that  Jhe  would '  noi ytell  a  Lie, —Whether,  during  theAb- 
fence  of  her  Daughter,  Mrs.  Canning  had  not  told  him 
flie  had  been  to  a  Conjurer,  or  Cunning  Man,  to 
enquire  after  her,  and  that  the  Conjurer  told  her 
£he  was  under  the  Care  of  an  old  Woman,  and 
would  foon  come  Home  fafe?  After  great  Hefita- 
tion,  he  replied,  with  feeming  Unwillingnefs,  that 
he  believed  he  had  beard  fome  fucb  Things  but  was 
not  certain  whether  from  Mrs.  Canning  herfelf,  or 

fomebody  elfe.  Whether  he  did  not  fubfcribe 

towards  carrying  on  the  Profecution  againft  Squires? 
His  Anfwer  was,  That  he  contributed  only  half  a 
Guinea,  which  he  intended  for  the  Service  of  the! 

Girl,  and  not  for  the  Profecution.   Whether 

it  was  by  his  own  Defire  or  Confent  that  his  Name,| 
was  affixed  to  a  printed  Paper,  entitled,'  The  Cafe  oj 
Elizabeth  Canning  * ;  and  whether   he  was  ac- 
quainted 

*  Mr.  Lyon's  Name  was  not  affixed  to  the  firft  Edition 
of  this  Paper,  which  may  be  feen  in  a  Note,  Page-  '3. 
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quainted  with  the  Contents  of  that  Paper  before 
his  Name  was  put  to  it?  He  faid,  he  believed  that 
he  did  condefcend  to  have  his  Name  made  Ufe 
of,  but  does  not  remember  that  he  had  read  the 

Paper  before.  He  was  again  afked,  Whether 

he  could  not  recollect  any  of  the  Particulars  men- 
tioned by  Elizabeth  Cannings  on  her  firft  Examina- 
tion at  Guild-Hal/,  or  whether  he  heard  what 
Mary  Squires  faid  when  file  was  charged  with  this 
Robbery  ?  To  both  thefe  Quettions  he  pleaded  his 
Deafnefs,  which  he  faid  was  always  worfe  at  that 


ever  incapable  of  Hearing,  it  might  be  prefumed 
he  was  capable  of  Seeing  ;  wherefore  it  was  en- 
quired i  of  hirri.  Whether  the  Door  leading  up  to 
the  Loft  was  open  or  fnut,  while  Canning  was  in 
the  Kitchen  ?  His  Anfwer  was.  He  did  not  take 
Notice:  — —  On  which  Side  of  the  Room,  and 
i  in  what  Pofture  did  Mary  Squires  fit,  when  Can- 
ning fixed  upon  her  ?  He  faid,  he  could  not  exactly 
tell ;  for  that  the  People  were  fo  thronging  about, 


\  Whether  the  fame  Friendfhip  and  Harmony  had 
continued  to  fubfift  between  Mr.  Najh  and  himfelf, 
[after  their  Return  from  this  Enfield  Expedition  tilt 
[the  Trial  of  Squires,  as  had  been  before  I  Mr.  Lyon 
•  was  a  good  while  before  he  chofe  to  underftand  this 
;  Queftion,  and  feemed  not  a  little  unwilling  to  give 
a  pofitive  Anfwer  to  it,  till  it  was  very  warmly  in- 
II fitted  on  by  the  Court;  when,  at  laft5.he  replied.  A?, 
I  there  had  not. 

|;  2.  Thomas  Colley,  depofed  to  the  fame  Ef- 
Wkd:  as  on  the  Trial  of  Squires  *j  with  this  Ad- 


Time  of  the  Tear, 


It  was  obferved,  that  how- 


nearer  than  the  Door.  — 


K  3 
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*•  See  above,  Page  26. 


C  198  3 

dition,  that  they  were  waked  by  the  Mother's  Ap- 
prentice about  twelve  o'Clock  at  Night,  who  was 
fent  to  enquire  after  Betty ;  that  the  next  Morning, 
the  Mother  came  herfelf  on  the  fame  Errand ; 
that  they  all  made  great  Enquiry  after  her,  but  to 
no  Purpofe ;  nor  did  they  hear  any  Thing  of  her 
till  the  Night  of  the  29th  of  January,  On  his 
Crofs  Examination  he  was  afked  as  to  the  Parti- 
culars of  what  they  had  to  eat  and  drink  that  Day> 
and  to  what  Canning  herfelf  eat,  to  which  he  re- 
plied, that  Ihe  appeared  to  eat  pretty  well,  almoji 
as  heartily  as  he  did. 

3.  Colley,  Wife  to  the  foregoing 

Deponent,  confirmed  the  Hufband's  Teftimony,  as 
to  the  Girl's  coming  there,  the  Time  of  her 
Departure,  and  where  they  left  her ;  alfo  as  to  what 
Entertainment  they  had :  To  which  fhe  added, 
that  hearing  her  Niece  was  come  Home,  fhe  went 
the  next  Day  to  fee  her,  when  fhe  found  her  ex- 
tremely ill,  very  faint,  and  that  fhe  continued  fo 
for  a  long  Time.  There  was  a  trifling  Diffe- 
rence between  the  Hufband  and  Wife,  as  to  what 
Canning  eat  the  Day  fhe  was  with  them  y  tht 
latter  faying,  fhe  eat  but  very  little. 

Three  Perfons,  who  had  been  committed  for 
Mifbehaviour,  were,  upon  making  a  proper  Sub- 
rniffion,  difcharged  j  and  the  Court  adjurned  till 
the  next  Morning.  A  numerous  Mob  were  af- 
fembled,  who  efcorted  the  Defendant  from  the 
Seffions-Houfe ;  but  were  not  guilty  of  any  par- 
ticular Outrages. 

Saturdayy  May  4.  Proceeded  in  examining  Wit- 
nefles  for  the  Defendant. 

4.  Elizabeth  Canning,  the  Mother  of  the 
Defendant,  was  called,  who  depofed  to  her  Daugh-  1 
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ter*s  Abfence  and  Return,  and  the  Condition  wi 
which  fhe  came  Home,  in  nearly  the  fame  Manner 
as  upon  the  former  Trial  *  ;  to  which  fhe  added, 
that  her  Daughter  declared,  that  fhe  had  heard 
the  Name  of  Will?,  or  Weils ^  in  the  Houfe  where 
fhe  had  been  confined,  before  any  Body  elfe  men- 
tioned that  Name  to  her.  —  On  her  Crofs  Exa- 
mination fome  Manufcript  Advertifements  were  pro- 
duced to  her ;  particularly  the  written  Copy  of 
that  inferted  in  the  Daily  Advertifer  of  the  Sixth 
of  January  f,  and  of  one  in  the  fame  Paper  of  the 
22th  of  the  fame  Month,  in  which  were  fome 
Erafements,  particularly  of  thefe  Words  in  the 
latter:  This  is  the  lajl  Time  of  Advertifng  \  had  in 
her  Pockets  twelve  Shillings  and  Nine-pence  Half- 
penny t.  Upon  which  fhe  was  afked,  how  fhe 
K  4  came 

*  See  above,  Page  26.  f  Above,  Page  6, 

%  Lerc  by  her  Uncle  and  A  ant  in  HounfdUch,  about 
half  an  Hour  after  ]tf  ine  in  the  Evening,  a  young  Wo- 
man, upwards  of  eighteen  Years  of  Age,  pitted  with 
the  Small  Pox,  high  Forehead,  frefh  colour'd,  light 
Eyes  and  Eye-brows,  dark  Hair,  about  five  Feet  high  ; 
had  on  a  Mafquerade  Purple  Stuff  Gown,  black  quilted 
Coat,  and  green  Under  coat,  blue  Stockings,  with  red 
Clocks,  black  Leather  Shoes  and  Clogs,  white  ihaving 
Hat,  edged  with  green  Ribbon,  white  Handkerchief 
and  Apron  :  The  above  young  Woman  is  fupposM  to  be 
forcibly  (by  the  Screams  and  Shrieks)  taken  into  a 
Coach,  by  fome  ill-defign'd  Perfons,  the  fame  young 
Woman  not  being  fince  heard  of :  Any  Coachman  or 
Perfons,  that  can  give  Intelligence  to  Mrs  Gannon,  Saw- 
yer, in  AldertnanburyPcftern,  near  Fore-Jireet,  mall  have 
fix  Guineas  Reward  to  be  paid  by  Mrs.  Cannon.  {This 
is  the  I  ft  lime  of  Advertijing.  Had  in  her  Pockets  twelve 
Shillings  and  Nine  pence  btffienny.)  Daily  Adverttfes, 
January  20,  1753. 
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came  to  be  fo  exact  to  the  Sum  of  Money  that 
her  Daughter  had  with  her,  and  why  thefe  Words 
were  afterwards  fcratched  out?  To  the  former  of 
thefe  Queftions  (he  replied,  that  when  her  Daughter 
went  away,  (he  took  Half  a  Guinea,  three  Shillings 
and  a  Farthing  out  of  her  Pocket,  and  (hewed  them 
to  her,  and  that  hearing  after  her  Daughter  was 
loft,  (he  had  changed  a  Shilling,  and  fpent  Three- 
pence, (he  computed  (he  muft  have  fo  much  left, 
and  had  therefore  directed  the  Infertion  of  that 
Sum  ;  but  could  give  no  Reafon  why  thefe  Words 

were  afterwards  omitted.    She  acknowledged 

that  in  the  Courfe  of  her  Enquiries  after  her 
miffing  her  Daughter,  (he  went  to  the  Compter,  and 
to  the  Conjurer,  and  believed  he  might  fay  fome- 
■  thing  about  the  Girl's  being  with  an  old  Woman, 
and  would  foon  return;  but  does  not  remember  he 

/aid  any  Thing  about  Mother  (Veils ;   That 

hearing  nothing  of  her  for  fo  long  Time,  (he  thought 
(he  had  been  murdered  by  fome  Jew."  That  (he 
put  up  Prayers  for  her  Return  among  the  Metho- 
liifis,  Prefbyterians,  and  in  the  eftabliflied  Churches. 
— — «—  She  alfo  admitted,  that  (he  and  her  Ap- 
prentice were  upon  their  Knees,  praying  that  (he 
might  fee  her  Daughter,  or  her  Apparition^  at  the 
Intrant  that  (he  came  in ;  but  that  their  being 
'at  Prayers  was  no  uncommon  Thing;  having  fre- 
quently done  fo  before  on  the  fame  Occafion.  

She  agreed,  that  feveral  Attempts  had  been  made 

to   get  at  the  Speech  of  the  Apprentice.  —  — 

That  (he  bid  the  Apprentice   feel  her  Daughter, 
fearing,  at  firft,  that  it  v/as  only  her  Ghoft. 
Iii  describing  the  Drefs  ' her  Daughter  came  Home 
in,  (he  exprefsly  fwore,  that  (lie  had  "no  Cap  on 
her  Plead,,  nor  any  Thing  but  an  old  white  Hand- 

i  kerchief. 
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kerchief,  and  a  ragged  one  tied  over  it]  upon 
which  it  was  proved  by  the  Shorthand-writer,  that 
Mrs.  Canning  had  fwore  upon  the  Trial  of  Squires, 
that  her  Daughter,  when  ihe  came  Home,  had  a 

Cap  on  *.   Being  afked  whether  her  Daughter 

could  write,  (he  admitted,  that  the  Girl  had  been 
taught  to  read  and  write  at  School,  and  being 
ftiewn  fome  Notices,  figned  Eliz.  Canning,,  which 
had  lately  been  fent  to  the  Solicitor  for  the  Pro  • 
locution,  faid,  She  believed  the  Name  was  her 
Daughter's  Hand ;  Canning's  Information  before 
Mr.  Fielding  f  was  now  produced,  which  was  figned 
by  the  Girl  only  with  her  Mark,  E.  C. 

5.  Mary  Northan,  faid  fhe  carried  all  the 
Advertifements  to  the  Printer,, which  were  in  the 
Daily  Advertifer,  by  the  Dire&ions  of  Mrs.  Can-r 
ning. 

6.  James  Lord,  faid  he  was  Apprentice  to 
Mrs.  Canning,  and  gave  an  Account  of  the  Ab- 
sence of  Elizabeth  Canning,  and  the  great  Concern 
his  Miftrefs  was  in  on  that  Occafion :  —  That  he 
was,  with  his  Miftrefs,  at  Prayers  for  her  Daugh-r 
ter's  Return  (as  they  had  frequently  been  before\ 
at  the  very  Time  fhe  came  in  :  —  That  Ihe-.  w?s. 
fo  much  altered,  that  he  did  not  know  her  till  fhs,. 
fpoke  :  —  That  fhe  was  in  a  moft  deplorable  Con- 
dition, and  . that  his.  Miftrefs  fell  into  a  Fit  upon 
feeing  her  :  —  That  her  A^ms  and  JPace  looked  'v<ry 
black,,  even  as  black  as  your  Hat.  He  alfo  faid,  th^-: 
before  any  Company  came  in,  ihe  declared,  (be  had 
been  at  Mother  W elhs5 's .  On  his  Crofs~examinaticn5 
he  admitted,  that  he  was  not  employed  to  make  any  , 
Enquiry  after  the  Girl  beyond  .  the  Night  ihe  \v\15 
diking. 

K  gf  8,  Ro- 

*•  See  above,  Page  z6\  f  Above,  Plage 
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S.  Robert  Scarrat,  fwore,  that  he  was  the  firft 
Man  who  went  to  Mrs.  Cannings  Houfe  after  her 
paughter  came  Home  :  —  That  he  was  an  entire 
Stranger  to  them,  and  had  never  feen  either  of 
them  before,  though  he  owned  he  had** lived  at  the 
next  Door  for  fome  Years:  —  That  Cutiofity  was 
his  only  Motive  for  going  now.  —  That  when  he 
went  in  he  found  two  or  three  Women  with  her^ 
that  he  afked  her  fome  Queftions,  but  that  (he 
would  anfwer  none,  till  her  former  Mafter  Win- 
tlebury  came :  —  That  upon  his  coming  in,  he 
(Scarrat )  afked  her  where  (he  had  been  ?  To  which 
ihe  anfwered,  Somewhere  upon  the  Hertfordfhire  Road* 
f%r  fie  had  feen  the  Hertford  Coach  go  by  :  — He  afked 
how  far  off  {he  had  been  ?  She  faid,  about  nine  or  ten 
Miles. — That  then  he  immediately  faid,  he  would  lay 
a  Guinea  to  a  Farthing  Jhe  had  been  at  Mother  Wells' j  : 
To  which  ilie  replied,  fhe  believed  fhe  had,  for 
Jhs  had  heard  the  Name  of  Wills  or  Wells  men- 
tioned. Upon  alking  her  what  Sort  of  a  Perfon 
ihe  was  ;  fhe  faid ,  that  a  black,  tall,  fwarthy  Wo?nan 
cut  off  her  Stays;  upon  which  he  faid,  that  cannot 
be  Mother  Wells,  for  fhe  don't  anfwer  that  Defcrip- 
tion  t«  That  he  afterwards  afked  her  fome  other 
Queftions  concerning  the  Situation  of  the  Houfe 
Ihe  had  been  in ;  particularly,  Was  there  not  a 
ploughed  Field  or  two  behind  the  Houfe  ?  Fes* 
Was  there  not  a  little  back  Lane  went  down  by 
the  End  of  the  Houfe?  Yes.  Was  there  not  a 
Foot  Bridge,  by  a  Tanner**,  on  this  Side  the  Houfe? 

Yes. 

•f  Notwithftarding  this  Declaration  of  Mr.  Scarrat, 

he  was  afterwards  prefent  at  Cannings  Examination  be- 
fore Alderman  Cbitiy,  when  a  Warrant  was  granted 
pofitively  againft  Mother  Weils  y  and  No-body  elfe  ;  and 
was  alfo  Affutant  in  the  Execction  of  that  Warrant. 
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Ycs>   He  farther  depofed,  that  fhe  then  faid 

(lie  had  been  confined  in  a  Iongy  dark  Room^  and 

that  there  was  fonie  Hay  in  it.  -  That  he  was?. 

not  with  Canning  the  firft  Time  flie  was  carried 
into  Mother  Wells's  Kitchen  ;  but  that  when  fhe 
was  taken  into  it  a  fecond  Time  (after  having 
pitched  upon  Mary  Squires^  and  having  been  car- 
ried into  the  other  Rooms  of  the  Houfe)  the  Door 
leading  to  the  Worklhop  being  then  fhut,  fhe  im- 
mediately pointed  to  the  Door,  and  faid,  that  is  the 
Door  of  the  Room  I  was  carried  into. — Being  crofs 
examined,  he  was  afked,  Whether  he  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  Mother  Wells  or  her  Houfe?  To 
which  he  at  firft  anfwered,  that  he  knew  the  Houfe 
only  from  pajfing  by  it.  Being  further  queftioned 
whether  he  had  never  been  in  the  Houfe,  he  owned 
he  might  have  been  in  it  once  or  twice — What,  not 
three  Times  ?  Perhaps  he  might — What,  not  fair 
Times  ?  He  could  not  telL-— What,  not  five  Times  ? 
He  could  not  remember.— Could  he  fay  upon  his  Oath 
that  he  had  not  been  there  ten  Times  ?  He  believed, 
he  could  really  fay,  he  had  not* — Had  he  been  there 
tight  Times  ?  It  was  a  great  while  ago,  and  he  could 
not  remember  how  often  he  had  been  there  ^  »and 
being  hard  pufhed,  he  would  not  at  laft  take  upon 
him  to  fay,  he  had  not  been  there  ten  Times  ; 
though,  at  the  fame  Time,  he  declared,  he  had  ne- 
ver been  in  any  Room,  but  the  Parlour  and  Kitchen* 
—Being  afked  how  he  came  to  be  fo  well  allured, 
at  once,  that  Canning  had  been  at  Welh\  ;  his  Re- 
ply was,  becaufe  it  was  a  notorious  bad  Houfe  : — - 
To  the  Queftion,  how  he  came  to  put  fuch  a  String 
of  leading  Queftions  to  the  Girl,  his  Anfwer  was, 
that  it  was  to  find  out  if  fhe  had  been  at  Wells's  •> — 
Whether  he  thought  this  the  beft  Way  of  finding  it 
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out,  he  faid,  he  did  ;  and  upon  the  whole,  he  owned, 
that  in  every  Interrogatory  he  put  to  her,  he  men- 
tioned fome  Particulars,  that  he  knew  correfponded 
with  the  Situation  of  IVelh's  Houfe  ;  that  Cannings 
Anfwer,  to  every  Queftion,  was  conftantly,  Yes; 
and  that  (he  did  not  fay  No^  to  any  one  Queftion 
he  afkcd  her : — That  he  never  thought  of  afking  her 
after  any  Thing,  he  knew  was  not  to  be  found 
there,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  fhe  would  have 
faid  Yes  alio  to  them. — He  was  then  afked,  whether 
he  did  not  fwear  upon  the  Trial  of  Squires  and  Wells,, 
that  the  Account  Canning  then  gave,  was  the  fame 
with  what  fhe  had  before  faid  in  the  Prefence  of  the 
Sitting  Aldermaa  f.  This  Queftion  he  anfwered 
with  great  Unwillingnefs  ;  but  at  lift  acknowledged, 
hedid. — It  was  then  enquired  of  him,  whether thofe. 
i\vo  Ac counts  were  the  fame  f  To  this  he  alfo  made 
Abundance  of  Hefitation  ;  and  after  fome  Time, 
faid,  he  believed  they  corroborated  \  being  denred  to 
explain  himfelf,  he  frill  repeated  their  corroborating^ 
nor  could  any  other  Anfwer  be  obtained,  from  him, 
— He  was  then  asked,  what  was  the  Purport  of  Can- 
vmgs  Teftimony  before  Alderman  Chitty ;  he  had 
forgot^  he  could  not  keep  fuch  Things-  in  bis  Head  Jo 
long. — -But  then,  Sir,  how  happens  it,  that  you  have 
been  able  to  keep  what  pafled  between  Canning  and 
you  fo  long  in  your  Head  ?  1  dont  know, — If  you 
had  forgot  what  pafied  before  the  Alderman, 
how  came  you  to  fwear  it  was  the  fame  with 
what  file  faid  in  Cauit  ?  /  believe  it  corroborated.' — 
— Was  it  not  directly  contradictory  to  what  fhe  de- 
pofed  in  Court  ?  I  cannot  tell^  it  was  a  great  while 
ti-o. — Did  fhe  not  Uvear  before  the  Alderman,  that 
lhe  lay  on  the  bare  Boards  ?  I  dont  k?i§iv. — Did 
file  not  iWQdi  that  (he  left  fome  Water  in  her  Pitcher 

behind 

*  See  above.,  P.  28, 
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behind  her  ?  /  can't  tell. — Did  flie  not  fwear  fhe  had 
Four,  Five,  or  Six  Crufts  of  Bread  to  live  upon  ? 
I  don't  remember. — Did  fhe  not  defcribe  Pidures  over 
the  Chimney  ?  I  have  forgot. — Did  fhe  not  mention 
an  old  Table,  and  a  Stool  or  two  ?  /  don't  know. 
Did  fhe  take  any  Notice  of  the  Nefl:  of  Drawers, 
the  Hay,  the  Saddles,  or  of  any  other  Particular  that 
was  in  the  Room  ?  Yes,  Jhe  mentioned  the  Bed- gown 
and  the  brokenPitcher — Did  flie  fpeak  of  any  Thing  elfe? 

Did  flie  not  fwear,  that  fhe  got  out  of  the  Win- 
dow, upon  a  Shed  or  Penthoufe  of  Boards  :  That 
flie  ilid  down  to  the  Edge  of  it,  and  jump'd  from 

thence  upon  a  Bank  ?  Really  I  dont  remember.  Is 

there  any  Shed  or  Penthoufe  under  any  of  the  Win- 
dows of  the  Workfhop  ?— 1 believe  not. — He  alfo  ad- 
mitted, that  if  Canning  had  been  in  the  Kitchen* 
with  the  Door  leading  to  the  Workfhop  open,  fhe 
muft  have  feen  it ;  and  he  fliould  have  fufpe&ed  her 
Veracity,  if  fhe  had  looked  elfewhere  for  it.  He 
alfo  owned,  that  when  Canning  charged  the  Gipfey 
with  having  robbed  her,  the  Pofition  in  which  the 
latter  fat,  made  it  very  doubtful  whether  fhe  could 
fee  the  old  Woman's  Face  - — He  was  remarkably 
exadt  in  his  Account,  how  and  where  he  fpent  the 
Firft  of  January,  and  fome  Days  in  the  latter  End 
of  the  Month ;  but  lefs  fo  in  regard  to  the  inter- 
mediate Time ;  for  which  he  gave  as  a  Reafon, 
That  he  had  heard  it  was  fuggefted,  that  he  had 
been  with  Elizabeth  Canning. 

9.  Mary  Myers,  (aid,  She  had  been  acquainted 
with  the  Mother  and  Daughter  foi  feveral  Years ; 
and  that  the  Daughter  was  a  fober  well-behaved 
Girl:  That  upon  the  Daughter's  P.  .turn,  the  Mo- 
ther fent  her  Apprentice  for  her;  and  that  flie  ac- 
cordingly went :  That  (he  found  the  Girl  in  a  dif- 

liial 
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fnal  Condition  ;  her  Hands  and  Face  black,  (as  (ho 
further  explained  it)  as  the  Bonnet  flk  held  in  her 
Handy  which  (he  imputed  to  the^oldnefs  of  the 
Weather  :  That  her  Speech  was^low,  that  fhe  was 
obliged  to  kneel  down  to  hear  her  fpeak.  When 
the  Girl  gave  an  Account  of  44  her  having  been  con- 
<4  fined  in  a  Room  in  which  was  form  Hay,  a  Pit- 
44  cher  with  about  a  Gallon  of  Water  in  it,  fome 
*4  Pieces  of  Bread,  to  about  the  Value  of  a  Quar- 
"  tern-Loaf ;  and  that  (he  made'her  Efcape  by  pull- 
*4  ing  down  two  Boards  from  a  Window,  from 
44  whence  fhe  got  out,  and  dropped  down ;  that  in 
€C  fo  doing  fhe  tore  her  Ear  "  ;  which  Mrs.  Myers 
faid,  was  very  bloody  when  (he  faw  her :  That  the 
Blood  appeared  frefli.  She  further  depofed,  Thai 
fhe  went  down  in  the  Chaife,  with  the  Girl,  to  En* 
field-Wafh*  And  being  afked,  Whether  Mr.  Adam- 
Jon  came  back  to  meet  them,  and  what  pafs'd, 
between  him  and  Elizabeth  Cannings  fhe  faid,  That 
he  only  afked  her,  What  Sort  of  a  Room  fhe  had 
been  confined  in  ?  and  whether  there  was  any  Hay  in 
it? 

io.  John  Wintlebury,  declared,  He  hacl 
known  Elizabeth  Canning  fourteen  or  fifteen  Years  : 
That  fhe  had  Jived  with  him  as  a  Servant  about 
eighteen  Months,  and  behaved  exceeding  well  : 
That  being  informed  of  her  Return,  he  went  to  her 
Mother's  that  very  Night :  That  fhe  immediately 
faid  to  him,  that  fhe  had  been  confined  in  a 
Houfe  on  the  Hertfordjhire  Road,  where  fhe  heard 
the  Name  of  Wills  or  Wells  mentioned  :  That  lhe 
defcribed  a  broken  Pitcher,  which  held  about  a  Gal- 
lon of  Water  ;  and  that  he  found  fuch  a  one  in  the 
Room  fhe  faid  fhe  had  been  confined  in  :  That  he 
Went  down  to  affilt  in  the  Execution  of  the  War- 
rant 
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rant  granted  by  Alderman  Chitty,  for  the  Apprehen- 
fion  of  Mother  V/elh*  — -  He  faid,  That  the  North 
Window  appeared  to  have  been  newly  nailed  up  in 
a  cobbling  Manner.  —  That  he  believed  Cannings  at 
the  Time  ftie  fingled  out  the  old  Gipfey,  could  fee 
a  Part  of  her  Face.  —  His  Relation  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  that  Day  at  Enfield,  in  other  Refpefts, 
agreed  with  that  given  by  Scarrat*  ;  and,  like  him5 
this  Witnefs  alfo  could  not  recolledt  any  thing  that 
had  pafl"ed  at  Guildhall,  though  confronted  by  the 
Short-hand-writer,  that  he  fwore  upon  the  Trial  of 
Mary  Squires,  That  the  Account  given  by  Cannings 
in  Courts  tallied  with  ivhat  Jbe  had  faid  before  the  Sit~ 
ting  Alderman. 

11.  Mary  Woodward,  depofed,  She  was  fent 
for,  by  Mrs,  Canning,  the  Night  her  Daughter  re- 
turned :  That  fhe  found  her  in  a  very  deplorable 
Condition:  That  the  firft  Words  (he  faid  to  her 
were,  Mrs.  Woodward,  lam  almojl  Jiarved  to  Death  : 
That  fhe  gave  her  fome  Wine  and  Water,  and  a 
Bit  of  Bread  ;  but  (he  could  not  fwallow  it : — - 
That  the  Girl  then  mentioned  her  having  been  con- 
fined in  a  Room  of  a  Houfe  on  the  Hertford  Road  ; 
and  faid,  that  as  foon  as  flie  was  brought  into  the 
Houfe,  three  Women  took  hold  of  her  ;  among 
whom  was  an  old  Woman,  who  afked  her  if  fhe 
would  go  their  Way  ;  and,  upon  her  Refufal,  took 
a  Knife  out  of  a  Drefler-drawer,  with  which  fhe 
cut  off  her  Stays  :  That  the  fame  old  Woman  took 
hold  of  her  Petticoat,  looked  on  it,  and  hit  her  a 
Slap  on  the  Face,  and  faid  with  an  Oath,  I  will  give 
you  that\  and  immediately  turned  her  up  Stairs  into 
the  Room  wherein  (he  had  been  confined  ;  and 

threatned 
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threatened  her,  that  if  (he  made  any  Noife  fhe 
would  come  and  cut  her  Throat.  At  the  fame 
Time  (he  defcribed  the  Woman  who  had  fo  mal- 
treated her,  to  be  a  ta//,  blacky  fwarthy  Woman. — 
On  her  Crofs  Examination  (he  admitted  fhe  did  not 
hear  Canning  fay,  that  ftie  had  lain  on  Hay  ;  And 
being  afked  in  regard  to  the  Cleannefs  of  the  Shift 
flie  came  Home  in,  (he  faid  it  was  as  dirty  as  if  fhe 
had  worn  it  a  Month  without  Working  \  and  that 
there  were  no  Splaflies  of  Dirt  upon  it. 

12.  Mary  Lyon,  Daughter  of  Edward  Lyon  *, 
depofed  to  much  the  fame  Effe£i  with  the  laft  Wit- 
nefs  and  Mrs.  Myers  f,  but  with  this  Addition,  that 
Canning  mentioned  the  Name  of  Wills,  or  Wells  be- 
fore Scarrat  came  into  the  Houfe. 

13.  Joseph  Adamson,  fwore  to  nearly  the  fame 
Purport,  as  he  did  on  the  Trial  of  Squires  and  Wells%r 
but  fomewhat  more  particularly  ;  he  faid  he  went 
down  with  the  reft  to  Enfield  Wafb^  and  that  he  was 
one  of  the  firft  Perfons,  who  went  into  IV ells* $ 
Workfhop  ;  that  he  found  the  Hay  loofe,  as  if  it 
had  been  newly  toiled  up  ;  that  the  Window  to- 
wards the  Road,  was  boarded  quite  crofs,  and  fo 
clofe,  that  there  did  not  appear  any  Cracks,  through, 
which  the  Hertford  Coach,  or  any  thing  elfe  in  the 
Road,  could  be  feen  ;  but  that  the  Boards  did  not 
reach  quite  to  the  Top  of  the  Window,  that  it  was 

poffible  by  a  little  Climbing  to  look  over  them  

that  before  the  Girl  came,  he  and  Canning's  Uncle 
pulled  down  the  Boards,  which  he  apprehended  to 
have  been  but  lately  nailed  up,  feeing  where  the 
Nails  were  drove  tbft  Wood  appeared  to  be  frefh 
fplit. — — He  admitted  that  Scqrrql  and  he  tofled  p 

who 
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who  fhould  go  back  to  meet  the  Chaife  ;  and  that 
it  falling  to  his  Lot,  he  accordingly  went,  and  afked 
Canning  what  Sort  of  a  Place  fhe  had  been  confined  in; 
that,  fhe  replied,  it  was  a  wild  Sort  of  a  Place,  with 
fome  Hay  in  it,  and  a  little  Chimney  or  Fire-place  ; 
that  when  he  came  back  his  Hat  was  in  his  Hand ; 
but  denied  that  he  afked  her  whether  there  was  any 
Hay  there  ||  ;  that  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  Chaife  he 
lifted  Elizabeth  Canning  out,  and  carried  her  into 
the  Houfe,  and  fat  her  upon  a  Dreffer  in  the 
Kitchen  ;  He  alfo  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  Girl  faw 
the  Stair-cafe,  fronting  the  Street-door,  the  Inftant 
fhe  fet  her  Foot  within  the  Houfe,  and  before  fhe 
faw  the  Kitchen  or  any  other  Room,  (he  at  once 
declared,  Thefe  are  the  Stairs  I  was  puftied  up  ;  He 
owned  that  there  was  no  Kind  of  Similitude  be- 
tween this  Stair-cafe,  and  the  Steps  leading  up  to  the 
Loft ;  and  that  he  was  therefore  greatly  furprized, 
and  bid  her  be  careful  what  (he  faid  ;  for,  fays  he, 
you  fee,  Child,  you  are  miftaken  in  the  Stair-cafe  ; 
he  likewife  admitted,  that  when  Canning  was  brought 
into  the  Kitchen,  the  Work-fhop  Door  was  wide 
open,  and  that  fhe  discovered  no  Signs  of  her  know-* 
ingit  ;  but  that  he  thought  Virtue  Hail  flood  between 
her  and  the  Door  at  that  Time  ;  He  further  faid, 
that  after  Canning  had  pitched  upon  the  Work-fhop, 
as  the  Place  of  her  Confinement,  he  placed  himfelf 
between  her  and  the  little  Cafement,  and  afked  her, 
what  might  be  feen  out  of  that  Window ;  that  fhe 
replied  Trees?  an  Hill  at  a  Qijlance?  and  fome  Houfe  s 
towards  the  Left-hand ;  and  he  believed,  that  at  this 
.Time,  fhe  could  not  fee  out  of  that  Window  ;  but 
then  he  acknowledged,  that  he  flood  about  a  Yard 
and  a  half  diftant  from  the  Window,  and  that  fhe 

had 

I)  See  Mi s.  Mjer's  Evidence,  P.  206, 
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^ia<l  been  in  the  Room  five  or  fix  Minutes,  and 
might  pofiibly  have  looked  out  of  the  Window,  be- 
fore he  thought  of  making  this  Experiment  of  the 
Girl's  Knowledge  of  the  Place. 

14.  Southerton  Backler,  an  Apothecary, 
defcribed  the  Condition  in  which  he  found  her,  in 
much  the  fame  Manner  as  on  the  Trial  of  Mary 
Squires  *  ;  he  alfo  gave  an  Account  of  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  fome  inefficacious  Glyfters  and  Purges  ; 
that  on  her  continuing  fo  long  ill,  a  Phyfician  was  fent 
for,  who  attended  her  daily,  from  the  6th  to  the 
20th  of  February,  and  fome  Time  afterwards  oc- 
cafionally. 

15.  Dr.  Eaton,  v/ho  was  her  Phyfician,  fpoke 
to  his  Vifiting  her  on  the  6th  of  February,  that  {he 
Was  then  very  ill  and  very  weak,  could  retain  no- 
thing in  her  Stomach,  and  complained  of  great  Pain 
in  her  Bowels  ;  that  her  illnefs  feemed  to  him  to 
have  been  occafioned  by  long  Fajling,  Cold,  and 
other  Hardfliips  ;  that  he  had  no  Reafon  to  think  fhe 
was  an  Impoftor,  and  that  there  were  no  Symptoms 
like  what  would  have  been  the  Confequence  of  an 
antecedent  Salivation  ;  he  likewife  faid,  that  fhe  had 
an  Inflammation  like  a  St.  Anthony9 s  Fire,  upon  one 
Ear,  and  all  on  one  Side  of  her  Face,  which  he  ap- 
prehended owing  to  fome  Hurt,  inflamed  by  her 
bad  Habit  of  Body. — But  upon  their  crofs  Exami- 
nations, both  this  Gentleman  and  the  Apothecary 
admitted  that  all  the  Symptoms,  which  they  obferved 
in  Canning,  might  as  well  happen  from  a  Fever,  or 
fevera!  other  Caufes. 

16.  Robert  Beal,  faid,  that  he  attended  the 
Turnpike  at  Stamford-Hill,  from  the  31ft  of  De- 
cember to  the  6th  of  January  1753  inclufive, 
that  on  one  of  thefe  Nights,  he  could  not  be 

pofitivc 

f  Sec  above,  P*  29. 
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pofitive  which,  between  10  and  II  6 'Clock,  he  heard 
tt  Sobbing  and  a  Crying  upon  the  Road  ;  that  at  laft 
he  perceived  two  Men,  and  a  young W oman,  coming 
along  the  Road  from  London  ;  that  the  Woman  cried 
very  much  j  that  when  they  came  to  the  Style  of  the 
Turnpike,  over  which  they  forced  her,  faying, 
D — n  the  B — ch,  how  drunk  fhe  is,  he  could 
fee  them  them  very  plainly  by  his  Candle,  which  he 
brought  out  on  Purpofe  ;  that  having  got  her  over 
the  Style,  flie  fobbed,  and  cried  ftill  louder,  and  that 
they  went  on  towards  Enfield  :  Being  afked  why  he 
came  not  to  offer  his  Affiftance  ;  he  replied,  that  he 
thought,  if  fhe  had  been  unwilling  to  have  gone,  {he 
would  have  fpoke  to  him  ;  and  that  there  being  two 
Men,  and  himfelf  alone,  he  did  not  chufe  to  inter  ~ 
pofe. — ThsXhedidnot fee  the  Woman's  Face-,  but  that 
the  Perfon,  he  faw,  was  drejfed  in  a  light-coloured 
Gown  and  Apron,  with  a  Hat  or  Bonnet  upon  her 
Head;—* — that  the  Men,  who  were  v/ith  her,  had 
not  great  Coats  on.— — that  the  Woman  walked  up- 
right upon  her  Legs  very  fajl  ;  and  that  hearing  Can* 
ning's  Story  related  about  fix  Weeks  after,  he  imme- 
diately recollected  thefe  People,  and  faid,  Lord!  1 
believe  I  was  at  the  Gate  when  jhe  went  by. 

iy.  Thomas  Bennet,  depofed  to  his  living  at 
Enfield,  near  the  ten  Mile  wStone,  and  that,  on  the 
29'th  of  January  1753,  between  four  and  five  6 "Clock 
in  the  Afternoon,  he  faw  at  a  Gate,  between  Mo- 
ther Wells's  and  his  own  Houfe,  a  poor  miferable 
Objeft,  without  a  Gown,  Stays,  or  Cap,  who  had 
on  her  Head  only  a  Bit  of  Rag  very  dirty,  like  a 
half  Handkerchief,  and  fomething  hanging  loofe  on 
her  Shoulders  down  to  her  Waift  ;  that  (he  was  a 
thin  Perfon,  and  appeared  to  be  about  twenty  Years 
©id.  and  feemed  to  be  very  weak  and  feeble ;  that 
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fhe  aflced  him  her  Way  to  Londeru  and  faid  fhe  had 
being  frightened  by  the  Tanner's  Dog-*  that  he  told" 
fhe  had  no  Occaiion  to  go  near  the  Tanner's  Dog  ; 
and  gave  her  Directions  to  turn  firft  to  the  Left  and 
then  to  the  Right,  fififi — On  his  Crofs-examination, 
could  not  fwear  that  Canning  was  the  Perfon  ;  and 
upon  further  queftioning  him,  it  appeared  that  fhe 
had  not  come  fo  far  as  the  Tanner's  Houfe  ;  wherr 
this  Witnefs,  fays  he  met  her,  at  the  Gate  he  men- 
tioned ;  which  is  two  or  three  hundred  Yards  fur- 
ther from  London,  than  the  Tanner's  Bridge,  where 
lhe  muft  have  firft  come  into  the  London  Road. 

18.  David  Dyer,  faid  he  lived  at  Enfield  Wafh, 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  Mother  Wells,  that 
he  met  a  miferable  Obje£t,  about  four  o'Clock  in  the 
Afternoon,  whofe  Drefs  he  defcribed  pretty  nearly 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  laft  Witnefs  had  done  ; 
that  fhe  pafled  by  his  Door,  and  looked  as  if  (he 
was  welly  famifhed  ;  that  he  afked  her  if  fhe  wanted 
a  Hufband.  -On  his  Crofs-examination,  He  can- 
not fwear  Canning  is  the  Perfon  ;  that  he  looked 
wifhfully  at  her;  and  that  the  Woman  he  met 
looked  ill,  was  Pale  and  White,  and  had  a  very 
White  Handf. 

•  19.  Mary  Cobb,  a  Mantua-maker,  faid  fhe 
lived  near  Edmonton  Church,  that  fhe  fet  out  about 
three  o'Clock  on  the  29th  of  January  to  go  about 
a  fhort  Miie  towards  London,  which  Diftance  fhe 
commonly  walked  in  about  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour ■ 
that  the  Perfon  fhe  went  to  fee,  not  being  at  Home, 
fhe  returned  back  again  prefently,  and  in  her  Way- 
met 

*  See  Mr.  Scarrafs  Evidence,  P.  202.  f  See  the 
Depositions  of,  Jama  Lord,  P.  «b&  and  of  Maty 
Mytrs,  P.  206. 
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met  a  poor  Girl,  about  Dufk,  ia  a  very  diftrefled 
Condition,  at  a  Style  in  one  of  the  Duck-fields^ 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  her  own.Houfe. — 
She  was  very  minute  in  her  Defcription  of  the 
Girl's  Drefs,  and  particularly  obferved  of  the  Bed- 
Gown ,  that  it  appeared  to  be  an  old  Linnen,  with 
faded  red  Flowers  ;  that  it  feemed  to  have  been 
quilted,  that  it  was  .much  wore,  and  the  Wool  came 
through  it  in  many  Places ;  being  afked  if  Elizabeth 
Canning  was  the  Perfon,  £he  anfwered  that  fhe  verily 
believed  fee  was,  for  that  fee  thought  fee  knew  her 
again  by  the  Tip  of  her  Nofe — She  alio  fwore  fee  had 
never  feen  her  before,  nor  from  that  Day  to  the 
Time  of  her  being  examined  in  Court.- — On  her 
.Crofs-examination,  fee  was  particularly  interrogated 
as  to  the  Time,  and  perilled  in  faying  that  fee  fet 
out  at  Three,  and  thai  fee  fiaid  no  •  where  before 
fee  returned  Home  ;  but  (aid,  as  fee  was,  a- Woman 
in  Publick  Bufmefs,  fee  might  very  likely  meet 
fome  Acquaintance  on  the  Road,  who  might  ilop 
-and  talk  to  her  :— She.  could  not  pofitively  :fay  fee 
Jiad  met  with,  any  Body,  but  probably  fee  had.— 
Being  aiked  how- long  fee  might  .be  detained  in  this 
.Manner;  fee  replied,  perhaps  a  Quarter  jf  an  clour 
in  the  whole. — This  was  all  the  Account  Hie  could 
give  of  her  Time,  from  thrc"  o'CIock,  till  fee  met 
the  Perfon  fuppoied  to  be  £iizc;'?elh  Canning  >  which, 
according  to  ljer  OAvn  Stcr,  j  i  ;uii  have  ,  been  at 
Jeaft  a  Quarter  pf  an  Hour  Four  ;  notwith- 

.ftaading. which,  fee  after -yards  fwore  it  was  about 
five  o'Cloc^,  lor  that  vvL  -;i  fee.  went  Abroad.,  fee 
left  Word  that  fee  feould  return  in  two  Hours,  and 
when  fee  got  Home  fee  found  fee  had  exceeded 
her  Time  by  about  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  :  Where- 
by fee  flatly  contradicted  herfelf  in  Point  of  Time  : 

Befides 
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Befides  which,  on  the  29th  of  January^  the  Even- 
ing happened  to  be  dull  and  cloudy ;  and  no  Moon, 
at  five  o'Clock,  that  it  muft  have  been  fo  dark,  that 
it  was  next  to  impoffibie,  that  flie  fhould  be  able  to 
difcern  whether  (he  had  any  Covering  on,  much  lefs 
to  diftinguifh  fo  minutely  the  Colours  of  the  Bed- 
Gowriy  or  the  Tip  of  the  Nofe  ;  nor  is  it  more  pro- 
bable, confidering  what  the  two  laft  Witnefles  have 
fworn,  that  Canning  fhould  be  able  to  walk  between 
three  or  four  Miles  in  little  more  than  Half  an  Hour. 

The  Court  being  here  adjourned,  the  Defendant 
was  accompanied  to  her  cuftomary  Retreat,  by  her 
ufual  numerous  Attendants,  who  appeared  more 
remarkably  earneft  in  their  Acclamations  now  than 
before  ;  yet  however  noify,  they  were  not  mif- 
chievous  :  I  had  hitherto  been  unwilling  to  believe, 
that  thefe  clamorous  Gentry  were  in  the  leaft  coun- 
tenanced by  any  of  the  Perfons  who  interefted  them- 
felves  in  Canning's  Defence  >  but  this  Evening,  they 
manifeftly  evidenced,  how  well  they  approved  of  the 
Refpe&  lhewn  to  them  by  the  Multitude  :  Whether 
any  Thing  that  had  occurred  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Day's  Proceedings,  which  they  might  think  favour- 
able to  the  Party  they  efpoufed,  gave  Occafion  to 
their  Behaviour,  I  cannot  determine ;  but  this  I  can 
aflert  for  Fa£t5  having  been  an  Eye-witnefs  to  it; 
that  as  foon  as  the  Girl  had  got  into  the  Houfe,  the 
Windows  in  general  were  thrown  up,  and  the  Peo- 
ple, within  Doors,  waving  their  Hats,  joined  in  the 
Huzzas  and  Exultations  of  thofe  without. 


Mon* 
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Monday,  May  6.  The  Court  went  forward  in  eX» 
amining  WitneiTes  on  the  Part  of  the  Defence, 

20.  William  Howard,  faid  he  lived  at  En* 
fields  oppofite  to  Mother  IVells ;  that  he  has  a  fmall 
Fortune  of  his  own,  befides  an  Employment  under 
the  Government  $  that  Edward  Aldridge  * ,  a  Silver- 
fmith  in  London,  and  a  Kinfman  of  his  of  the  fame 
Name  at  Enfield,  came  to  his  Houfe  a  few  Days  after 
Wells  and  Squires  were  taken  into  Cuftody ;  that  the 
faid  Edward  Aldridge  brought  to  him  a  printed  Cafe 
of  Elizabeth  Canning,  to  recommend  raifing  a  Con- 
tribution  for  her  ;  that  it  appeared  to  him  he  came 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  that  he  did  not  then  exprefs 
anyDiflatisfa&ion  about  the  Matter. — That  about  fix 
or  feven  Days  after  he  called  again,  when  he  (Howard) 
afked  him  what  he  thought  of  it  ?  To  which  Aldridge 
replied,  there  was  one  Thing  he  was  not  quite  To 
clear  in,  which  was,  the  Defcription  fhe  gave  of  the 

i  Room ;  but  that  he  thought  fhe  had  been  Jcmewhere9 
and  very  ill  ufed. 

21.  Ellis  Howard,  Wife  of  the  foregoing  De- 

i  ponent,  confirmed  what  her  Hufband  had  faid  re- 

j  lating  to  Edward  Aldridge;  to  which  fhe  added,  that 
I  fhe  believes  fhe  faw  Mary  Squires,  her  Son,  and  two 
Daughters,  all  together  for  the  firjl  Time  the  Sunday 
Sevennight  before  they  were  taken  up ;  fhe  thinks 
1  fhe  faw  one  of  the  Daughters  come  over  to  her  Well 
the  Day  before,  and  believes  fhe  faw  the  old  Woman 

ii  fome  Time  before  that,  at  a  Diftance,  but  cannot 
I  be  pofitive  to  their  Perfons,  being  very  fhort-figh^ed ; 
I  nor  was  fhe  more  fo  in  Regard  to  Timey  not  being 

able 

*  See  P.  180. 
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able  to  determine  whether  it  was  more  than  eight 
Days  before  they  were  apprehended. 

22.  LydiaFarroway,  depofed  fhe  was  a  Ser- 
vant to^/hs*  Hovjardjhzt  fhe  faw  the  oldGipfey  on  the 
20th  or  21/?,  which  (lie  afcertained  by  faying  fhe  was 
making  minced  Pyes  one  of  thofeDays,  to  be  ready 
againft  her  Mafter's  Birth-day,  which  was  on  the 
29th  ;  fhe  alfo  fwore  to  the  Daughter's  coming  to 
their  Well  for  Water,  and  that  fhe  came  with  a 
large  black  Pitcher.  Upon  her  Crofs  Examination, - 
fhe  could  not  be  pofitive  to  the  Day  of  the  Month. 

23.  William  Hkadland,  declared  that  he 
was  at  his  Father's  Houfe  at  Enfield  fome  Time  be- 
fore January  was  Twelve-month  ;  that  on  the  fame 
Day  that  Wells  and  Squires  were  taken  up,  he  found 
a  Piece  of  IVindcw-lead^  all  bkody^  on  the  Ground 
under  the  Windoiv  out  of  which  the  Girl  faid  fhe  made 
her  Efcape  ;  that  he  carried  it  Home,  and  gave  it 
hi  Mother  direttly^  who  laid  it_  by,  but  it  is  fince 
lo.l ;  that  he  did  not  fhew  it  to  any  of  the  Perfons 
v/ao  went  down  to  apprehend  /,:v//j,  though  he  ad- 
mitted they  were  there  at  the  fame -Time  ;  nor  did4 
Be  ever  mention  a  Word  of  it  to  any  Body ■  He 
alio  fwore  that  he  faw  the  old  Gipfey  on  Tutfday  the 
Ninth  of  y^nhdry^  under  Loomworth-Dane' 's-Wall^ 
telling  a  young  Man  his  Fortune  that  he  faw  her 
again  on  the  12th  zt'fftelts's  Houfe,  and  her  two 
Daughters  were  with  her,  one  of  them  was  buckling 
her  Pcmps,  Wnich  fhe,  had  on  ;  he  afcertained  the 
particular  Tirrics  by  the  Space  between  thofeDays 
and  Cl>ri/l?rtas-. Day. —On  his  Crofs  Examination  he- 
appeared  grofsly  ignorant,  for  being  asked  when 
Chryhnas-Bay  happened,  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  New-year  s-Day,  he  could  not  tell,  nor  evenl 
in  what  Month,  only  that  it  was  in  Winter-time. — 
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He  faid  he  had  lived  near  Henham-hal!>  but  did  not 
know  in  what  County  that  Place  was,  nor  who  was 
the  Mafter  of  it :  He  fwore  that  he  had  been  at  Ser- 
vice, and  came  Home  to  his  Father's  the  Autumn 
before  Mary  Squires  was  taken  up,  but  gave  no 
Account  either  of  the  Nature  of  his  Service,  or  where 
he  had  lived  till  that  Time. 

24.  Elizabeth  Headland,  Mother  of  the 
laft  Witnefs,  depos'd,  that  her  Son  brought  her  a 
Piece  of  bloody  Lead,  which  he  told  her  he  found  a 
little  Way  from  the  Window  at  Wells's^  from  whence 
the  Girl  faid  fhe  made  her  Efcape ;  that  fhe  wrapt  it 
up  in  a  Piece  of  Paper,  and  put  it  into  a  Drawer  j 
but  that,  looking  for  it  lately,  fhe  found  the  Paper, 
but  the  Lead  was  gone. — Being  afked  when  her  Son 
brought  her  this  Lead,  fhe  replied,  not  till  feme 
Days  after  the  Firft  of  February,  when  Wells,  &c. 
were  apprehended. 

25.  Samuel  Storey,  faid  he  lived  at  Waltham- 
abbey  upon  his  Fortune  ;  looking  at  Mary 'Squires \  he 
fwore  that  he  faw  her  feveral  Times  in  White-  Webbs- 
Lane  \  that  the  laft  Time  of  his  feeing  her,  till  fhe 
was  committed,  was  on  the  23d  of  December,  fitting 
within  the  Door  ef  Wells's  Houfe,  with  one  of  her 
Daughters  j  that  he  remembered  the  Day  by  its  being 
a  fine  frofty  Morning,  and  the  Weather  changing, 
and  it  raining  when  he  went  Home,  he  caught  Cold, 
and  was  feized  with  a  St.  Anthony  s  Fire  and  the 
Rheumatifm;  after  which  he  was  not  out  of  his 
Houfe  for  near  two  Months; — he  was  pofitive  to 
the  old  Woman,  having  rode  up  to  the  Door,  and 
fpoke  to  her  ;  but  not  certain  to  the  Daughter,  who 
he  faid  flood  partly  with  her  Back  towards  him  ; 
— that  he  has  feen  the  old  Woman  a  Year  or  two 
before  upon  Enfield  chafe,  with  her  Family,  when 

L  they 
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they  ufed  to  wear  Blankets  Gipfey-fafhion,  and  had 
two  or  three  Afles  with  them. 

26.  William  Smith,  a  Farmer  near  Enfield- 
chafe,  depos'd,  that  the  old  Gipfey  lay  in  his  Cow- 
houfe  on  the  14th  of  December,  1752,  and  for  two 
Nights  after ;  that  fhe  had  tiuo  Men  and  two 
Women  with  her,  whom  fhe  called  Sons  and  Daugh- 
ters ;  that  he  had  feen  her  feveral  Times  before  for 
many  Years ;  George,  Mary,  and  Lucy  Squires  were 
fliewn  to  him,  but  he  would  not  pretend  to  fwear  to 
them,  but  was  pofitive  to  the  old  Woman. — He  alfo 
fwore  that  he  was  examined  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  the 
Trial  of  Mary  Squires,  when  fhe  was  convicted,  and 
that  he  then  gave  Evidence  in  that  Court  of  her 
being  the  fame  Woman  who  lay  in  his  Cow-houfe  ; 
but  upon  looking  into  that  Trial,  it  appeared  that  he 
had  neither  been  then  examined,  nor  had  he  ever 
given  Evidence  before  the  Grand  Jury  upon  that 
Occafion ;  neverthelefs,  he  infifted  on  it  for  fome 
Time,  but  at  laft  he  was  pleafed  to  forget  the  Time 
of  the  Year  when  he  was  fo  examined,  nor  could  he 
remember  whether  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he  then 
flood,  was  the  Place  where  he  had  undergone  fuch 
Examination,  or  no. 

27.  Samuel  Arnott,  faid  he  lived  in  White- 
Webbs  Lane,  on  Enfield-chace,  that  his  Houfe  is  ad- 
joining to  Farmer  Smith's  Cow-houfe — he  fwore 
pcfitively  to  the  Perfon  of  the  old  Gipfey,  and  that 
ihe  lay  in  the  faid  Cow-houfe  the  Time  the  Farmer 
haci  fworn  to  :  He  agreed  alfo  with  the  reft  as  to  the 
Company  the  old  Woman  had  with  her  ;  but  will 
jiot  take  upon  him  to  fwear  that  either  of  them  he 
faw  in  Court  were  the  fame  5  to  this  he  added,  a 
Circumftance  not  taken  Notice  of  by  any  Body  elfe, 
that  the  old  Woman  had  with  her  alfo  two  little 

Chil- 
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Children ;  and  being  aflc'd  their  Ages,  he  anfwerecf* 
fome  of  them  (viz.  of  the  two)  might  be  about  foufr 
or  five  Years  old,  and  fome  of  them  about  fix  ot 
feven. — He  likewife  depofed  that  Mary  Squires  en- 
quired of  him  for  a  little  Brown  or  Black  Horfe, 
which  fhe  faid  fhe  had  loft,  and  defired  him  to  let 
her  know  if  he  happened  to  fee  him  ;  fhe  defcribect 
the  Horfe  having  his  Legs  tied  together,  and  that  he 
had  a  Clog  on,  marked  with  the  Words  Mary 
Squires^  which  fhe  told  him  was  her  Name;  that  he 
never  faw  her  afterwards  till  in  Nezvgate. 

28.  Elizabeth  Arnott,  Wife  of  the  pre- 
ceding Witnefs,  confirmed  her  Hufband's  Teftimony 
as  to  the  Time  of  feeing  the  old  Woman,  and  the 
Cricumftance  of  the  Horfe ;  adding,  that  fhe  &V5 
the  Son  whittling  for  the  Horfe,  but  cannot  fiveai 
to  the  Son,  or  either  of  the  Daughters ; — that  flics 
faw  the  old  Woman  afterwards  in  Newgate^  and  be- 
lieves her  to  be  the  fame  Perfon. 

29.  Loomworth  Dane,  of  Enfield-ivajh,  fworc 
pofitively  to  feeing  the  old  Woman  pafs  by  him  on 
the  fifth  of 'January^  1753,  as  he  was  filling  a  Wheel- 
barrow of  Gravel  before  his  own  Door  ;  he  had  alfb 
feen  her  fever al  other  Times,  but  could  not  fpecify 
any  other  Day,  except  that  one,  which  he  is  certain 

llo,  becaufe  it  was  Old  Chrijimas-dayy  and  he  had 
igiven  his  Servant  Leave  to  go  to  London  on  his  own 
jBufinefs, — He  admitted  that  he  never  exchanged  a 
Word  with  her  in  his  Life ;  that  when  fhe  pafied 
[jhim  that  Day  fhe  did  not  come  within  feveral  Yards 
of  him,  and  that  he  was  not  called  upon  to  recollect 
(this  Interview  till  fome  Months  afterwards, 

30.  Sarah  Starr,  faid  that  her  Hufband  was  a 
jFarmer,  and  lived  next  Door  to  Mother  Wells  ;  that 
Mary  Squires  came  to  her  Houfe  on  the  18th  or  19th 
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of  January  was  Twelve -month ; — that  fhe  had  never 
feen  her  before  ;  that  the  old  Woman  at  firft  offer'd 
to  mend  China  or  Delft  Ware ;  that  fhe  came  and 
deiired  to  buy  fome  pickled  Pork  and  brown  Bread  ; 
that  fhe  (Mrs.  Starr)  gave  her  fome  Chitterlins 
which  lay  upon  the  Table,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
her;  that  fhe  believed  the  Gipfey  was  with  her  in 
the  Whole  about  three  Quarters  6f  an  Hour,  and 
would  have  told  hers  and  her  Servants  Fortunes,  but 
they  were  afraid  of  her :  She  defcribed  her  as  a 
Perfon  terribly  disfigured,  and  that  fhe  had  never 
feen  fuch  a  Perfon  before. — This  Witnefs  circum- 
ftantiated  the  Time  by  a  Note  being  brought  to 
her  that  Day  by  a  Carter ;  but  neither  the  Note  nor 
the  Bearer  were  produced  in  Court ;  the  former  fhe 
cxcufed  by  faying  that  Mr.  Myles  had  it, 

31.  Daniel  Vass,  of  Turkey-Jlreet,  Enfield,  de- 
pofed,  that  he  faw  the  old  Gipfey  pafs  by  his  Door, 
as  he  was  ftanding  in  his  own  Yard  ;  he  faid  he  faw 
No-body  with  her,  that  he  afterwards  faw  her  in  < 
Neivgate,  and  is  fure  fhe  is  the  fame  Perfon,  though 
not  in  the  fame  Cloaths. — On  his  Crofs  Examination 
he  faid,  that  when  he  firft  faw  her  fhe  had  on  an 
old  white  Beaver  Hat,  a  Brick-coloured  Gown,  and  a 
red  Cloak ;  that  he  never  faw  her  but  at  that  Time 
and  m  Neivgate ;  that  fhe  did  not  flop  at  his  Houfe 
more  than  a  Minute,  notwithftanding  which,  he  knew 
her  again  in  Newgate.- — He  afcertained  the  Time  by 
faying  that  his  Matter  did  not  chufe  to  let  him  work 
on  that  Day,  it  being  Old  Chrijlmas-day. 

32.  Jane  Dadwell,  faid  fhe  kept  a  Chandler's 
Shop  at  Enfield-wafn  ;  that  the  old  Gipfey  came  to 
her  Houfe  on  the  28th  of  December  in  New  Chrijlmos 
Week  ;  that  fhe  had  feen  one  of  the  Daughters  often 
before  3  that  when  fhe  came  in  fhe  was  wajhing 
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Dijhes,  ufed  the  Day  before  in  entertaining  her 
Cuftomers ;  that  after  Ihe  was  gone,  fome  of  her 
Neighbours  came  in,  and  asked  who  fhe  was  ?  That 
(he  never  faw  her  but  that  Time  till  in  Newgate, 
where  the  old  Woman  acknowledged  having  been 
at  herHoufe,  but  did  not  fay  where  fhe  lived,  nor 
had  {he  any  Company  with  her. — It  has  already  been 
obferved  that  old  Mary  Squires,  her  Son  and  Daugh- 
ters, were  in  Court,  and  not  a  little  confpicuous, 
during  the  Examination  of  the  WitneiTes :  This  De- 
ponent was  bid  to  look  about  her,  to  fee  if  (he  could 
diftinguifh  the  Woman  (lie  had  fo  pofitivelv  fworn 
to  ;  but  after  looking  round  her,  (lie  could  not  find 
her  out;  fhe  was  bid  to  go  down,  and  fee  if.,  flie 
could  then  find  her,  which  fhe  accordingly  did, 
and  to  Appearance  made  a  very  exa£t  Scrutiny  ;  but 
though  (he  had  look'd  the  old  Woman  fofull  in  the 
Face  that  their  Nofes  were  not  half  a  Yard  afunder, 
fhe  returned  without  being  able  to  fix  upon  her ; 
(he  was  then  bid  to  look  again,  when  the  People 
who  flood  round  about  having  feparated,  and  left  the 
old  Gipfey  as  it  were  alone,  flie  had  at  laft  Sagacity 
enough  to  (ingle  her  out. 

32.  Tobias  KELLOG,faid  he  remembered  feeing 
Mary  Squires  fomething  better  than  three  Weeks  be- 
fore the  31ft  of  January,  while  he  was  at  Work  in 
a  Barn,  at  which  Time  (he  told  one  John  Rowley  his 
Fortune,  and  asked  him  for  three  Pence,  but  he  gave 
her  only  three  Halfpence  ;  that  (he  asked  him  for  a 
Pipe  of  Tobacco,  and  would  alfo  have  told  him  his 
Fortune  :  On  his  Crofs  Examination  he  admitted 
that  No-body  was  with  her  when  he  faw  her ;  that 
he  did  not  know  the  Day  of  the  Month,  but  believ'd 
!  it  to  be  rather  before  than  after  Ola  Chri/fmas-day, 
that  it  was  near  a  Month  before  they  were  taken ; 
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that  the  only  patted  by  him  ;  that  he  never  faw  her 
before  nor  Jince  ;  but  afterwards  faid  he  had  feen  her 
three  or  four  times. 

33.  John  Frame,  a  Servant  of  Nathaniel  Par- 
fons,  Efq;  of  Turkey -J1reety  Enfield,  depofed  to  feeing 
the  old  Woman  upon  the  nth  or  12th  of  January ; 
that  he  was  cut  in  the  Garden,  and  fee  fpoke  to 
him  through  the  Rails;  that  fhe  told  him  what  was 
good  Fortune  ;  that  he  gave  her  no  more  than  an 
Halfpenny  :  that  fhe  had  on  a  reddijh  Sort  of  Gowny 
and  a  light-coloured  Cloak  ;  that  he  never  faw  her 
before,  but  frequently  afterwards,  and  in  Newgate* 
—He  particularized  the  Time  by  his  MaJleSs  being 
gone  to  London ,  but  on  his  Crofs  Examination  ac- 
knowledged that  his  Mafter  went  to  Town  every 
Week. 

34.  Mary  Gold,  faid  fhe  faw  Mary  Squires  on 
the  11th  or  12th  of  January,  at  her  own  Houfe  at 
Enfield  \  fhe  alfo  fixed  the  Time  by  Mr.  Parfons's 
going  to  London  on  the  9th  of  the  fame  Month,  and 
that  fhe  had  been  employed  there  on  the  eighth ;  that 
No-body  was  then  with  the  old  Gipfey,  who  told 
her  fhe  would  not  live  long,  at  which  (he  was  much 
fui  priz'd ;  that  fhe  afterwards  faw  her  in  Newgate, 
and  is  fure  fhe  is  the  fame  Perfon  ;  that  at  the  Time 
fhe  faw  her  fhe  had  the  fame  Drefs  on  as,  when  in 
Newgate,  which  was  a  yellowijh  Sort  of  a  Gown. 

35.  Joseph  Gold,  the  Hufband  of  the  Jaft  Wit- 
net's,  is  a  Labourer  at  Enfield;  he  depofed  to  feeing 
Mary  Squires  on  the  8th  or  9th  of  January,  about 
a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  Wells 's  Houfe:  That 
Virtue  Hall  having  told  him,  fome  Time  before  this-, 
of  there  being  Gipfies  at  Wells's,  he  was  the  more 
curious  in  looking  at  her ;  that  he  faw  her  again  eight 
or  nine  Days  before  fhe  was  taken  up ;  he  faid  fhe 
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had  No-body  with  her,  nor  could  he  defcribe  her 
Drefs ;  he  afcertained  the  Time  of  his  firft  feeing 
her  by  Mr.  Parfons's  going  to  London,  and  becaufe  a 
few  Days  afterwards  his  Wife  told  him  of  having 
.  been  frightned  by  her  ;  yet,  upon  his  Crofs  Exami- 
nation, was  very  uncertain  when  he  faw  her. 

36.  'Humphry  Holding,  faid  he  was  a  Gar- 
diner, that  being  at  Work  at  Mr.  Parfoms,  he  faw 
the  old  Woman  on  the  8th  of  January;  that  fhe 
asked  him  if  the  Family  was  at  Home,  which  was 
all  (he  then  faid  to  him  \  he  knew  this  Time  becaufe 
Mr*  Parfons  went  to  London  the  next  Day. — He 
fwore  he  alio  faw  her  as  he  was  pruning  Vines  for 
Dr.  Harrington  on  the  Thurfday  following ;  that  fhe 
went  to  the  Door,  and  ask'd  if  there  was  any  China 
to  mend  \  and  that  he  heard  fomebody  anfwer,  No  ; 
but  did  not  fee  who  it  was  ;  that  his  Wife  made  an 
Entry  in  his  Book  that  he  worked  for  Dr.  Harring- 
ton that  Day  ;  but  being  afked  for  that  Book,  had 
forgot  to  bring  it  with  him  ;  that  the  laft  Time  he 
faw  her  was  in  the  Cart,  going  to  Juftice  Tyjb- 
mahr's ;  he  mentioned  her  Drefs  to  be  a  darkifh  yellow 
Gown,  with  a  red  Cloak ;  that  fhe  did  not  appear  a 
very  ftrong  Woman ;  and  that  he  afterwards  faw  her 
in  Newgate. 

37.  Sarah  Vass,  Wife  of  Daniel  Vafs  (31) 
faid  fhe  faw  the  old  Gipfey  on  the  10th  or  nth, 
near  Loomworth  Danes  Wall ;  that  Squires  offered  to 
tell  her  her  Fortune,  but  fhe  refufed  it ;  Mr.  Parfons*  s 
going  to  London  alfo  helped  this  Witnefs  to  deter- 
mine the  Time  of  feeing  the  old  W oman— She  fur- 
ther faid,  that  Mary  Squires  came  to  her  Houfe  the 
Day  before  fhe  was  taken  up,  and  afked  for  a  Pipe 
of  Tobacco,  which  fhe  gave  her ;  that  fhe  being 
drinking  Tea,  the  old  Woman  afk'd  for  a  Difh,  and 
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that  fhe  gave  her  two  ;  that  (he  converted  with  her 
about  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  law  her  afterwards  in 
Newgate >  and  is  lure  fhe  is  the  fame  Woman. 

38.  Gladman,  faid  he  lived  about  a 
Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  Mother  Weltis  Houfe  ;  that 
he  had  never  feen  Natus,  or  his  Wife,  nor  Squires's 
Son  or  Daughter ;  but  that  he  had  feen  the  old 
Woman,  that  fhe  was  drefled  in  a  black  Hat,  a  little 
red  Cloak,  and  a  brick-coloured  Gown. — Uncertain 
in  Point  of  Time. 

39.  Anne  Johnson,  depofed  to  her  having  liv'd 
at  Enfield  feven  and  twenty  Years,  and  that  fhe  got 
her  living  by  Spinning  ;  fhe  fwore  pofitively  to  feeing 
Mary  Squires  on  the  18th  of  January^  and  gave  as 
a  Reafon  for  her  remembring  the  Time,  that  fhe 
fpun  for  one  Mr.  Smitheram,  to  whofe  Houfe  fhe 
carried  Home  the  firft  Work  (he  had  done  that 
New  Tear  two  Days  before,  being  the  16th.  Being 
asked  how  fhe  was  fure  it  was  the  16th  that  fhe 
carried  her  Work  Home,  faid,  becaufe  he  fet  it 
down  in  his  Book:  She  owned  indeed  that  fhe 
could  not  read,  but  ftill  infifted  the  16th  was  the 
Day. — That  the  faid  Squires  asked  her  for  fome 
China  or  Delft  to  mend,  alfo  for  fome  Vi&uals,  but 
that  fhe  gave  her  none ;  that  fhe  faw  her  three 
times  afterward  within  the  Space  of  ten  or  twelve 
Days  ;  that  fhe  went  to  Newgate  after  the  Trial, 
and  immediately  knew  her  to  be  the  fame  Perfon ; 
that  when  fhe  firft  faw  her  fhe  had  on  two  Cloaks, 
and  a  Gown  of  a  very  particular  Colour. 

Thomas  Smitheram  and  his  Daughter  were 
then  called  to  confront  the  foregoing  Witnefs,  as  to 
the  Time  of  her  bringing  Home  her  Work  j  the 
Book  in  Queftion  was  produced  by  them,  from 
whence  it  clearly  appeared  that  Anne  John/on  did  not 
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carry  her  Work  Home  till  the  23d,  and  confequently 
did  not  fee  the  old  Gipfey  till  the  25th. 

40.  Grace  Kirby,  the  Wife  of  Jofeph  Kirby, 
Labourer,  of  Enfield,  depos'd,  that  a  little  after 
Chrijlmas  was  Twelvemonth,  about  a  Fortnight  be- 
fore Wells  and  Squires  were  taken  up,  the  latter 
came  to  her  Door ;  that  fhe  remembred  the  Time, 
it  being  the  Time  of  her  removing  into  a  new  Houfe  ; 
that  fhe  afterwards  faw  her  in  Newgate,  and  believes 
her  to  be  the  fame  Perfon. —  On  her  Crofs  Exami- 
nation could  not  be  pofitive  whether  it  was  more 
than  eight  Days  before  Squires  was  apprehended. 

41.  Wise  Basset,  Wife  of  John  Bafjet,  faid 
fhe  was  a  Mantua-maker,  and  liv'd  at  Enfield,  that 
fhe  knew  Mary  Squires  very  well,  and  that  fhe  faw 
her  on  the  21ft  or  2 2d  of  January,  that  it  was  on  a 
Monday, fhe  gave  her  aPenny  to  tell  her  Fortune  ; 
fhe  alfo  gave  her  a  Difti  of  Tea,  but  never  faw  her 
afterwards  till  in  Newgate^  when  fhe  told  her  the 
Time  of  her  having  feen  her,  and  that  Squires  re- 
plied, You  may  have  feen  me,  hut  that  was  not  the 
right  Ti?ne ; — being  ask'd  how  fhe  came  fo  particu- 
larly to  remember  the  Day,  her  Anfvver  was,  becaufc 
on  the  Monday  was  Month  before  Jhe  had  killed  a  Pig. 

42.  James  Pratt,  faid  he  was  a  Servant  to 
Farmer  Smith  *,  at  whofe  Cow-houfe  he  faw  Mary 
Squires  fome  fhort  Time  before  Old  Chrijlmas ;  was 
not  pofitive  to  the  Day  of  the  Month,  but  that  fhe 
ftaid  there  three  Days,  and  left  it  on  a  Sunday;  that 
there  were  Men,  Women,  and  Children  in  the  Com- 
pany ;  that  the  old  Woman  complained  to  him  of 
having  loft  a  Horfe,  which  fhe  faid  had  a  Clog  on, 
and  her  Name  on  it,  and  charged  him  with  Healing 
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it ;  he  infifted  ftie  was  the  fame  Perfon  he  faw  in 
Court,  for  that  he  was  with  her  in  Newgate  :  He 
fixed  the  Time  by  faying  that  a  few  Days  after  that 
Chri/imas  he  went  into  a  new  Houfe. 

43.  Margaret  Richardson,  depofed  that 
jdie  faw  the  old  Gipfey  feveral  Times  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  Month  of  January,  particularly  on 
Old  Cbrijlmas-day,  which  ftie  remembered  by  her 
Hufband's  coming  from  his  Work  to  Breakfaft,  and 
remaining  at  Home  all  Day  ;  that  (he  was  very  cer- 
tain to  her  being  the  fame  Perfon,  and  that  they  had 
a  very  fierce  Dog  belonging  to  them,that  would  have 
tore  Squires,  had  not  her  Hufband  prevented  it. 

44.  George  Clements,  faid  he  was  Servant  to 
Mr.  Starr,  and  had  lived  near  Wells's  Houfe  a  Year 
and  a  Quarter  ;  that  he  faw  Mary  Squires  about  a  Fort- 
night before  fhe  and  Wells  were  taken  up  ;  that  fhe 
wanted  to  tell  his  Miftrefs  her  Fortune ;  that  his 
.Miftrefs  gave  her  fome  Hogs  Puddings,  and  that  he 
faw  her  again  fome  Days  after  at  Enfield, — On  his 
Crofs-examination  he  acknowledged,  that  he  ufed 
to  water  his  Matter's  Horfes  every  Morning  and 
Evening  in  January,  at  the  Pond  by  the  JEnd  of 
Wellss  Houfe,  and  direftly  under  the  Window  out 
of  which  Canning  faid  fhe  difccvered  the  Hertford 
Stage-coach  ;  that  this  Pond  being  frozen  in  fome 
Part  of  that  Month,  he  was  forced  to  break  the  Ice 
on  one  Side,  in  order  to  water  his  Horfes^  and  that, 
on  the  other  Side,  he  himfelf  ufed  frequently  to  Aide, 
and  that  he  faw  other  Boys  Aiding  almoft  daily  for 
feveral  Dup. 

45.  ,  a  Woman,  faid  her  Hufband  was 

a  Gardiner,  and  that  fhe  faw  Mary  Squires  on  a  par- 
ticular D.\y  in  January,  1 753>  in  a  Place  called 
Tr otis-walk ;  and  afterwards  in  Newgate,  and  is  certain 
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to  her  being  the  very  fame  Perfon/ — Being  afk'd  ho^ 
fhe  remembered  the  exact  Time,  her  Reply  was, 
that  flie  was  fure  of  it,  becaufe  fhe  knew  the  Day  of 
the  Week,  and  had  looked  into  her  Almanack  for 
the  Day  of  the  Month  ;  having  an  Almanack  (hewn 
to  her,  and  a  Day  in  the  Month  of  December  pointed 
out  to  her,  fhe  was  defired  to  tell  what  Day  of  the 
Week  that  happened  on ;  but  after  puzzling  for  a 
good  while,  fhe  at  laft  acknowledged,  foe  did  not 
know.  The  Council  for  the  Defence  then  endea- 
voured to  fet  her  right,  by  pointing  to  the  Month  of 
September^  and  asking  her  which  was  the  firft  Sunday 
In  that  Month  :  This  Queftion  alfo  puzzled  her  for 
fome  Time,  and  at  laft  fhe  pitched  upon  the  feventh 
Day,  which  chanced  to  be  on  a  Friday  :  The  Court 
fmiling  at  her  Ignorance,  fhe  cried  out,  Why  is  not 
Sunday  the  yth  Day? — She  would  have  excufed  her 
Want  of  Knowledge,  by  obferving,  that  the  Alma- 
nack {hewn  to  her  differed  from  what  fhe  had,  her's 
being  a  Sheet- almanack ;  however,  that  produced, 
happened  to  be  of  the  very  fame  Sort,  only  cut  into 
Leaves. 

46.  Elizabeth  Sherrard,  faid  fhe  lived  at 
Ponders-Endy  and  fvvore  that  {lie  law  the  old  Gipfey 
on  Wednefday,  Thurfday^  Friday  and  Saturday  before 
Chrijlmas ;  that  Mrs.  Wells  told  her  {he  had  got  fome 
new  Lodgers,  and  asked  her  to  come  and  fee  her  ; 
alfo  that  Mrs.  Wells  was  very  kind  to  her,  and  gave 
her  a  Penny  for  her  Cbrijimas-box. — Being  on  her 
Crofs  Examination  afk'd  what  Chrijlmas  fhe  meant, 
whether  New  or  O/ri,  fhe  could  not  tell  \  nor  did 
fhe  know  in  what  Month  Chri/lmas  happened,  nor 
even  whether  it  was  in  Winter  or  Summer  ;  yet  fhe 
faid  fhe  went  to  Church  on  New  Chri/hnas-day^  and 
at  laft  recolleded  that  it  was  on  a  Monday  or  Tmf- 
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day. — In  fiiort,  through  the  Whole  of  her  Depofition 
fhe  betrayed  a  nioft  ftupid  Ignorance. 

47.  John  Ward,  depofed,  that  having  had  fome 
former  Knowledge  of  Wells,  and  feeing  her  Name  in 
the  News- papers,  he  went  to  fee  her  in  ClerkenwelU 
bridewell,  foon  after  {he  was  taken  up,  and  carried  a 
Friend  with  him  :  That  upon  feeing  her,  he  told  her 
he  had  read  her  Name  in  the  News-papers,  asked  her, 
how  (he  could  be  fo  barbarous  to  keep  the  Girl  for 
a  Fortnight  ? — To  which  Wells  anfwered,  (he  was 
there  twenty-eight  Days :  That  he  asked  her  no 
further  QuefHons  about  the  Matter,  nor  did  he  de- 
lire  any  Explanation  of  what  {he  had  faid. 

48.  Richard  Jones,  faid  he  was  the  Perfon 
who  went  with  the  foregoing  Deponent  to  fee 
Mother  Wells  in  Clerkenwell-bridewell  ;  that  he  was 
prefent  at  this  Converfation ;  and  in  general  con- 
firm'd  what  Mr.  Ward  had  before  faid  ;  only  he  hap- 
pened to  deny  there  was  a  Word  mentioned  .about 
.News-papers,  which  the  other  had  pofkively  af- 
ferted. 

4g.  Nathaniel  Cramphorn,  depofed,  that 
on  the  21ft  of  laft  April  Judith  Natus  came  to  his 
Houfe,  and  that  he  ask'd  her,  How  jhe  could  have 
the  Conference  to  deny  Canning's  being  at  Mother  Wells's 
when  fye  lodged  there  ?  To  which  Natus  anfwered, 
*'  Indeed  I  can't  fay  but  flie  was  there." 

50.  Elizabeth  Cramfhorn,  Wife  of  the 
preceding  Deponent,  confirmed  her  Hufband's  Tefti- 
mony,  but  with  this  Difference,  that  Judith  Natus's 
Anfwer  was,  "  Indeed  I  can't  fay  flie  was  not 
"  there." 

5r.  John  Jackson,  depos'd,  that  he  was  prefent 
"when  a  Wager  was  laid  between  Fortune  Natus  and 
one  Arthur  Newit>  that  the  former  had  lain  the  whole 

Time 
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Time  he  pretended  at  Mother  /^///s,and  that  Natus 
admitted  he  had  loft,  having  been  abfent  one  Night. 
■  Here  the  Court  adjourned  till  next  Morning. 

Tuejday  Morning,  May  7. 

52.  Daniel  Stevens  was  called,  who  depofed 
that  he  was  a  Publican,  and  lived  in  New-Prifon- 
Walk)  Clerkenwell  ;  that  he,  with  two  or  three  more 
Perfons,  went  to  fee  Mary  Squires  in  New  Prifon, 
foon  after  her  Commitment  there ;  that  talking  with 
her  about  this  Affair,  Squires  complained  fome  People 
had  been  buffeting  her  about,  becaufe  Jhe  would  not 
anfwer  ^uejlions ;  that  thereupon  this  Deponent 
called  for  a  Bottle  of  Wine  to  treat  the  old  Woman, 
who  then  declared,  As  God  is  my  Saviour,  I  am  as 
innocent  of  cutting  the  Girl's  Stays  off,  as  the  Child 
unborn. — He  alfo  fwore  that  the  old  Woman  owned 
her  having  been  at  Wells's  a  Fortnight  and  three  Days, 
and  that  Jhe  believed  the  Girl  was  there  ; — afterwards, 
that  fhe  absolutely  confejfed  that  the  Girl  was  there — 
then  that  fhe  faid,  Sure  enough,  I  believe  the  Girl 
was  there  \  and  again,  that  the  Gipfey  told  him,  She 
was  pofitive,  and  almojl  fure  of  it.  In  fhort,  he  gave 
a  very  confufed  Account  of  this  fimple  Declaration 
of  the  Gipfey,  if  fhe  did  fay  any  fuch  Thing ;  nor 
was  it  lefs  extraordinary,  that  he  should  never  have 
mentioned  this  Transaction  till  within  thefe  three 
Months  lalt  paft. 

53.  Joseph  Haines,  54.  Daniel  Chapman, 
and  55.  Thomas  Green,  were  called  to  impeach 
the  Characters  of  Fortune  Natus  and  his  Wife  ;  they 
all  faid  they  lived  at  Ware*,  and  indeed  they  feemed 
refolved  to  fpeak  to  the  Purpofe  ;  they  agreed  he 
was  a  very  fad  fellow,  that  his  Wife  was  as  bad  as 
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be,  and  that  neither  of  them  deferved  to  be  credited 
upon  Oath  :  One  of  thefe  Gentlemen  particularly 
faid,  that  he  believed  Natus  fo  naturally  inclin'd  to 
lying  and  Perjury,  that  a  Shilling  would  at  any  Time 
buy  his  Oath,  even  in  a  Court  of  Juftice ;  nay5 
that  if  he  could  not  get  a  Shilling  for  fwearing  falfely, 
lie  believed  he  would  be  ready  enough  to  perjure 
himfelf  even  for  the  Hopes  of  one.- — This  Gentle- 
man was  asfk'd  whether  he  had  ever  known  Natus  or 
his  Wife  give  their  Teftimony  in  a  Court  before  ; 
to  which  he  replied,  that  he  had  not,  nor  could  he 
give  any  very  particular  Reafon  for  the  bad  Opinion 
he  had  of  him, — The  Court  let  this  Evidence  know 
they  were  far  from  being  pleated  with  him,  for  that 
Affertions  in  Point  of  Charafter  ought  to  have  fome 
very  fubftantial  Support. — Thefe  WitnefTes  all  own'd 
they  had  not  known  Natus  for  four  Years  lait  pail. 

56.  William  Metcalf,  faid  he  was  a 
Plumber,  a  Painter,  and  Glazier,  ?X  Enfield.— In 
order  to  contradift  what  Ezra  Whiffin  *  had  fworn 
concerning  the  fetching  of  the  Sign- irons  out  of 
Wells's  Workfhop  on  the  18  th,  he  depofed,  that  on 
the  nineteenth  Day  01  January  he  carried  a  Sign  Home 
to  Whiffin9 sy  and  at  the  fame  Time  advifed  him  to 
buy  the  Irons  of  Mother  Wells  ;  that  eight  or  tert 
Days  afterwards  he  faw  Whiffin,  who  told  him  he 
had  not  then  got  them,  but  he  would  go  and  buy 
them  ;  in  fupport  of  this  he  produced  a  Memoran- 
dum-book, wherein  was  an  Entry  of  the  Delivery  of 
the  Sign  on  the  8th  of  January :  But  then  he  infifted 
that  he  kept  his  Books  by  the  Old  Style,  and  confe- 
quently>  that  the  8th  Day  was  the  19th  :  Being 
asked  how  he  came  to  date  by  the  Old  Style,  his 

Anfwer 
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Anfwer  was,  float  he  was  no  great  Scholar \  and  there- 
fore he  reckoned  the  Stile  by  his  Clock. 

57.  John  Marshal  appeared  to  Elizabeth  Can^ 
ning^s  Chara£ter :  Upon  which  the  Council  for  the 
Crown  faid,  he  was  dire£ted  to  inform  the  Jury 
from  the  Profecutor%  that  he  had  nothing  to  object 
to  her  previous  to  this  Fact* 

Here  ended  the  Defence  \  when  Mr.  Davy  fpoke 
in  Reply  upwards  of  three  Hours  and  an  Half ;  in 
which  he  recapitulated  the  whole  Evidence  that  had 
been  offered  in  favour  of  the  Defendant ;  and  as 
fome  Objections  had  been  made  to  the  Characters 
of  Whiffin  and  Fortune  Natus,  he  called  the  follow* 
ing  Witnefles  to  fupport  them. 

 Bell,.  Matter  of  the  Four  Swans  zX.  IVal- 

tham-Crofs,  who  depofed,  That  he  took  Fortune 
Natus  into  his  Service  about  fifteen  Months  ago,  at 
Six-pence  a  Day  :  That  he  had  continued  to  em- 
ploy him  ever  fince ;  and  he  approved  his  Behaviour 
fo  well,  that  he  had  raifed  his  Wages  from  Six- pence 
a  Day  to  feven  Shillings  and  Six-pence  a  Week. 
He  alfj  faid,  That  he  thought  him  as  honeft  and 
induftrious  a  Man  as  lives  in  the  World  ;  and  that 
he  did  not  believe  he  would  be  prevailed  on  to  do 
an  ill  Thing  on  any  Account  :  That  during  the 
whole  Time  of  Fortune's  having  lived  with  him,  he 
had  never  once  caught  him  in  a  Lie  ;  nor  ever 
found  him  negligent  in  his  Bufinefs :  That  he  had 
eight  Servants,  and  wifhed  he  had  any  one  among 
them  equal  to  Natus.  He  added,  That  he  would 
have  taken  him  into  his  Houfe  long  ago,  but  on 
Account  of  his  Wife  Judith^  who  is  inclined  to  Li- 
quor 1 
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quor ;  and  when  {he  has  got  too  much  is  apt  to  be 

diforderly  and  troublefome. 

Mr.  Bell  fpoke  likewife  to  the  Character  of 
Whiffin  '9  which  was  alfo  further  eftablifhed  by  the 
Teftimonies  of  two  other  Perfons,  Mr.  Smart  and 
Mr.  Ibbot'9  and  feveral  more  attended  to  the  fame 
Purpofe.  But  after  examining  thefe,  the  Defen- 
dant's  Council  admitted  him  to  have  a  very  good 
Chara£ler  ;  whereby  the  Trouble  of  examining  more 
WitnefTes  was  prevented. 

I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  before  the  Defence 
was  clofed,  it  was  moved  by  the  Council  on  that 
Side,  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  examine  fome 
additional  Witnefles  that  were  not  in  the  Lifts  al- 
ready delivered ;  though  this  was  inconliftent  with 
the  Agreement  before  entered  into  *.  It  was  not 
objected  to  on  the  Part  uf  the  Profecution  any  fur- 
ther, than  by  urging,  that  they  fhould  alfo  expe£fc 
the  fame  Liberty  to  be  granted  to  them :  But  the 
Court  would  by  no  Means  be  prevailed  on  to  con- 
fent ;  obferving,  that  in  Confequence  of  fuch  a  Per- 
miffion  to  examine  Evidence  as  they  might  be  occa- 
fionally  recruited,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  deter- 
mine when  they  fhould  come  to  a  Conclufion. 

The  Evidence  on  both  Sides  being  finifhed,  the 
Recorder  began  to  fum  it  up ;  but,  being  fatigued 
with  the  extreme  Length  of  it,  Mr.  Baron  Lsgge 
took  his  Notes,  and  went  quite  through  them.  It 
was  paft  Twelve  o'Clock  when  the  Jury  retired  \ 
who  after  continuing  out  for  about  two  Hours, 
brought  in.  That  the  Defendant  was  guilty  of  Per- 

jury, 
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jury,  but  not  wilful  or  corrupt.  Being  told  by  the 
Court, that  this  was  noVerdifl^  they  went  out  again; 
and  in  about  half  an  Hour  brought  her  in  Guilty, 
and  recommended  her  to  Mercy. 

Towards  the  Evening  of  this  Day  the  Mob  be- 
gan to  grow  very  outrageous,  threatning  Deftru&ion 
to  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne ;  infomuch  that  he  was  advifed 
by  his  Friends  to  retire  about  Seven  o'Clock  in  the 
Evening  ;  which  he  accordingly  complied  with. 

The  Jury  having  reported  their  final  Verdi£i,  it 
was  moved  by  the  Council  for  the  Profecutioa,  that 
Elizabeth  Canning  fhould  be  committed  to  the  Cus- 
tody of  the  Keeper  of  'Newgate.  This  met  with 
fome  Oppofition  from  the  Defendant's  Council,  who 
would  have  had  her  continued  upon  Bail  till  after 
Judgment :  The  Court  thought  fit  (lie  fhould  be 
committed  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  gave  Leave  that 
fhe  lhould  be  indulged  with  having  a  Friend  or  two 
always  with  her. — Thefe  Matters  being  thus  fettled, 
and  there  remaining  feveral  other  Prifoners  upon  the 
Calendar  to  be  yet  tried,  the  Court  adjourned  to  the 
following  Monday. 

You  have  now,  Sir,  before  you  the  Purport  of  the 
whole  Evidence,  and  an  Account  of  all  the  moft 
remarkable  Occurrences  that  have  appeared  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  extraordinary  Trial ;  in  my  Relation 
of  which  I  am  not  confcious  of  having  intentionally 
omitted  or  mifreprefented  any  material  Circumftance 
offered  in  Favour  of  Canning,  or  of  having  exag- 
gerated, or  unjuftly  ftated  any  Part  of  the  Evidence 
againft  her. — The  Whole,  I  am  perfwaded,  will  be 
found  to  correfpond,  in  Subftance,  with  the  autho- 
rized Trial,  whenever  it  is  publiftied.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  been  prefent  during  the  whole  Time;  for 

which 
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Which  Reafon  it  is  poffible  I  may  have  been  miftaken 
in  the  Arrangement  of  meWitnefles;  Tome  indeed  I 
have  purpofely  placed  in  a  different  Order  from  what 
they  were  called  in,  that  the  Evidence  might  ftand  the 
beUcr  ~(  nne£led  :  From  my  being  obliged  to  depend 
on  the  Communications  of  fome  Friends  (of  whofe 
Veracity  I  cannot  entertain  the  lea  ft  Doubt)  for  fome 
of  thefe  Depofitions ;  there  is  a  Diverlity  in  the 
Manner  of  relating  them,  which  cannot  but  be  ob- 
vious to  you.  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
fatisfy  your  impatient  Curiolity,  but  in  no  wife  at  the 
Expence  of  Truth,  which  I  am  aflurcd  can  never 
recommend  to  your  Efteem  one  who  always  defires 
to  be  efteemed 


^9^1754^         ^mr  fmcere  tumble  Servant* 
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LETTER  XV. 

YOU  were  not  miftaken,  Dear  Sir,  in  your 
Apprehenfion,  that  this  Trial  would  not  give 
that  general  Satisfa6tion,  nor  furnifii  that  uriiyerfal 
Convidtion  that  might  be  expe£ted  from  it  :  Thofe 
who  have  particularly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by 
their  infuperable  Attachment  to  the  Intereft  of 
Cannings  are  abundantly  induftrious  in  fupplying 
Matter  to  feed  the  Doubts  of  fuch,  as  have  all  along 
affe£ted  to  doubt,  by  propagating  numberlefs  Infi- 
nuations,  many  of  them  as  indecent  as  they  are  fal- 
lacious ;  almoft  every  Day  has  afforded  a  new  Pub- 
lication in  Favour  of  the  Girl  fince  her  ConvitSHon, 
and  each  Publication,  for  the  moft  Part,  goes  through 
two  or  three  Editions ;  perhaps  firft  by  a  private 
Diftribution,  next  in  an  Evening  Paper,  and  then 
to  their  ftaunch  Friend  the  Gazetteer :  In  (hart,  it 
is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether  the  refpe&ive  Au- 
thors are  more  fedulous  in  writing,  than  their  Em- 
ployers are  afliduous  in  difperfing  their  Productions. 
-—But  of  thefe  more  hereafter :  Let  me  at  prefent 
advert  to  my  Promife  of  fending  you  fuch  Obferva- 
tions  as  have  been  made  on  the  Evidence  given  at 
the  Trial,  by  thofe  who  are  perfectly  neutral  in 
this  Affair. 

Let  it  be  remembred,  that  among  may  other 
Alignments  of  Perjury,  Canning  was  particularly 
charged  with  having  (on  the  Trial  of  Mary  Squires) 
fa}fely>  wilfully^  and  corruptly  fworn,  that  fhe  was 

robbed 
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robbed  of  a  Pair  of  Stays  by  Mary  Squires,' — that 
this  Robbery  was  commited  in  the  House  of  Susanna 
Wells,  and  that  fhe  had  been  confined  in  a  parti- 
cular Roo?n  in  the  faid  Houfe  for  the  Space  of 
twenty-eight  Days,  having  nothing  tofubfift  on 
during  that  Space  of  Time,  but  a  certain  Quantity 
of  Bread  and  Water. — Nor  muft  it  be  forgot, 
that  thefe  Fa£ls  fhe  had  fworn  to  feverally  and  fepa- 
rately  ;  firft  before  Alderman  Chitty  *,  then  before 
Mr.  Fielding  f,  and  laftly,   before  the  Court  at  the 

Old  Bailey  X-  This  is  mentioned  only  becaufe 

the  Incongruity  of  her  feparate  Teftimonies  on  the 
fameOccanon  was  ftrongly  infifted  on,  in  Confirma- 
tion of  the  Charge  brought  againft  her  but  of  this 
enough  has  been  faid  already  ||  :  Proceed  we  there- 
fore to  enquire  how  far  this  Accufation  was  made 
good  by  the  Evidence  offered  in  Support  of  it,  or 
whether  any  Part  of  its  Weight  was  counterbalance 
or  extenuated  by  any  Thing  that  was  urged  in  Behalf 
of  the  Defendant. 

Upon  the  firft  Rumour  that  frefh  Proofs  were 
arrived  from  Abbot/bury^  confirming  the  Defence  that 
Mary  Squires  had  fet  up  on  her  then  late  Trial  §, 
Mr.  Fielding  not  only  declared  it  as  his  firm  Belief 
that  her  Pretence  to  an  Alibi  was  falfe ;  but  alfo 
objected  to  its  Credibility,  that  it  was  a  Falfehood 
very  eafy  to  be  practiced,  &c.  ;  from  him  this  Ar- 
gument has  been,  and  ftill  is  frequently  repeated,  as 
a  fufficient  Reafon  for  rejecting  every  Thing  that  has 
been  fworn  in  Relation  to  theGipfey's  being  in  Dor* 
fet/hire :  But  furely  this  Way  of  Reafoning,  if  it 
proves  any  Thing,  proves  abundantly  too  much  ; 

for 
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for  what  other  Defence  could  the  fufpectcd  Criminal 
under  fuch  Circumftances  have  employed  ?  Suppofe 
there  were  to  be  found  two  Perfons  hard-mouthed 
enough  to  fwear  pofitively,  that  even  his  Worfhip 
had  committed  a  Robbery  on  a  certain  Day,  at  a 
certain  Place  ;  (excufe  the  Suggeftion  ;  but  No-body 
is  abfolutely  exempt  from  being  accufed)  What 
Means  would  he  purfue,  effectually  to  exculpate 
himfelf  of  that  Accufation,  unlefs  by  rnanifeiting 
the  Impojfibility  of  his  Guilt,  which  could  only  be 
done  by  making  i£  appear  that  he  was  diftant  from 
the  Place  at  the  Time  when,  and  where,  the  Offence 
is  laid  to  have  been  committed — A  fimilarlnftan.ee 
fell  fome  Years  ago  within  my  own  Knowledge, 
when  a  Gentleman  who  then  was,  and  now  is,  an 
eminent  Citizen  of  London,   was  charged  with  a 
Crime  of  this  Sort,  and  pofitively  fwore  to ;  nay, 
was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  Trial  at  the  Afiizes  in  a 
neighbouring  County :  His  Accufer,  I  think,  was  a 
Clergyman,  and  though  the  Character  of  the  Ac* 
cufed  was  as  irreproachable  as  any  Gentleman's  in 
London,  nothing  but  the  cleareft  Proofs  of  his  being 
elfewhere  could  have  hindered  his  Conviction,  nay, 

very  probably,  could  have  faved  his  Life.  The 

Refpedt  owing  to  Characters  muft  always  fubmit  to 
the  Reverence  due  to  Oaths  ;  and  if  the  Oath  fhould 
be  founded  on  a  Falfehood,  the  Confequences  are 
equally  grievous  to  the  Sufferer,  whether  his  Suf- 
ferings are  occafioned  by  the  Rajhnefs  or  Corruptnefs 
of  the  Swearer, 

But  to  return  from  this  Digreffion 5  the  Beginning 
of  this  Trial,  you  may  obferve,  was  employed  in 
confirming  the  Alibi  of  Mary  Squires  ;  to  this  Pur- 
pofe  near  forty  Perfons  were  examined,  who,  not- 
withftanding  the  Remotenefs  of  their  Habitations, 

their 
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their  having  no  Knowledge  of  or  Connexion  with 
each  other,  amazingly  concurred  in  a  Manner  that 
only  Truth  could  dictate ;  you  fee,  they  trace  her 
Progrefs  from  South  Perrot  on  the  29th  of  December 
1752,  to  Bafmgjioke  on  the  18th  of  January  1753* 
Step  by  Step,  and  Day  by  Day  5  where  one  leaves  her, 
the  other  takes  her  up ;  and  they  circumftantiate  the 
Times  of  feeing  her,  by  Proofs,  that  cannot  err ;  their 
Affirmations  are  fupported  by  the  Books  of  the  Excife- 
Office^  from  the  Po/l-Office,  and  other  Evidences,  that 
could  not  be  counterfeited  or  miftaken.— ~*They  not 
only  fwear  to  the  Perfon  of  the  Old  Woman,  but  alfo 
to  her  Son  and  Daughter,  her  Companions  in  this  long 
Journey  \  they  do  not  fpeak  merely  to  feeing  them 
tranfiently,  but  from  having  familiarly  converfed 
with  them  $  and  that  not  only  once  but  often ;  fome 
of  them  declare  a  Knowledge  of  the  Mother  for 
thirty  Years  back;  and  many  of  them  to  their  hav- 
ing been  before  acquainted  with  the  Son ;  no  At- 
tempt was  made  to  impeach  the  Characters  of  thefe 
Witnefles,  indeed  they  were  above  Sufpicion. 

I  cannot  omit  taking  Notice  of  one  Circumftance 
that  greatly  corroborates  the  Reality  of  their  being 
at  Abbotjlury  ;  look  back  to  the  Evidence  given  by 
John  Gibbon^  on  the  Trial  of  Mary  Squires ;  and 
you  will  find,  that  he  then  particularized  the 
Time  of  his  feeing  the  Gipfey,  by  one  Andreiv 
IVick,  or  Wicks^  an  Excifeman  coming  to  his 
Houfe  ;  it  was  impoffible  [that  he  could,  at  that 
Time,  imagine  this  Affair  would  have  ever  under- 
gone a  fecond  Enquiry:  This  Excifeman  has  appeared, 
and  not  only  confirmed  what  Gibbon  had  before 
depofed,  but  alfo  proved  the  Refidence  of  the  Old 

Wo. 

*  See  Page  30. 


C  239  ] 

Woman,  her  Son  and  Daughter  at  Abbot/bury,  du- 
ring the  Time  fpecified,  by  a  Variety  of  uncontra- 
dicTionable  Incidents  f.  To  this  may  be  added, 
that  the  Pretence  of  Squires  and  her  Family,  being 
in  Dorfetflrire,  could  not  be  a  concerted  Scheme  ; 
feeing  it  appeared  in  the  Courfe  of  Mr.  White's  * 
Teftimony,  that  George  declared  their  having  been 
there  when  this  Robbery  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
committed  ;  even  before  he  had  any  Sufpicion  of 
his  Mother's  being  affe&ed  by  it,  before  the  Girl 
was  brought  to  Wells's  Houfe. 

The  principal  Objection,  that  has  been  made  to 
the  Credit  of  this  Part  of  the  Evidence,  is  founded 
upon  the  remarkable  Ignorance  of  George  Squires, 
in  regard  to  what  Places  they  had  been  at  antece- 
dent to  their  Arrival  at  Abbot/bury  ||  :  This  has  af- 
forded no  fmall  Triumph  to  the  Friends  of  Canning, 
they  printed  his  Depofition,  and  difperfed  it  with 
their  ufual  Induftry :  And  yet  perhaps  this  Difficulty 
may  not  be  irreconcileable  to  a  candid  Comprehen- 
fion.' — George  Squires  is  faid  to  have  formerly  tra- 
velled the  Country,  with  a  Hawker's  and  Pedlar's 
Licence,  and  dealt  in  Muflins,  Handkerchiefs, 
Checks,  &£•  Not  being  then  able  to  afford  the 
Expence,  he  fet  out  about  Michaehnas  1752,  with 
his  Mother  and  his  Sifter  Lucy,  without  any  Li- 
cence ;  whereby  being  liable  to  be  punifhed,  as  well 
for  hawking  without  a  proper  Authority,  as  for 
travelling!;  the  Country  as  a  Gipfey,  it  was  necefTary 
he  fhould  avoid  as  much  as  poffible  going  into  any 
Market-Town  or  Corporation:  By-Roads  and  fmall 
;  Villages  beft  fuited  his  prefent  Circumftances,  and 
I  gave  him  a  better  Opportunity  of  felling  his  little 

Stock ; 
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Stock ;  and,  as  it  was  indifferent  to  him  who  were 
the  Purchafers,  or  where  his  Goods  were  fold,  he 
might  not  trouble  his  Head  about  the  Names  of  ei- 
ther Places  or  Perfons ; — To  this  may  be  added,  his 
natural  Stupidity,  and  extreme  Ignorance,  both  which 
are  very  confpicuous  ;  and  which,  fuppofing  him  to 
have  been  more  inquifitive,  might  have  prevented 
his  Recolle&ion  of  every  Particular. 

It  is  not  impoffible,  that,  but  for  the  extraordi- 
nary Occafion  that  muft  have  imprinted  it  in  his 
Mind,  hfe  Memory  might  have  been  as  defe£live 
in  the  Circumftances  of  his  Return  from,  as  of  his 
Journey  into  Dorjetjhire  \  but  it  was  not  more  than 
ten  Days  after  his  Arrival  at  WelWsy  that  he  was 
obliged  to  travel  the  fame  Road  over  again,  to  fetch 
Witnefles,  to  fave  his  Mother's  Life  ;  with  thefe  he 
returned  to  London ;  fince  when  he  accompanied 
Mr.  Willis^  of  Dorchejler,  to  the  feveral  Places 
where  they  had  before  flopped,  and  converfed  with 
the  People  who  had  before  feen  them  all  together  ; 
by  which  Means,  every  Occurrence,  that  had  before 
happened,  was  recalled  to  his  Remembrance. 

His  ready  Compliance  to  go  with  Mr.  Willis  to  the 
Perfons  and  Places  where  he  had  declared  they  had 
flopped  in  theirjourney  to  London^  may  not  improperly 
be  confidered  as  a  further  Proof  of  the  Sincerity  of  his 
firft  Relation  ;  for  had  his  Account  of  that  Journey 
been  falfe,he  muft  have  been  confcious,  that  the  Falfe- 
hood  would  have  been  immediately  difcovered  ;  in 
that  Cafe,  the  firfl  floufe,  he  had  before  pretended 
to  have  called  at,  would  have  furnifhed  Circum- 
ftances of  his  Guilt the  People  v/ould  have  faid, 
they  had  never  feen  him  before  ;  it  would  have  been 
the  fame  at  the  fecond  Houfe,  and  fo  on  invariably 
through  the  whole  Journey,  whereby  his  own  Tale  ; 

would 


would  have  flood  unfupported  ;  and  would  have  been 
circuniftantially  contradicted,-  by  all  thofe  Witnefles, 
who  have  fince  confirmed  it.— r-Had  this  been  a  con- 
certed Scheme  of  Evidence,  it  muft  have'' been  previous 
to  his  . Mother's  Trial,  and  to  whatPurpofe  fhould  he 
then  contrive  it  ;  no  Ufe  could  be  made  of  Tefti- 
monies  that  did  not  appear  on  that  Occafion  ;  nor 
could  he  expert  that  his  Mother  would  be  convicted, 
or  that  the  Affair  would  undergo  a  fecond  Exami- 
nation.; wherefore  this  Set  of  Evidence  (admitting 
it  poffible)  muft  be  ufelefs  and  abfurd.— The  Cafe 
was  otherwife,  at  every  Houfe  he  called  the  Inhabi- 
tants remembered  him  again,  and  confirmed  his 
Teftimonyv— How  fortunate  muft  this  Man  have 
been  .(if  -  fbrfworn)  to  be  able  to  find  two  whole 

■  Pari  flies,  wherei  n  the;  People  i  n  general  were  willing, 
to  perjure  themfelves  for -his  Service  ;  nor  was  he 

Uefs.  lucky  in  the  Choice  of  a  Road,  upwards  of  a 
hundred  Miles  in  Length,  in  which  he  could  be  af- 
fured  of  meeting  with  one  whole  Family  at  a  Di- 

•ftaiice  of  every  five  or  fix  Miles,  all  through  it,  who 

r  were  in  the  fame  favourable  Difpofition  towards*  him  : 

The  Siiggeftidn  is  ridiculous  and  incredible,  and 
'Mr.Jfiii/is  cculd,  and  would vhad  it  -been  permitted, 
have  fubftantiated  his  Evidence,  even  beyond  aPoffi- 
bility  of  Doubt.  , 

Had  the  Evidence  of  George  Squires  been  ever  fo 
porfecl,  it  would  iK)t  have  been  unexceptionable  ;  his 
Veracity  might  -h&ve  been  fufpecTed  from  his  being 

-the  Son  (^f  the  Woman  accufed  -;  -  Partiality,  in  fa- 
vour of  a  Parent,  is  not  improbable  or  unnatural ; 

:  infomuch,  that  had  his  Teftimony  been  unfupported, 
it-wouM  have  deferved  but  little  Credit  ;   but  as  it 
Hands  fo  fully  confirmed,  by  the  Oaths  of  fo  many 
difinterefted  rlribns,  -it, would  be  a  very  unjuft  Con- 
St  I  i  clufiori, 
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clufion,  that  becaufe  he  could  not  give  a  gbod  Ac- 
count how  he  got  to  Abbot/bury >,  his  Relation  of  his 
Return  muft  be  falfe. 

But  the  Imperfections  and  blundering  of  George 
Squires  are  not  the  only  Objections  that  are  made  to 
this  Part  of  the  Evidence  ;  there  are  fome  other 
feeming  Contradictions,  which  have  been  mightily 
infifted  on  as  repugnant  to  its  Credibility  :  One  is, 
that  Clarke  f  fhould  not  remember  their  having  two 
Fowls  for  Dinner  at  Litton,  as  had  been  fworn  by 
George  Squires  f* —It  will  be  no  unreafonable  Con- 
ceflion  to  admit  a  Man  mould  not  be  able  perfectly 
to  recolledt  what  he  had  for  Dinner  on  a  particular 
Day  more  than  fifteen  Months  before,  efpecially 
feeing  at  the  Time  he  partook  of  it,  he  had  no  ex- 
.  traordinary  Reafon  to  charge  his  Memory  with  it. — 
Another  Witnefs  ||  could  not  remember  who  was  his 
Partner  in  Dancing;  —  the  fame  Excufe  may  be 
pleaded  for  him,   without  afking  any  very  great 

Indulgence.  John  Ford  %  differed  from  the  other 

Witneffes,  as  to  the  Time  of  the  Day  when 
the  Gipfey  came  into  Abbot/bury, — true,  he  did, 
and  it  is.  more  to  be  wondered  at,  that  he  re- 
membered that  ftie  was  there  at  all,  for  he  was  drunk 

enough  to  forget  where  he  was  himfelf.  Laft- 

ly,  John  Taylor  §,  at  Fordington,  fwore  that  he 
iaw  Mary  Squires  wade  through  the  Water,  where- 
as George  had  fworn  he  had  carried  her  through 
upon  his  Back  ;  a  fingle  Queftion  would  have  folved 
this  Difference  ; — I  don't  know  whether  in  my  Ac- 
count of  this  Taylor  s  Evidence,  I  mentioned  his 
owning  that  he  did  not  fee  the  Old  Woman  till  fhe 

.  was 
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was  got  almoft  through  \  but  fo  it  was :  •  And  had  the 
Son  been  afked  whether  he  carried  his  Mother  all 
the  Way  through  the  Water,  he  would  have 
faid,  No  ;  he  carried  her  through  only  the  deepejl 
Water,  and  fhe  waded  through  what  was  ftjallow. 

Thefe  are  all  the  Objections,  that  have  been 
darted,  againfl:  the  Weft-Country  Witnelles,  and 
they  have  been  made  the  mojl  of  by  the  Advocates 
for  the  Girlj  who  have  very  affiduoufly  taken  Care 
they  mould  not  efcape  Publick  Notice  :  For  this 
they  are  not  to  be  blamed  ;  but  why  have  they  fup- 
.prelTed  the  Prevarications  and  ContradicTions  that 
.were  manifeft,  in  almoft  every  Witncfs  examined 
on  the  Part  of  the  Defendant ;  if  they  were  defirouK 
the  one  mould  be  concealed,  they  ought,  at  ieaft, 
to  have  been  filent  in  Regard  to  the  other. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  was  offered  in  behalf  of 
.Canning,  to  counter-balance  this  Chain  of  Wit- 
:neffes;  near  thirty  People  from  Enfield^  and  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  were  produced,  who  fwore  to  fee- 
ing the  fam?  Old  Woman  in  and  about  Enfield  Wafh 
in  the  Middle  of  December  1752,  and  from  thence 
forward  to  the  Time  of  her  being  apprehend ■jd> 
with  Mother  Wells,  on  the  firft  of  February  1753. 
The  Teftimonies  of  thefe  People  are  before  yout 
and  fcaree  need  any  Comment.— I  mall  only  oh - 
ferve,  that  moft  of  thefe  Witneffes  were  not  only  ol 
the  very  loweft  Station  in  Life,  but  extremely  ignorant* 
and  few  of  them  admitted  they  had  ever  fpoke  to 
Jier  y  it  v/as  not  even  pretended  that  any  two  oi 
them  were  ever  in  her  Company  together  at  the  fame 
Time  j  this  might  perhaps  proceed  from  a  prudent 
Precaution  that  they  might  not  contradic  t  one  ano- 
ther, but  then  it  was  alio  irnpoffible  they  iftould  con- 
firm each  other: — Thofe  who  have  fpoke  pofitivcly 
M  2,  0 
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to  particular  Times  of  feeing  her,  have  deter- 
mined thofe  Times,  by  merely  trifling  or  uncertain 
Circumftances,  fuch  as  might  happen  every  Day, 
or  as  well  at  one  Time  as  another  ;  for  Inftance, 
there  are  five  or  fix  to  afcertain  their  feeing  Mary 
Squires*  by  its  being  fo  many  Days  before  or  after 
Mr.  Parfons's  going  to  London,  who  they  themfelves 
admitted,  went  to  Town  every  Week. — Another 
knew  the  Time  becaufe  fhe  had  killed  a  Pig  a 
Month  before  ;  and  a  Third,  becaufe  (he  had 
marked  the  Day  from  her  Almanack  ;  ahd  yet  could 
not  diftinguifh  one  Day  from  another  in  an  Alma- 
nack of  the  fame  Kind  produced  to  her — Chrz/imas, 
New  or  Old,  was  the  Compafs  by  which  fome  re- 
gulated their  Day  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time,  did  not 
know  at  what  Time  of  the  Year  Chrlftmas  happened^ 
whether  in  jfune  or  December,  nor  whether  it  was 
on  Good-Friday  or  Holy -Thurf day. — Thofe  who  ap- 
pealed to  written  Evidence,  took  Care  to  produce 
none,  except  in  one  Inftance,  where  it  clearly  proved 
the  Deponent  *  to  be  abfolutely  miftaken.< — One 
Woman  f  after  having  fworn  pofitively  to  her 
Knowledge  of  the  old  Gipfey's  Perfon,  could  not 
diftinguifh  the  moft  remarkable  Figure  in  the  Uni- 
verfe,  even  when  fhe  was  within  half  a  Yard  of  her, 
and  feemingly  looked  her  full  in  the  Face. — Of 
thofe  who  afiumed  the  greateft  Appearance  of  Cer- 
tainty, one  Man  ||  advanced  a  downright  Falfehood 
in  the  Face  of  the  Court;- — the  reft  defcribed  the 
Gipfey  they  faw,  with  the  extraordinary  Circum- 
ftance  of  having  young  Children  with  her  ;  and  one 
Gentleman  §  fpeaks  afliiredly  to  feeing  the  Old 

V/  oman, 


*  Anne  John  [on,  p.  224.  \  Jane  Da^wfl/,  p.  2  20, 
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Woman,  and  one  of  her  Daughter's,  coming  out  of 
Mother  Wells  %  in  December  \  yet,  it  is  remarkable, 
that  not  one  of  thefe  Witnefles  take  upon  them  to 
fwear  abfolutely  to  the  Perfons  of  either  George, 
Mary,  ox  Lucy  Squires:  It  is  indeed  evident  from 
their  Depofitions,  that  if  the  Old  Woman  was  at 
Enfield-Wajh,  her  Son  and  Daughters  rnufl  have 
been  with  her,  and  that  they  muft  have  lodged  at 
Wells 's,  as  early  as  the  23d  of '  December  ;  if  fb,  it 
is  incredible  that  the  Son  and  Daughters  fhould 
not  have  been  feen  as  well  as  the  Mother  ;  nor  is  it 
lefs  furprizing,  that  none  of  ffle  Neighbours,  and 
there  are  many  of  them  adjoining  to  Mother  Wells, 
Ihould  have  never  feen  a  W oman,  who  it  is  pretended 
was  every  Day  vifible  in  the  Neigh bourhood;  going 
in  or  out  of  her  Lodging,  till  within  eight  Days  of 
her  being  apprehended.— Let  the  Evidence  on  both 
Sides  be  weighed  with  Attention,  will  not  the  Scale 
preponderate  greatly  in  favour  of  thofe  who;a£peared 
for  the  Gipfey  ?  To  the  major  Part  of  the  Enfield 
Witneffes,  their  Lefibns  had  been  inculcated  by  pre- 
vious Affidavits  ;  they  had  feen  her  a  fecond  Time  in 
Newgate.- — Had  their  retentive  Faculties  been  equal 
to  their  Inclination,  it 'is  poffible  their  Teiti monies 
had  been  more  perfect. 

'  Before  I  quit  this  Head  of  Evidence,  I  muft  take 
Notice,  that  it  was  urged  by  the  Council  on  the  Be- 
half of  Canning,  that  Lucy  Squires  fbould  be  exa- 
mined ;  I  think  it  ought  to  have  been  complied 
with,  tho'  at  the  fame  Time  it  muft  be  admitted 
that  however  clear  her  Teftimony  had  been,  it 
might  ftill  have  been  fufpedied,  nor  could  her  Im- 
perfections have  reflected  any  Difcredit  on  the  other 
Witnefles. 

Upon  the  whole,  could  further  or  clearer  Evidence 
be  requifite  to  prove  Mary  Squires  at  Abbot/bury  at 
M  3  the 
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the  Time  of  this  pretended  Robbery  ?  Is  this  Evi- 
dence fufficiently  contradicted,  or  impeached,  by 
what  was  offered  on  the  other  Side  ?  And  is  it  not 
plain  therefore  that  Mary  Squires  could  not  be  the 
Perfon  who  cut  off  Canning's  Stays  ?  But  let  it  be 
admitted  that  fhe  was  only  miflaken  in  the  Perfon 
of  the  mod  diftinguifhable  Woman  in  the  World  ; 
it  is  not  impoffible  but  fhe  might  ;  for,  according 
to  her  Relation,  fhe  was  but  juft  recovered  from  a 
Fit  that  had  lafted  her  for  fix  Flours  ;  fhe  had  never 
feen  the  Perfon  who  robbed  her,  but  that  one  Time, 
and  then  for  only  a  few  Minutes ;  the  Treatment  fhe 
(net  with  might  have  affe&ed  her  Senfes,  and  the 
>\pprehenfion  of  her  being  to  be  murdered,  might 
vender  her  lefs  attentive  to  the  Face  of  the  Woman 
who  abufed  her :  But  yet,  fuppofing  this  to  have 
leen  the. Cafe,  why  did  fhe,  while  there  was  aPof- 
.ibilityof  being  miflaken,  take  upon  her  to  fwear 
pofitively  to  the  Perfon  of  this  Old  Woman  ?  Why 
did  fhe  repeat  that  Oath  at  leaft  three  Times  ?  And 
why  did  fhe  purfue  her  even  to  Death  upon  an  Un- 
certainty ?  Surely  this  Conduct  was  not  blamelefs. 

If  the  Gipfey's  Alibi  fhould  be  proved  true,  Mr. 
I'ieUling  pronounces  Canning  "  guilty  of  the  blackejly 
**  moit  premeditated,  and  moft  audacious  Perjury ,  le- 
11  veiled  at  the  Lives  of  feveral  innocent  Perfons 
I  confcfs  it  is  fhocking  to  think  of,  and  almoft  ex- 
ceeds all  human  Belief,  that  a  young  Girl  fhould  at 
once  involve  heifelf  in  fo  deep  a  Scene  of  Guilt, 
Nevertbtlefs,  is  it  not  to  the  full  as  horrible, 
and  more  irreconcileable  to  our  general  Experience 
of  Mankind,  that  near  forty  People  fhould  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  perjure  themfelyes,  in  behalf  of  a  Wo- 
man 

*  Clear  State,  p  56.  , 
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man  with  whom  they  could  have  no  particular  Con- 
nexions, for  whom  they  could  have  no  Affedtion 
or  Concern  ;  and  from  whom  they  could  exped  no 
Benefit  or  Advantage  ? 

Let  us  now  review  the  other  Part  of  the  Evidence, 
which  was  intended  to  prove  that  Elizabeth  Cafmthg 
was  not  confined  at  Mother  Wells's  as  fhe  had  fworn, 
and  confequently  that  {he  was  not  robbed  there  ;  for 
it  is  plain  that  the  Robbery  and  the  Confinement 
are  fo  clofeiy  connected,  that  the  one  cannot  be 
true  and  the  other  falfe.«--  — To  this  Purpofe  Alder- 
man Cbitty  tells  us  in  what  Manner  fhe  ddcrihed 
her  pretended  Prifon  before  him,  and  what  Account 
fhe  then  ■  gave  of  the  alledged  Robberv  ;  the.  Alder- 
man's Tefttmony  is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Najh,  who  ■ 
alio  /concurs  with  MefT.  Harue^  .Aldridge,  and 
Wbite^  in  affirming,  that  the  Room  fhe  pitched  up-  . 
on  did  not  in  the  leaft  correfpond  with  that  De- 
fcription,  indeed  that  it  was  totally  oppofite  to  it : 
Thefe  Teftlmonies  Itand  entirely  uncontradicted, 
except  that  a  feeble  Attempt  was  made  to  leflen  the  . 
Weight  of  Najb\  and:  Jidridge's  Evidence,  by  fug- 
gefthng  that,  though  they  had  fworn  to  having  im- 
mediately from  and  after  the  fir  ft  Day  of  February* 
quitted  their  good  Opinion  of  the  Girl,  and  deferted 
her  Caufe  ;  neverthelefs,  they  had  afterwards,  the 
one  by  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Lyon  *,  and  the  other  by  a 
perfonal  Application  to  Mr.  Howard  f,  folicited 
Contributions  for  her  Support — It  is  very  true  they 
did  fo,  and  is  Humanity  become  a  Reproach  ?  This 
and  no  other  was  their  Motive  :  Mr.  Lyon  had  re- 
prefented  Mrs.  Canning  the  Mother  as  being  very 
poor,-  as  not  having  Money  even  to  buy  Bread  for 
M  4  her 


*  See  above,  P.  198.        %  See  above,  P.  215. 
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her  Family  ;  thei'e  WM*i$8m}  though  tfaofcitlghly 
convinced,  that:  the  Girl  was  miftaken .  as .  to  the-. 
Place  of  her;Ck)jnflnern ef#^  $}et  had  Charity  enough 
to  believe  that  (he  had  been  ill --ufed  feme  where*  die  ; 
they-  pitied  hen  J>iitrefTesy  and  were  not  unwilling,  to 
contribute  to  their  Rdief  j  at  kaft  they  would  not 
prevent,  thofe,  who  were  fo  inclined,  from  ferving 
lier ;  but  at  the  fame-Time  they  were  determihednot 
to  join  in  a  Profecution,  againft  Perfons  they  thought 
erroneoufly  accufed.< — Obferve  the  Date  of  Nafos 
Letter  %  you  will  find  it  correfpond  exaclly  with 
the  Time  of  Virtue  Hall's  being  apprehended,  and 
her  proclaimed  Confeffion  ;  this  might  render  Najh 
lomewhat  lefs  pofitive  in  his  Opinion,  and  more  im 
clined  juft  then  to  hefitate  in  favour  of  the  Girl ;  it 
was  a  Circurnftance  that  .had  its  Weight  with  very 
many  :  But  can  this  be  faid  to  ,  have  leffened  the 
Credit  of  Teftimonies  fo  clearly  given  and  fo  fulijr 
confirmed  ?  It  is  well  known  there  had  beea  a  long- 
and  fettled  Intimacy  between  Mr.  Nq/b  and  Mr. 
Lyon'y  the  former  ufed  to  recommend  the  latter 
where  he  had  an  Opportunity,  and  the  latter  ufed  to 
come  to  the  former  for  his  Punch  and' 'Coffee' ;  it  is 
alfo  as  well  known  that  from  the  Day  of  their  com- 
ing from  Enfield  Waft),  a  Coolnefs  immediately  en  - 
fued,  that  this  Coolnefs  proceeded  from  their  differ- 
ing in  Opinion  in  regard  to  Cannings  and  thaft  it 
foon  on  the  Part  of  Mr. -Lyon 'dagejmersiterd'  into-  an 
open  Diflike;  infomuc-h  that  he  ft  ruck  ?h  is  rNatne' * 
out 'of  a  CIub-B6ok^  to  which  ha '.had  for  fome 
Years  belonged,  .and  which*  met  at  N^Si^Mw 
Lyon  received  other  I  Letters,  in  which  this  Affair 
was  mentioned,,  fcom^Mn,  Mafl?^  a-boivttlihfiufa  me  •Pe- 
riod^ why  were  they  fuppreiled  ?   And  why  was 

this 

vSodebofceJ  P.  198^1  . 1  .  •  .      ,  ' 


E  H9  1 

this  produced  ?  To  ferve  a  Pretence  that  had  no 
Foundation.  ThatCaufe  muft  be  very  wretched  that 
Hands  in  need  of  fuch  feeble  Props  to  fupport  it. 

However,  theie  is  one  Part  of  the  Conduct  of 
Nafl),  Hague*,  and  Aldridge,  that  cannot  be  vindi- 
cated ;  I  mean  for  their  not  offering  their  Teffimo- 
nies  at  the  Time  of  Mary  $  quires' $  Trial.  The  Ex- 
cufes  they  make  are  too  trifling  to  be  admitted  on  fo 
important  an  Occafion  :  One,  becaufe  of  his  Plate, 
of  which  anybody  elfe  might  have  taken  Care  ;  a 
Second,  feized  with  unaccountable  Horrors ;  and  the 
Third*  becaufe  he  did  not  choofe  to  leave  a  good 
Dinner,  fuffered  an  innocent  Perfon  to  be  capitally 
convicted,  which  any  one  of  their  Teftimonies  would, 
in  all  Probability,  have  prevented.— -They  are  not 
only  inexcufable.,  but  highly  to  be  condemned. 
Neverthelefs,  one  Thing  is  pretty  obvious,  that  the 
Friends  of  Canning,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Lyon's  Evi- 
dence, were  very  well  convinced  that  the  Opinions 
of  thefe  Gentlemen  were  not  in  her  Favour ;  elfe  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  but  they  would  have  made  ufc 
of  them.  Neither  Wells  nor  Squires  could  be  ap- 
prised of  their  Sentiments^  confequently  they  could 
not  call  them.  But,  allure  yourfelf  that  it  is  an 
undoubted  Truth,  that  all  Three  of  thefe  Witnefles 
declared  their  Belief,  on  the  Evening  of  the  ifi  of 
February,  that  Canning  had  not  been  confined  in  the 
Houfe  of  Mother  Wells  \  and  that  they  have  perilled 
in  the  fame  Belief  from  that  Time  to  this.  Was  it 
neceflary,  I  am  perfwaded  more  than  fifty  Perfons 
of  Credit  and  Character  might  be  found  ready  to 
atteft  their  frequent  Declarations  to  this  Purpofe. 

Thefe,.  weak  as  they  arc.  were -a  H  the  Objeclions 
raifed  againft  this  Head  of  Evidence— Evidence  that 
will  not  permit  the  foft  Conftrudiion  of  Cannings 
!*'^J  ,  *'  \t^M-$^^'^  '  being 
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being  only  miftaken.  If  her  Tale  had  been  frue,F  was 
it  pofiible  {he  could  have  miftaken  a  Room  near 
thirty-fix  Feet  in  Length,  and  fcarce  ten  Feet  wide, 
for  a  little  fquare  Room  ? —  Could  (he,  by  Mifiake^ 
have  overlooked  fuch  a  Multitude  of  remarkable 
Particulars  as  are  agreed  on  all  Hands  to  have  been 
there  \  or  have  added  to  her  Account  fo  many  Things 
that  neither  were  or  could  have  been  there  ? — Could 
fhe  have  forgot  whether  her  Stays  were  cut  off  above 
Stairs  or  below  ? — Before  the  Alderman  fhe  fwore 
fhe  was  robbed  in  the  Room  in  which  fhe  was  after- 
wards confined  $  but  before  Mr.  Fielding^  and  at  the 
I'U-Bailcy,  this  Robbery  was  faid  to  be  committed 
in  the  Kitchen.  — *  Or  laftly,  Could  flie  have  been 
deceived  in  an  Article  that  fo  nearly  concerned  her 
Frefervation  ;  and  have  miftaken  five  or  fix  Pieces  of 
Bread,  which  fhe  fwore  at  Guildhall  was  the  whole 
Number,  for  Four  or  Five-and-twenty,  to  which  fhe 
depofed  at  the  Old-Bailey. 

To  fpecify  more  of  Canning's  Contradictions,  after 
the  Samples  I  mentioned  to  you  fome  Months  ago  *, 
-ould  be  as  impertinent  as  ufelefs  ; —  the  Evidence 
itfelf  very  fufficiently  points  them  out.— But  the 
Proof  of  this  Girl's  never  having  been  at  Wells's 
till  fhe  was  carried  there  by  her  Friends  ;  at  leaft, 
that  fhe  was  not  confined  there,  in  the  Manner,  and 
dujihg  the  Time,  fhe  infilled  fhe  was,  is  not  refted 
only  upon  her  Blunders  and  Prevarications it  is 
Hkewife  confirmed  by  the  Teflimonies  of  about  a 
Dozen  Pevions,  who  either  were  themfelves  in  this 
very  Room,  or  law  other  People  there  frequent- 
ly, in  the  Monti}  of  Jamuiry^  1753. — It  is  un- 
; .\  cefTa rv  to  particularize  ti.de  Wicnefles  3  they  are 

too 
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too  obvious  to  be,paffed  over  unnoticed ;  their Tefti- 
monies  are  clear,  circumftantial,  and .  pofitive  j  and 
not  only;  perfectly  confiftent  in  themfelves,  but  alfo  . 
flrictly  correfpordent  with  each  other;  nor  need 
any  other  Apology  be  offered  for  their  Characters, 
than  that  Perfons  fb  affiduous  as  Cannings  Friends, 
who,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  general  lienor  of  their 
Conduit,  would  not  have  fpared  any  Pains  to  have 
impeached  their  Credit,  could  not,  with  al}  their  In- 
duilry,  pick  up  any  thing  particularly  blame-worthy  , 
to  lay  to  their  Charge,  except  to  Fortune  Nat  us  *  and 
E%raWbiffin\^\\o  manifeftly  proved  themfelves  quite 
undeferving  the  Reflections  thus  endeavoured  to  be 
thrown  upon  them.  —  The  Teftimony  of  Whijfin 
was  rather  confirmed  by.  what  was  offered  to  invali- 
date it  ;  and  the  Objection  deduced  from  Fortune 
Natus  and  his  Wife  difagreeing  in  their  Defcription 
of  the  Sign,  one  faying  it  was  the  Crown^  and  the 
other  the  Fountain^  was  very  fully  explained  by  the 
latter. — It  is  a  well-known  Fadi,  that  Mother  Wells 
formerly  kept  the  Sign  of  the  Fountain  ;  that  this 
being  decayed,  (he  bought  another  Sign, which  was 
the  Crown  \  but  being  refufed  a  Licence;  by  the  Jus- 
tices, (he  was  obliged  to  pull  that  down,  when  it 
was  carried  up  into  the  Workfhop,  and  placed  be- 
fore the  other,  which  had  flood  there  a  good  While  j 
nor  is  it  greatly  to  be  wondered  at,  that  this  Hufband 
and  Wife  Ihould  a  little  vary  in  their  Recital  of  the 
feveral  Pieces  of  Lumber  that  were  in  a  Room  which 
contained  nothing  ehc,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  it: 
— One  mentioned  a  few  Pantiles,  which  the  other 
did  not  :  Can  this  be  called  a  Contradiction  \  For- 
tune had  nothing  to  do  in  that  Room  but  merely  to 

Steep  • 
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fleep  ;'hrs  Day  was-empfoyeel  in  Labour  ;  Judith 
had  many  Opportunities  of  befog*  mere  eXa&  in  her. 
Obiei  nations.  Nor  do  thefe  Variations  in  the  leaft 
difcredit  their  Tefti monies ;  for  in  Accounts  truly 
delivered  by  different  Perform,  cdnc'ernmg  the 
fame  Affair,  there  will  be  different  Circumffances 
confiaritly  Mentioned  by  different  Perfom,  -accordtag 
as  they  occur  to  the  different  Memories  br-Appre- 
henficW  of  the  'refpefln'c  Kfelaldrs  but  it  is  not  fo 
with  regard  io  Fa£ts,  iri  the  Relation  of  which  there' 
never  can  be  any  material  Difference. 

I  (halhjuft  take  notice  of orte  Thing  rnanifeff 
updrithc  Face  of  this  Part  of  the  Evidence ;  -which 
;-s  that  it  clearly  prove  s'  that"  Mother  Weill?  aft  -this 
Time,  kept  a  Horfe  and  a  Sow-,  and  that m$  Hay 
'he  one,  aiKpthe  Pdllard  fotvthe  otheh, -weNkept 
i&  <  his  WorKfhapi  Now,  however  unconcerned 
[Veils  might  be  in  regard  to  Canning,  it  liardly 
he  prefumed,  that  fhe  was  equally  indifferent  about 
ihofe  iieceflary  Animals  ;  nor  that4  have  I 

\  inclined  to  'ftarve  her  fRBfS  c*  -he*  §oWy->  for 
ihe  Please!  of  punifcing  the  GtH. 

;  The  remaining;  Evidence  on  the  Part  of -the  Ph>- 
fecution  only  relate  uncbntraHl£red  Fa&sj  th'atflieqtffr** 
no  Elucidation  :  Nevertheless,  Mr  .7  albnafis  *  Tefti- 
raony  fUrnilhes  two  'Obfervatibns  not  unworthy  Re-  - 
<rard ;  Firft,  It  is  clear  from  thence,  that  the  People  * 
who  appeared  from  Enfield  K^xi^  GoAnin^  were  not- 
JpifiteS  Up,  or!  got  together,"  to  ferve  this  patticukr * 
Qccaji6ni:;&k\tig  matty  of  them  had:  been  fufcpeena'd 
t6  attend  on  the  Trial  of  Wills-  fifteen  Months  be- 
fore ;  and  (if  we  reflect  that  Judith  Natus  declared,  1 
on  the  very  Day  they  were  taken  up,  her -  having 

lain 
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lam  in  that  Loft  every  Night  for  ten  or  .elevcfn  Weeks  * 
before*  ;  and  that  Mx>  White -\r  the  Marfhakman, 
found  her  in  the  faid  Loft,  drefling  herfelf,  the  fame 
Morning),  there  does  not  feem  any  reafonable  Cau.'e  to 
fufpe£i  this  to  be  a  preconcerted  Scheme  of  Evidence. 
■—Secondly,  It  is  molt  apparent,  from  this  Gentle- 
manVDepofition,  that  very  unjuftifiable  Pra&ices* 
were  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  this  Womart  from/ 
making  any  Defence.— If  you  will  give  yottrfelf  the V 
Trouble  of  referring  to  a  Letter  of  mine,  /wrote  foon 
after  that  Trials •  you  will  find  therein  related  the 
Treatment  Fortune  and  Judith  Natus.  met  ..with*  on. 
their  Attendance  at  that  Time  in  thd  Qld-Baihy  {. 
Am  Account  of  it  wa^-offered  to  have  been  given 
in  Evidence  on  this  Trial,  but  wasobp&ed  io7  as  > 
no  v/ay  afe&ing 'the  Defendant:,;  and  that  it  might 
havd  a' Tendency  to  prejudice  her  in  the;  Miiids  of  > 
the  Jury.    They  were  not  the  only  Perfons  who  were 
fo-ahufed*  i  -Every  one  who  was  thought  to  come  with  * 
a -View  of  ferving  Wills  or  Squires,  at  that  Time,; 
wtera  infulfctd  in  the  Jike  Manner;  and  many:  were* 
jekdytb  have  proved  it.  3  Mr.:TalknaJh  himfelf  couid  i 
have: confiw&iei  their  Affertions ;  ibut  it  was!  not  per-  / 
mitted.    The;Qbje£iion  againft  itimay  ha  a;very  juft  I 
one  in  Law ;  yet  Equity  muft  admits  that  thefe  Wo-  I 
,tkvi  had  not*  (to  ufe  the' Words  of  Coining sJttxends 
on  her  Behalf)  that  equal  Jujiice  every  'EngWf&Subjetf 
hastpRightto^.  -Tothis  tumuhuousQppoiition  againft 
their  WitnefleS'  (lefpe^ially /^&'s)  •  may,  in  a  great - 
Meafure,  be  afcribed  their  Conviction.    Who  were 
the  Authors  of  thele  Violences  is  not  for  me  to  de-  ; 

,       !  termine ;  : 
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termine ;  but  the  Means  whereby  they,  were  irifti- 
gated  are  too  obvious  to  efcape  the  tfnoft  undifcern- 
ing  Capacity.  Look  back  to  the  numerous  Para- 
graphs and'  Advertifements  that  were  almoft  daily 
viflble  in  the  publick  Papers  relative  to  this  Affair : 
Add  to  them  the  Difperfion  of  the  Paper  called  The 
Cafe  of  Elizabeth  Canning,  in  the  Street,  in  the 
Yard,  and  in  the  Seffions-houfe,  on  the, Day  of  that 
Trial,  not  only  to  indifferent-  Auditors,  but  to  the 
Jury,  and  even  to  the  Bench  y  were  not  thefe  cal- 
culated to  excite  Prejudices  infuperable  to  weak 
Minds.  It  is  no  unreafonable  Prefumption  to  fup- 
pofe  they  had  their  full  Effe&  on  the  Mob ;  and  the 
Confequences  were  evident.-— —What  Pity  it  is  that 
one  of  the  moft  valuable  Privileges  of  Britifh  Liber- 
ty, I  mean  that  of  the  Prefs,  fliould  be  capable  of 
being  thus  perverted  to  fo  mifchievous  a  Purpofe  | 

Let  us  now  fee  how  far  the  Weight  of  this  Evi- 
dence was  affe&ed  by  the  Evidence  produced  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Defendant.  There  is  not  the  leaft  At- 
tempt made  to  difprove  Alderman  Chittfs  Account 
of  the  Girl's  Examination  before  him ;  even  thofe* 
who,  on  the  Trial  of  -Wells  and  Squires,  took  upon 
them  to  afcertain  the  Truth  of  what  Canning  then 
fwore,  by  what  fhe  had  before  fworn  in  the  Prefence 
of  that  Gentleman,  had  now  totally  forgot  every- 
thing t^at  pa£Ted  at  that  Time  ;  and  very  unwillingly 
remembered  their  own  Depofitions. — Is  that  Part  of 
Na/h's,  Hague's,  or  Aldridge's  Teftimoriy,  that  re-' 
lates  to  Canning's  total  Ignorance  of  Wells's  Houfe^ 
at  all  contradicted  ?  No  !  But  it  is  gre4tly  confirm^ 
ed  ;  for  Mr.  Scarrat  admits,  that,  if  the  Door  leading 
to  the  Workfhop  was  open,  jhe  mujl  have  jeen  it  5  and  he 
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Jhould  have  fufpecled  her  Veracity  if  Jhe  had  looked  elfe* 
where  for  it  *.  Mr.ddamfon  acknowledges  that  this 
Door  didfland  ivide  open^  and  yet  that  Jhe  difcbvered 
no  Signs  of  knowing  it  f.  Nay,  he  added  a  more  re- 
markable Inftance  of  her  Ignorance,  which  may  alfo 
be  confidered  as  a  Proof  of  her  Readinefs  to  fix  upon 
any  other  Place,  if  fhe  had  not  been  better  inform- 
ed ;  for  he  fays,  that  "  as  foon  as  the  Girl  faw  the 
tc  Staircafe  fronting  the  Street-door,  the  very  In. 
<c  ftant  fhe  fet  her  Foot  within  the  Houfe,  and  be* 
ec  fore  fhe  faw  the  Kitchen,  or  any  other  Room,  fhe 
"  at  once  declared,  Thefe  are  the  Stairs  I  was  pujhed 
"  up  at :  Upon  which  he  faid  to  her,  You  fee  you  are 
4C  miftaken  in  the  Staircafe %"  And  is  it  not  more 
probable  that  his  Words  were  no  more  than,  You 
are  tniflaken  without  you  fee  ?  For  how  could  fhe 
apprehend  that  fhe  was  miftaken  before  fhe  had  feen 
any  other  Part  of  the  Houfe  !  —  Was  it  proved  that 
Canning  could  fee  the  Face  of  Mary  Squires?  No  ! 
One  Witnefs  §  indeed  faid,  He  believed  Jhe  could  fee 
her  Face ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  acknowledged,  that 
he  could  not  tell  in  what  Pofture  the  Gipfey  fat ; 
nor  on  which  Side  of  the  Room.  Another  ||  admit- 
ted that  her  Pofition  was  fuch  as  made  it  very  doubt- 
ful, whether  Jhe  could  or  no.  And  a  Third**  only  be- 
lieved the  Girl  might  fee  a  Part  of  the  old  Woman's 
Face.  Laftly,  Were  the  Teftimonies  of  the  Enfield 
People  contradi£ted  ?  No  !  Nor  was  it  attempted. 

What  then  did  they  prove,  or  attempt  to  prove? 
—They  proved  that  Elizabeth  Canning  was  not  feen 
at  her  Matter's  or  her  Mother's  Houfe,  by  any  of 

them, 
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them,  from  the  ift  to  the  29th  of  January  ;  and  that 
when  they  faw  her  fhe  was  in  a  very  weak  and 
languifhing  Condition.  They  alfo  proved,  that  they 
beard  her  Story,  and  that  they  believed  it. 

They  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  Defeription  fhe 
gave,  the  Night  fhe  was  firft  vifible,  of  the  Place 
of  her  Confinement,  was  agreeable  to  the  Appear- 
ance of -what  was  found  in  the  Room,  when  the 
Company  went  upon  their  Enfield  Expedition  on  the 
ift-'of 'February  How  far  they  fucceeded,  the  Evidence 
will  inform  you.  They  tell  you,  that  (lie  men- 
tioned the  Name  of  Wills  or  Wells ,  a  blacky  tally 
j war  thy  Woman,  fonie  Hay,  a  broken  black  Pitcher, 
nine  op  ten  Mile  f  out  of  Town ,  the  Hertfordflnre  Road, 
and  the-  Hertford  Coach but  it  is  obfervable,  that 
though  thefe  People  were  all.  together  when  fhe 
mentioned  thofe  Particulars, 'no  none  Perfon,  except 
her  Mother,  remembers  them  all  :  One  fpeaking  to 
one  Things  and  one  to'  another.  Nor  are  they  per- 
fectly agreed  when,  fhe  mentioned  thefe  Particulars  : 
Fcrlnftance,  There  was  one  *  who  faid  fhe  made 
ufe  of  the  Na'fne  of  Wills  or  Wells  before  Scarrat 
came  in  ;  but  it  may  be  prefumed,  from  Mr.  Scar* 
rat's  Teftimony,  that  fhe  only  repeated  it  in  Confe- 
rence of  his  adventurous  Wager,  a  Guinea  to  a 
Farthing,  that  fhe  had  been  at  Mother  Wells's  f. 
And  indeed  the  latter  carries  with  it  the  gre^teft  Air 
of  Probability. — They  likewife  fay,  that  the  fame 
Evening  fhe  gave  ah  Account  of  her  being  robbed, 
Confined,  flarved,  and  how  fhe  made  her  Efcape. 
Thefe  Circumftances  were  neceffary  to  be  remem- 
bered-; elfe  there  would  have  been  nothing  wonder- 
ful in  her  Story. 

•  Did 
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Did  it  not  require  an  uncommon  Share  of  Saga- 
city _to  be  able,  from  this .  ambiguous  Account*,  to 
pitch  upon  the /real  Scene  of  this  Girl's  Captivity  ; 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Scarrat  .was!  the  lucky  Author  of 
this  ufeful.-Difcov.ery- ;  he  firfl  fforted  a  Sufpicion  of 
Wells^  and  he  afked  her  feveral  Qucftions  relating  to 
the,- Situation  of  the  Houfe ;  to  alj  which  fhe  eoti- 
ftantly  anfwered.  Yes  :  The  Hay  had  been  put  into  • 
the  Loft  finee  this  Gentleman's  Acquaintance  with  \ 
it,  or  eife  it  is  probable  that  might  have  been  added  to  i 
the  Thread  of  his  Interrogatories;  however,  the  Con- 
jecture was  approved,  and  the  fubfequent  Proceedings 
fbew  it  was  thoroughly  believed..— But  to.be  ferious  ; 
perufe  carefuiiy  tSaisvMr.  Scarrafs  Deposition  :  Is  not 
his  Memory  asv  extraordinary  as  George  Squire? §  For- 
ge tfulnefs?  But  Mr,  Scarrat  is.  not  the  only  remark- 
aW^iWitnefs' among,  them:;  Which  of  them.  is.  not  s 
fal  '  SoKKe  of  them  contradi<3:  one  another  in  plain 
Facts :  As  for  Example,  Adam]  on*  fwears  he  did 
not  aik  Canning  in  the  Chaife  whether  there  was  any 
Hay{  there?  On  the  contrary,!  Mrs.  Myers  fwears  > 
that  he  did  -jr.— There  is  likewife  an  odd  Difagree-  ' 
mmfc  between  Mrs.  Woodward  and  the  Girl  3  the 
fornjBsrt  fwears  •  that  Canning  fa  id  that  three  Women  took 
hold  of her  whereas  the  latter,  in  all  her  fubfe- 
quent  Declarations  ^nd  Informations,  fays  that  No- 
body did  any  Thing' to  her  except  Mary  Squires.- — 
In  fllorfi,  Tarn  tired  o£  pointing,  out  tin ens  Blunders : 
Thefe,  as- well  as  their  hardly-extortexi  Anfwera  to 
plain  Queftions,  are  fufEciently  perfpicuous  in  their 
feveral  Deptoutions  >.  r«ad~  them,  and  you  can  hardly 
fail  difcovering  them. 

Let 
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Let  me  now  proceed  to  that  Clafs  of  Evidence 
which  was  intended  to  prove  Canning's  being  feen 
when  flie  was  carried  to,  and  when  (he  returned 
from,  Enfie/d-wajh. — To  the  former  of  thefe  Pur- 
pofes,  one  Mr.  Beal,  a  Turnpike-man,  was  pro- 
duced :  He  gave  his  Teftimony  with  great  Candour, 
but  unfortunately  could  not  hit  the  deftin'd  Mark  ; 
the  Woman  that  he  law  walked  upright  upon  her  Legsy 
and  very  fajly  and  was  drejl  in  a  light- coloured  Gown 
and  Apron,  with  a  Hat  or  Bonnet  on  her  Iiead\  now 
it  happened  to  our  pc*or  Girl,  that  when  flie  had  2l 
Gown,  it  was  a  Purple  Mafquerade  Stuff* ,  and  of 
that,  as  well  as  her  Apron  and  Hat,  fhe  was  robb'd 
in.  Moor-fields  ;  nor  could  that  State  of  Infenfibility  f 
file  repeatedly  fwore  fhe  was  •/»,  from  Moor -fields  to 
near  Enfield-wajh,  have  permitted  her  to  walk  up* 
right  and  very  faft  :  Had  his  Defcription  of  the 
Woman  he  faw  correfponded  with  the  Account  flie 
had  given  of  herfelf,  Mr.  JBeal's  Uncertainty  to  the 
Day,  and  even  to  the  Perfon,  might  have  been 
overlooked ;  but  from  hence  it  is  manifeft,  that 
whoever  he  faw,  it  could  not  be  Canning. 

To  prove  feeing  her  on  her  Return,  three  Perfons 
appeared,  who  may  be  prefumed  to  be  our  Friend 
Dr.  Cox's  %  Affidavit  People  ;  two  of  thefe  ||  incon- 
teftibly  prove,  that  the  Perfon  they  faw  could  not  be 
Elizabeth  Cannings  though  one  of  them  fwore  to 
knowing  her  by  the  Tip,  of  her  Nofe ;  nor  is  the 
Third  **  much  happier  in  his  Teftimony,  feeing 
there  is  a  man ifeft  Difference  between  his  Decla- 
ration and  thofe  of  Mrs.  Myers  and  James  Lord,  who 

could 
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could  not  be  miftaken  in  her  Perfon,  and  who  fwear, 
that  Canning's  Face  and  Hands  were  very  black,  but 
the  young  Lady  that  attracted  this  Deponent's  At-  t 
tention  was  very  white. 

There  was  likewife  an  Attempt  to  prove  Con- 
feflions  of  their  Guilt  from  Squires  and  Wells  ;  but 
what  do  they  amount  to  ?  The  two  firft  Witnefles 
called  to  this  Purpofe,  exclufive  of  their  Difagree- 
nient  with  each  other,  in  the  Article  of  the  News- 
Papers,  in  Reality  proved  nothing  like  a  Confeffion 
from  Wells  j  the  Whole  implying  no  more,  than  that 
Ward  having  miftaken  the  Time  the  Girl  had  been 
reported  in  the  News-paper  to  have  been  confin'd, 
and  calling  it  a  Fortnight,  Wells  fet  him  to  rights, 
by  informing  him  it  was  twenty-eight  Days ;  that  is, 
the  News-papers  faid,  fhe  had  been  confined  fo  long  ; 
not  that  (he  meant  to  aflert  any  fuch  Thing  for 
Faft,  or  to  confefs  or  deny  one  W ord  of  the  Matter* 
-r-The  Abfurdities  in  Stevens's  Depofition  *  are  too 
glaring  to  need  any  Explanation ;  fo  far  from  being 
an  Acknowledgement  of  Squiresh  Guilt,  it  is  a  plain 
pofitive  Afleveration  of  her  Innocence;  and  as  to 
what  (he  is  pretended  to  have  faid  relative  to  the 
Time  of  her  or  Canning's  being  at  Wells's,  it  is  ex- 
tremely uncertain  from  this  Dqoonent's  Account  what 
ftie  did  fay. — She  was  a  Stranger  to  Wells,  and  might 
have  fo  bad  an  Opinion  of  her  as  to  believe  her 
guilty  ;  or  perhaps,  if  the  Gipfey  really  did  fay  that 
Ihe  herfelf  had  been  at  Wells's  2l  Fortnight  and  three 
Days,  might  fhe  not  compute  backwards  from  the 
Time  this  Man  was  talking  to  her,  and  not  from 
the  Day  of  her  being  committed  to  Prifon  ;  but  Mf. 
Stevens  had  two  or  three  Companions  with  him  4Jv* 

his 
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his  Vifit  to  Mary  Squires,,  where  are  they  ?  Had  they 
been  produced,  it  is  very  poffible ;  this  Matter  might 
have  been  better  cleared  up. 

Does  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Cramphorn  and  his 
Wife  any- better  prove  "Judith  Natzts's.  Acknowledge- 
ment of  Cannings  being  at  Welti*  ?  Few,  as  Judith 
Natus'sWaxds  were,,  thefe  Witnefles  did  not  agree  in 
reciting  them  £  and  a  1  ranfpolition  of  a  -Angle  Par- 
ticle will  m$ke  them  as  well  Negative  as  Affirmative  ; 
but  it  is  true  that  Naius  did  mean  to  fay  that  Canning 
was  at  Weltis,  and  if  thefe  People  had  thought  of 
afking  her  when,  and  how  long,  lhe  ftaid,  fhe  would 
have  told  them  on  the  Firft  of  February,  when  fhe 
was  broughtdown  by  hsr  Friends,  that  fhe  ftaid  no 
longer  there  than  they  ftaid:,  and  that  fhe  was  never 
there  before  :  She  found,  thefe  People  were  endea- 
vouring to  catch  her,  and  therefore,  by  an  elufory 
Anfwer,  made  them  the  Dupes  of  their  own  Con- 
trivance. What  Degree  of  Credit  is  due  to  Wit- 
nefles that  hope  to  ferve  a  Caufe  by  picking  up 
broken  Scraps  of  accidental  Conversion  ?  Or  what 
is,  toc  be  thought  of  a  Caufe  that  wants  fuch  Sup- 
perls  I    i      ;  ' 

Look  over  attentively  the  Depofitions  of  this 
Cloud  of  Witneffes  produced  on  the  Part  of  the 
Defendant  -y  are  they  not  in  general  obfeure,  equi- 
vocal, or  prevaricating  ?    Do  they  not  frequently 

contradict  the  Girl,  and  as  often  one  another  I  - 

How:  little  Caufe  therefore  had  the  Advocates  for 
Canning  to  exult  in  the  trifling  Miftakes  of  four  or 
five  of  the  Witnefles  for  the  Profecution  ?  Trifling 
Miftakes  I  have  called  them,  becaufe  they  are  eaflly 
rcconcileable,  and  plainly  to-be-  accounted  for :  Did 

it 
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it  not  ill  become  them  to  exaggerate  and  pubiifh 
thefe  Miftakes  as  Matters  of  great  Confequence, 
when  they  could  not  but  be  confcious  that  very 
many,  and  very  flagrant  Exceptions,  lay  againft  their 
own  Evidence  ?    To  what  a  Degree  of  Affurance 
muft  thofePerfons  have  arrived,  who  could  openly 
arraign  the  Publication  of  any  Abftrafl:  of  this 
Trial  *,  and  who,  at  the  fa  me  Time,  were  privately 
.retaling  fuch  Parts  of  the  Evidence  as  feemed  to  be 
in  their  Favour  f  ?    Was  the  Publick  obliged  to 
receive  for  Truth  nothing  but  what  they  pleafed  to 
.communicate  ?  But  of  their  printed  Performances^ 
which  already  are  very  numerous,  and  like  to  mul- 
tiply, more  at  another  Time. 

•   '    >  But 

*  It  may  be  q&efKcned,  as  the  Trial  is  not  yet  doCed, 
-for  Want  of  the  final  Decifion  of  the  Court,  whether 
-the  Publication  of  it  in  the  Seflions- paper  is  not  an  Anti- 
cipation of  Evidence  ;  at  leaft  it  may  be  asked,  whe- 
ther the  Publication  of  it  in  the  broken,  mangled,  and 
imperfect  Manner  in  which  it  is  begun,  and  will  likely 
be  continued,  is  not  -a  Suppremon,  and,  therefore,  a 
Tervernon  of  Evidence  ?    To  the  Judgment  of  what 
fmgle  Mind,    nay,  to  the  Judgment  of  what  .fifty  or 
-what  hundred  Minds  in  this  Kingdom,  mould  the  ab- 
firaBing  a  Trial  of  fuch  Importance  be  left  ?  No  Copy, 
it  is  hoped,  will  now  engage  the  Attention  of  the  Pub- 
lic, that  is  not  attefted,  upon  Oath,  to  be  faithfully 
printed  from  the  marmfcript  Papers,  faithfully  collated, 
.of  the  three  Writers  who  were  profeiTedly  employed; 
anchif  fuch  a  full  and  anthentic  Copy  was  intended,"  was 
it  fit  that  any  AbfbaB  mould  have  been  printed  I  General 
Evening  ? oft,  May  23,  1754. 

t  George  Squirtf*  Evidence  and  Crofs  Examination 
was  printed  and  difperfed  not  very  long  after  the  Trial  ; 
in  the  fame  Sheet  Notice  was  taken  of  the  Ignorance 
of  one  Witnefs,  and  the  Blunders  of  another,  who  was 
drunk  when  he  was  examined. 
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But  there  are  fome  Witnefles  on  both  Sides 
which  have  not  yet  been  particularly  noticed,  tho* 
they  were  not  intentionally  forgot  :  On  the  Part  of 
the  Defendant,  Mrs.  Canning's  (the  Mother's)  Evi- 
dence, furnifhes  as  many  curious  Obfervations  as 
any  one  that  appeared  on  this  extraordinary  Occa- 
fion  ;  her  fwearing  at  one  Time  to  her  Daughter's 
coming  Home  in  a  Cap,  and  at  another  to  her  having 
two  Handkerchiefs  upon  her  Head,  is  too  infignifi- 
cant  an  Incident  to  command  your  Intention  :  Is 
there  not  a  moft  extraordinary  Congruity  between 
the  Mother's  and  Daughter's  Teftimony.  I  The  for- 
mer fv/ears  to  having  been  informed  that  a  Girl  was 
heard  to  fhriek  out  from  a  Hackney  Coach  in  Bijh* 
opfgate-Jireet^  and  the  latter  remembred  before  Al- 
derman Chitiy^  her  being  carried  through  Bijhopf- 
gate-Jireet)  though  (he  had  been  rendered  fenfe- 
lefs  by  a  Blow  £he  received  in  Moor-fields^  and  con- 
tinued fo  for  above  three  Hours  after  ?  It  is  hardly 
to  be  doubted  but  Mrs.  Canning  knew  who  her  In- 
formant was  ;  why  was  he  not  produced  ? 

Among  other  Expedients  to  find  her  Daughter, 
Mrs.  Canning  had  Recourfe  to  Advertifements ;  two 
of  thefe  have  before  been  taken  Notice  off.  The 
Manufcript  Copy  of  the  Third  affords  a  remarkable 
Anecdote ;  that  Mils  Betty  had,  in  her  Pocket,  at 
the  Time  fne  was  loft,  twelve  Shillings  and  Nine- 
pence  Halfpenny  *„  It  is  fomewhat  odd  that  her 
Riches  fliould  not  be  thought  of  till  nineteen  Days 
after  her  being  miffing*  till  the  2Cth  Day  of  Janu- 
ary ?  1753-  However,  it  is  agreed,  this  Circum- 
ftance  was  then  dire&ed,  by  the  Mother,  to  be  in- 
serted ;  but  afterwards  ordered  to  be  erafed  :  A  Rea- 

fon 
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fori  is  given  for  the  Infertion,  but  none  for  the  Erafe- 
ment.  The  former  Mrs.  Canning  accounts  for  by 
i  faying,  that  u  on  the  Morning  Betty  went  out,  fhe 
<4  took  out  of  her  Pocket,  and  {hewed  her,  half  a 
ajf/i  Guinea,  three  Shillings ^  and  a  Farthings  and  that 
.  <€  (he  afterwards  heard,  that  fhe  had  changed  a  Shil- 
if  hdi&gi  and  fpent  Three-pence  \  from  whence  fhe 
"  computed  her  Daughter  muft  have  fo  much  left." 
Now,  though  Mrs.  Canning  is  very,  excufable  for 
not  being  an  accurate  Accomptant,  yet  furely  (he 
might  have  remembered  to  whom  fhe  was  obliged 
for  this  Information  ;  nor  could  it  have  been  amifs 
to  have  produced  that  Perfon,  who  poffibly  might 
alfo  have  told  us,  how,  where,  and  with  whom  this 
Three-pence  was  expended  :  It  is  plain  it  was  not 
•  with  her  Uncle  and  Aunt;  for  they  both  agree  that 
their  Niece  fpent  nothing  with  them.  But  whoever 
was  the  Author  of  this  Report,  a  lying  Spirit  had 
entered  into  him  or  her ;  for  the  Whole  was  mani- 
feftly  falfe  ;  the  Girl  had  neither  changed  a  Shilling, 
nor  fpent  Three-pence  ;  wherefore  the  Erafement 
was  right ;  and  the  only  Difficulty  to  be  folved  is, 
how  the  Mother,  at  that  Time,  happened  to  know 
the  Faifhood  of  this  Relation,  unlefs  we  afcribe  it  to 
her  being  endued  with  the  Gift  of  Prophecy;  or  that 
the  cunning  Man,  fhe  confulted  on  this  Occafion, 
tojd  her  {he  had  been  impofed  on.  It  was  not  till 
nine  pays  afterwards  that  fne  had  any  certain  Tid- 
ings of  her  Daughter ;  when  the  good  Girl  brought 
the  fiift  News  of  herfelf  in  Perfon,  and  gave  a  full 
Account  how  fhe  had  been  robbed  of  this  very  half 
Guinea,  thefe  three  Shillings,  and,  what  is  more  ex- 
traordinary, of  a  Farthing  more  than  (he  carried  out 
with  her  ;  for  before  the  Sitting  Alderman  fhefwore 
not  only  to  the  Gold  and  Silver,  but  alfo  that  they 

took 
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took  a  Halfpenny  from  her  *. — There  likewife  attends 
this  Part  of  the  Story  another  Perplexity  ;  to  unriddle 
which  requires  a  more  refined  Comprehenfion  than 
I  can  lay  Claim  to.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  fo 
good  a  Child  would  endeavour  to  fecrete  any  of  her 
Money  from  fo  indulgent  a  Parent  ?  No  !  She  pro- 
duced all  fhe  had^  even  to  a  Farthing,  And  it  is 
equally  clear,  that  {he  had  not  changed  any  of  her 
Silver ;  where  then  did  fhe  get  the  Penny  that  bought 
the  Mmced-pye,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  her 
miraculous  Prefervation  ? 

The  Seers  of  old  Times  exift  not  in  our  Days ; 
.md  whatever  Pretences  our  modern  Conjurors  may 
make  to  the  Art  of  Divination,  it  is  very -well  known 
that  their  Knowledge  extends  not  beyond  what  they 
can  draw  from  their  unwary  Cuftomers.  Whether 
the  Suggeftion-of  her  Daughter's  being  with  an  Old 
Wornan^  and  her  fpeedy  Return,  came  from  Mrs, 
Canning  herfelf,  or  from  anybody  elfe  better  «ac- 
quainted  with  the  Affair,  is  not  very  material :  It 
niuft  have  been  fuggefted  by  fomebody  to  the  For- 

'  tune-teller,  before  he  returned  this  Anfwer  :  Nor  is 
the  Prediction  more  extraordinarythan -its' Comple- 
tion at  fo  critical  a  Time,  juft  when  the  pious  old 
Gentlewoman  was  fervently  praying  to  fee  her  Betty 
dead  or  alive;  when  the  Family  were  all  too  atten- 
tive at  their  Devotions  to  have  perceived  whether 

"the  Girl  had  dropt  from  the  Top  of  the  Houfe,  or 
come  in  at  the  Street-door. 

That  Elizabeth  Canning  had  been  taught  to  write 

-at  School,  is  acknowledged  by  her  Mother  y  that  fhe 

"Was  able  to  write  better  than  moft  Women  in  her 
Station,  appeared  from  the  Notices  figned  with  her 

Name, 
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Name,  which  her  Mother  alfo  admitted  to  be  her 
Hand.  Can  then  any  tolerable  Reafon  be  afligned, 
why  fhe  fhould  only  put  her  Mark  to  the  Informa- 
tion (he  fwore  to  before  Mr.  Fielding  f  Was  it  done 
with  a  View  of  betraying  that  Gentleman,  and  the 
Pubiick,  into  an  Opinion  of  her  Ignorance  and  Sim- 
plicity ?  Or  was  flie  confcious  that  any  Paper  might 
be  produced  of  her  Writing,  which  might  lead  to 
the  Difcovery  of  fomething  unfavourable  to  her  ? 
The  former  teems  the  moft  probable  \  feeing  if  fhe 
had  been  under  any  Apprehenfions  of  the  latter,  (he 
need  not  have  difcovered  her  being  able  to  write  at 
all.  But  whatever  the  Motive  to  her  Conduct,  in 
this  RefpecSt,  was,  it  argues  a  Sort  of  Dijftmulation  ever 
incompatible  with  the  Purpofes  of  Truth. 

In  an  Affair  allowed  on  all  Hands  to  be  intri- 
cate and  improbable  to  the  higheft  Degree,  furely 
nothing  that  could  have  given  any  additional  Weight 
to  the  Relation,  ought  to  have  been  omitted:  The  Story 
at  nrft  flood  fingly,  and  unfupported  by  any  Thing 
elfe  than  the  Girl's  bare  Word,  which,  though  it 
might  be  fufficient  to  engage  the  Belief  of  fuch  as  had 
been  long  acquainted  with  her,  yet  it  could  not  be 
expected  to  compel  the  Affent  of  thofe  who  had  not 
the  fame  Reafons  for  their  Opinion  of  her  Veracity. 
— Mrs.  Canning  had  in  her  Pofleffion  Evidence  that 
would  have  given  more  than  a  little  Countenance  to 
her  Daughter's  Tale  :  I  mean  the  Petticoat,  Shoes, 
and  StockitigS)  (he  came  Home  in  :  The  Appearances 
they  muft  have  made,  fuppofing  her  Account  true, 
are  ealy  to  be  imagined ;  had  they  been  found  in  a 
Condition  equal  to  what  might  reafonably  be  ex- 
pected from  a  Perfon's  having  worn  them  for  a 
Month,  and  travelled  in  the  dirtieft  Seafon  of  the 
Year  ten  Miles,   through  the  moft  watery  Road 

N  about 
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about  London,  it  muft  have  pleaded  flrongly  in  the 
Girl's  Favour  :  Can  any  fatisfa£tory  Reafon  be  given 
why  they  were  not  produced  ?  There  is  great  Room 
to  believe  not :  Remiffnefs  or  Forgetfulnefs  cannot 
be  offered  in  Excufe,  for  Mrs.  Canning  was  herfelf 
put  in  mind  of  them  when  before  Alderman  Chitty, 
and  (Lifted  off  fending  for  them  by  trifling  Evafions  ; 
4C  She  could  not  go  herfelf,  and  No-body  elfe  could 
<c  come  at  them."  It  does  not  appear  that  any  of 
their  Witneffes  could  afcerfcain  the  Circumftances  of 
thefe  Particulars  ;  her  Shift  indeed  was  fpoke  to  by 
one  Witnefs  on  each  Side  ;  for  the  Profecution^, 
that  it  was  as  clean  as  if  Ihe  had  worn  it  no  more 
than  a  Week  ; — for  the  Defendant  it  was  faid  only, 
that  it  was  dirty'as  if  fhe  had  worn  it  a  Month  without 
working  in  it ;  and  the  fame  Deponent  allowed  there 
were  no  Spla/hes  of  Dirt  upon  it  f  :  Is  it  conceivable 
that  this  Girl  could  have  been  dragged  down  fo  far 
in  the  Manner  {he  defcribed,  and  at  that  Seafon,  and 
afterwards  have  walked  up  again,  without  being 
daggled  up  even  to  herWaift?  A  Jhort  Bed- 
gown, and  two  ragged  Handkerchiefs,  the  alledg'd 
Covering  of  her  Head,  were  exhibited  ;  the  very  pro- 
ducing thefe  manifeft  a  Confcioufnefs  that  they  were 
convinced  fome  fuch  Proofs  were  neceflary,  but  can 
thefe  be  deemed  Proofs  ?  Neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  were  demonftrative  that  {he  had  ever  taken 
fuch  a  Journey ;  neither  of  them  could  be  affe£led 
by  the  Dirt  under  Foot.— Without  judging  uncha- 
ritably, does  not  the  very  Exhibition  of  the  Bed- 
gown and  Handkerchiefs,  and  the  Concealment  of 

the 

*  By  Mrs.  Male,  fee  her  Depofition,  Page  191. 
|  Mrs.  Woodward,  Page  208. 
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the  Shoes,  Stockings  and  Petticoat  imply  an  inten- 
tional Impofition  ?1 

But  what  is  ftill  more  furprizing,  this  very  Bed- 
gown, in  which  they  Teem  to  have  promifed  them- 
ielves  an  unfufpe£ted  Security  from  Detection,  has 
turned  out  the  ftrongeft  Evidence  of  Canning's  Guilt ; 
flie  herfelfhas  acknowledged  it  to  be  her  Mother's; 
this  you  find  proved  by  two  Gentlemen  *,  whofe 
Fortunes  are  as  much  above  a  Sufpicion  of  Cor- 
ruption, as  their  Characters  are  above  Reproach : 
Compare  ferioufly  all  thefe  Circumftances,  one  with 
another,  you  will  fcarce  be  at  a  Lofs  to  conjedture 
under  whofe  Direction  this  Girl  was  during  her 
Month  by  the  Weeks. 

Upon  the  Whole,  was  not  the  Teftimony  of  the 
Weft-country  WitnefTes,  proving  the  Gipfey  to 
have  been  there  during  the  fore  Part  of  the  Month 
of  January,  clear,  ftrong  and  pertinent  ?  Or  was 
there  an  equal  Weight  of  Evidence  on  the  other 
Side  ? 

In  the  feveral  Teftimonies  Canning  has  given  upon 
this  Occafion,  has  flie  not  frequently  contradicted 
herfelf,  and  as  often  been  contradi£ted*by  her  own 
Witnefles  ? 

Was  her  firft  Defcription  of  her  pretended  Prifon 
at  all  compatible  with  the  Condition  it  appeared  in 
upon  Infpedtion  ?  Did  (he  not  betray  the  grofTeft 
Ignorance,  even  when  fhe  faw  it  on  the  Firft  of 

February  ? 

Are  the  Teftimonies  of  any  of  thofe  Witnefles 
who  infifted  on  their  having  been  in  this  Room  fre- 
quently during  her  pretended  folitary  Captivity,  in 
N  2  the 


*  Mr,  MJineux  and  Mr,  Read;  fee  Pages  193  2nd 
194. 
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the  leaft  contradicted,  or  were  they  attempted  to  be 

contradicted  ? 

May  we  not  therefore  juftly  conclude  thajt  fhe 
was  not  robbed  by  Mary  Squires,  as  fhe  had  falfely 

aflerted  ? 

Is  it  not  equally  clear,  that  (he  was  not  confined 
in  Mother  Wells's  Workfliop  ;  and  confequently  not 
robbed  in  her  Houfe  ?  to  which  FaCts  £he  had  pofi- 
tively  fworn  ? 

Could  fhe  have  accidentally  miftaken  a  Room  wherein 
flie  had  refided  alone  for  twenty-eight  Days,  the  Con- 
tents of  which  Room  were  not  more  remarkable  for 
their  Number  than  their  Oddity  ? 

Was  it  poffible  fhe  could  forget  the  Manner  of 
her  Efcape,  or  the  Window  out  of  which  fhe  made 
her  Efcape  ?  Could  fhe  miftake  the  Quantity  of  her 
Bread,  or  the  Confumption  of  her  Water  ? — The 
Falfehood  of  her  Teftimonies  to  thefe  Fads  was 
clearly  proved,  partly  by  herfelf,  and  partly  by  the 
uncontradicted  Oaths  of  many  other  Perfons :  What 
further  Proofs  were  neceflary  to  conviCt  her  of  the 
Wilful  Perjury  fhe  flood  charged  with  in  the 
Indiftment. 

Let  the  Length  of  this  apologize  for  its  Incohe- 
rences ;  but  before  I  conclude,  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper to  take  Notice  of  the  fubfequent  TranfaCtions 
at  the  Old  Bailey. 

After  the  VerdiCl  againft  the  Girl  was  brought 
in,  the  Court  adjourned  to  Monday  the  13th  of  May. 
The  general  Bufinefs  being  done,  Canning,  among 
other  Prifoners,  was  called  to  the  Bar,  to  fhew  Caufe 
why  Sentence  fhould  not  be  pafled  againft  her; 
upon  which,  one  of  her  Council  told  the  Court  that 
he  had  fome  Matter  to  move  in  Arreft  of  Judgment, 
but  was  not  then  prepared  to  fpeak  it  \  whereupon 

it 
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it  was  ordered  to  be  argued  on  the  firfl:  Day  of  the 
next  Seffions. 

This  Evening  the  Infolence  of  the  Mob  was  ex- 
preffed  in  a  molt  unparallelled  Manner ;  as  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  Recorder,  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne>  and  ano- 
ther Alderman,  were  driving  through  the  Seffions- 
Honfe  Yard)  an  univerfal  Hifs  proceeded  from  the 
Multitude  there  affembled  \  the  Recorder  attempted, 
by  fpeaking  to  them,  to  have  lupprefled  the  prevail- 
ing Tumult  ;  but  fo  far  from  being  regarded,  fe- 
veral  that  appeared  their  Leaders  fhook  their  Fifts 

at  the  Coach,  repeatedly  crying  out,  D  n  you 

all.  -What  is  to  become  of  our  Laws,  if  the 
Magiftracy  are  to  be  thus  infulted  with  Impu- 
nity.*-*—However,  the  next  Day,  an  Advertife- 
ment  from  the  Court  of  Aldermen  appeared,  expref. 
fmg  their  Refentment  at  thefe  Outrages,  and  offer- 
ing a  Reward  for  the  apprehending  any  of  thefe  Vio- 
lators of  the  Publick  Peace. 

I  muft  obferve  to  you,  that  the  double  Verdift  * 
that  was  brought  in,  helped  to  fupport  the  Spirits  of 
thofe  who  were  difappointed  by.  Cannings  Convic- 
tion ;  and  they  were  ftill  further  encouraged  by 
two  of  the  Jurymen's,  not  only  publickly  ex  prelim  g 
their  Diffatisfadiion  of  their  Verdidi,  but  folemnly 
difavowing  it  by  Affidavits.  The  Occafion  of  this 
double  Verdidi  has  been  related  to  me  in  the  follow- 
ing Manner  that  the  whole  Jury  perfectly  con- 
curred, in  Opinion,  of  the  Girl's  having  fvvorn  falfely* 
but  two  of  them,  (whofe  Names,  I  think,  are  Proome 
and  Ruffiel,  Gentlemen,  who,  it  is  faid,  are  not 
diftinguiftied  for*  a  remarkable  Depth  of  Difcern- 
ment)  were  not  willing  to  believe  her  having  fo 
N  3  fworn 
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fworn  was  wilful  or  corrupt,  and  therefore  infifted  oft 
having  their  Verdict  fo  returned  :  The  other  Ten, 
though  thoroughly  fatislied  of  tire  Girl's  Guilt, 
agreed  to  make  a  Return,  they  were  fenfible  could 
not  be  received,  upon  a  Promife  from  the  other  two, 
that  if  -  it  was  refufed,  they  would  agree  with  them 
to  find  her  Guilty,  for  to  acquit  her  they  could  by 
170  Means  confent. — -This  was  mutually  acquiefced 
in,  and  the  firft  Verdidt  was  accordingly  brought 
in,  and  rejected,  upon  which  they  retired  again, 
and  in  a  very  little  Time  brought  her  in  Guilty, 
with  a  Recommendation  to  Mercy.  Whether  the 
popular  Clamours,  or  any  Thing  that  was  faid  in 
Court,. caufed  this  Recommendation  in  herFavoury 
I  cannot  take  upon  myfelf  to  determine,  both  have 
been  affigned  as  Reafons  for  it. 

Thurfday,  May  30.  Being  the  firft  Day  of  the 
Sefiions,  this  Affair  came  on  to  be  argued  ;  that 
Bench  has  not  been  remembered  fo  auguftly  filled  for 
many  Years :  Befides  the  Lord-Mayor  and  Recorder, 
there  were  five  fudges  ;  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Wills,  Mr.  Juftice  Dennifon,  Mr.  Juftice  Clive,  the 
Barons  Legge  and  Smith,  and  no  lefs  than  nine  or 
ten  Aldermen.  —  One  of  his  Majefty's  Council 
was  brought  down  in  favour  of  Canning. — His  Ar- 
guments tended  to  a  Motion  for  a  new  Trial,  and 
were  principally  founded  upon  the  Affidavits  of  the 
two  Jurymen  who  had  diffented  from  their  Brethren, 
—Nine  of  the  Jury  who  had  been  upon  the  Girl's 
Trial  voluntarily  appeared  in  Court,  and  however 
doubtful  they  might  have  left  their  Opinion  before, 
they  now  fully  explained  what  they  thought  of  this 
Matter  -s  every  one  of  them  feparately  declared  his  Satis- 
faction 
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faction  in  their  laft  Verdict,  in  the  moft  folemn  Man- 
ner, and  Two  of  them  anfwered  for  the  Concur- 
rence of  the  Tenth,  in  the  fame  Way  of  thinking: 
The  two  Diffentients  likewife  gave  their  Sentiments. 
•—The  Judges,  who  had  attended  on  that  Occafion, 
alfo  expreffed  the  higheft  Approbation  of  the  Ver- 
dict ;  after  which  the  whole  Court  gave  their  feveral 
Opinions,  and  were  unanimous  in  rejecting  the  Mo- 
tion.— It  was  particularly  urged,  that  if  new  Trials 
were  to  be  granted,  becaufe  one  or  two  of  the  Jury- 
men fliould  be  prevailed  on  a  Day  or  two  afterwards, 
through  Weaknefs  or  Wickednefs,  to  retract  the 
Verdict  they  had  given  ;  Juries,  the  nobleft  Barrier 
of  Engli/h  Liberty,  would  ibon  become  of  no  Effect ; 
that  there  would  be  no  End  of  Trials,  as  it  might 
be  always  poffibleto  pick  out  perhaps  one  or  two  Men 
in  twelve,  whofe  Understandings  might  be  impofed 
on,  or  whofe  Hearts  might  be  corrupted  :  That  the 
Time  for  thefe  Gentlemen  to  have  expreffed  their 
Difapprobation  of  the  Verdict  was  when  it  was 
brought  into  Court,  if  they  had  fo  done  due  Regard 
would  have  been  paid  to  their  Opinions,  nor  would 
the  Verdict  have  been  received  without  their  joint 
Concurrence,  but  that  their  Silence  at  that  Time, 
could  not  but  be  deemed  a  Proof  of  their  Affent, 
however  they  might  think  fit,  or  be  perfuaded  to 
alter  their  Opinions  afterwards. 

This  Point  being  fettled,  the  Council  for  the 
Profecution  demanded  Judgment  againft  the  Defen- 
dant, which  occafioned  the  moft  extraordinary  De- 
bate, that  perhaps  ever  appeared  in  a  Court  of  Ju^ 
dicature  \  it  was  put  to  the  Vote,  what  Punifhment 
fliould  be  inflicted  on  a  Perfon  convicted  of  a  Crime 
as  dangerous  to  Society,  as  any  that  can  be  perpe- 
N  4  crated : 
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trated  :  One  Month's  Imprifonment,  and  feven 
Years  Tranfportation,  was  thought  by  the  Majority 
no  more  than  adequate  to  the  Offence  the  Girl  had 
been  guilty  of  ;  but  there  were  fome  who  were  for 
mitigating  even  this  :  A  Gentleman,  whofe  Services 
to  the  Community,  have  done  great  Honour  to  him- 
felf,  was  pleafed  to  think  a  fmall  Fine  and  fix  Months 
Imprifonment  fufficient ;  the  Reafons  he  gave  were 
grounded  upon  the  two  Verdidis;  which,  he  obferved, 
implied  a  Sort  of  Doubt  of  her  Guilt ;  the  fame  Ar- 
gument had  before  been  made  Ufe  of  by  her  Council, 
and  would  have  been  plaufible,  had  not  the  Jury  fo 
fully  explained  their  Sentiments. — My  Refpe£t  for 
thofe  Gentlemen  who  were  for  the  milder  Punifh- 
ment  obliges  me  to  conceal  their  Names,  and  I 
iaiow  there  are  among  them,  thofe  who  have  always 

commanded  your  Efteem  :  There  were  for  her 

.being  tranfported,  the  Lord-Mayor,  the  five  Judges, 
the  Recorder,  Alderman  Dickenfon  and  Alderman 
Janjfen.—  The  Queftion  was  carried  but  by  one 
Vote  :  The  firft  Inftance  that  perhaps  is  to  be  met 
with,  either  in  Books,  or  among  Men,  of  an  Affair 
of  this  Sort  having  been  canvaffed  in  this  Manner. — 
Have  there  not  been  Times  when  fuch  a  Precedent 
might  have  been  dangerous. 

And  now,  Sir,  let  me  take  my  Leave  of  you  for 
the  prefent ;  you  cannot  complain  that  I  have  been 
{paring  of  Paper,  but  I  cannot  anfwer,  how  far  the 
Contents  will  entertain  you  ;  take  it,  and  be  affured 
whatever  Ufe  you  are  pleafed  to  put  it  to,  you  will 
not  affront, 

Tour  very  Humble  Servant, 

London , 
June  8,  1754. 

%  %  -#  ## 

LET- 
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LET  T  E  R  XVI. 

THIS  is,  dear  Sir,  in  Confequence  of  the 
Promife  you  extorted  from  me  in  Your's 
of  the  23d  of  laft  Inftant  ;  but  take  Notice,  that 
from  this  Time  forward,  you  will  hear  no  more 
from  me  concerning  Elizabeth  Canning ;  you  may 
judge,  by  the  Size  of  the  Packet,  in  which  this  is 
enclofed,  that  I  am  furnifhed  with  Matter  enough  ; 
but  believe  me  I  have  neither  Time  nor  Inclination 
to  comment  upon  all  the  Publications  I  fend  to  you  : 
The  Stationer  and  the  Printer  may  have  got  by  this 
Story  ;  befides  whom  I  believe  it  may  befafely  faid> 
that  no-body  elfe  has  profited,  except  fueh  as  I 
would  never  choofe  to  have  any  Dealings  with,  and 
therefore  had  forgot,  I  mean  the  Lawyer it  is 
pretty  clear  they  have  been  no  Lofers. 

So  much  by  way  of  Preface,  now  to  divide  my 
Epiftle  methodically  ;  1/?,  I  fhall  acquaint  you  with 
the  extra  Exceptions  to  the  Trial  \  2dfy>  I  (hall 
briefly  ftate  the  Replies  to  thofe  Exceptions  ;  ^dly^ 
I  fhall  confider  the  Ways  and  Means  employed  by 
Canning's  Friends  to  continue  the  Populace  on  their 
Side,  to  obtain  a  Reverfion  of  the  Sentence,  or,  fail- 
ing in  that,  to  convert  the  intended  Puniftiment  into 
a  Reward  ;  and  ^.tbfy,  1  fhall  conclude  with  fome 
Inferences,    and  a  general  Recapitulation  of  the 

Whole.  It  is  indifferent  to  me  how  you  like  my 

Plan,  I  am  fure  you  will  read  my  Letttcr, 

N  5  j  The 
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The  firft,  and  fecond  of  thefe  Heads  fo  neceflarily 
coincide  with  each  other,  that  they  may  not,,  impro- 
perly, be  considered  together/  One  Objeftion  made 
to  the  Equity  of  the  Trial,  is  that  on  the  Part  of 
the  Profecution,  fuch  Evidence  as  had  a  Tendency 
to  ferve  the  Defendant  was  unfairly  ftifled  :  Inftances 
of  which  are  alledged  in  the  not  examining  Lucy  Squires 
and  Virtue  Hall ;  the  Former  of  thefe  has  been  taken 
Notice  of  before  *  ;  and  as  to  the  Latter,  her  being 
examined  was  indeed  urged  by  the  Council  for  the 
Defendant  ;  nor,  was  it  oppofed,  on  the  other 
Side,  but  for  a  Reafon  which  the  Court  approved, 
and  themfelves  admitted  a  good  one;  becaufe  (he  was 
an  incompetent  Witnefs  ;  and  that  queftioning  her 
upon  Oath  would  be  contrary  to  Law ;  feeing  her 
Teftimony,  in  whofe  ever  Favour  it  fhould  turn, 
could  have  no  Weight,  nor  demand  any  Sort  of 
Credit ;  and  that  the  examining  her  upon  Oath 
was  illegal,  for  if  {he  contradi£ted,  what  fhe  had 
before  fworn,  fhe  would  become  her  own  Accu- 
fer  (which  is  not  required  or  expe&ed  from  any 
Body)  and  would  thereby  fubje£t  herfelf  to  the  Pains 
and  Penalties  of  Perjury  ;  the  Cafe  of  the  famous 
Titus  Oates  was  cited  in  Support  of  this  Argument. 

—  At  the  fame  Time  it  was  obferved,  that  fhe 

was  prefent  in  Court,  and  that  if  any  Ufe  could  be 
made  of  her  in  favour  of  the  Defendant,  her  Coun- 
cil were  at  Liberty  to  afk  her  any  Queftions  ;  this 
is  as  near  as  I  can  recolle£t  the  true  State  of  the 
Fa£l;  neverthelefs,  we  hear  it  daily  afked,  why 
was  fhe  not  examined  !  They  infmuate  that  this  is  a 
Omiffion  proceeded  from  Fear  that  flie  would  have 
retraced  her  Recantation,  and  have  betrayed  Sir 
Crifp  Gafcoyne — Nay,  it  was  conftantly  and  pofitively 


f  See  above,  Page  245, 
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aflerted,  that  flie  had  already  done  fo  ;  tut  for  the 
Truth  of  thefe  Affertions,  or  the  Probability  of  thefe 
Suggeftions,  be  pleafed  to  refer  to  the  TranfadHons 
at  Chefbunt  Work-houfe  ** — Did  Hall's  Behaviour 
there,  on  an  Examination  for  twelve  Hours,  afford 
thefe  Gentlemen  any  Profpect,  that  what  fhe  would 
fay  at  the  Old-Bailey,  could  be  of  any  Advantage 
to  their  Caufe  ? 

An  Exception  is  alfo  taken  to  the  Infufficience  of 
the  Evidence,  becaufe  it  was  not  proved  where  fhe 
was  during  the  Month  of  the  Invifibility  : — It  was 
not  neceffary,  every  Thing  requifite  to  convict  her 
of  the  Offence  fhe  was  charged  with  was  very  fully- 
proved.  But,  fay  they,  Mr.  Ford  has  often  and 
publickly  reported  that  he  knew  where  Jhe  was  during 
that  Time,  and  that  he  would  prove  where  Jhe  had 
been  Day  by  Day. — He  may  have  faid  fb,  and  therein 
may  have  afferted  a  Falfehood,  by  pretending  to 
know  more  than  he  really  did  or  could  know  :  And 
what  then  ?  Does  Mr.  Ford's  Vanity  in  the  leaft 
extenuate  Canning's  Guilt,  or  his  having  told  an 
Untruth,  render  her  more  Innocent  ?  The  Fact  can- 
not be  affected  by  any  Thing,  he,  or  Sir  Crifp  Gaf* 
coyne,  or  an  hundred  others  may  have  advanced  con- 
cerning it;  at  leaft  forty  People  muft  be  proved  perjur'd 
before  that  Can  be  deftroyed. — Befides,  the  Objec- 
tion is  in  itfelf  abfurd  ;  fuppofe  you  were  accufed 
of  a  Robbery,  would  you  think  it  neceffary,  in  Sup- 
port of  your  own  Innocence,  to  prove  the  Accufer 
had  not  been  robbed  at  all :  Or  fuppofe  any  Body 
was  to  fwear  he  or  fhe  had  been  confined  in  your 
Hall  for  a  Month,  fed  no  better  than  Canning  pre- 
tends to  have  been  fed,  and  that  no  one,  in  all  that 

Time, 

*  See  above,  P.  144,  {jfa, 
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Time,  ever  faw  him  or  come  near  him  ;  fuppofe 
the  Perfon  fo  fwearing  to  be  indidted  for  Perjury  ; 
and  that,  upon  the  Trial,  all  your  Servants,  and 
Vifitors,  fhould  depofe,  that  one  or  more  of  them 
were  every  Day  in  that  Hall,  and  that  they  never 
faw  any  Body  there  ;  would  not  fuch  Evidence  be 
deemed  fufficient  to  convift  that  Perfon  of  Per- 
jury ?  Or  would  it  be  incumbent  on  you  to  prove 
where  that  Perfon  really  was  during  that  Month  ? 
The  Suggeftion  is  too  ridiculous  to  deferve  any 
Weight.— Wherever  Canning  was,  whether  with 
Friends,  or  Enemies,  (the  former  is  indeed  the  moft 
probable)  the  Detection  of  her  Abode  is  impoffible, 
but  by  thofe  who  were  privy  to  her  Concealment ; 
if,  where  fhe  had  been  really  ill-ufed,  it  is  not  to 
be  imagined  the  Malefactors  would  betray  them- 
felves ;  if  with  Friends,  they  will  not  difcover 
where  fhe  was,  and  No-body  elfe  can. — The  Poffi- 
bility  of  a  Concealment  is  evident  in  that  thofe  who 
interefted  themfelves  in  Favour  of  this  Girl  had  the 
Addrefs  to  hide  her  for  feveral  Months,  even  when 
the  moft  vigilant  Searches  were  making  after  her ; 
how  much  eafier  might  fhe  be  concealed  for  a  Month, 
when  No-body  troubled  their  Head  about  her  ? 

The  third  Head  naturally  brings  the  literary  Pro- 
ductions this  Subject  has  given  Rife  to,  under  Con- 
fideration.  Here  the  Part  Mr.  Fielding  has  afted  in 
this  Drama  cannot  but  prefent  itfelf  to  your  Me- 
mory :  How  far  his  Conduce  was  confiftent  with  the 
Nature  and  Oath  of  his  Office  yourfelf  may  judge, 
by  the  Perufal  of  the  Oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by 
every  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  upon  their  Admiflion  to 
the  Magiftracy :  It  was  new  to  me,  till  the  other 
Day,  I  met  with  it  accidentally,  turning  over  Dalton^ 
when*  I  own,  it  ftruck  me  immediately  5  upon  a 
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Preemption,  it  may  be  as  little  known  to  you,  I 
have  tranfcribed  it  *. 

But 

*  The  Oath   of  Office  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace  —  DaltonV 
Country  Juftice,  Cap,  4. 

Ye  fhall  fwear  that,  as  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
County  of  ,  in  all  Articles  of  the  King's 

Commiffion  to  you  di.ecled,  you  fhall  do  equal  Right 
to  the  Poor  and  to  the  Rich,  after  your  Cunning,  Wit, 
and  Power,  and  after  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the 
Realm,  and  Statutes  thereof  made  :  And  you  fhall  not  be 
tf  Counfel  of  any  Quarrel  hanging  before  you:  And  that 
ye  hold  your  Seffions  after  the  Form  of  the  Statutes 
thereof  made:  And  the  Liu  es,  Fines,  and  Amerfements 
that  fhall  happen  to  be  made,  and  all  Forfeitures  which 
fhall  fall  before  you,  ye  fhall  caufe  to  be  entred  without 
any  Concealment  (or  Imbezzling)  and  truly  fend  them 
to  the  King's  Exchequer :  Ye  foall  not  Let,  for  Gift  or 
other  Caufe,  but  well  , and  truly  you  fhall  do  your  Office 
of  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in  that  Behalf.  And  that  you 
take  nothing  for  your  Office  of  Juftice  of  the  Peace  to  be 
done,  but  of  the  King,  and  Fees  accuflomed,  and  Colts 
limited  by  the  Statute  :  And  ye  fhall  not  dired,  nor  caufe 
to  be  dire£ted,  any  Warrant  (by  you  to  be  made)  to  the 
Parties  ;  but  ye  Jhall  direSl  them  to  the  Bailiffs  of  the  faid 
County,  or  other  the  King's  Officers  or  Mini/lets,  or  other 
indifferent  Perfon,  to  do  Execution  thereof. 

So  help  you  God. 

The  Parts  of  this  Oath  are  fhortly  fix  ;  among  which 
it  is  fpecined,  that  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  Jhall  not  be  of 
Counjel  in  any  Profecution,  or  other  Matter,  depending 
before  him  . — That  they  take  nothing  for  doing  their 
Office,  but  of  the  King,  and  the  accuflomed  Fees  ap- 
pointed by  the  Statutes. — That  they  fhall  not  dire  SI  any 
their  Warrants^  but  to  the  Bailiffs  of  the  County,  or 
other  the  King's  Officers,  or  to  other  indifferent  Perfons. 


Gentleman  at  prefent,  is  from  a  Paflage  in  his  Pam- 
phlet, wherein  he  obferves,  that  "  To  refort  to  the 
cc  Publick  by  inflammatory  Libels  agaihft  the  Juftice 
<c  of  the  Nation,  to  eftablifh  aj&ind  of  Court  of  Ap- 
"  pea]  from  this  Juftice  in  the  Bookfei!u\  S&ipp,  to 
"  re-examine  in  News-papers  and  Pamphlets  the 
c<  Merits  of  Caufes,  which,  after  a  fair  and  legal 
"  Trial,  have  already  received  the  folemn  Deter- 
4C  ruination  of  a  Court  cf  Judicature,  tp  arraign  the 
<c  Conduct  of  Magiftrates*  of  Juries,  and  even 
cc  Judges,  an^  this  even  with  the  moft  profligate  In- 
"  decency,  are  the  Effects  of  a  Licentioufnefs  which 
iC  no  Government,  jealous  of  its  own  Honour,  or 
cc  indeed  provident  of  its  own  Safety,  will  ever  in- 
<c  dulge  or.fubmit  to*."  The  Obfervation  is  juft, 
and  undoubtedly  as  applicable  fince  the  Trial  of 
Canning,  as  after  the  Convi&ion  of  Squires. — At 
the  Time  this  RefledHon  was  made,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber any  Thing  having  been  publifhed  relative 
to  the  Affair,  except  what  appeared  in  the  Infpeflorf. 
It  has  been  faid  that  Infpiration  fometimes  fucceedsa 
a  Declenfion  of  the  intelle&ual  Faculties  ;  perhaps 
the  Spirit  of  Prophecy  had  feized  Mr.  Fielding,  when 
thefe  Reflections  occurred  to  him,  and  he  intended 
them  as  Premonitions  to  his  then  Clients ;  for  look 
over  the  Load  of  printed  Lumber  that  accompanies 
this,  and  you  will  immediately  perceive  the  Time  is 
come  when  they  were  necefTary  :  You  will  there  find 
the  Conduct  of  Magiftrates  arraigned,  the  Honefty 
of  a  Jury  impeached,   and  even  the  Integrity  of 


*  Clear  State,  Page  5.      f  See  above,  P.  38,  fclV. 


C  279  ] 

the  folemn  Decifion  of  a  Court  of  Judicature;  and 
that  Opinion  obtained  by  a*  Mifreprefentation  of 
Fa£ls  ;  I  mean  in  the  Queries  propofed  to  Sollom 
Emlyn^  Efq;  which,  after  having  been  privately  di- 
ftributed  for  a  Day  or  two,  appeared  publickly  in  a 
News-paper  *  as  early  as  the  14th  of  May.' — Take 
Notice  of  the  firft  Query:  "  Is  not  E.  C.  furren- 
<c  dring  herfelf  voluntarily,  when  (he  had  nothing  to 
ct  lofe  by  going  away,  an  Argument  of  her  Inno- 
V  cence  She  did  not  voluntarily  furrender  :  It  has 
been  publickly  acknowledged,  that  jhe  would  have 
been  rendred  Infamous  Outlawry,  unlefs 

Jhe  had  confented  to  appear  f ;  And  though  fhe  had 
nothing  to  lofe^  her  Abettors  had  their  Reputations  at 
Stake,  and  rnuft  have  partaken  of  the  Infamy :  She 
had  nothing  to  lofe  by  going  away  ;  nor  h:\d  fhe  any 
Thing  to  fear,  even  though  {he  fliould  be  convi£led : 
The  Ignominy  was  equal  in  both  Cafes,  except  that, 
by  her  Surrender  andConvi£tion,  the  Burthen  became 
all  her  own, — The  Confequences  of  her  appearing 
were,  in  Reality,  lefs  dreadful  than  of  her  being  cori*- 
cealed :  Had  fhe  chofe  the  latter,  nothing  lefs  than 
a  perpetual  Exile  could  have  fecured  her  from  the 
Refentment  of  the  Law ;  on  the  contrary,  her  Pu- 
nifhment  could  be  only  temporary  by  her  Convic- 
tion, which  fhe  had  Reafon  to  promife  herfelf,  from 
the  Intereft  and  Affiduity  of  her  Friends,  could  not 
happen  :  But,  in  fhort,  reafoning  upon  this  Subjeft 
is  unneceffary,  the  Story  taken  together  ftrongly  in- 
timates that  fhe'was  only  the  Puppet^  Somebody  elfe 
had  the  Dire£lion  of  the  Wire. 

Shiery  2.  "  Is  it  agreeable  to  Law,  that  a  Jury 
w  once  charged  with  the  Evidence,  may  be  per- 

•c  mitted 
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<c  mitted  to  go  at  large,  before  they  have  delivered 

"  in  their  Verdi£t  t"  Was  the  propofing  this 

defigned  to  miflead  the  Gentleman  whofe  Opinion 
was  afked,  or  with  a  View  of  making  the  People 
without  Doors  believe  that  the  Court  exercifed  an 
unaccuftomed  A£t  of  Power,  in  permitting  the  fe- 
vera-1  Adjournments  ?  The  Difingenuity  of  the  Que- 
ftion  is  manifeft  from  this,  that  the  Council  for  the 
Defendant  concured,  without  Oppofition,  in  the 
Propofal  for  thefe  Adjournments,  which  Propofal 
came  immediately  from  the  Court. — Thefe  Speci- 
mens are  fufficient  to  fhew  how  this  Opinion  was 
procured  ;  to  which  may  be  added,  that  the  Publi- 
cation of  it  was  as  unfair  as  the  Manner  of  its  being 
obtained. 

But  the  moft  barefaced  Attempt  to  impofe  on  the 
Underftandings  of  the  Publick  that,  perhaps,  was 
ever  put  in  Practice,  is  the  Publication  of  two  large 
Sheets  of  Paper,  clofely  printed,  and  entitled,  The 
Cafe  of  Elizabeth  Canning :  You  will  immediately 
upon  looking  into  them  dilcoverthat  they  are  nought 
elfe  than  the  Inftru&ions  intended  for  the  Ufe  of 
their  Council ;  but,  as  it  may  reafonably  be  pre- 
fumed,  with  fome  Alterations,  feeing  there  are 
omitted  in  it  the  Names  of  feveral  Witneffes  who 
were  examined,  and  there  are  inferred  the  Affidavits 
and  Names  of  others  who  were  never  called,  and 
who  I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  they  dare  not  call ; 
I  will  only  point  out  one  to  you. 

Charles  Dickinson,  of  Chejhunt,  Hufband- 
man  and  Shepherd^  "  Saith,  that  having  fome 
"  Time  before  Cbrlftmas^  1752,  bought  a  Dog  to 
f}  look  after  Sheep,  of  John  Hozvet^  the  Son  of  £#- 

fannah  Wdh^  and  the  Dog  being  accuftomed  to 

<!i  her 
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ce  her  Houfe,  he,  the  faid  Charles  Dickinfon,  on  the 
cv  15th  of  January i  1753,  New  Stile,  about  two  or 
"  three  in  the  Afternoon,  went  into  the  Houfe  of 
ft  Sufannah  Wells,  to  look  for  his  Dog,  and  itfnow- 
<c  ing  very  hard,  and  being  very  ftormy  Weather, 
<c  he  fat  down  in  the  Room  on  the  Right-hand 
u  going  into  the  faid  Houfe,  for  about  a  Quarter  of 
"  an  Hour,  to  flielter  himfelf  from  the  Inclemency 
<c  of  the  Weather  ;  during  which  Time  Judith 
<c  Natus,  who  was  fitting  in  the  fame  Room  near 
U  him,  got  up,  and  opened  a  Door  leading  to  a 
<c  Room  up  Stairs,  and  to  which  Room  there  is  no 
cc  Door,  except  that  at  the  Bottom  of  the  faid 
Stairs,  That  while  the  faid  Door  was  open,  vi%* 
<€  about  the  Space  of  a  Minute,  he  hearing  fome- 
<€  thing  in  the  Room,  looked  up,  and  faw  a  Woman 
<c  in  the  faid  Room,  (her  Back  being  turned  to  him) 
<c  fhuffling  about  as  if  flie  was  very  cold  and  weak, 
<c  and  in  a  ragged  Condition,  with  no  Gown  on,  only 
16  a  Petticoat,  and  fomething  dirty  over  her  Shoulders. 
cc  That  the  faid  Judith  Natus,  without  faying  any 
*f  Thing,  fhut  the  Door,  and  Sarah  Howet,  Daugh- 
u  ter  of  Sufannah  Wells,  afked  Judith  Natus  what 
<c  was  the  Matter;  upon  which  Judith  Natus  an- 
"  fwered,  it  was  that  Bitch  above  Stairs.  That  he 
cc  the  more  particularly  remembers  the  Day  of  the 
"  Month,  by  Reafon  his  Matter,  Mr.  John  Allen^ 
"  having  one  of  the  Sheep,  which  he,  Dickinfon, 
"  looked  after,  lambed  that  fame  Day;  that  he 
<c  carried  the  Lamb  Home  to  his  Matter's  Houfe, 
"  and  then  went  back  and  fetched  the  Sheep  Home 
M  in  a  Cart.  That  being  near  Wells's  Houfe  when 
cc  the  Defendant  went  down  there  a  Fortnight  after, 
"  or  thereabouts,  with  her  Friends,  and  at  that 
if  Time  hearing  of  the  cruel  Treatment  which  fee 

"  received 
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*  received  at  the  faid  Houfe,  he  then  recolle&ed 
"  the  TranfacStion  aforefaid,  and. the  Time  of  feeing 
"  the  fame.  That  he  apprehends  and  verily  be- 
* 4  lieves  the  Per/on  be  faw  in  the  faid  Room,  on  the 
"  faid  i$tb  of  January,  upon  the  divers  Circwnflances 
<c  which  be  faw,  and  has  heard  from  Time  to  Time, 
"  was  the  Defendant.  That  he  having  heard  but 
<fi  little  of  her- Affair  fince,  until  (at  the  Time  of 
"  making  his  Affidavit)  very  lately,  he  apprehended 
<c  it  was  all  over,  which  was  the  fole  Reafon  of  his 
c*  not  mentioning,  or  declaring,  what  he  knew  of 
"  the  Matter,  which  otherwife  he  would  have  done. 
<c  That  having  been  for  fome  Time,  and  conti- 
<€  nuing  to  be,  violently  affli&ed  with  a  Fever  and  a 
M  fore  Leg,  and  apprehending  he  fliould  die  foon, 
<€  and  that  what  he  knew  might  be  of  fome  Service 
44  to  the  Defendant  upon  her  Trial,  was  very  un- 
"  eafy  in  his  Mind,  fearing  to  die  before  the  fame 
iC  was  declared,  he  told  the  Whole,  as  he  then  de- 
u  clared  it,  to  Mrs.  Headland,  defiring  the  fame 
"  might  be  made  known  to  fome  of  the  Defend- 

ant's  Friends,  before  he  died.  That  he  then, 
u  and  at  the  Time  of  making  his  Affidavit,  declared 
<c  the  fame  of  his  own  Free-will,  without  being  ap- 

plied  to,  by  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  for  that  Pur- 
€c  pofe,  or  was  prevailed  upon  or  induced  fo  to  do, 
"  in  any  Manner  whatfoever." 

Would  thefe  People,  who  were  continually  catch- 
ing at  Straws,  have  neglected  calling  fb  material  a 
Witnefs,  if  they  could  have  ventured  to  have  fub- 
je&ed  him  to  a  judicial  Examination  ;  neverthelefs, 
as  this  Affidavit  has  appeared  in  different  Editions  *, 

and 
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and  Credit  has  been  given  to  it,  it  is  neceflary  there- 
fore the  World  fhould  know  that  it  could  have  been 
fully|falfified.~ 

One  more  Remark  upon  thefe  two  Sheets,  and  I 
(hall  have  done  with  them  :  "You  muft  obferve  that 
they  do  not  tell  you  the  Name  of  the  Perfon  with 
whom  this  Girl  firft  lived  as  a  Servant ;  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  imagine  they  were  not  acquainted  with 
it  ;  why  therefore  was  this  Name  omitted,  and  thofe 
of  her  two  fubfequent  Services  (Wintlebury  and 
Lyon )  inferted  ?  Though  they  have  not  chofe  tohn- 
form  you,  I  will,  and  of  the  Reafon  of  that 
Omiffion  :  Supply  the  Blank  with  the  Name  of 
Ridgezvay,  a  Perfon  of  as  much  Reputation  as  either 
of  her  Succeeding  'Msrffer's,  and  account  for  the 
Omiffion,  by  her  nofcj  having  behaved  fo  well  as  to 
entitle  her  to  the  fame  favourable  Opinion  from  her 
firft  Service,  as  from  the  two  laft. 

Note,  Thefe  Sheets  were  not  openly  publiflied, 
they  were  not  fold,  but  privately  diftributed  ;  the 
Penny -poft  was  the  Means  of  Conveyance,  whereby 
every  diftinguiflied  Coffee-houfe  was  furniflied  with 
them  ;  the  Defign  of  them  cannot  efcape  the  Dif- 
cernment  of  every  one  who  can  think ;  they  were 
plainly  intended  to  miflead  the  more  incurious 
Reader,  and  to  make  him  believe  thefe  People  had 
really  /worn  to  Fa£ts,  which  they  had  only  promifed 
to  fwear  to,  and  which,  when  they  came  to  the 
Trial,  very  few  of  them  were  able  to  fupport. 

It  was  mentioned  in  an  Evening  Paper  *,  that  one 
Elizabeth  Knot,  convicted  of  a  Felony  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  had  appeared  as  a  Witnefs  in  Behalf  of  Can- 
ning, this  gave  great  Offence,  and  you  will  find  it 

furnifh 

*  In  the  Wbite-hall  Evening,  June  l ,  and  in  the 
London  Daily  Aduertiferi  June  2. 
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furnifli  alongPaper*,  in  which,  among  other/Things, 
it  is  afferted  that  this  Woman,  fo  far  from  being 
examined  as  a  Witnefs,  was' neither  fubpcena'd,  or 
calfd,  or  intended  to  be  fubpcena'd,  or  called. — That 
this  Woman  was  called  or  examined  as  a  Witnefs  is 
certainly  falfe,  and  that  fhe  was  not  fubpoena'd  may 
be  true ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  it  is  equally  true  that 
her  Name  Hood  on  the  Lift  of  WitnelTes  delivered 
in  by  the  Agent  for  the  Defendant,  according  to  ;aa 
Order  of  the  Court  \  and  that  on  the  Evening  when 
the  Defence  was  opened, yfrt?  was  confined  in  the  fame 
Room  with  the  reft  of  the  Witneffes,  though  they 
thought  fit  to  difmifs  her  the  next  Day.  How 
trifling  is  the  Evafion  ! 

But  I  am  weary  of  wadi#g;^rough  Dirt ;  let  us 
juft  take  a  Review  of  the  Arguments  offered  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Girl's  Innocence  ;  which  may  be  re- 
duced to  thefe  Particulars  :  Firft,  That  Things  as 
ftrange  have  happened  heretofore :  And,  Secondly, 
The  Difference  between  the  moral  Characters  of  Can- 
ning, and  the  Perfonsfhe  accufed. — In  Support  of  the* 
firft,  Hiffory  has  been  confulted,  and  all  the  unac- 
countable Stories  that  have  been  reported  within  the 
two  laft  Centuries,  have  been  again  retailed;  but 
among  them,  it  has  not  been  thought  of  to  give  us 
the  Trial  of  that  remarkable  Impoftor,  Richard  Hath- 
away ^  to  which,  fome  Months  ago,  you  referred  me, 
and  whofe  Cafe  is  in  many  Things  greatly  analogous 
to  this  of  Cannings  f.  But  admit  the  Whole  of  her 
Tale  poffible,  we  cannot  be  obliged  to  believe  it, 
merely  becaufe  it  is  fo,  when  it  ftands  contradicted  by 
fuch  a  Chain  of  Evidence. — As  to  the  fecond  Particu- 
lar, 

*  Gazetteer June  4.  +  A. new  Edition  of  that 

Trial  was  faid  to  have  been  printing  fome  Time  ago. 


laiyl  fhall  only  obferve,  that  as  Canning's  Reputation 
was  not  called  in  Queftion  in  Court,  it  would  ill  be- 
come «ie  to  fay  any  Thing  to  it :  But  only  believe 
what  is  faid  of  her,  no  Pagan  Heroine,  or  Papal  Saint, 
was  ever  more  illuftrioufly  characterized. — Should  you 
but  give  yourfelf  the  Trouble  of  running  through  the 
Heap  of  Papers  you  receive  with  this,  you  will  find 
continual  Sprinklings  of  the  Lujlre  of  her  moral  Cba- 
raffer^  blameiefs^  amiable^  exemplary ',  and  the  like :  Who 
can  help  fmiling  to  fee  fuch  pretty  Expreilions,  and 
fo  many  perfwafive  Epithets,  employed  on  a  Wench^ 
who,  to  fay  the  beft  of  her,  was  never  in  the  whole 
Courfe  of  her  Life  till  now,  diftinguiflied  for  any 
Thing  remarkably  good  or  ///  :  Had  the  latter  been 
the  Cafe,  the  Story  muft  have  been  rejected  in  its 
Infancy  :  The  Argument  that  Nemo  repenie  fuit  tur- 
pijfimvs,  that  People  are  not  apt  fo  fuddenly  to  run  into 
the  Extremes  of  Vke^  ftands  contradicted  by  frequent 
Experience  :  We  had  a  late  Inftance  in  Mifs  Blandy, 
who,  with  as  fair,  but  a  more  elevated  Charadier,  and 
with  the  additional  Advantage  of  a  fuperior  Educa- 
tion, could  at  once  involve  herfelf  in  the  Guilt  of 
being  her  Father's  Murtherer.  In  fhort,  let  Cha- 
racter be  allowed  its  full  Weight,  that  alone  ought  not 
to  determine  either  the  Innocence  of  Cannings  or  the 
Guilt  of  Mary  Squires ;  and  in  Regard  to  the  latter, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that,  except  her  being  a  Gipfey, 
no  one  particular  Inftance  of  her  having  ever  be- 
haved amifs,  has  been  produced  againft  her  •>  a  ftrong 
Prefumption  that  nothing  criminal  might  be  laid  to  her 
Charge ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  afliduous  En- 
quiries have  been  made  after  her ;  and  could  any 
Thing  have  been  picked  out  that  might  have  placed 
her  or  her  Family  in  more  odious  Colours,  the  Pub- 
lick  would  certainly  have  been  informed  of  it  by 

thofe 
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thofe  who  have  all  along  feemed  fond  of  dealing  in 
Calumny ;  but  be  it  remembred,  that  Inve£Uves, 
however  they  may  incenfe  the  unthinking,  are  far 
from  convincing  the  more  reafonable  Part  of  Man- 
kind 3  to  fay  Mary  Squires  is  a  Gipfey,  all  Gipfies 
are  Rogues,  Whores,  and  Thieves,  therefore  Mary 
Squires  is  guilty  of  the  Offence  {he  is  charged  with 
by  Cannings  will  not  be  conclufive  to  thofe  who  can 
rand  are  willing  to  think  ;  they  will  judge  of  the 
Fadls  according  to  the  Proofs  that  are  brought  in 
Support  of  them,  which  muff:  be  acknowledged  the 
only  juft  Method  of  regulating  our  Decifions. 
!  Among  the  reft  of  the  Papers,  Sir  Crijp  Gafcoyne's 
Addrefs  to  the  Livery  of  London  is  too  confpicuous 
to  be  overlooked  :  Let  me  be  indulged  a  Word  or 
two  upon  it :  Neither  the  Prettinefs  of  the  Periods, 
nor  its  rhetorical  Beauties,  are  intended  to  fall  under 
my  Confideration ;  thofe  I  leave  to  more  refined 
Critics  :  The  Performance  would,  in  all  Probabi- 
lity, have  been  to  the  full  as  acceptable  to  its  Read- 
ers, had  the  Author  been  contented  With  their 
Approbation,  without  having  been  fo  liberal  of 
his  own  :  However,  it  muft  be  allowed  a  fair  and 
ample  Vindication  of  that  worthy  Magiftrate  :  For, 
does  it  not  appear  that  the  Proofs  he  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  relative  to  S quires9 s  Innocence  were 
ftrong,  clear,  and  convincing  ?  Was  any  Thing 
offered  to  him  to  invalidate  thofe  Proofs  by  Canning's 
Friends,  to  whom  he  candidly  produced  thefe  from 
Time  to  Time  ?  Were  not  thefe  fufficiently  ade- 
quate Motives  for  his  Interpofition  to  fave  the  Gip- 
fey's  Life  ?  The  Innocence  of  Squires  neceffarily  im- 
plied Guilt  in  Canning.  Is  it  not  as  much  the  Duty 
of  a  Magiftrate  to  deteft  and  punifli  the  Guilty,  as 
to  preferve  and  defend  the  helplefs  Innocent  ?  Did 

not 
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not  the  Prefumptions  againft  the  Girl"  amount  almofl 
to  a  Demonftration  of  her  being  perjured  ?  Would 
it  have  become  a  Lord-mayor  of  the  City  of  London 
to  have  wink'd  at  a  Perjury  (to  appearance)  wickedly 
intended,  and  which  had  like  to  have  been  fo  fatal, 
in  its  Confequences,  to  an  innocent  Perfon  ?  Were 
any  of  the  Prefumptions  againft  Ctf««/w£contradi£ted, 
or  attempted  to  be  contradicted,  by  her  Friends  ? 
Would  not  therefore  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoynes  Conduct  in 
bringing  this  Girl  to  a  Trial,  have  flood  approved, 

even  though  (he  had  been  acquitted  ?  To  this 

may  be  added,  that  whoever  properly  confiders  the 
Direflion  of  Mr.  Ford's  Letter,  To  the  Minister  of 
Abbotsbury,  whofe  very  Name,  it  appears,  was 
at  this  Time  unknown  to  him  by  whole  Orders  that 
Letter  was  wrote,  as  well  as  to  the  Writer;  and 
likewife  the  Date  of  the  fame  Letter,  Feb.  24,  1753, 
the  very  Day  oaa  which  Mary  Squires  was  convicted  ; 
I  fay  whoever  properly  confiders  thefe  Circumftances, 
muft  be  convinced  of  the  Bafenefs  and  Abfurdity  of 
that  Infmuation,  which  could  fuggeft  this  Enquiry 
to  have  been  fet  on  Foot  in  Confequence  of  any  Pre- 
concertion  or  Contrivance  ;  feeing  that  Direction 
and  Date  fufficiently  manifeft  this  Application  to  have 
come  unprompted,  unpremeditated  from  the  Lord- 
mayor,  and  that  it  was  equally  unfolicited  by,  and 
unexpe&ed  to,  Mary  Squires. — Neverthelefs,  great 
Offence  has  .been  taken  at  it,  and  the  very  next  Day 
we  were  informed  of  an  intended  Refutation  ;  in 
which,  it  is  reported,  we  are  to  be  furnifhed  with  a 
frefh  Supply  of  Affidavits  :  Will  it  not,  think  you, 
appear  a  ftrange  Undertaking,  to  endeavour  a  Refu- 
tation of  Facts  they  could  not-contrqvert  on  a  Trial, 
which  they  had  been  almoft  twelve  Months  pre- 
paring 
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paring  for,  and  which  Fa£ts  they  were  not  ignorant 
would  be  ttrg'd  againft  them. 

But  to  come  to  a  Conclufion :  Trace  this  Story 
from  one  End  to  the  other,  was  it  not  in  the  Be- 
ginning ftrange,  inconfiftent,  and  improbable  ? 
What  have  been  its  Supports  but  difguifed  Facts, 
and  falfe  Reprefentations  ?  Let  it  be  remembred 
in  what  Manner  the  Confeffion  of  Virtue  Hall 
was  extorted,  with  what  Rancour  the  Accufed  were 
profecuted,  how  their  Conviction  was  effected, 
how  the  Witnefies  that  fhould  have  appeared  to 
their  Defence  were  prevented  by  Violence,  and  furely 
it  muft  be  admitted,  that  a  mere  Defire  to  do  Juftice 
could  not  direct  Jfuch  Proceedings,  fimple  Truth 
could  not  ftand  in  Need  of  fuch  Aids. — Let  this 
Tranfa&ion  be  purfued  to  its  final  Period,  what 
unjuftifiable  Endeavours  were  ufed  to  ftifle  the 
opening  Difcovery  in  its  Birth  !  What  Loads  of 
Abufe  and  Calumny  were  daily  invented,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  difperfed  againft  all,  indifcriminately,  who 
really  were,  or  were  thought  to  be,  inftrumental  in 
making  or  promoting  this  Difcovery  !  What  Arti- 
fices were  made  ufe  of  to  delay,  what  Subterfuges  to 
elude,  the  Courfe  of  Juftice  !  How  was  Clarke  hur- 
ried from  Abbotjbury  to  London!  How  was  he  treated  ! 
How  was  he  confined  !  How  were  the  three  Weft 
Countrymen  profecuted  by  Perfons  who  themfelves 
knew  them  innocent  !  How  was  that  Profecution  de- 
ferted  !  Lajhy^  how  was  Canning  fecreted  from  the 
juft  Purfuit  of  the  Law  !  How  many  Months.,  even 
after  the  abfurd  Pretence  for  her  Secretion  no  longer 
fubfifted  !  Nor  was  at  laft  furrendered,  till  compell'd 
to  it  by  the  Apprehenlion  of  the  Infamy  that  was 
clofe  at  her  Heels;  Infamy  that  would  likewife  have 
refled'led  hard  upon  her  Upholders.    Let  all  thefe 

Circum- 
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Circumflances  have  their  proper  Weight,  are  they 
not  powerful  Indications  of  confcious  Guilt  ?  Unaf- 
fe£ted  Innocence  defpifes  all  little  Contrivances, 
does  not  refort  to  Slander  for  its  Support,  and  never 
fhuns  open  Daylight. 

Neverthelefs,  thefe  were  only  Preemptions ;  a 
Trial  was  necefiary'to  confirm  their  Truth  or  Faife- 
hood  ;  (he  has  had  one,  a  fair,  open,  and  candid 
Trial,  and  whoever  was  prefent  at  it,  or  that  fhall 
read  it  when  it  happens  to  be  publiflied  at  large  (for 
it  cannot  be  thought  that  the  Abftra£tl  havefent  you 
fhould  be  perfeft)  muft  be  convinc'd  that  the  Jury  did 
not  frnd  her  Guilty,  without  the  moft  clear  Proofs 
of  her  being  fo,  in  every  Refpeft — Yet  you  find  there 
are  fome  who  ftill  affe£i  to  believe  this  Girl  innocent, 
and  who  are  very  folicitous  to  infufe  the  fame  Belief 
into  others  :  I  have  faid  affected  to  believe,  and  I  muft 
think  it  only  Affectation  \  for  there  are  among  them 
fome  who  are  reputed  not  to  want  Underftanding  j 
and  could  they  but  get  rid  of  a  little  falfe  Pride, 
and  only  fubmit  to  acknowledge  they  are  not  in- 
fallible, what  has  ferv'd  to  convince  the  reft  of  the 
World  would,  in  all  Probability,  have  the  fame  Ef- 
fect upon  them. — We  have  an  old  Proverb,  "  There 
*c  are|  none  fo  blind  as  thofe  that  wlU  not  fee." 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Throne  for  a 
Reverfion  of  this  Sentence^,  and  it  has  been  rejected  ; 
but  fhehas  been  indulged  with  the  Liberty  of  being 
tranfported  in  a  private  Ship  :  How  this  Indulgence 
was  obtained  I  choofe  to  forget ;  may  there  never  be 
any  Occafion  to  remember  it. 

If  Laws  are  necelfary  for  the  Punifhment  of  Evil- 
doers, nothing  can  be  more  obvious  than  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  their  being  ftri&ly  carried  into  Execution  ; 
and  therefore,  whoever  attempts  to  pervert  the  Ends 
O  of 
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$f  Juftice,  by  changing  what  was  Intended  as  a 
Punifhment  into  a  Reward,  manifefts  the  higheft 
Disregard  to  the  Laws  of  his  Country. 

What  then  ftiall  be  faid  of  thofe  who  have  pre- 
fumed  to  open  publick  Subfcriptions  *,  to  alleviate  (as 
they  call  it)  the  Distresses  of  a  Perfon  under  the 
heavy  Sentence  of  Tranfportation  I 

What  are  thofe  Diftrefles  but  the  Punifhment  an- 
nounced againfl:  this  Girl  by  the  folemn  Sentence 
pf  a  Court  to  whom  the  higheft  Reverence  is  due, 
and  who  pronounced  that  Sentence  in  Confequence 
of  a  Convi&ion  by  her  Peers  ;  a  Convi&ion  too  of 
a  moft  enormous  and  encreafing  Crime,  for  which 
no  Puniftiment  can  be  too  heavy  ? 

What  are  the  Alleviations  intended,  and  in  De- 
fiance of  all  Magiftracy,  even  of  the  King  himfelf, 
avowed  r: — What,  but  to  place  the  Canvift  in  fuch 
a  Situation  Abroad,  which  (but  for  her  Guilt)  thofe 
born  in  higher  Stations,  and  who  have  a£ted  upon 
honefter  Principles,  might  juftly  envy  ? 

In  vain  will  it  be  urged  that  People  a£Ung  thus 
believe  her  innocent ;  that  Court,  who  judged  from 
better  Evidence  than  private  Men  can  poffibly  ob- 
p.iny  have  found  her  Guilty  ;  and  if  private  Opinion 

is 

*  Gazetteer f  June  26,  1754. 

To  the  P  U  B  L  I  C. 

Thofe  Perfons  who  are  inclined  to  contribute  towards 
alleviating  the  DiftreiTes  of 

ELIZABETH  CANNING, 

are  defired  to  leave  their  Charities  at  Mr  Goadbfs,  Sta- 
tioner, in  Stveeting's-alley,  near  the  Royal  Excharge  ;  and 
at  Mr.  Winbujh\>  the  Kings  Speech,  near  Gharhg-crofi ; 
where  Books  are  opened  for  that  Purpofe. 


I  *9 1  3 

is  to  juftify  Attempts  to  fcreen  Offenders  from  the 
Sentences  of  thofe  who  are  by  Law  appointed  our 
Judges,  no  Government  can  poffibly  long  fubfift. 

In  a  former  Letter  *  I  hinted  to  you  my  Opinion 
of  the  Illegality  of  extrajudicial  Affidavits y  you  was 
pleafed  to  confirm  that  Opinion ;  this  Trial  has 
plainly  proved  the  lnfufficiency  of  fuch  Affidavits  to 
diredt  our  Judgment  :  Moft  of  the  Enfield  Wit- 
neffes  that  were  produced  in  Favour  of  Cannings  had 
before  given  a  private  Depofition  before  a  Magi* 
ftrate  ;  yet,  however  plaufible  or  promifing  their 
Evidence  might  appear  in  Writing,  it  is  certain  that 
there  were  very  few  of  them,  but,  upon  a  Crofs  Ex- 
amination, either  dire<5tly  falfified,  or  greatly  im- 
peached, the  Credit  of  their  former  Teftimonies. 

That  one  fuccefsful  Impoftor  gives  Birth  to  more 
Attempts  of  the  fame  Kind,  is  a  common  Obferva* 
tion ;  the  Truth  of  it  has  been  verified  by  this  Affair 
of  Canning:  The  publiek  Papers  have  furniftied  fome 
Inftances  of  this  Sort ;  a  very  recent  one  has  been 
lately  communicated  to  me  by  a  Gentleman  of  tin* 
queftionable  Veracity,  which  I  (hall  relate  to  yo% 
though  I  am  not  at  Liberty  to  mention  Names. 

A  certain  Lady  of  a  very  affluent  Fortune,  whofe 
Refidence  is  but  a  very  few  Miles  from  London* 
having  taken  a  young  Girl,  between  nine  and  ten 
Years  old,  under  her  Prote&ion,  placed  her  at  a  cer- 
tain Boarding  School  in  the  City :  About  two  Months 
ago  the  Girl  was  of  a  fudden  miffing  from  the  School ; 
the  Miftrefs  could  hear  nothing  of  her  till  the  Even- 
ing, when  a  Meffage  was  brought  to  her,  defiring 
ber  to  come  to  Shacklewelly  near  Hackney \  to  a  Gen- 
tleman, who  gave  her  the  following  Account — That 
O  2  he 


•See  above  Page 91, 
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be  met  this  Girl  in  the  Fields  between  Newrngton* 
'green  and  Shaeklewelly  almoft  naked,  and  that  fhe  en- 
quired of  him  her  Way  to  Ponders-end  5  feeing  a 
Child  of  that  Age  with  fcare  any  Covering,  he  was 
induced  to  afk  her  from  whence  fhe  came,  and  how 
lhe  happened  to  be  in  that  Condition :  Her  Reply 
was,  that  fhe  was  decoyed  from  the  School  where 
fhe  boarde«f,  by  a  Man,  v/ho  carried  her  into  the 
Fields,  and  ftript  her. — That  fhe  was  afraid  to  go 
to  her  Miftrefs,  and  therefore  chofe  to  go  to  her 
Friends  at  Ponders-end. — This  Story,  with  the  Inno- 
cence that  appeared  in  the  Girl's  Countenance,  pre- 
vailed on  the  Gentleman  to  take  her  with  him  to 
the  Friend's  Houfe  he  was  then  going  to.' — The  Girl 
repeated  the  Tale  to  her  Miftrefs  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  fhe  had  told  it  to  the  Gentleman  ;  upon  which, 
the  Miftrefs  took  her  Home  with  her,  but  fufpe&ing 
the  Veracity  of  her  Scholar,  found  Means,  in  three 
or  four  Days  Time,  to  come  at  the  real  Truth  of 
the  Matter ;  the  Girl  confeffed  that  fhe  had  herfelf 
taken  off  her  Cloaths,  and  thrown  them  into  a 
Pond. 

Is  it  not  high  Time  that  very  fevere  Examples 
fhould  be  made  on  all  who  attempted  the  like  Prac- 
tices, when  a  Child  of  this  Age  could  contrive  fueh 
an  Impofition  ;  one  who  could  have  no  apparent 
Motive,  unlefs  to  excite  Compaffion,  and  that  fhe 
knew  how  remarkably  herPatronefs  had  diftinguifh'd 
herfelf  by  her  Benevolence  toEuz  abeth  Canning, 
of  whom  1  here  take  a  final  Leave. 

Should  thefe  Papers  fall  into  the  Hands  of  any  of 
our  SuccefTors,  a  Century  hence,  what  will  they 
think  of  the  Wifdom  of  their  Anceftors !  It  is  to  be 
feared  they  will  not  judge  very  favourably  of  us ;  but 
as  neither  you  nor  I  fhall  be  affe&ed  by  what  partes 

at 
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at  that  Time,  it  matters  not  to  us  what  is  then  thought 
or  did.  But  to  conclude,  I  fay  with  Horace,  Jamque 
opus  Exegi  ;  only  remember  it  is  a  Tafk  of  your  own 
impofing  ;  and  you  are  fenfible  your  Commands  are 
always  irrefiftible  to  your 

Humble  Servant, 

JtJj  30,  1754* 


*  *  *  #, 
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Divine  and  Moral.  Together  with  some  Account  of  his  Life, 
and  his  letters  to  several  Persons,  whilst  he  was  a  Prisoner  in 
the  Tower.  Likewise  his  affectionate  Letters  to  his  Lady,  the 
Day  before  his  Death,  and  his  Couragious  Behaviour,  and 
Last  Speech  at  his  Suffering,  March  9,  1648.  With  his  Pious 
Advice  to  his  son  the  late  Earl  of  Essex.  London,  printed 
for  Nath.  Crouch,  1683.  12mo,  portrait  within  a  funereal 
border  (some  headlines  and  catchwords  cut  into),  russia  gilt, 
gilt  edges,  12s.  6d. 

279  CATALOGUE  of  the  Lords,  Knights,  and  Gentlemen 
that  have  compounded  for  their  Estates.  London,  printed 
for  Thomas  Bring,  1655.  Sm.  8vo,  fresh  copy  in  the  original 
calf,  £1  105. 

280  CAUSTON  (II.  S.),  The  Rights  of  Heirship;  or,  the 
Doctrine  <»f  Descents  and  Consanguinity  as  applied  by  the 
Laws  of  England  to  the  Succession  <>f  Real  Property  and 
Hereditaments;  including  the  Descent  of  Titular  Honors 
and  Coal  Armour!  London,  L842.  8vo,  S  folding  tables t 
original  board*,  uncut,  4s.  (wb^^ 
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